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NOTE 

The Ambassador in London telephoned me this morning. He said 
that Mr. Mallet, the Counsellor in the Foreign Office who deals 
with Northern Ireland affairs, had just telephoned him. Their 
conversation was brief. 

Mr. Mallet expressed some indignation at the reaction in to-day's 
Dublin press to Mr. Mason's remarks in the House of Commons 
yesterday . He said it was . clear that there had been briefing of 
the press on our part . 

The Ambassador replied that he did not know of any briefing. 'fe 
had been under the impression that Mr . Mason wanted a meeting with 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs . If that was not the case, it 
was strange that they had not let us know . 

/ 

Department of Foreign Affairs 

14th April, 1978. 

c.c. Mr . D. Nally, 
Department of the Taoiseach. 
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NOTE 

The Ambassador in London telephoned me this morning. He said 
that Mr. Mallet, the Counsellor in the Foreign O£fice who deals 
with Northern Ireland a££airs, had just telephoned him. Their 
conversation was brie£. 

Mr. Mallet expressed some indignation at the reaction in to-day's 
Dublin press to Mr . Mason's remarks in the House of Commons 
yesterday . He said it was · clear that there had been brie£ing o£ 
the press on our part . 

The Ambassador replied that he did not know of any brie£ing. We 
had been under the impression that Mr . Mason wanted a meeting with 
the Minister £or Foreign Af£airs . I£ that was not the case, it 
was strange that they had not let us know • 

.I 

Department of Foreign Affairs 

14th April, 1978. 

c.c. Mr . D. Nally, 
Department o£ the Taoiseach. 
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Of State for Nor t.hcr:1 Ireland, j f he wj_ll make a stater:-:ent O:iJ. 

his talks with the Ministers cf the Irish Republic. 

MR MASON: With perm1.ss ion, M::c Sp2akc:c, I will ansvter this 
' ' Question and Question YJ.u:-:-loers 7, 8, 11 and 13 together. 

7 April. They re-affirmed the views voic ed in the cominuniq_ue 
. issued after their meeting last September and reviewed progress 
since then. 

MR SPEAXER: I shall call on Members in-the order in which their 
Questions are being answered. 

1YIR WATKINSON: Can my rt han F.ciend indicate whether he takes 

the -view that relationships between the North and the South have 

improved as a result of contacts between my rt han Friend the 
Prime Minister and the Prime Minister of the South? Can he 
reiterate that the guarantee of the British people to the Northe~~n 
Irish people remains? Can he also say whether he is engaged in 

talks on matters of cross-border security? In his last speech in 
the House, he indicated that there could be a slight area of , 
improvement there . 

MR MASON : As far as I am concerned - and I am sure that this 
applies to my rt ~on Frie~d the Prime Minister - there is a good 
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. ·.· and private ... Wh.at .. is .nos:t impo;r:-:;ant. i~ that t}).e~r jo:i,nt.ly . . ·. . . . . . . ,. .. . . 

reaffirmed the co::;r..u:.1ique from tl1a 10 Dovming Stree:c confere:ilc2 

of last September. There is a special Question on security e:~d 

the use of the border later on the Order Paper . 

MR LITTERICK:. In his talks with Irish politicians and the Irisf:. 11as 
Prime Minister/ my ft ~on F1."" iencl 'ti"1G SecrGta.ry of State 
yet been able to rer~ch any judge:-:-ier::.t as to Vihe~her. the curre~::-;; 
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of Statc for Nor t.hcr~1. Irclllnd, j f h(,; will malce a stater.-:ent or.. 
his talL.s wi th the Ministers er the Irish Republic. 

MR MASON: With permi.ssj.on, Mr Speakc:c, I will anSVler this 
, ~ 

Question and Question YfU,";'l'oers 7, 8, 11 and 13 together. 

I I have no meeting wi th rlIinisters of the Republic planned but 

. .:: e:~ ::: s :/11 M~e::l~o~e:~ :~d t~~o t; ;i~:V~:~::::: ::e a P~~:;t 
\:l.isc~ssion with the Prime Minister of the Irish Republic on 

7 April. They re-affirmed the views voiced in the comlnuni~ue 

. issued after their meeting last September and reviewed progress 

since then. 

MR SPEAKER: I shall call on Members in-the order in which their 

Questions are being answered. 

lViR WATKINSON: Can my rt hon Friend indicate whether he takes 

the ·view that relationships betwcen the North and the South have 

improved as a result of contacts between my rt hon Friend the 

Prime Minister and the Prime Minister of the South? Can he 

rei terate that the gUllrantee of the Bri bish people to the Northe:::.~n 

Irish people remains? Can he also say whether he is engaged in 

. . 

talks on matters of cross-border securi ty? In his last speech in . I 
the House, he indicated that there could be a slight area of , 
improvement there. 

MR MASON: As far as I am conccrned - and I am sure that this 

applies to my rt ~on Frie~d the Prime Minister - there is a good 

and private ... Vf..fl.at .. is .f.1ost :i..mpor;-:;ant. i:? that t1).e~r joi,nt.ly 
• . \ '.' . ' . t ' ' -. . 

reaffirmed the comr.1U:"1.ique from the 10 Dovming Street confere:ilc2 

of last September . There is a special Question on security 2:.d 

t he use of the border later on the Order ?aper . 

MR LITTERICK:, In his talks with Irish politicians and the Iris:: ilas 
Prime Minister/my ft :'1on FJ."'iend 'file Secretary of State 

yet been able to rec ... ch any judge~~u:;rlt 2..8 to vihe~her. the curr~:.;,'"C I 
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1\'iR MASON: No) Sir. I do not thirJc that that j_s so. If 

utterances are made which tend to friehten the majorlty in the 

North - the Pro.testant popula-~ion in :pa.rticular - that r:1akes i "C 

much more difficult to make political progress. I thiruc t~~~ 

it is far better that that should be u:..1.d.erstood. J..nybody 'NDO 

makes speeches about the unity of Ireland or national aspiratio~s 

should bear in mind that that makes it much more politically 

difficult for me as Secretary of State. It is harder to talk 

to all the parties co~cerned if they are frightened, rather tLan 

our wooing them. 

MR CRAIG: Vlhile one would \~elcome eny improved relationship 

between the United Kingdom and the Irish Republic, may I ask 

the Secretary of State to bear in mind that, in his own words, 

there is a gap in our security provisionE that could be filled 

by more energetic efforts on the part of the Irish Republic? 

I am sorry that he was not a party to the talks. I hope that he 

will draw to the attention of the Government of the Irish 

t Republic 'Lhe need to close this area and, in partj cular, to 

consider 'Lhe 'European Convention on the Suppression of Tc~rorisrn, 
and more specifically the introduct.ion of a so. cisfac-cory ext::::.~ad. i·

tion agreemer1t. All people in Nor-che.rn IreJ.s.nd a.re satisf':i.ed 

that the present so-called common jurisdiction in relation to 

terrorism is not a v1orkable proposition. 

lYlR MASON: As I have said in the House before, border securi~y 

between the RUC and tf'~e Garda is good. We would like to be a~)le 

to develop on that. Terrorism, whether in the North or the South, 

is the common er:eny o:i: us both. . . . . . . . . . , 
::, .. :.< :·. ?};:.~ .. >. :.:·: ·::·:;. :~ ·i·: .. :~::.:::;;:::. ~·: .. -:~·~.:.::<)/~·:~; :;:·? ;.::~/~->~:: ·.::i ~::f.~; ~~:~-:;?:.~ .. ~::ik?~~:;:{i:y.~}:,/IA·:~!i(~~.:1~?:f:?~::\~~~::.:;; l)\:~;~<~.-r·~::~.:: ... ..::.~-~i·.:.:·~··J.i · 

~ · · · · · As for the quest::. on or· th·e · 'Etiropean Cor:.vention on the 

Suppression of :rerrorisn, the Irish .. GovcrDI:1ent are . .Vlell ·awo.re 

of our view that all members of "Lhe Council of 'Europe sho'...llcl. 

become ps.rty to this important agree::7lent. We would wish to 

see the Republic sign and ratify the Convention without 

reservation and ~mplement it in the saree 80mprehensive way as 

:the United Kingdom. 1 

MR 1\'iOLYNEA\JX: But will Her J,;ajesty's Goverru::.ent seek to convice I 
G -~ ~- -"=" • ..~..,. - • .;...,- ~ • -~. ~ • ~-;..~ -'-' • -=- ..~... l s~-... -· · · -·I 
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effecti v'e action to .sup:9~ess terrorism? \'/ill he ar.d the Gover~:.

ment poi.nt O'...lt to the Government of the Irish Republic that i -c 

is in their own interests to join in combineQ efforts to S\~:9prcss 

MR MASON: No) Sir . I do not thirJc that that is so. If 
utterances are made which tend to friehten the majority in the 
North - the Pro'testant popula'~ion in particular - that r.;akes i"t 

much more difficult to make poli tical progress . I think t:tc:'c 
it is far better that that should be u:I.'1.d.erstood . Anybody v/(10 

makes speeches about the unity of Ireland or national aspiratio~s 
should bear in mind that that makes it much more politically 
difficult for me as Secretary of State . It is harder to talx 
to all the parties concerned if they are frightened, rather t~an 
our wooing them . 

J • 

MR CRAIG : Vfuile one would ~elcome any improved relationship 
between the United Kingdom and the Irish Republic, may I ask 
the Secretary of State to bear in mind that, in his own words , 
there is a gap in our securi ty provisions that could be fj.lled 

by more energetic efforts on the part of the Irish Republic? 
I am sorry that he was not a party to the talks . I hope that he 

will draw to the attention of the Government of the Irish 
I Republic the need to close this area and~ in particular, to 

consider the European Convention on the SuppreGsion of Tc::crorisn, 
and more specifically the introduction of a S£i cit,f'ae;-:;ory 8xt:-:. adi-

tion agreemel'l.t . All people in Nor"the.rn Irei.i.:.Lnd a.re satis:::'i ed 
that the present so- called common jurisdicti on in relation to 
tcrrorism is not a workable proposition . 

MR MASON: As I have said in the House before , border security 
between the RUC and the Garda is good . We would like to be a~)18 

to develop on that . Terrorism , whether in the North or the South, 

i s the common eneny of us both . ., . . . . ' '. . 
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" , .,' ., . . . , ' .• A's for' 't'he' "ciues ti on of' th'e ' 'EJropeall C'or..v·en."ti 'on' 'on ··-the . . '. . '. 

Suppression of -Terrorisn , the Irish .. GovcrDr.lent are .. vlel). ·avvare 
of our view that all members of 1;he Council of E\.lrope should. 

become p~rty to this important agree~ent . We would wish to 
s ee the Republic sign and r atify the Convention without 
reservation and implement it in the same e;ompre~ensive way as 

.the Uni ted Kingdom . 

lVlR iViOLYNEAUX : But "vill Her I[ajesty ' s Govern.r:..ent seek t o corNiCE: 
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~ffecti v'e action t o .sup:.?ress terrori srn? \'/ill he aYJ.d the Gover::

ment point out t o the Gover nment of the I rish Republi c that i~ 
i s in their own interests t o j oin in combine~ efforts t o su:.?pr~ss 
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MR MASON: Yes, Sir. I thi~c that the Irish Republic well 

understw1ds that. I thilli;: that becu.u.se of the exchanges of 

recent times they are fully apprised of it. I am hopeful, 

But, border security bei.a.g good, let us develop tilat further. 

MR I\TEAVE: _e ~ 1 e ----·--Is the rt hon G:.!ove-.fj_~'lt aware that we on the 

Conservative Benches share the resolve to put aside our diffe~enees 

with Dublin at present, but wa."lt to reach an agreed determin2:tio::1 

to defeat terrorjsm? Is it also aware, in regard to question.:; 

raised by other hon Me~bers , tha·t there is very strong criticism 

of the Irish Govern11ent in Europe fo¥,9~igning the Convention on 

the Suppression of Terrorism, in view of the nUJ11ber of people who 

are now hiding in Dublin from the police in the North? 

k 
In view of the number of people who are skuling in the 

Republic, who may or who may not have committed acts of terrorism 

but are wanted by the RUC, will the rt hon Government ask this 

very relevant question: what action vvould the Republic talce if 

a member of the Red Brigade or the Baadcr-Meinhof gang were to 

take refuge in the Republic at present? 

IviR i'flASON : I would not want to widen the question into such 

dimensions, I think that the Irish Government understand the 

growing pressure throughout the Western European countries on 

the acceptance of the convention. We have a second best - the 

Criminal Jurisdiction Act 1976 7 agreed by both the South and 

the North . I would hope that v1e could get some results fro:-n 

that. 

• r · ··• , · ,· • ' • '• ; • • •• • •• • , · '• .• ', "'., ·. • ·.,. , · ·:,:· ·~ ·~ • • •: .• \ '···:• •• \· : · . \: '•· •,• 'I·,,: •,. ·.l 
•· · :. · :MR" TOWN·SEi\TD-:· . Is tht3· Se.C"r.8tary"· of ·s-c;.:He .awar--e: that· .he· has·· t6~d · .. :··. , .. ·: 

this House for years that there is good co-operation across the 

border· when ther·e is much evidence OYl the ground that tha:t is · 

not so? Vf'fly should there not be more liaison visits between 

the respective forces?. VTr~y should tilere not be joint patrols? 

( Vihy cannot we reach be-c"ce~ agreemeYlt with regarci to overflyiy-_g 

rights? 

MR MASON : 
fly in the face of histo~y . We have made gooa pr~g:-::-ess betweerJ. 

m·e· RG,y.a),. . Ul.s t er. . C"Oris·'iapU'J.·.a:ry .::anC1··~.:t-h:~,;G~a_- ' 1<d-;:tpe~Jf0iX"t~)·~ ~q~rt -~ ~ .. ! . .'. ·-:$'· ~~··.' 
• · ........ ~ ... · . ;.· :·:: ··: .~ ... ·· : ... ~~- ~ .. · .·-:' ... ~ ·. ·-~ ~: .... : ........... · .•.. ~·~ -~ .. ··: _, . :~·~·:'.i ... : ,(,•;:_,,:· ~ . . .. :: ,.., :··. · ..... · ·;· .... " .... . , ... · 

the hori .Govoir .... ":len-l.i :-c-.m·;s weJ...l - a~d so· O.oes tile Eou.sc - -cila~ :=.. -c 

is not so easy to r:.ake -cha"c sor-e o: co-operative progress bc"cr:2c:::. 
·' 

the British Arr..y a..."ld -;:he Irish Arr..y . Nevertheless , in spite of 

aJ.1 their his tori caJ_ eli f::"?- clA.1 ties , we ~ave been gettlng even t _n._c:_· __ _ 

MR MASON: Yes, Sir. I thi~c that the Irish Republic wcll 
understands that. I thilli:: that because of the exchanges of 

recent times they are fully apprised of it. I am hopeful, 
therefor e , '~ha t Via C[.ll cl.cvelop c...lo:::.; ~':;:::J.e linos I have sugtSC:"'; to6.. 
But, border securit.y beiIlg good, le ~ us develop t:i1.at further. 

MR l\TEAVE: 

Conservative Benches share the resolve to put aside our diffe::."'enees 
with Dublin at present, but wa~t to reach an agrecd determinati o~ 

to defeat terrorism? Is it also aware, in regard to quest ions 

raised by other hon Mecbers , thu't there is very strong criticism 
of the Irish Govern'1lent in Europe fo¥7~igning the Convention on 
the Suppression of Terrorism, in vi ew of the number of people who 
are now hiding in Dublin from the police in the North? 

In view of the number of people who are skufing in the 
Republic, who mayor who may not have committed acts of terrorism 
but are wanted by the RUC, will the rt hon Government ask this 
very relevant question: what action would the Republic take if 
a member of the Red Brigade or the Baadcr-Meinhof gang were to 
take refuge in the Republic at present? 

MR MASON : I would not want to widen the question into such 

dimensions, I think that the Irish Government understand the 
growing pressure throughout the Weste:-cn European countries on 

the acceptance of the convention . We have a second best - the 
Criminal Jurisdiction Act 1976? agreed by both the South and 
the North . I would ho:pe that we could get some r esults from 

that • 
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this House for years that there is good co-operation across the 
border' when ther'e is much eviclence o~ the ground that tha:t is ' 

not so? Vf'flY should there not be more liaison visits between 
the respective forces? l:rflY should there not be joint patrols? 

Why cannot vie reach be~-:er a a-Y"e'='''''' e'''' + V/.L~ +:'.; reoo'ara.~ +0 ove:rflyi ::_oC' 0 - ~ .. , _J." y J.J. -" 

rights? 

MR MASON : 
,~J~~ 

The hon G va=-"r:'C~~ , 0: course , will be impulsive a::'lCl 
• fly in the face of history . We have Inade good progress bet',':ee~ 

" " , 
:, " ': :" :. tn:e· Ro.y,al ,U1.s t er. ,G'Oils'taSU1',aj"'J ,::aY;Q,\.t'l'i'~.:,;G~zfd.a, ':o:f , ;:tpe\£r01):ti1.)'~ .:q';..p:; '~~:!. :, ',~, ~~ • 
. .. . , ... . ;-0 ....... : •• •. ' . '. " ;~ : .: . ' . ;.: :'f::: _:' .. : ~~:. oI , . ~ :'~ ... ~ .. ... : ~: ... : f !"'~" •••• .,..~ ' ~ .. ": . '. :I.~···-l ... = 0(.' ):.":' .. , " ': . ~ to, ' ~ ....... ,. _ . .. " .... - . t-: 

the hon .Goverr .. ':1en-1i £-.OViS well - and so' c.oes tile -:Oi.Ase - ~iltt :.-;; 

is not so easy to rr:ake that sor-c 0: co-op~rati ve :progress bc~v:2C:::_ 

the British Army ~~d ~he Irish Ar~y . Nevertheless , in spite of 

all their hi stori caJ_ ch fi'i ClA1 t i cs , we have been get tlYlg even th r: 



L 

. . . 

• J,}R FITT: i.·:r rt hon :r:':ciend has lc:..:i.d particular s·crcss on tr~e 

, .. 

fact that a short meeting of the two Prime Ministers seems -uo 

have resolved a:i.l t!:e di::ficulties, wh:.ch v1ould see:-:1 to belie 

the fact of the crisis r(h.ich existed prior to the meeting. \'/as 

there a crisis, or was it an artificial crisis? Is there nov1 

no further reasoy;, for a meeting betvreen my rt hon Friend and .. che 

~rish Foreign Secretary? 

· \'lith regard to frigfl.tening sta·t.er.1ents which may upset the 

!~o:::.~tncrn Irelar..d majority, ·is my rt hon Friend aware that 

••• [unclear tex~] ••. 

particularly by the hon Member for Abingdon (mr Neave), who 

only recently made a very bellicose statement in Northern Ireland 

w!lich put him fairly and squarely on the sj de of an intransi{;e:1t 

U~ionist :-::ajority, to the total exclusion of any consideration 

o: the ~:~ority in Northern Ireland? 

\'llll my rt hon F-riend insist that the situation in Northe:.nn 

Irol[.lnd is not, ag_ the hon rliember for Abingd~n would put it ·Lo 

::.c House~ pure1y/mili tar97But that it is a political q_uesti o:-: 
ut nll times? 
• 

~R SPEAKER: Order. Questions are getting longer n~d longer. 

This can only result in some hon l\1embers not being called. 

MR l'rlASON: First of all, there has been no crisis between 

the North and the South . 

lViR MASON: 

-.· .. . . 
., I , 

))'•' L.__.,__ 
If the· hon Gov.e1:n:::ent wants to heed Press specula-

ti en - it, of course, war.:~s to e:r.:cou . .:::.~age co:'lflict - so be :. t. 

There was no crisis betwee:..'l the Nor til a.."l.d the South. Secon6.2.y , 

even before the La I·,:on House incident five or six weeks ago, I 

had indj_cated that there r::igh.t be reason for a meeting . I had 

also indicated to the South that I was prepared to go on the 

Thursday before Easter, but because of the death of the forffier 

President that r:~eet:.ng r12.s ca..."l.cslled. In fact, things v1ere 

. progre.ssing: ?-ione. ti' ... a·t . .. P.ath .. · ·B1.;.-~ s[10rtl;-£ after . -th~ p,~o:p·osed: ._ .•. : _.· . ".': · .. ~ . . . . . . .. . .. . ... 
r:-.ee·eing,. the pla::-r..'led r:-~ee·~ing bet·Nee::'l the Prime iviinisters was 

irrt:ninent, and , therefore , there was no re~son why they shoulc 

not have discussed it. It was only a shor"t, polite, private 

me_eting. 
------- -~------~----~------~-

t , , 

• J.IR FITT: Kr rt hon Friend has laid particular s-cress on tr~e 

', .. 
" 

. . . 

fact that a shorJe meeting of the two Prime r,jinisters seems to 

nave resolved all tt:e d.i::ficulties, .,','h:ch would see:-n to belie 

the fact of the crisis vlhich existed prior to the meeting. rlas 

there a crisis, or was it an artificial crisis? Is there nOVl 

no further reaso~ for a meeting between my rt hon Friend and Jche 

:rish ?or~ign Secretary? 

. Y/i th regard to frigbtening sta-cer.1ents which may upset the 

!;o:-thcrn IrelaYJ.d majority, -is my rt hon Friend aware that 

••• [unclear tex~J ••. 

par"ticularly by the hon Member for Abingdon (Mr Neave), who 

only rccently made a very bellicose statement in Northern Ireland 

wiiich put him fairly and squarely on the side of an intransitse:lt 

U~ionist ~ajority, to the total exclusion of any consideration 

0: the :-:-.inori ty in North8rn Ireland? 

\'1111 my rt hon F-..ciend insist that the si tuation in Northe~~:a 

Ireland is not, a~ the hon rliember for Abingd~n would put it to 

i,:,c House ~ pur81y/mili ta..c9?but tha~ it is a poli ti cal questi O:tl 
ut all ti1ll8S? 
• 

~R SPEAKER: Order. Questions are getting longer a~d longer . 

This can only result in some hon Members not being called. 

MR JlrJ..A SO:N : First of all, there bas been no crisis between 

the North and the South . 

• ' • I ,'. ••• .0. ~ 0,: ~ " '!.: 
'-MR , FITT':', You" c'ould ,nave '.1. oolea. r.\e. .. 

. . ' . t'. '. : ,0 

I) I ~ 
MR MASON : 

ti on - it, 

, d!;"~ L~ , 

If the hon Gov.el"TI."7:.ent wants to heed Press specula-

of course, wants to e:c:col:.::.nage conflict - so be it . 

There was no cri s is betwee~'l the l Torth a:'1.d the South. Seco~Q2.y , 

evon before the La r,~on House incident five or six weeks ago , I 

had indicated that there rnight be reason for a meeting . I had 

also indicated to the South that I was prepared to go on the 

Thursday before Easter , but because of the death of the forr"er 
I 

President that rneeting \"1as ca.."lcelled. In fact, things were 

. / . pro,gre,ssing: ?-.J,.ong _ ~rJ.at .. 'p.a~h . , . :B\;.:~ s.!1~rt~~ aft,er. th~ p~01)'osed: ... 1: .: :' . '.': ...• 

rrlee'cing" the pla.:x.1.ed ;;,ee~.:;i:ng oet·Nee:1. the Prime IvIinisters was ' 

irr.:ninent, and, theY'efore , there was no re~son why they should 

not have discussed it . It was only a shor'c, polite, private 

moetinp; . . ~ 

-~-~"---



. . . 

- - --:---··- -···--
~_.....-!_ __ -- --..-.....-·--- ~-- .... ... _ __ ........_...:._ __ s. ... _ _ _..:.__ 

.:: 

lYIR NEA VE: In vi evv of the ritual inaccuracy of the hoi::l i\1er::·::;2:.:.' 

for Belfast West (~ .. ~r Fitt) on these occasions, will the rt ho:1. 

Government please take note of what I actually saiO.? Viill he 

tell the Ministers in Dublin to have no illusions? We on the 

Conservative side sta:1.d four- s quare for the Union cf Great 

Britain and Northern Ireland . This.is what I actually said . 

MR MASON: Yes, I appreciate that; and it is right that the 

Opposition should stand :four-square with Her Majesty's Govern

ment on that sort of bipartisan policy . 

In answer to an e&rlier question~ I must reiterate - it 

was said during the course of the Prime lYiinisters t meetings 

that, as long as the majority of the people of Northern 

Ireland by decree, and, indeed, by referendum, wish to remain 

a part of the United Kingdom, so it shall be , unless they 

decree otherwise. 

. . 

·' 

. . j 
I 

I 

"Y ' 

- - _ .... _ ... ~_ .... I ... ~ r " .... . ...:L....-.l-I _ !.-- ... _ . ______ 0. __ _ 

'. . 

MR NEA YE : In vi ew of the ri tual inaccuracy of the hon l\ie!:;-::;c:.:' 

f or Belfast West (~i!r Fitt) on these occasions , will the rt ho:'1 
Government please take note of what I actually saici? Will he 
tell the Ministers in Dublin to have no illusions? Vie on the 

Conservati ve side sta:1.d four-equare for the Union a: Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland . This. is what I actually said . 

1VIR MASON : Yes , I appreciate that; and it is r ight that the 
OPPosition should stand four-square with Her Majesty ' s Govern
ment on that sort of bipartisan policy . 

I n answer t o an e&rlier question, I must r eiterate - it 
was said during the course of the Prime Ministers t meetings 

t hat, as l ong as the majority of the people of Northern 

Ireland by decree, and, indeed , by referendum , wish t o remain 
a part of the United Kin6dom , so it shall be , unless they 
decree otherwise . 

.' 
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