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lection to take positive steps in relation to Uorth·rn 

20. . Tl e Prime M · ni ·i:£_r then caid that th ir principal 
aim, economically, \·ms \.:o roducG!nflation. The Ford aettl~-nent 
h d be a bad thing for the country b:.lt it should not ba t· ·en as 
typical. M ny , .. rorkers we:re settling for the 5% guideline and ho 
thought t~ t this year incrcas s \10Uld be of the order of 5%, 6% or 
79'. Next time they "n"'uld be trying ·or a 2 cr 3 year target.· 
This would givo more manoeuvr bility. 

21. Th- Taoiseach said that cro a-border co-operation 
in l'lorthern Ireland oeerned to be going well. He had established 
a special committee within his own party to look at the financi·l, 
con:Jtitutio.-lal and legal obstacles to progr ss. The Pr·'""1 .... Minister 
said that he was relieved that injuries .. d got leas. 'l.'nc nurn.bar 
of civilian deaths \'.ras down substantially, Thero had been a 
suggestion about that after the election he would be making a 
statement that they \·Terc going to pull out of Northern Ireland. He 
had heard this augg stion made by Hr. p· rdoe. He wanted it to bs 
clearly underf;tocd that there \i'10 no basis hatsoever for that 
vie\'1. lj:ha rumour had to oo killed; and he wottld drive it as far 
down aa poonibl • Any at· tc.'nent the1t would be made would ;.,a w..ade 
only when th use of force in Northern Ireland was finished. '~Q 
Taoi 2.-,h expressed his vie\~ in favour of ultimata unity and sai · 
t:ha~c ;che Cop nhagen statement on agre~'llent to diff r seemed to apply 
still. There w s grecment that fisheries would be ~-~ussed over 
lunch. 

22~ The meeting concluded at 1.00 p . m. 

23. Subsequently, I agreed with Mr. Cartledge that the 
neeting \'lOUld be described as having dealt with the European 
Honetary syste.m, the three wiae men , the Bruosols Council , th 
CAP and fish ries. 

24. On Northern lroland , it \as agreed that the Taoiseach 
nd Prime Minister had diamtssod the situation, as part of their 

continuing revie'Yn that the ~·-oiseach r..ad raised the oubjcct of 
increaaed representation for l''orthem manbcrs in \·Testminister1 and 
that ·the Prin.e 1-linictcr had c>..~.>rcased satisfaction on tho d~gree o~ 
economic ru1d vecurity co-operation . 

2 5. The mee·ting lJOuld bo daacrib3d as very useful and 
constructive , with ach aide obtainino ~ clear understanding o f the 
other ' s pooition. ~ 
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