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r. 

@lol1ar-d 011o11aslev)l1 

D_,~r ur.concannon, 
Thank you for ~our letter of ,Tuly 4th t'l r.r.erry 

F1tt M.P •• 1n which yot.t ref'lY · to etgrention~ t ':'1'\ f O rcp'lrd111F. the 
el tu t1on 1n tho '· aze J'rioon. 

rrheoo oor •oatlono cant.orod on he prov1A1on o!" 
flla111t1os t:or com~tnlcat1on nrv.l oon.qultf:ltion for tJ1 pri~onoro 'V1ho 
are on pr.:>toat. 

I m.l f'F.:ea tod th'l t tho BG r·lo 111 t ion b~ prov idod for 

tho rr 1nonere t)lf)fOOOl V {' beom:.AQ t boliOVO 1 t Will he VOrV <11 C:Cicul t 
t:l r ol V!1 th n1 tu!l tlon 1n tho rrioon H" tho rrtn'.>n~rn c'lnnot 

oonanl t . roporl:v !llll()flF tlle,:loolv n.I arproe1~to thtlt th"3 ~uthori t.1ee 
are not propnrod to r·Joorn1ee any pr1sonor ao a ar .. flkoernlln !'~T' arw 

group but I think the rewl to ot ouch co 11 t t1onn oould be 

eof1"'11ln1c~tod to the a~ thor1 tloo 1n o~>Tntl 1my th!it rrould not v1.-,lgte 

~ny n1le or eomrromioe g~ r1nc1rle. 
I nloo aur.r eBted th~t these f''lcitftion he ~tvon to 

on" OJ' t~to ro . ple from 1 • tn1do ho re concarnod bo'.lt r 'ieon . ro' 
elt' re lind "'ho nx1ot1ea f rolat1voo.'rhia c tld be nrr nred by 

r1v1nF J)nrm1on1on f'or e opoo1al wol!''lra v1n1t to one or two people 

who wonld opnalt on boh~lr or relst1v"'n t ·"> t1vo or thr o prlaonors. 

The f?.?Od tal th of' ouch reople ol\n bo 1 lllMntead ln nny ay th'l t the 

~mthor1 t1oa m1r1~t th1n':t noco n M e 1 bol1 ve t.h'lt m1oh a v1e1 t 
c~ ld h vo r:1 holt'f'nl an{l coderatine lnrluonoo •">n tho o1 tn:1tion . 

:<ih1le I realise thnt y()'l llnd...,rot'lnd tho e1 ''J!ltion 
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@Ionard 011011asler.ll, 

D~ ~ tr. Conoannon. 
Thank you tor your letter of .Tuly 4th t") r . r.erry 

Fltt . F .. in h1ch you reJ'll~ · to eUBrentlom. t ",\1'1 0 rcp'lrd.1rlf.: the 

e1 tu t10n 1n tho ':lze 1'1'1oon. 
'Theoa BUr · oat1ono cant-orocl on he provlA1on of 

f'1cl11tlolS tor com~lnloatlon luvl oon..fJUlt~ti.on for t.he prl~onoro who 

tU'et on pl'.)toBt. 
I m.lf'E:eeted tJvlt thoBO r'lo111 t loa bo provided fot" 

tll0 rrloonera thQmt~olvo8 bGC'lUAC I bollovo It, wl11 ha vcrv <llrrlcult 

t~ r olv~ th n1tu3tlon 1n the prloon 1~ tha prto~n~rn c1nn~t 
con3ul t . rororl;v monp. tl18!t}oelves . I (ll'roel~to that th'3 mJtllol"1 t.lea 

are not propflrod to r -.300rn18<5 any prisonor ao B Sf!(')koeralln r~T' r.my 

~t'oup butt think the ~e6Ul to ot BUch 00 11 t tlonn oould be 
00f1l")lln1catcd to th III tllo I' 1 tieD 1n oomo way th~t "ould not vil)lgte 

~ny rule or comrrocloe g~ rlnolrle. 
I flloo O'Uf.f ftBted tll'~t tJ10sa f"'lcilftioa 'he ,.1.von to 

01l~ or t 10 J1o~rle from I' tnldo who re ooncerned bO~Jt p ' loon ~ r(J ' 
aIrare qne] +ho anxiot1es f rolatlvoo . 'rh1A C?' 14 be 01'1' n("~d by 

rlvlnf' rtrmlnn10n f'or a opoolal wolt'o!u'o vln1 t to one or two pooplB 

who W lld ot~alt on boh~lr 01' r 111tlven t ,,) two or thr 0 1'r100nor9. 

The p")od tal th of ouoh reople cl\n bo f lllr~nto()d in £lny ay Um t the 

llthor1tlofl mlr.llt thlntt n co n'3rl . 1 bolieve tlnt ouoh !l vielt 
07 14 h vo r:l holr.t'nl am DocierEltlne In lu(';tIlOO .")0 tho 01 tll~tlon . 

':)hl1e I roalisG thQ.t ytYl ln1.,rot'lnd t 13 1 "1!lt.lon 
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2. 

@/ona1·J J Jlonasler).J, 

G/oi'JOJ.J {;J~J·dms, 

§3. J. 13 2 !.}(, -.L~ 

i n tho rrioon, I oh'=!Ul(i 111·o in this letter t '"' ci vo my o'7tl 1nprce31on 

or 1 t in tho hope tl1'1t it 1.7111 thro"r no:no cxt r.':' lirht on tllo pr::>blem. 

Ahout 300 pr13oncrs are roi'uo1nr to <'l.ccopt tho prooent 

pr1oon d1sc1rl!no b~cttn, they b~11ovo it io dco!~ncd to c~tonorioe 
t11on o.o common cr1r.lin'J.lG e "~"he;:r aboolu toly rerttr-l~ to thlnJt or thonool voa 

ao oor:t!Don ct>it11nRlo nnl1 therefore reject tho policy uhich , t'\o they 

see i t , scol~o to trc':lt them as such. 

To tllcm , "l co::1mon crimin'1l 1'1 'l c· r oon uho tV'1G motivated 

by conoidcrntions that wore private nnd pcroon'll to himoolf V7hon he 
c omm1 ttod thl) offence for wh1oll he ·ms contonced. 

Tho of!'oncoo for t7h1ch they thc..,oclvc o wcro oentencod 

wero,to thc1:' W'l'!f of thtnit inr, ,:n?t.tvntJd not by rl"iVflto but by 

roll t1c'll conoid'3r't tiona . rrllcir off'ence3 , they 11ould m'lint'lin , a.ro~o 

dir-:ct.ly fro::1 tl~o r·oli t!cnl s1 tun tion 1n iTorthorn Irol '1nd, 'l!ld should 

not , thorofore ,bo clarloi~iod as co:n."lon crinco . tn uupp:>rt. or this 

contention, they quote tho natura and t.~o circ,1metancee of thoir 

of'foncea , nn ~co the l')r inJ. ~l tion under t"Th1ch they \'JOt>'J ':lrrcFJtcd , 

lntc rrop~tc c..l, tricd,convict·:!d and oontcnccd. Ti·!n lo~iiJV.ltion 1o 
o. ccial to northern troland and rt':ln enllcto<l b e c'luoo of.' tl'!.O rol1 tic'll 

bt1roat1on hero • 

'rho conviction tlnt they are not coM.,'Jn c1•imin~ls 

runt"J V'Jr>:i deep and r,ivoa rioo t-:> 'l det8rm1n"lt1.on tlnt t Ley \"'Till not 
a, bni t to bcinr' treated ao ouch , no matter VJh::lt h'lrr one . 'fho ovlclence 

of t . 1o dotl)Jir:\1 'l.ati'>n ia their uillincnooa to end 1rc rtnd t') r.o on 

enclnri nr the tll ) 3ll1nc cond1 tiona which they h\vc cr~ ""rvl -f""'r thom
oclv()n by r·~f'll"iT\f' to co-oror lto 1n ouch ole;"l en1 'li~~r rv tt':!I'O a.o 

v:c'lrin(' clothoo , w"iohinr thcm'Jcl veo , olorr inrr on t their cell9 etc , 'rh~ 

d'lrwor in thlo dator,ination ia that 1 t ,.,ill le'ld t::> f't rthor cxt roneB 

1n which m~ny of' tllo prioonoro rrn;r rof\ns::> ovc '1 to ~ :1 t . If th1!1 h"lrrc1" .... 
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@/oIlOJ-d d71ol1oslcl').J, 

Glollw-J !j~,·dPJ1sl 

-!l3 .J. 13 2 !J( . -L~ 
2 . 

in the rrlaon, I nh'=lul(l 11]"0 in thin letter to ') r1 V() my O\7tl inprOG3ion 

or 1 t In tho hopo th'l t 1 t '.7111 thro'7 oo~o cx1'I'':I llrh t on the pr)blem. 

Ahout 3')0 pri90nors arc roi'uGlTl[" to Clccopt the .reoent 
prIoon dlscirllno bcctln~ they bnl1cvo it io dcolrncd to c~toflorioe 

thOrl aG corn.nlon crlnin':llth'T'hey llboolu tely re"C'tlAc to t.hlnJt of' thonool vas 
as COr:l'llon crio1np.lo Cl. (1 theroforo reject the polioy uhich , tlo they 
see I t , scol':.o to tro:lt thom (la ouch. 

'T'O thom , '1. CO;;1J;lon crimIn'11 I') '1 "'roon \Tho W'l.G motivated 

by c ::moidorntions that Vloro prIvate and pcroonf'll to htmoelf when he 
c ommi ttod th~ offence for wh10h he 'laC) !3cntonced. 

The offencoo ~or t7hlch they thc'"1ocl V C f3 \",101'0 oentoncod 
were,to thci~ \1'lY ot" thtnidne ,:n'Jt.tvnt3d not by rr'ivflto but by 

roll t1c'1.l cO fmid'3r'l tionlh'fhclr offencc3 , they l'7ould m'1i nt'l1n , arose 

dir~ct.1y fro:l tl~o f,011t!cnl 31tulltion in iTort.l1.orn Irol'1nd, 'l1ld should 

no t , theroforc , bo clanai:f'lod as co:n.r'lon crilleo . In mlprort. of thl s 

contontion, they quote the natura and t..'1o CirC'lr.lstnnces of thoi r 
oN'oncea , nuil al ~o til.e 1~rloJ_!.l tion undor which th€lY \'101'::> ~rroF1ted , 

intcrrof!~tcd. , tricd , convlct·~d and aont~nccd. .Ti ·!f) lO["i:11rltion 10 
oPQc 1al to Torthern Iroland ana rJ~n en'lctod bec'luno of.' tl!3 roll tlc')l 

btfroa tlon hero . 

rrlv:~ co 'wic tion tInt the.· are n0t COT1']..,on Cl'lmln~ls 

runf) V':'Jl':i deop a.nd elvoo rise t':> '1 dot8rmin'ltton t.ll'lt t ley vli11 not 
0' bnit to bolnp t!'o~tod 00 Guch , no mattcr VJh::lt h'lr r OllCh 'I'ha ovldence 
of t) la dot rnil1atlon la their t1ill l nrnooa t () OndlI'C and t') £,:0 on 

encl."rl nr the UT' ~111nc cont11 tionC) which they hive crr~ "'I)r'i. ~"'r thcm
oolv()o by ri~f'tlf'iT\f" to co-oreI' ' t e in ouch oler'loni 'l !~y 11 ' tt0I'£3 ao 
v1rJ'1r l nr clo1hoo , '.7'lohlnf them~olveo , oloT'T inro ont their cel19 otc.'rh~ 

d'lTlPor In thIn detor-ninatlon 10 that i t '''il1 le'ld t::> f n rti'!o r Qxt renes 

1n which m':lny of tIle priG')noro T!l'l~r rot'noo CVOt'l to cnt . If thin h"lrrcJ" . 

. 
; , . - ~ ' .. 



~ g Oll. g !11. 
0 @lonw·d J71onasle1',1J 1 

(§foHaJ·d {;;~~·dms, 

!J3e/j;Jsl, 

:!7.3 .[! 13 2!J<.: ...c. 

t .!, t th0•r r~-""~,oo t~ '\f!r,ort ho1t- . -1nt .. r c.,~ "'I' Ill"· T .'l'•l.ll1n~· to 

O' tlni t .') r·t·i"'C)n d nc1111na b' t th'1t tt'":r •o '"' " ' l ..., •-:,:• .. ,u to 

•1i'"' c 1r1.1n'J ·,· • . 1 <~ '·· , :1'1 tl:"l ;; 'j~ • • nd o.,.' ?r'\"r:c., tt,f'l ... 0 ; n tu), ··m el h'"l\t!l 

t c~:~ !1., c : ·: on cr' ~: 1n ·ln. 
' ,... ~}' '~ '1' lf:, , .,. , i ' ' ) ' ' . ~, ..... ·~, ' nt:• , .. , l .. l ... <.l,l~ 

"" .. \ .. ... ... .... . , # • • ... 

th t '1 "''7' . ~~ ) n l .. ,.,r: 1!"' .t l t..., T") '' ' \'1 l r1 i. ~d 1. .,.t~. l •J " 1 .J 1 \') '':m • ,~ l "'')n'1t'9 

nth r ~l'l ' C t jD !'D i iVltl'Jfl or tl0lt:' ")f''(} '' C ~!1 . ~"' ' 'H!,')n 10 

0'1"'lf' Y"\ f' 1 1 .,n f r) P h::' : ' :-:..~·i.r" h .... l'1':7tf' 0 '' 1.l0t ,..., ,1 ' ' : t ... "1 r ..,i"~rl 

di~ ~~irlt ~ . -· ! 1. · 1 t\V:~lr 11 1 ~,tn thnlr vi""' ,! · ~ 1) 1 4' :1 ~ 11 t • :1tm1 ·:~r1 an' 
C::>"l t'I'J •.. ,t,...., ' ln. ~ , .l' )':l 1 c. ,-1t l"' f't;"!t C' "~ t,""''C ii tl ':! fl ') J l ., ~.: tti,...n 

<" .1 : :1" r 'f' i ·~r,y• p ; -:-;Jll~h C ') -·1ro ' tV"~ ' I' '1 1 l . · v·l~ . · "1···11nr ':'v~111t. 1~o 

mo t)"\t. tl · ~~r · r·o ! ' t' ' ) T' :).I'f1 tl t..., t.r~'lt tr.1n'J ~!H''l i n ···n·t· .. -rfl r.r~l ·m,11"1 

a W'1" tt 1·1 t i.. ":\. 1 ' :-1 . . "~ c.:'lntl.y tl1 "' !'O'"'. nt. f'ro-:1 •h ··• ':' l ~v· 1 PJ."' ·, ~~ I}I"J !'lT'/'1 

tT' -n ,•:d 1'' t l '"! r rnt ' )r tiL 1 n l tc~11'1lf<'l'· lrn . .... l · i ~ ,q.: o : · •n;" ~ ~ tr"' .. t-

1'1~ ·- •: ·· : 0" · ~· il l'':· "! . /t,~ "~,,r1.•11t·,lr'!t~ .n.,..<",r· " 1 7' '"'!" · '1 . ... ,"V1 r r•liT1i'.>ll 

o:.,,.. '" '!1 t ·• . ,~ , '1,i .. lrl ~~ !:! tlmt. '1 cU.~;"'oront. nlt'" t.1r:l''' r'!":' ' '' .... "~ ,, l':r ... ,~~ 

n1,tl· .. )t•tt.1{'!e, · " ~ : ~ ··· :1 :t :1 · · -.·~h·~rn T'~"'l'ln•1 . r~ '1 ..:.", ;_ · .1,- ·1t"" · ('·.rt ·!i'' 

t''1 ·-:1- ~ tli~ .·r ' · 1 t 1. ':lj~f'1 '1cll o': the n:•tl •·n·lt · , , f , .. ! ! lt1' 1.1 

:"i•·l .. 1.0'1 1 ... , ... t'l 
' ' • 1 " rn Tr,.lan e'7'l, . 1 flrr~l~l 

4 }1 ''! •• t ' n~1,J1q• · th'1 rrohl~'"!'l . 

,..a' lnr :tr~t . ., ':l .. c .,,, . t. t.h~ \"l11 tn. r r"~ ·' r; ~,~ ·b~ ~:n t.I! ~H · t t l0s 

r . 
. 

r 

@IOIlt:II'C/ J7ZoIlQslel·,J.JI 

@IOHCll·J [j~II ·JPIlS, 

nil 1':1'\(.1 1 ' .... .-W.1. ~ 'l.'l~r t, ') f" 11 thr ~:t' "1'1:> ~ I en, f'\ lrr'-: r1no rH'''1 t"''' r c-'''' • 
~. "1n ) '" , t.h"l !,ri -, nl1rn t ll ¥), ., 1 0 ..... M 1 t " 1 '1 n ')t 

fr, t 1:1 , 'r r~~'oo tt;' f\Ccor t , h<:)1~> . "1nt.'1 r c , ~ r' r'lt' "1' ,j" U l1n~' to 
0·,b'11 t..., tr-1 ' V)n d nei! I1na b', t ,h"\t tt''''!;! ,.r) I ~ ~ I ' } ",1: J"" t! t t~ 

f~1"c1r1.1n'.! ',"'. l lc1" ,I " t lll') ~; ~~c .,no 0"" ~r:'tl"lnc" It,f'lt.C' r,. t,.,., '1:1(1 tr, at!) 

t , C~l !l" C ' ~" on c ! --: 1 1'110. 

~J" ~ ''' ' 1 T" " "'" i . '} ' ~I n i~) ' nt:' ",. H \ <.1 . 1!1 ".J .. , • to! I ... . . . ., • ... 

th 

'.\ ""n 10 
B<) .... ~ t r- f' l' ')!l r ." h:':~:.~ : n, " h~ 1 .. , L~ ~'1.lot ""' J11~': ~ '1:"1 r:-- """n 
d1'1~irltt~ . - .! i .J :It '''i r:1r .l ' ''!,in thnlr v~"''' .1n 11 1 ~ ' 1 r.::1 1t f ;lt, !" 1'.~ (1 an( 
C~"'l t'I'l . ' It,,,) • n~ " · l~ )';.t (l.(' r).'1t I Pt") '~ t C' "'I t , f'>"lC 1. i tl0. f1 11' 1 ,, -,,~ : \t1'10 

r', '. :i ' T 'f1 1~ )"') ' '1 "'jJ l l~11 C ').i ~·lrc '''I .lV "''''' '11 1 , ' t': l~ . ' ~1: 'iltl!' ~ ~111t.1no 

t 1 -,;:l·lj,ll~ .'r '" 1 t h . '-'} ~ rl") '''\ch 0'" th _ n" t.l "n lt' , " r , .. , , 1 1 \' ~ l 

:l i .. ,' • to '1 t "' )1't ') 
, . 1 " rn Tn:." ,/).1<1 . '11. ', fll'J~i!) 1 , ·~t C "1 1" , T h e t QV'1 , ')O 

·1\ {'!" t , !>01' 1 w t11., r I'ol'l",,'rl . 

"-'11 ' Inr ~.r! t."} ~"'C '')l) .t. th~ \"]l111n:' ! (" " ~ r)'" "b~ T l tJ!'1 r' ttl()s 

< ' . . 
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r. 

4. 

@/o,'lm·d 011onaslev;;, 

@lona,·d [";/m·dens, 

fl3el/~st, 
!!3.c!l.t3 2!}( ... ./.? 

to tre'lt prisoners in northern Irol'lnd in this difCerent and more 
generous w~y,it may be stated as a reasonable interpretation of 
their policy th~t they are prepared,in principl~,to adapt tho treat
ment they give to prisoners in Northern Ireland to the aitu~tion 
that obtains here. 

I hope that I am not overstating tho caae,but it 
seemo to me that,on the evidence of prison arr'lnromontA to dat~,tlle 
principle or floxibll1ty or ad~pt'lbility is ~n underlyinP princ1pl~ 
or prlson po11.cy in -orthern Ireland. aa 1ndaed I prea,lme 1 t is or 
any good and sensible prison policy. 

While·! realise that th1e pri ... cinle o~ ~exi~111ty 
does not mean that tho authorities are p~ept:ire<l to deviate t"ro., their 
rolicy or phall1Ilf ... out sr.eoial c:ategory treatment or that they would 
be willing to give apecial treatment to any group of pr1oonera , it 
does imply an openness to dialogue and a williilf'neas to adapt which 
without compromising any principle could open the door to e solution 
or our present problem. 

Here I would like to m::1ke some aurrrcGtions 'V'hich mC\y 
prove helpfUl and whioh,it the pr1noirlo o~ floxihility ia arplied, 
may lend to a aolution.Thone aug~est1ona are person~l.I nm not 
erewting on gnyone's behalf but as an m1tsidor who ~~a tried to k~op 
contact with the Ei1tuation.I should also lilte to m:1ke it clear th!it 
these sngreo t.iona refer and apply to all r. risonera in Northern ireland 
and not to ani group or them. 

The refusal of the pr1eonera to ~~bnit to prison 

discipline meanA first of all that they re~tse t' vo r rison 
uniform or to do prison work . To them, theoe are t.he most 1mrortant 
~nd the moat pr~ctical isstos . 

-- - '; , .... ·-: .. -- l" - • -.-- -- • • .. ' ... - .... 

• • t .. • .. •{ "~ • (' # • ' ~' 
, C ... • t 'I '1 t ,. .... I' jll 'I • . • : ' • ., l .. '- ) ~ : ! f '-. "' • ~ I l o o: •\ <0;"' oo t 

.. .. ~, ... r- "'.~ ., ... ....... ........ .;• ... ..... ... ., .,.. ..·-
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9 Oll. 9 fA. _r-, @IOI1a1-d 011ol1aslev~, 

@IOrI01·d fia,·del1s, 

§3eIJ~sl, 
§3.J. 13 2!l< ... .£? 

to trelilt prlsonora In northern Irel'lnd In this dlfCerent nnd more 
generous w':ly,i t may be statod as a reasonable int.erpretation of 
their policy th~t they are prep~red,ln princlpl~,to adart the tre~t
ment they give to prisoners in Northern Ireland to the altu~tion 
that obtains hore. 

I hope th t I am not overstating tho caae,but it 
seems to me that , on tile evIdence of prison arr'l~OmcntA to dat'3,the 
principle or floxibllity or ad~pt~bility is sn undarlylnp principl~ 
or pr1son pol1.cy in -orthern Ireland (le lndaed I preB11me it is or 
any good ana senel le prison polioy. 

While ' ! realiso that this prl"'clple o~ ~exi~illty 
doeo not mean that the authorIties are p-repsrcu to:> deviate 1"1"0.., their 
ro1Icy or phanil'lfJ; out sreolal category freatment or that they wOl1ld 
be willing to give special treatment to any group or prloonero , it 
does imply an openness to dialogue and a wl11il'lf'ncas to adapt which 
without compromising any prInolple could open the door to g solution 
or our present problem. 

Here I would like to m:lke some au~,rrC3tions which TTltty 

prove helpful and whioh,lr the prlnclrlo of floxihility la arplled, 
may lend to a solut10n.Thono BUe~est10na are rerson~l . I ~m not 
arealt1ng on ~nyone' s bohalf but as an outoidor v/ho hUG tried to Kt"'lOP 
oont.aot with the 61tl atlon.I should also 11lts to m3ke it clear thqt 
the90 SlJ(Tfootlonn refer and apply to all r.risoner9 In Northern Ireland 
and not to any group of them. 

The refusal of the prIsonarG to ~ubn1t to pr1son 

discipl1ne meanA first of all that they re~1ge t( ~o r ~rlson 
uniform or to do prison work . To them, theoe ara tha most important 
and the most pr~ctical 1SBUOS . 

, ~ , . , 
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@fonarc/ (}J1onasle!").J
1 

Gfona1·J [;}~rdens, 

§3. [! 13 2 ti<. -f. 

.,lrnt, 1'hc rcf''1ln'11 t,') wc :.lr rrir.;rm n :;1 fo!'m; tl11f1, I 

bolicvc,io the crnnch iDrl'.lO bcc1.unc to the !'ria')n,.,ro Yho 11ro on 

rrotest th,., rrison uni ror".l oymboli!Jeo ''Jh'1 t T. sh':\11 c:lll herB, 'the 
at'lt,lo or the com'Y>n criminal' .r a ·n sattoi"icd thnt if' thin lormc 

were sorted out, th'J other 1s:mca would b0 moro 0!:\'1lly :r·~nol·.,ed . 

"V S l[ gootion hero \iOU.ld be th1.t, l'01"11i::mion b0 [iVen 

to all pr1ooncrA in ' OT'thnrn Ireland. t"') \'lC 'li', i '{' thc;r GO \!loll, 

worl':inr ovcrnll3 <1 :rinr \:or·l:inr houro . ~ l1cro in t''=>O'l 'C'l~on to 1) <~licvo 

th'1 t l (" thi~ pt;r:1inaion ·;:ere n·anted, it \".'0 tl<l ro f-\ lonp \'l'lY to··nrds 

aolvinf the rr bl0m. 
r~o~t , t.he is::me of prison worl: . T n c) fqr 'lo thia '""ork 

rf1rt.'liilO t? t.}1C ClC ''.nin;· 'lild tho Tn'lintenJ.llCO 0" t.h.c pri:1on blOCkfl 

~nd 'll'C'1n r•hcrf".l th~ Prio::mcro live , t.l c rr.::rr·'lr 'l tion of foocl ,-voc'l tton'll 

tr'lin1n" cTlr n~a ~n1 n~·c'ltion~l c~trcco , thcr~ ~~Jld,T b01ieve , h9 

n0 rrc'\t di.f.'f'1<nlt~r . ' 1~r 1mrrJss1on 1a th'lt,with ., little flc~ibil ity , 

t.hi~ iseue cJnld he rcs:>lv.c:lde 

~he 1"3~' .. 1'.3 0 r 'f'recdom Of fl380Ci 'l tlon r.J' !f 'l.lS') T"'I'~9(3flt 

difficult 11')13 b 1 t i {.' tho rr~ble-n~ or the rr>iaon lnt f.'1)f""1 ~n!l T'!'i~on 

wor1c \'Terc n )1 vcd, thin 'lncl other i~S'' 30 7.>Hlcl t~:"Jd t·, "'=>1 vn t.hJ"'1!10l veo . 
r,11: 'J th': oth~r pricot~ .1h.o a tto '··~ 'l t tho ··::17.0 r rioon , 

T am dcorlY C') ' 'cerncd 'lb-:m t tho ni tlt~l tion 1o11c r> 0 1) lC'lU no of' tho 
on ff"ll"inr- 1 t inval v~~ c f' ' !Ci~lly for rcl t.i •Jc~ "' 1r1 'llPo b ·~c'l.ll no of' 

tho t'Jn~iono 1 J IJ!1f.Cn(Lro in the co::mmni ty • \!'1 Y')'1 1"n0W 1 t.lV~8e kind of 
t~nnl ) ~H3 t ·.:md t , brinr• ab:)u t v i r">lcncc .. 111'.\ blo') luhed ·1nd it in this 

d1nr;cr that f.•:lvcs tho m i'1 c:1.une ror concorn . 

"[ 'll'l n'>t S1lf"f"C8tinr· th'l t the 'l~ · t 1ori t.len shO''lld in 

an,v WC't.Y b0\'1 to tl 10 tl,r€:!3-t or Vlolence b'1t hrm on.13 thtn1··~ o,.. •:'}l' t 

. ' . 
' . ' 
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"'11'0 ,the I' i"11fJ'11 t.') WC 'J1' r1'i~rm l1 :;lfot'ffi; thlC),I 

'hollcvc, iD the crnnch 100'10 boo:moe to th~ !~ria')n')rs \7ho llre on 

prot~s t th'1 rriflon un1 rorm oymboll!JCO ~'lh'1 t 1 sh':\ll c;\11 "erB, t the 

et'lt11o of the COIn'1on crimil1'll'.r s 'n so1}taf'icd th'lt 11' thin ionne 

were sorted out,th'3 other ls:mos would b0 morc o. '1il~r l·~nal,.,ed . 

"V !3 l[ gontian hero r!ould be th"1t, rort i~rJ1on b~ rlven 

to all prlnonern in t oT'th(~rn Irclf.ln<l t') \'!C rir, H.' thc;.r GO \'11oh, 

wnrl-:inr oV01'allG <1,'pil1[~ ':orldnr hours . ~ 1101'') 1:.1 C')o(l ~'3'1~on to l) t)licv., 

th, t l (' this r~r:-'\inoion ';'cro rl'~nted, it \".'011<1 ro q 10nf, W1.y to'"1'1I'ds 

Bolvln~ the rr blcm. 
r~oxt,t.he issue of prioon worl: . ln en ~'1r '10 this ~"ork 

r f1r t.f11no t? t.J '~ c10·' .nio;' 'lnd the m~lntan ::ll1co :)'" t.h.e prl;,on bloc'{f! 

~nd 'lI'C'19 r~erQ th~ 'rio~n~ro live,tlc pror~r~tion of food,voc~tton~l 

tr'linlnr C'Ylr 'i '""O '1n(l nd"c tion'11 COllrCcG, thoro 7lQ111{1, T b01ieve, '9 

no erc'1t dif.'r1c' 11t~." . ty iml"r33S1on la th'lt,wlth. ., little flc:l':ibi'ity, 

t.hl~ ismlc c:mld he reDol vod • 

..... h, lnr"l'.'e 0 r f're0dom of n880ci '1 tlon r.J!llf '1.1s) T'r<1'~~nt 

di -rricu1 t il')o 1)1 t i 1:' tho r r:Jble>;lQ or the rrai<JOn. lnt {'fH "" '1n!1. T'-rinon 

worlc "'!ere l1)lvcd,thin 'lnd othor 1~!1I'3Q ".'.)"lcl t811d t') n')lVf, t.''' c'1n8lveo . 

1,11: 'J the oth~r pricot~ ,,\110 atto"'1 'It the ·'~7.n r rioon , 

T am dcorl~r c "cerncd 'lb 'J'tl t the 01 tuutlon the r o 1) lC \l no of' th0 
Sll rf"lrlnr- 1 t lnvo1 V~~ (J Jr '~ci~lly for r ... 1 '1. tl Vf) ~'" (1 '11E'o b " ~c':\nno or 

the t")n~ion3 1 'J 0!1f'cnuOI'o in t 10 cO:1lTIuni t;V . \n Y ')" '-no , t.hns9 kind of' 

ten'il Y. 3 t .. n!J t) brlnrr ab:)u t vlnlcnce 'In·.1 blo') -lGhea 'lncl 1 t io this 

dlTlf,cr that r.r:lvcs tho r:l 1'1 c'J.llse for concorn . 

1: IlPl n')t 011crcntinr' th'lt the '1" t l0rit.ien 9hl)'11(\ in 

an,v W'l.y bO\·1 to tJ'o tj l ro3.t or vlolence b'lt hrm 07113 tilt.".,,- ot'> '."h'lt 

. ' . 

, 

.... 
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v1o1onc:1 m-;'\'1:1 in r 0-r~on 11 tP.I'i.lo t') tho:1a 't;'.'h":> 'lro the v1ct1Mo or 1 t , 

one feels in .allcd t d > everything ro :J nibln t.o <lor·unc 'lnv si tnation 

th'l t h~rl t.h'! po .. cnti'll ot' vi0lence . 

T~ookitlfl at the ~itu'lt.ion in t.h~ ~~'"l?.e r""iGon , r ... ~lisin{T 

1 ts rotanti~l f'or viol once , remomb<Jrin,- ,. h'l t v1olr>11C'1 mc<l.n3 in 

porson'll terns , I an convinced th'l t 't7h3 t is c'lll nd for n0\7 i s t h :1 kind 

of' cx1 or~ 1 '1C tlnt m'lblco those in a·' thori ty t'> co:-:'11J tnc f"irmnoss 

ao 'nt rrincil"lon \71th flexibility 'lb),lt th0ir '1-t" lic'ltion e'l hi~ in 

~re roint ~hich mont of' '111 I ; inh to nD~o in thin lotter. 

'i'h•) o;n."1ltlC of the Govnt,. •·1nnt 0(' the P.cr'~ '•l ic o'(' 

Ircl'lnd m'ly bo hclrrfu:I: here . l\s yor: .. lcno··J , the;r do no , in pl"inc ipl e , 

rncornine rolitlc'll ot'ltna ror prirJon"Jro Oi' rive 1ny s ~ -;ciul statug ... 

to arw rri"".onor , but they so ra!ln'lt;!l tho aff.''1irr:\ or th'1il' pl1 ioons 

t11~t tho• ~r() nbl~ t.o a.void the klnd. of <~onfJ•ont:1t1on ''iC nro 

~xrcriencin'· h ~ l'C • 1' 0l"tl '10 it..C l'riaon is ~n c;{.':l~~ lo 0~ t,t}i9 • rhr: 

'lffl'O'lch o" th.-:: Tlthori ticG in the Rcrnulic <1nd tho ·n~r thr'Y lv::tvo 

mf\n'lfCHl to h'1nd.lo th'1ir tn-•loon -probl nma are ";or t hy , 1 believe , of 

seri')no '.lncl dct'lil0d ox:unin:ltion bec~'.loc they m'J;t rivo hc l pf'\11 

guidclinCCl e 
I tl·1l~Jt t.ln.t ~,,., ··111: r·i·:e d10 coq d0.r~ti n t the 

oh'lCI'>T'lti"~l'l':J '11d t.l'o Ollf ' ~ntio 1~ I h'1V v n·1d0 in tl;ir; lo .. ter •1nd th~t 

:ron ~11I co:1Mcnt on tlLm a!J ooon n.s ponniblo . If','lt the o;nd or the 

d'ly , ...-n h'lv,.,. "'18-''lf'r;<l t '' cnvo cvo'l o~o reraJn <•l'o~ trnrcd:t ,o~lr e~rorto 

\Vill h'J.•m been r:1or~ th'ln wox•tlmhll o . 
1ti' e'Htt ho.a kindly !'l["t'COd t,') r iv . y •1n t.hio let+crt . 

t nh'1ll llTJ r .. L·..rc h.t, rJ. l0t or t"or ' r.C'1, l'l ,.... h '1n 2.n Til}ich I Gh~ll 

"'!9nt lon t _l t ·· i o t r Hlcl m·r r~:1 011 f.'or "Jr 1 tin,.. it . 

n \ . 1 Cl i < C • ~ ~ :::\ • H • 
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vlolonc~ mr;'Pl:, in T (1 '10n 11 tP.I'i.lfJ t.') tho:x) ~'h') 'IT'O the vlctlMQ or 1 t , 

ona feels inl')ollcd t d) everything ro::;eibl~ t.O <ter.nnc '1nY olt'lt'ltlon 

th'lt h~w t.h'1 no -0 lti'11 of~ V'i0lonco . 

T100klnfl at the Slit 'It.Ion in t.ll'} ~~'l7.e r .... ison,rrc .. i11ain{T 

1 ta rotant1~1 for violence t remornborin,- "'h" t. vlo1rmc'"! mc'ms in 

person"ll tcrms,! am c')nvinced th'lt what is c'l110d for nO\7 1s th-') k1nd 

or cxrcr~ l' c tInt. m~b1eo those 1n a·' thori ty t") cOi"b1.nc f'irmnoss 

::iO')"lt rrinci 10D 1;'ith flexibility 'lb)'lt thIJir '1"" l1C'1tion . 'Ihir. 1n 

the Toint ',hic11 mont of' 1.11 I :1011 to n'l:e in thi'J l~t. teI' . 

Ij 'h ') C ;{T'11 11e of the GOV01" '1r.nt f)(' the Rer',r,l tc or 

Ircl'lnd m'3.Y be ha1!'f'u~ h~rc . t\s yor:. kno"J,the;! dt.) no ,in principle , 

rocornlne ro11tlc'l1 ot.'1tua 1'01' rrinon~ro O~' rlve lny ~ ~ '}ci'll status 

to an,Y rri'1on'3I', but they so m!ln'lCfl the aff,ir~ or t.h'Jil' I'llioons 

th:lt tho' aro nb1~ t.o 'lvoid the l~lnd or (~onfJ'ont"lt ion '70 01'0 

mr.roriencinr • h.;l'c . l · Ol~tl oioo rriaon 19 '\11 cX':l:.1rlo o~ t.hiG.rht; 

~rrl>t.)'lch 0" tll'.: 1.'lthorit1c3 1n the Rc - flJlic ~nd tho 1':r they hnvo 

mnn'1rod to lnndlo th'1ir prioon 1Jroblnma 01'0 ''Jorthy , T. believe , of 

eerioHo . ntl dct'li10d me rnin:lt1on bec<l'Joc they m')~ rive llolpf'\ll 

guIdolinca . 

I tl·l~.lt t.h1.t ~r ')" '''11: r-1·.1"8 d '0 co 1 dCl" ..... ti n t the 

ob-10riT'l t If)n~ " 'H1 t.b1 onr en ti 0 1~ I h'lve 1'1'1d.'J in t1iir~ 10" t0r t1nd th'l t 
:,011 ~111 C'o;11'1Cnt on thorn a!:) aoon ao pO~fJ.Lblo . lr,'1.t the r;nd ef.' th8 

d'1Y , \() )nv'-' 'Tl" 1('';(} t'J r~ wo eve., 0:10 rerD0n "'VD' tr:1[cl1y,O"lr en['orto 

,,111 h"J.'T!'} boon r.lor~ th'1n wOl't!mhl1e . 

tI' . ~i tt h!l3 kindly croed t') ,iv, 'Y')" thin let· C~ . 

T. !lh'11l 11,-) r""l."J'C hl' fl Int er t"or l r . C'1-) l'l":h'1.!l _:..r1. TIl1tch I Gh':lll 

.... 
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