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I TE~~ : -: ARMS FOR THE RUC 

FOLLO~ING IS TEXT OF A STAT~MENT BY HU~PHRtY ATKINS, SECRETARY JF 
STATE FOR NORTHeRN IRELAND, MADE 2 (TwO) AU~UST 1979. 

ARf',S FOR THE RUC 

1. THERE IS NO QUESTIJN OF ThE RUC BEING HELD SHORT OF THE 
W~APO~S THEY ~EED TO PROTeCT THEMSELVES AND THE COMMUNITY AS A 
dHOLE AGAINST TERRORISM. TH~Y HAVE ~HAT TnEY NEE~ NO~ AND WE 
SHALL SEE THAT THEY HAVE WHAT THEY NEED IN FUTURE. 

2. AS REGARLS CERTAIN SUPPLIES FROM UNITED STATES SOURCES, ~E 
hAVE ~u INFO~MATIO;J TrlAT THe UNITED STAT~S AuMINISTnATI0N HAS 
IMPOSED A dAN ON ANY FURThER SUPPLIES. I UNDERSTA~u THAT, IN 
F.ESPONSE TO CONGRESSIONAL PRESSURE, THE UNITEC STATeS AIJI,dNISTRATION 
IS REVIE,JlNG ITS POLICY uN ARI~S SUPPLY TO THE RUC: THE uRITISh 
GOVERN~lENT \'I'ILL FOK THIS i-'U.-<POsc. MA.KE ITS Vlt\<JS ON WrlAT IS i~EEDED 
VERY CLEAR TO TrlE UNITED STATES bOVER~MENT AS IT HAS LON~ IN ThE 
PAST. IN PA~TICULAR, ~l HAVE E~PHASIS~D THAT TH~ RUYAL ULST~R 
CONSTABULA~Y IS THE LESALLY CJ~STITUTE:J PJLIC~ FO~CE IN ~OrlThEhN 
IRELAND, CHtRuEJ vlTH THE TASK OF P~OTECTING ALL ITS CITIZENS, 
NO MATTER WHAT THEIR rlELIGIOJS PERSUASION. 

3. I UNDERSTAND THAT THE ATTITUDE OF THE UNITED STATES 
ADMINISTRATION IS AS FJLLO~S. NHILE REAFFIRMING THE POLICY OF 
STRICT IMPA~TIALITY IN THE CO~MUNAL CONFLICT AND OF SUPPORT FUR 
ANY SeTTLE rvl ENT ACCEPThBLE TO oOTH CJr"hUi ITIES IN t'lORTHERN 1~;t.LA~D 
AND TO THE .:jRITISH MJD I~ISH GOVER~d~d:TS, ThEY HAV~ 1';ADc IT 
EXPLICITLY CLEAR ThAT TrlE UNITED STATES hm';I:JIST~ATIO~. "15 fl.OT 
IMPARTIAL, HOhEVER, AS BETJEEN A LEGALLY CONSTITUTED POLICE FORCE 

OF A DEMOCRATIC G0VE~~M~NT SJCH AS THAT OF GREAT BRITAIN A~D 
ARlviE:.D TER:~ORIST GKOUPS SUCH AS EXIST t:'J jIORTHERi': I.~ELAND". THIS 
HAS BEEN MADE CLEA~ TO US, AND I UNDERSTAND, TO MEM~ERS OF CONGRESS. 

ENDS ITEM 

CENTROFORM LONDON 
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