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~ ~~~,If '1fo(IJ\ QUESTION NO. '7_ 

\,., )u,_ ~~ "" H 7 g 
c .n an Aire Gn6thai Eachtracha: To the Minister for Foreign Affairs 

To ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs the steps he has taken , or 
proposes to take in order to bring an end to the treatment of political 
prisoners in H-Block in Long Kesh Prison Camp . 

Neil T. Blaney 

For answer, Thursday , 23 November 1978 

REPLY 

Since the prisoners in question have been convicted of a variety of 

criminal offences , many of them very serious ones , I cannot accept 

the inference in the Deputy ' s question that they can appropriately 

be described as political prisoners . 

I will continue to use all the channels open to me to keep myself as 

informed as is possible on the situation in the prison at Long Kesh 

vlhich is obviously a cause for concern from a humanitarian point of 

view . I must however point out that a major obstacle to any attempt 

to have conditions in the prison improved is the fact that apart 

from those motivated by humanitarian considerations many of those 

associated with the protest and in a position to influence the 

situation have shown themselves only too ready to exploit the 

condition of the prisoners and the anguish of their families in a 

cynical pursuit of propaganda material . 
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