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TO HQ FROM WASH I NQTON 
FOR DONLON FROM LII.J.IS 

' - UUUA t,IMkO -
THE REVEREND MARTIN SMYTH WAS RECEIVED YESTERDAY BY SENATOR KINMIDY • 
. MR SMYTH WAS NOT ACCOMPANiiD BY BRITISH EMBASSY OFFICIALS AND HIS 
SUSION WITH THE SENATOR WAS IN PRIVATi. THE FOLLOWING REPORT Of 
THE EXCHANGES IS BASED ON A BRIEF VERBAL REPORT BY THE SENATOR TO AN 
AlDE. WE WOULD HOPE TO SEE COPY OF A MORE COMPREHENSIVE REPORT BY 
THE SENATOR HIMSELF AT A LATER STAGE. 

THE SENATOR AT THE OUTSET DREW SMYTH•s ATTENTION TO SEVERAL OF HIS 
OWN STATEMENTS DISCOURAGING SUPPORT FOR VIOLENCE FROM THE UNITED 
STATES. HE ALSO GAVE TO SMYTH COPY OF THE RESEARCH PAMPHLET HE 
COMMISSIONED FROM THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS ON THE NORTHERN IRELAND 
PROTESTANT CONTRIBUTION TO THE AMERICAN HERITAGE. 

SENATOR KENNEDY TOLD SMYTH THAT ONE OF THE REASONS HE PARTICULARLY 
WISHED TO SEE HIM WAS THAT MR HUME HAD RECOMMENDED THAT HE DO SO. 
HE SAID THAT HUME HAD DESCRIBED SMYTH AS A MAN OF SINCERITY. 

THE FOLLOWtNG ARE THE SALIENT POINTS MADE BY MR SMYTH IN KENNEDY'S 
VIEW a 
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(1) HE WAS SEVERELY CRITICAL OF THE SDLP WHICH HE SAID WAS LOSING 
CONTACT WITH ITS GRASs-ROOTS AND MOREOVER WAS UNABLE TO HOLD 
TOGETHER .ON PQliCY WHEN IT CAME TO THE POINT OF NEQOTIATION. 
Ht CONTRASTED -tHE SDLP WITH THE OFFICIAL UNIONIST PARTY WHICH . 
HE SA tD WAS DISC lftLINED t N POL tCY AND IN NIIQOT tAT ION AND MOR£
OVIR MAtNTAINED EXCELLINT LINkS WITH ITS IRASs-ROOTS. HE IN
STANCO THE D ISAUEEMEHT BEMEN HUHE AND DIVliN AS A QLAR IHI 
EXAMPLE OF THE SDLP•s TEN»ENCY TOWARDS DISUNITY. 

(2) TOWARDS THE END OF THE CONVERSATION SMYTH SAID THAT HE 'ELT THA~ 
THERE HIGHT BE SOME HOPE OF POLITICAL MOVEMENT FOLLOWING A 
BRITISH. ELECTION. HE DID NOT SPECIFY WHAT SORT OF DEViLOPMEWTv 
HI THOUGHT EITHER LIKELY OR POSSlBLE. 
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SENATOR KENNIDY. ,iLT TMAT THE. 'iXCHANU -WAi Uaif~~ IT WAS .. H II ·; irtiT -
SUBITANT I AL CONTACT V ITH A LEAD l NQ UM 10N liT.. FROM REMARkS BY H t8 
A IDI I JELlEY£ THERE IS NO DANQ£R THAT HE WOULD NOT HAYI SEEN .. 
THROWH sEVERAL OF sMYTH•s ARQHNTS E.s. THE s»LP AND till THATCHD. , 

BY AGREEMENT, TMERE WAS NO PUBLICITY ABOUT THE MEETINQ. NEVERTHi- ;_ 
LES~1_A TiAM OF TIME MAGAZINE REPORTERS ~ERE ,OLLOWING KENNEDY 
AROUtW YESTiRDA.Y AND MAY BE AWARE OF THE i:NCOUNTER. IT IS IMPORTANT 
THAT WE BE INFORMED URQENTY OF ANY STATEMENTS ISSUE» BY SMYTH IN 
IRELAND. 

BY THE WAY~ KENNEDY HAS REQUESTED THAT WE BRIEF HUME IF POSSIBLE ON 
THIS EXCHANGE. GRATEFUL IF THE DEPARTMENT COULD ARRANGE THIS. 

M 
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CONTRARY TO MY EARLIER INFORMATIONt I LEARNED TODAY 
WAS OFFICE To RECEIVE MR SMYTH. 

TH£ BRITISH A~PARENTLY ARRANGED FOR SMYTH TO BE RECEIVED BY COUNCILL8 
NIMITZ AT THE STATE DEPARTMENT SOMETIME TODAY. . 

END GF MESSAQl 
AUQUIT 3 1978 
TIME-SENfaa1750HRSCR9+5300F ESTR El 
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