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' •C r 1 ·n-.,...J· 'I' 1) \. .\ t\ ..: J. ,_ • .1:; .. • . 3r it: ', 1 • . 
!:"'.c~u : Llll' Cf'r,.J .. , Cc-il- -1' 1 'nr I A ... . --JJ. l'Ft'"', 

Nor i;he:r- :··rr-la11d ------··----
1. T c ir.ccting bGcan at 8.15 pm. It concluded at 9 .. 5o :r:r.o 

The Prirr e Hinister was accorJJar:.ied by I·~r. Br lan Cortledgt.: a.nd by 

J.1r. Torn !11cCu.ffrcy • The ~raoj seac!: W...tS accontp<....niP.d by l\~r. Nally. 

2 c The rneP Lj ne; opcnod ,.,i i~h a question by i:-he Priv:a 1"1.; :lis-tc-T ac 

to whether there ·,;e:r'e nbjection0 i.n f-1,-.. lkC;:-.f·"'rey' s presPnce, 

'J:ne _l'aoi ·~ e_§.<o:h indicated, wi 1:-h some reservation, that it ·vrn.s o 2.rl~ht. 

if vr•; had k110wn ·that he wab to be the:r·e we migb:~ havG !::Jade o·tnLr c::
rangemcnts a~ well. 

rr:latj_m~s had. br::en. 2 bit ruffleJ. He sa~Ld that on the 8 ~~-ar:.u .... ry 

1. h ' r;'·rr:.r. "'n.: + ,..,, 'a• ' ·'-r] r'e;,', '·• 1 •. rr ."; ,...· •""]•· 1e ... au. wl·.~ l <.1. .~n'-'8~ Jl..._1.Y C,1 l,;..; .8\l ... l.:Jn, 0~2. ..... .1.!10 p ....... n-... .. p .. _L ·) 

·crH~ irnp8r~ding ·1-:<lg!:~ ngreemen t. As was natural in these afio.L~"', 
6 

the ir ... tervie·.-.e.r· ·held ·:;u:t·n.ed :..v .~c~Lli r:! Ir~1c.r,d and ·: .. 1k ~ili,..:._~;-:.C~2. 

h~d rei tP.rc-.ted hiG welJ known vie\·rs on powe"':. ... ;_;h:tl."5.n::: as a. prt-cr !!

dition of devolution. In doing this he refeJed specificalJ · t~ 

'.'!h8.t he harl sa . .id. i!Jl.f'lediately follmorJng the rneeting \·:i th :tv1:c~SG.lJ:.. ;;:: :..::: 

in Sep·tc>mbeJ'. His views then had been gi "E-n g:t•cat pru~..nj.nence ci ~ 

the press conference~ 

4 ., 1'his bad been fo1lowed by 

e.ffect that we were gettin3 soft on secul':i:-cy. Th~.s ju~~t '.-.2.::> ~J.:-.t 

in accordance with the facts. He would emphasise strongly that 
:i.f there ~,·c;re comp1o..:i.nts about our security eflort ·that: the 

usu8.l proccdure0 .should be adopted :for lett:i.ng us kn0\"1 1 b~f~)re 

rc::lation.'; should obtain as bctvmcn the t ·m cot.mtri.es .. \\'e hc..i t~0 

ultimate abjecti~e r .f:'l 
.._JJ. hav:t ng the Ir.J.sl.1 peoj:.•J u ~:ome 

on tL.e (J(;(JJ.'lO''' • c :1nd r;ncuy··· ·t· r ,3..,.,,..,.~~,.. ;. -,. 
- . ~ • .., - ·- .I ... - .. _.... ~..~ • '). I 

•• 

-,-------

COI/~J .) 

r. {~'t ~ ne; t ·w" , "\ ','.' , ;. 1. I • • 

,L'':ll. J ._-,- ..... cL'"l 

Nor ·;her .... r:.. ... 1 a 1d .--

1. T: c mc"'t.ing b'Lan at 8.15 pm. It concluded 'Jt 9.50 1'" 0 

The Pl"':ln:.e ;'1inis-ter '\\'us accoru lanied by 11r. Bri8Tl Cartl(::(ige a.nd by 

g.... Tom IkCul'frc T • The I.rc.ol ~f!ac}, WaS aGcon,p rd. cd by !,'il" e Nal1y. 

20 Tho me l;j.ne opened. \',:L '~:r.l Cl question by 'che Prirr.G iv}i:list07.' a;: 

to whether there i'ler, nbjcction~ to fl1r .. ),lcC8f.t'r.:y's pl"'es~ncea 

lone .1'aoi!'"e[ ch indic ted, vii th some r servation, that .i.t v·ms n ~!'~r ll-. 

If 'We had known that hp was to he therc VIe migh'~ Dave l'1ade 0 \';hcr 2.:

rangemcnts an wel~. 

3. The T(,o~:;caGh then went cn to 13ay that L1 the :t'f'cent p3.o"~ 

r(~latj,rm. :; 1:3.0 been a bit ruff.LeJ. He baid that on the [3 .Janu" ..... y 

he haLl given an :'nter' iew (,~1 "'c~lev' sion, d·~2.1ing princ-':'p'.11y L .. : 

clJ e irnpEmding \Vdge c. ~reemen L. As was na'cu:f"al ill 'Lhes e afIa il~'" , 
- 6 

t,Le il:lter:it!',,8'(' · ... 1.drl tu ·ned :"0 l~(..Irl.ll ' l:L Ir2Jc:r.li '.H"id ':-11. :-ili...:...~f';:.-£'::". 

had ~cei tp.rG"ted hiG vvelJ J.."Il(YWl1 viE'\-:-; (n powet'i,' 8.i"j.ll:: a<3 Co pre-",cl

dition of devolution. In doing this he refe~ed "peciflc~LJy tc 

,,,hat he hari sa.id i.rrm:.ediat:eJ.y fol10\' j.ng the meetinr. \":i th ~-:.:..S.3:r.}..: :>:~. 

in Sep·cC'rncer. His views then had been g1 "En great prcminenCA c ' 

the press cOllfer'ence ~ 

4 . 1'his lJad been followed by 

eJfect th2.t \'/e 'were getting Gait on ~ecul'j'"Cy. 'This just .... :'2.1'> ;!;:)~ 

j .n accordance \'11th the facts. HE:' would emphasise stroZ'.::r=~y that; 

if there ',,'cr'e compJ.8.:i.nts about our ~:;ecuI'ity effo. ,t ·that the 

uSlwl procedures should be adopted for If:tt:i.j"'\g us knml b-.fore 

a:'1~r announcement ,,:as TI12.dc. Eo ":0:'; :,}01'0 tt:.o.!1 an..xiouG thn ...... , T',,10 l.!.C .... :: 

rel'ltiom~ should obtain as bet'\tTGon the t\,'O cO'lmtri.es. \'Ie h;:..J -ths 

ul timat.e objecti \'~ of hav.i ug the Irj.sll peo}.'}\; ~;orne 'l-og(' tllGl' \.lIlt'Ul" 

aeI'ee'l ~) ':rllct.urCf'. \'10 bE-lie:' !"'d th;"'t . a , '-cC'tcr-.cn-i; b~' the Lr::' -c.~ .... 

01' ... ·11,.. n' . , i 
l I.. ~ cc:() (l'I~ C Dll(l s~cur.j . .! area;-·. A'!' i:h '; TtI~·' n of 



•• :::co-n~ ·n. ·ion, pn1 i i,ic2l , oecur1 ty, and 
working reason, l>ly wt;ll. 

5. ;e acccp·t ·the Bri·:.,i:3h Government policy 0'~'1 uevolu;,ion in Pc..,.,th :. .. ~ 

Irelo.nd in which there \'v"R3 .:pov1cr-shar1ng pe: rticipation, or 

the nernantics but the central issue was clear. 

6. On security, the. September cornrru..'Lique had indicated 
satisfaction at the degree of security cooperation. If this 
position did not now ob'tain, we were completely open to' discuss 
other aspects. However, on our inform'1tion, all the security 
arrane:;ements were workint:> \"'ell, particularly, as between the 
police forces on th~ two sides. The Taois~o.ch said he hoped 
that Mr. QQ.llr.r;han would accept his assarance that there was 
complete backing on the Gecurity side and on our bone fides on 
t he issue. 

7. The economic cooperation \·wrk had borne some fruit. His 
unders·tanding was that the very \•ride ranr;e of projects hod been 
identified in the talks between o:!:f.:i.cial:-; from the North and. Scuth. 
The next step seemed to be to transfer the issue to Ministers, 

~ 

as aBreed in September. 

8. He t hought that Roy Mason and l'lichael 0 'Kennedy should get tcc--;e"..:h8r 
but ·this me-eting r:ould not be on socuri ty only. If it Viel'e, ·L.her~ 

would be considerable difficulties. The two men must discus::-; 
political progress also. The meeting had been arranged but 
the a.rrangements had been upset by the death of the former PresidE:nT., 
The Tno5.Qeach said that he hoped that the two could co:ne together 

1 

on an agreed basis for discussion on economic, security, and politica 
issues. 

9 . I t 'v/5.3 not hie .:i..:ute11tion here to take Jllr. Has on to task on 
particular issuese He must make it; clear to the; Prime Mini.st- .r 
t hat statements like; that of the Secretary of State on the La ~en 
bomtins were particuJ.arly dangerous. . \'Te 'dei'C anurehensi ve as to 

- /'1.n ·i 11e Repu-.._;J.ic 
the effects of -chis ty,~ ... c of statement nnd. 1;here was :rw point in 
concea} in;:!; 

_,... - ... , . 
.L~t::.L.Ult_;. on rrrtttcr. 

. / . " ....... 

- ------- ------

-'" , .. _------

'. . (,00 )E'T'ntion, po j tical bPcuri i , a Hi ce r • omic s cmcd to b 
p. ~. 

'worldng reason, lJly well. 

5. We accopt the Bri ti~h Government policy 0"'1 de 'olu Lion in North r=, 

Ireland in which there wo.'"' :povler-charj g pc rticipdtion, or 

the nerr.antics but the c8ntral i~sue was clecr. 

6. On security, thE: September cornm "1ique had indicated 

satisfaction at the degree of security cooperation. If this 

posi tion did not now ob"tain, we ",el~e completely open to' discuss 

other aspects. However, on our inform ltion, all 'the securi i:y 

arranecrnents 'ere 'Working \.,ell, particularly t as bet"leen the 

police forces 011 the t\.,o .sides. The Taoise3ch said he hoped 

that IIlr. Q52,ll~.r.:h3.n. would acce-pt his assarance that there was 

complete backing on the cecuri ty side und on o'ur bone fides on 

the issue. 

7 . The economic cooperation 'work had borne some fruit. His 

underst:anding 

identified in 

The next step 

was thB.t the very \'fide ran~e of projects had beer.. 

the talks between off'; cial.~ from the North and Sout: .. 

seemed to be to transfer the issue to IVJinistcrs~ .. 
as aBreed in September. 

8. He t hour,ht that Roy Mason and l'1lchael O'Kennedy should get tcr;e.!~hcr 

but ·this meEting could not be on sccuri t.y only. If it were, L.her" 

would be considerable difficulties. The t\~O men must diSCUGf> 

political progress also. The meeting had been arranged but 

the arrangements had been upset by the death of the former PresidenL;. 

The l'ao.i.seaffi said that he hoped that the two could come together 

1 

on an agreed bards for discussion on economic, security, and polit.:. ca 

issues. 

9 ~ I t wa3 not hit... i:utention here to take Vlr. T-1ason' to 'cask on 

particular iS3ues c He must make it clear 'Lo the Prime l~linistE r 

that statements like that o£ the Secretary of st&tc on the La 1-:on 
bomuing were pal'ticuJ.arly danger-ous. , \ Te '>'!erc u"oprGhensi ve ;:) s 

/~n -, J e Republic 
the effects of tht:> type of statement and. :b. .re \!8.·s TI0 poin ~ ':'n 

+"..~ ..:l __ .... ,. _.£' 1._ " '," •• ' . . 
c onc~al ing 1,,1''''- ur.!, vu. '"I.L UL.'".!.: i.t,;8.L,Ll10 on 'l,.r!:! [; r.r'T.~Gr 0 

:/ 
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• 
p. 3 

.. r.. 'l'l p r, aoi s his b'l"'; c purpoc;e . n , eE'k i·ng thi (" 

meetj r ~) w c: to rr~U!.~; 11v•h re we h· u lP t of:f l&st Sl;ptu'lber". 

Ve e;-c "nxious to ma.:.nt· in cooperaticn on security. He \!anted 

to say r once o.g· :T.n, that if there h"ere difficulties, the ordinf r:y 

cham1elE of communication should be used. 

11. On extradi t:~on, he 1.mderstood the British position. HowevE-r, 

he wn.s noi: suT·e that 'Jt~:::· pos i. tj on \··ar; properly unders-tood. 

12. He \•TOuld like to mention also the damage being done by 

Dritish army briefings .. There had bt,.;en references to training 

centres in the 26 counties used by the provisional IRA. These 

references were, in turn, us~d by Airey Nca:(.-<and others in a 

most irresponsj ble "'.vay. He realised that the Prirne Minister 

could not control this type of statement but it ,,.ms important 

to recognise their source and origin. \'lhat these people were 

saying \·:as not true at all. 'i'lhile, of course, he would not 

claim thu.t the Government \·.rere on top of the JRA in the State, 

r.Ir. Callaghan could be assured that \•!e were on their heels 

everywhere. If we v:ere given .:.nformation as to the exis·tence of 

a training carr1p, I\1r. Callaghan could be assured that qulc}{ a·::·ticn 

would follow. This inforrr~ation had not been given .. What had ... 
happeHecl \·ras tl1at ·:;he..L e v1ere refert::nc8s to par Licular places 

which, wl•en chPcked: mirht have indj cated. tha·t -&'"lese plBC' ~-

had been used but that the user had ceased a long time ago. 

13. J.Ir. Calloghan said that he was 

opportunity of" this talk. If he had 

quarrels 11 • The press seemed to have 

very glad to have had ·the 
\,t~ ~.., 

sought it, ~not for "treme!:...,ci...:~ 

taken it in that way. 

There seemed to be a suggestion that the meeting was, in some 

way, a confrontation. It would be most important that they 

should be sorted out on this. Rela~ions between himself and 

the Taoiscach had always been good and that was the way he wanted 

to maint8.in .it. It wouJ.d be Gxtremely important that the way in 

which the mcctint:s \·ms prcscn·tcd in the pres.3 afterv:ards should be 

agreed 8nd carefully watched. 

14. :tie aereed that reln tion_3l1ad deter.i.oruted throuGh utterances 
.,. I... • "' .... I ., f 

on DO t,Jl GJ aes e \'/C '\•l8.11l.:t.Cl ·c~ -+-h- t...·-- ....... -~. -·· v...._J.\,; uv-~ c vc .... 

Oin [;·cai:c~: 1.'!1'. 1't1a,o.on, }1a•-" ·1·1 .... ·: '' ,..0:11 -,.' ·i (' ''0 l.L.cl. dCl1C8 a<:" ~lG - - - - - - - -- ~ "" l-'- '-' "' • ,, ··, '·' ' 

• 
p. -:: 

. 
. r, • 

r 
.L ~rh ""~i id ,. ~nt hi S b~fd c purpoC'e in seeking th':'_ ---

meetJ ~ ) w to rp .... uu Il rl.. re 'we J'l' d le~ toff laf3t Septcm'bcr". 

'e ;er nnxiouf to maint- in cooper~ tion on sE::curi ty. He 'lanted 

to ~ay, once ng In, that if there were difficulties, the ord n'ry 

CharulCls of communication ~hould be usod. 

11. On extradition, he 't.mderstood the British position. HowevE-r, 

he was no i.: su""~ that 'Jl~:::' position " s properly mderstood 

12. He \'lOuld like to mention also the damage being rlone by 

Driti~h army briefings. Tlere had b en references to training 

centres in the 26 counties used. by the provisional IRA. These 

referen~es were, iJ turn, used by Airey Neat and others in a 

most i rresponsi ble ... .;aye He "ealised that the Prime Mj nister 

could not control this type of statement but it ':las important 

to recognise thClir source and origin. What these people were 

saying "las not true at all. While, of course, he would not 

claim thc~t the Government were on top of the JRA in the State, 

I·lr. Cal1aglJ.an could be assured that we were on their heels 

everywhere. If \:8 '.'lere given ':'nformation as to the e istence of 

a training camp, r·~r. Callafthan could be assured that quic}{ a:'~':ion 

would follow. This informa·tion had not been given.. vlhat had 
~ 

hal-JpellE:..cl 'Ias tllat there \ re refe enc~s to par Licular places 

vihich, when chf'cked. mi[ht have indicated tha·t; -&~ese pla r JS 

had been used but that the user had ceased a long time ago. 

13. Hr. CallC3ghan said that he was 

opportunity of this talk. If he had 

quarrels tl • The press seemed to have 

very glad to have had the 
.. h~ 

sought it, (not for "treme:.Qc':s 

taken it in that \·:ay. 

There seemed to be a suggestion that the meeting was, in some 

way, a confrontat'::'on. It would be most important that they 

should be sorted out on this. Relavions between himself and 

the Taoiseach had always been good and that was the way he wanted 

to main:"uin .it. It would ']:le extremely important that the '\'lay in 

which. the meeting \.l8.::> prc<'cntod in the press afterv:ards should e 

agreed 8.11d carefully watched. 

14. He aereed that relationg1ad deter.~.orated. tIll oUGh uttc::r811CCf) 

10' / • " 



• 
- ----------

the !<ore it_ I~lnistLr, :-ir. 0 KPr.Jtc.dy had the Taoi..;eacn' s complete 

confidence. Vll:at v·;.:ts important no\'l \'las to ~ ~"o p the ping-po.1~. 

p. L 

1-Ic .cmev-1 the Taoiseach' z atti-tude o l"l these issues and ·was pa ticuJ.a,.. 

ap~recia:cive of his statement ufter the Lat-pn bombing and of 

hi~ letter to ~r. Bi~Gbi. He toe 
v1h0re they had been in September. 

1.5. He though'c that in doing this it \'las iHrportant to recoenise thP..t 

there were differences of view. One of these was on the questj.on 

o.f declaring an interest in Irish unity., The Dri tish assessmen.t 

was different from the Irish assessment and he thought that i·~ 

v;as clear that both sides accepted this~ However, the ma.1n }."'oint 

was that ·the t"V;o sid ""S had a co'IIJllon interest in preventing 

terrorism. They regarded the IRA as terrorists. He did not think 

that ·there could be objection either to the statement that the 

border must be a factor in the :·.i.ght ae;oj_nst tcrro:i .. "'ism. He did 

not vrant to eo into any further detail olj this issue and thought 

that doing so would be unproductive. 

16. He v1o.s particularly anxious th:.,t this meeting should not be tal-:en 

as a criticism of the Secretary of State in any vmv. What they 
• J 

wan LeG. v.as laXlmUlll cooperd'Lion acr·oss ·t..he borde:.. He agreed that 

ii' th·i ngs go wr·ong we could talk privately 8.bout it. i"lhai; was 

importrl.nt was that any permanent solut.ion must be acceptable to 

both sides. They were i!lterest8d in creating structures of 

Government in Northern Irelanu and the se .antics did not 

interest them. \'t1lether the words used vas partnership or 

participation or ~t..ut'-rchGring did not matter greatly to him but. 

some of these words had w1fortunate impl.ications for some peopJ.e. 

The central point was that they would not tolera·ce a situation 

in Northern Ireland where there vms domination of one group by 

another. 

17. He thot,glrt that the Irish Government had cons1dcrable influence 

-vri th the SDLP. His informatio!1 \·!as that some of the comments 

rn~Hle in ):•ec rrc mon l:h:_j hud led ·to a cooling off on the part of 

tbat party in their G.ttitudes to devolution. It might be that 
the Ir.i.sh Governrr.ont cou1.d ir..f1.ucr:cc t~Lcrn ~.-.o ~~r+·L·c~pa+c -- '-'· }''-' - ''· , .... _ ,, 
C ·-·r:· <:_•.: "UC +; 'I Tt:>.L--'r ; ., ' _,L_l. ~e a' ; s C'UC" c-: 'L. '"'"' 

...... ~ .... , .~... ..._"- .. ' _.....__ "' ..... L...l- .... v ...... 

. ··ul· ·, ·- 1n 
•' I _;_y .J. 

'J'noJ St:;ac~h' s su~se.st:i.on that l1ir. l'Iason c...nd l~r·. 0' Ker .. nedy ::;hn~:t-1 d 

l 

• 
----_.-----

t1'<.: Forci[:n i.'nigtc.r, Hr. 0 K rncdy had the Tao'teach's complE::t. 

co .. fidencc. What \'ias ':'mportant nO\,I was 'CO ) -:-0 p the p:!.ng-pOl • 

p.4 

llc knevl 1.he Taoise ... ch' s atti tud€ 011 these issues and 'was pa ticular 

apprecia:tivo of his ("0 tatemcn't ufter the La/'pn bombing and of 

hic letter to ~r. Biagbi. He toe 
where they had been in September. 

15. He thought that in d.oing this it Vias important to recognise th~t 

there were differE.nces of view. One of these was on the quest5.on 

of cieclaring an interest in Irish unity The Bri·!;'. h assess:ner~t 

vIas different from the Irish asses..,meni, and he 'thought that i';" 

was clear that both sides accepted this_ However, the maln point 

wus that 'che two sides had a comnon in1 erest in preventing 

terrorism. They regarded the IRA as terrorists. He did not think 

that ·l.;here could be objection either to the statement that the 

border must be a factor in the fight aeoinst terrorism. He did 

not \"lant to go into any furthe.':"' detail oij this issue and th" ught 

that do':ng so would be unproductive. 

16. He vms particularly anxious -'chat this meeting should not be taken 

as a criticism of the Secretary of state in any wave What they 
• J 

Wdn Letl vias llCixirnUlll cooperation across °L.he border. He agreed t- at 

if th-j ngs go wrong VIe could talk privately about it. Vthat ",'as 

important ':1as that any permanent solution must be acceptable to 

both sides .. They were i~terested in creating structures of 

Government in Northern Ireland and the semantics did not 

interest them. Vhether the \'lords used \'las partnership or 

participation or ~~ut"-lchG.ring did not matter greatly to him but 

some of tlwse words h:: d wlfortunate implications for some people. 

The central point was that they would not "tolerate a situation 

in Northern Ireland where there \·ras domination of one group by 

another. 

170 Hc: though'\; that the Irj sh Government had considerable influGac e 

vd th the SD:L,P. His information \-!as that some of the commen-ts 

made in :r:ect: not, mOl tIll.) h;ld led to a cooline off on the part of 

that party in their 3.ttitudes to devolution. It might be that 
r.QU-.t.O" .!Y" .. J"",! ',1~r'.~r .-f .. ·....,cn .. +0 ..... "I"+,L: c;p"+c ~ _4.. _ ___ _ _ ".4 'U " }''-' " ,..1. . u.". 

conFiructivcly ~! the discus~ion 
..:. l' .' U J..:l 

~aO-St.achrs sUf,fY:.,sti.on that 11 ~ 1'1 SOl! and. 1"11". Q'Kennedy 

-~ - ----.....;....---=-------

1 



! 01: . to6ethcr aJ.~d to :he idea tna t, we nho 1d go t.[ ck to the 

spir:!.. t of the S..;ptembt;r Comr ... nmi 11Ue. 

18. ThE! Tno:t r-;ear~ Paid that he <~ishsd to rei tcrute the conditions 

p.;. 

as to partici:p;Jtion or powersharing. The absence of a specific 

reference to this in the SeptPrubP.r £;()m'Tll.Jn ·.r.ue had led tc cri "'..:ici~m 

by the.leader of the opposition who sald chat sorr.e reference 

of this sort had been inc.l u.d.ed .in r.very :rrevious communique • 
• 

He \vanted to make it~ quite elear th~t the Irish~ policy was still 

in favour of devolution with pov~er~haring, participation, or 

partnership on a basis agreed by hoth communities in Northern 

Ireland. Again, he wa::; not particul<:-rly interested in the scmant~cs 

of tbc i:::;sue. 

19. Mr •. Callaghan..;.. said t'bat it must be recoenised that unity could not 

be thrust on the people in Northern Ireland. He had the impl~cssion 

that since the Taoi1seach 's ,January i_ntervie'.•.' there had been a 

considerable stirring in Ireland and that all parties now seem 

to be moving in vlhat he \'lOU.ld cGll the Fianna Fail direction ar.d 

uslng Fian."1a Fail language. He noted the change in the policies 

pursued now by the lec.der of the opposition and it seemed quite 

pos·sible that the Labour Party would follov,r along the same lines • ... 
The Taoise3:.ch intcr'Tened to say 'tha-t the La1JOU1' Pa:c·ty confer·~-nce 

was taking place this ·.·;eekend and his understanding \•ras that the 

leader of the party would spend a considerable part of his time 

in talking about Northern Ireland. \fu::J.t he \·ranted to UJlderlinc 

\•/as tha1: the aspiration to rmi ty rEmained in all par ~.,s of the 

Republic and -'chat l t \\'US common to all parties. Hr. Callaghan 

said that his belief was that we could get political progress 

in Northern Ireland by ensu:r·ing a form of Government in which 

there was partnership in the administration, wl).ether this hud 

to be :full devolution or interj_m devolution. There could be 

economic cooperation \·Jithout getting invol red in this particuJ.m ... 

aspect. 

2o. At this point the TaoiPeach read the statement prepared in adv-=>nce 

of t1w briei'lng, as a. basis for the p l·ess briefinrr ~ Hr. CaJ.lq::ha.11 '-' ____ ,__ __ 
said that the statement. appeared ·~o be a bit long and went outsj_c.e 

It \·.ras 

simply common sen::;e ·thr..·:· when di.ffj_cul·tie[> a:-ose they Cl) 1l c1 E~< ' 
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spiri t of the S",ptc.rrd)er Comnnmiq le. 

18. ThE: Tuo <:;eac~ ~a1d that he 'fished to re:.. tcr ...... te the condi tiol1s 

as to participation or powersharing. The absence of 3 specific 

reference to this in vhf" Septpr .. b r t;()mM'lll1 iJpJe had led to cri ticis::u 

by the.leader of the opposition who said that some reference 

of this sort had been inc.1 e.d.ed i:r (wery prevj.ous communique. 

He anted to make' i t~ quite clear to't the Irish~ policy 'vas still 

in favour of devolution \d th power::;haring, p8.rticipation, or 

partnership on a basis agreed by both cO.nrnuni ties in Norther:n 

Ireland. Again, he \'far; not particularly in"terested in the semantics 

of tbe i::;sue. 

19. Mr. ~Calla,rrhan said that it must be recoenised that unity could not 

be thrust on the people in Northern Ireland. He had the impi'ession 

that since the Tao!lseach' s .January intervie\" there had been a 

conSiderable stirring in Ireland and that all parties now seem 

2 0 . 

to be moving in v/hat he \,'ould call the Fianna Fail direction and 

using Fia~~a Fail language. He noted the change in the policies 

pur~ued now by the le8.der of the opposition and it seemed qui':-e 

pos'si ble that the Labour Party vrouJ.d follow along the same lines • .. 
The laoisc3.ch intervened to say that the Labour Pa:c"'Cy coni' r cnce 

was taking place this ·..,eekend and }:is understanding was tha t t!:"le 

l eader 0: the party would spend a considerable part of his time 

in talking about Northern Ireland. '\mat he "ranted to uJlderline 

\'/as tha"t; the aspiration to 'lIDi ty remained in all par t~ of the 

Republic and that .i t WCJS common to all parties. I'1r. C3.1lagh~n 

said that his belief was that we could get political progress 

in Northern Ireland by ensuring a form of Government in which 

t here was partnership in the administration, wl').ether this hud 

to be full devolution or interim devolution. There could be 

e c onomic cooperation without getting invo1 red in this partic"t..Uar' 

a8pect. 

At th:i,s point the Taoiseac read ·the statement prepared in adv-:.nce 

of tl18 briei'ing, as 8. basis for the p.l'ess bl'ip,finc;~ Hr. CaJ_I~f.han 
said that the statement. <::ppeared to be a bit long and went ou:"side 

~ n theJ.r vi ... .,; ~ 

It \','a5 

simply corn .• 0. sense'l, n':: when di fficuJ.·tier' <. rose the:.y Cl) 11 ci r~( 
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• 
togctl1er to talk privately. 

21. 'rhe_,-l.'<oL each c-aid that a repetit~ on of ..,his attitude could be 
mo:::;t dan["erous. He referred to t t; Sunningae:le arrangements 
where i..he Rel-'uul.i.~ l1ad a ·vt:J..·y cl~-:fin.i.te a:tid op~::n statu.::;. H.t.. 

Callagl an said that things had ha.ppened since then. He coulrJ 
give no encouract..ment 01. prospect.:::.; for n nm\· Sun.."'lintjdolc. At 
the ::;arne time, he wished to leep t~:ngs together, as at pre~cnt. 
The Taoiseach said again t.1at any sug~estion of a change on · 'IJ..:..s 
particular iscu~r emerging from t:L.is JLeeting, co1ld have the 
most dangerous consequences. 

22. Mr. CaJ.laghan ·t;he::.1 nsl>:ed if he could have the Taoinoach' s 
assurance that there was a stronP' uolitical drive behind the u • 

2 7. 
.J. 

Gard? and the army, j_n the securi·ty efforts. The _1_aoiseach aid 
that he could give this assurance c;ompletelya There was no passive 
support for the IP..A in ·the Republic. ·rhey had al ienatecl thcmsel vez 
completely from the main stream of public opinion. There was no 
suggestion whatE:oe"~.rer of support for the group among any worth·,;hile 
section of the ~opulation. 

The meeting i:hP.n returned to the tGxt nf the statemen·t which the 
Taois~ach said he would use as the bnsis fer his press - . .(" orl. c ... lr.c:;. 

It was agreed finally that a statement would be drawn up by 
officials, \•Th.ich tb.e Taoi:seach and thE: Prime Ninister \fould 
approve, afterwards. This \·IOuld be used as an agreed basis fo:::
the press briefingj'At the same time, the Taoiseach would be 
free to use the text, as it was, in his briefing of the Irish 
press but there should not be an implic&tion in it that it was, 
in any way, a joint statement. 'l'he Taoiseach rej.terated~ that 
finally, that there should be no suggestion of any lessening in 
the degree of security cooperation as be tween the t\m countries. 

. The meeting then concluded. 
---7 .....-;; ('\ 
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• 
i;ogct er to t lL pri vatcly. 

21. 'fhe_T:lo '''cnch cfli.d that a repeti+ion of this atti*"ude could be 

most dan~erous. He referred to t e Sunningd~le arrangements 

Callaz}·an said t.hat things had h3ppl~ncd since then. H _ coulrl 

gi lie 110 encourClE; mcnt 01 ... T)rospect!:) for n nc" .. Sun...'J.ingd.: le. ..t 
the same time, he -fished to keep tlrings together, as at preccnt. 

'fhe ~raoi 8each sa id aga~"n ~hat any suggestion of a change on thi.s 

particulur iSuu8 f emergIng from this meeting, CO lId have the 

most dangerous consequences. 

22. Mr. Callagh8n '"hem asked ":"f he cou1d have · .... he Taois .ach' s 

2 "7-:;. 

assurance that there WHr' a s"crone political drive beh "nd the 

Gard8 and the army, in the securi"ty efforts. The ..1'_aoiseach said. 

that he could give "this assurance c-'JLl)pletelYe There \'Ias no PP-Sf' i ve 

support for the IRA in the Republic. 'fhey had a1 iena.ted thcmsel eS 

completely froJl the main stream of public opinion. rrhere was no 

suggestion vlho.tE:'oever of support for the group among any vlOrth-,;' .. ile 

section of the population. 

The meetinG thAn returned to the tClxt of the statemen"t; ,·:hich the 

TaoiscRch said he would use as the basis fer lis press . " .(' . 
Or~e.Llng. 

It ' .... as agreed finally that a statement would be dr wn up by 

officials, ",hich "the Tao:rst,:;ach Ctnd thE! Prime Illinistcr would 

approve, after\lards. This i'lould b8 used as an agreed basis fo_ 

t he press brief.:!"ng.~· At the same t":"me, the Taoiseacll \ ..... ould be 

f ree to use the text, as it was, in his briefing of the Iri.:h 

press but there should not be an implication in it that it \'!8.S, 

i n any \/ay, a joint statement . l'ho Taoiseach reitera I"ed r that 

finally, that there should be no suggestion of any lesseninG in 

t he dee;ree of security cooperation as between the t\!O countries. 

" The meeting then concluded. 
_-7 --s (' '\ 
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t t: L !ljt. v L!t(tl.. l-ltt· l) .tl}' ~) ,j._, ..Cv1. 1- .. lllCtttt.·tlt lJt....c.t \..! c..tJ..Lu. ~'-«L~; l..i.t_'t ct li 

barmon:ous rel~t.Lo'lship :wt.v.'c~n Br ·' d~n dnd Iceland is LhC;! com.ing 
t.ogeLlwr of t'1e pvr.,pl~· of 1.r( ldnu un t r agree(1 political structu~·cs 
and vle believe tl1a~ progr.._·~s t.owarC..:s .:h:"1t ob~ie(.;Live would Le .faci ,_i~ute\.: 
lf tho Bri. tish GOV( rnment v1ere to dnc Lare its interest in Irish un J" ty 
and jc:Ln ~li t.h u~ in ;.;o~]::·:ug t-O"'wwu.r'"l.~ 

has not accepted l.hat objective. 
British policy .o 

2. 'l'he absence of nsreement c:s to the ]ong-term objectives sltould not &nd 
does not. inhibit north-south co-operu.Lion bet 1ee the Britlsh 
authorities and ourselves on all mat..tcrs of co:n:-non concern. The nain 
aspects of t.his co-oper at ~.on are j 1 the poli t Leal, sect ri ty and 
economic areas and all ttn: l~ are regularly d~scussed at political, 
diplomatic and of£~cial level. 

3. On the political s~dc, the Prime Minister told me that their propos~ls 
for Cl sys-0•M of 1 in.i tecl c1~ v0lution of powers to a No.rtl::crn Ireland 
eJected body are still on the table. I reiLerated my viev: that any 
powers t11at are C:evolvea 'Y70UJ d have. ·to be 'shared and I am satisfied 
that the Prime l.inister shares my v~ew on this. We will support any 
effort Lo udvancc the idea of devolul:i.on on the principle of povler
sharin<J. 

4. On the .§_ecurity side, we cEd not go into any great deta.i.l but 
satisfaction was expressed again, as it \las aiter our Downing Street 
wectj.ng in Septcrux•r last., at the negree of co-operation under the 
present arrangements. It was agreed t~a~ any problems that might 
arise on ej t.her side from ::iJTI~ to ~:j mP. would be the subject of 
consul tal: Lons tl.Iough th~ normal con~idential channels. 

5. On economiC' co-oPeTP tiOI]_. again "~::e did not go .:i.n i.o det,li l but b11th 
of us are haopy with the progress made at the official level mceti"1gs 
vlh.ich were instituted follov-ling our Downing Street meeting. You w: J.l 
recall that these referred particularly to ~rrangements and 
opportunities for north-south economic co operation . 

6 . In the nor~al course of events, the l1inistcr for Foreign Affairs and 
Nl Secretary of State are in contact on all these matters. As you 
know they had hoped "l.:.O meet just before Easter bu·t plans for that 
meeting fell through following the sudden d<~ath of the former 
President. The ~inister ~nd NI Secretary then decided there would be 
l ittle point i11 meeting at mol-e or less t.hc same time as my meeting 
with the Prime Minister but I assume they will be in touch again 
shortly t.o work out suitable arrangements . 

L ...l_-
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-L-. 

--.. -----~ 

• 
'ivt.. L _lj~ \It: ~il<= l. L.~1' 'Hlly L..t.,~oJ [vJ. 1-' llldJlt..:JlL. 1-' a . awl ~i..aiJ_; l.i..i..y ~IH 
hurrnoI1ious relutionsllip bc:t\H.en Br':'d.i.1 and I-eland is the <..:omlng 
together of tIle J',,-,op]e of J-rc>ldI1l' 1.1 .(~er agre~ cl po:itlcr1l structurC"s 
and vle beliE"ve t at progru,s tovlal-c.lf; t.bc.lt ov.ic.cti l. would Le faci itate~ 
if the Bri.ti~,h Government. were to d~ clare its lnteres-L in Irish l'nit:' 
aIJ.c1 join tlit.h u::; iLl. ;;O:L~"i~lg ,-c;v('tr"'-1.j th t en\~. Driti!311 1-lo1icy 'to -l "",,y 

has not dccepted that object-L-ve. 

2. The absence of aqr(>emen t ,-,s totl".r~ -long-tern objectives should not and 
does not. inhibit north-~oulh co-ope d~ion beticel the British 
authoritie::; and 0 rselvcs on all matt.ers of conmon concern. The main 
aspects 0:: this ·o-operc:..tion are j nthc poli tlca] , security and 
economic areas and all t.' eo are regularly discussed at. polittcal, 
diplomatic and official level. 

3. On the political side, the I'rime Minister told me that their propos~ls 
for 0 sys t0m 0:: J.j nli ted dr volutinn 0 f powers lo ;;l, Nori-h(~rn Ireland 
elected body are still 011 the table. I reiterated my view that any 
povlers that are devolved 'it.oul d haveLo be 'shared and I am satisfi~d 
that th~ Prime llinlster shd-es my view on this. We will support any 
effort to advanc~ the idea of devo luLion on the principle of powe 1':'

sharing. 

4. On the seclrity side, we did not go into any great detail but 
satisf~cticn '.'las expressed again, :J.S l. t \/as ~£ ter our Dovming Street 
meet.ing in Sept.C' 1ber last, at the doryree of co-onerati on under tre 
present arrangements. It w~s agreed that any problems that might 
arise on either side from ti'l1e to ~: i me would be ::11e subject of 
consultations through th"" norn-al confidential channels. 

5. On econom~c co-o~,tion 1 again v:0 did not go into det,1.51 but bl)t;h 
of us are happy \11th the prosress made at the official level meetings 
vlhlch were instj tut:ed following our Downing Street meecing. You wi II 
recall th<3t these l-eferren p~rticulC1rly to arrangements and 
opportunities for north-south economic co operation. 

6. In the normal course of events, the Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
NI Secr~tary of State are in contact on all these matters. As you 
know they had hoped 'co meet just before Easter but plans for that 
meeting fell through follm'ling t11c sudden death of the former 
President. The Minister and NI Secretary then decided there would be 
li ttle point in mel!ting at.. Tlore or less the SilIDe time as my mel2ting 
with ~lC Prime Minister but I assume they will be in touch again 
shortly to work out suitable arra~sem8nts . 

_--J.. ____ ~ 
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'The ~L·r oi:::cach and Prime Jl.:inister had a pri vatc tall':: ·· 

.r · f t · t 1 • J • .r. o:.~_ a r::.cr::~.C's o mcc J.ngs o cxc.1ange VJ..E:'dS on rna L- t:ers o.~ 

common :L n ·t~erc st. 

,. 
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-:-1,.,."' . - ,.,v-r r "' , . ..l.-1 • .1· J , .. , - - ·' ·'.r: ~ -'- --- r_ -, v;;.._. V Lt?\!S "'•~.t; L!.oS8C... J..n ln1C CC~tln'llli~.l.C"!U8 .!.0 __ ,_Q,v.dl __ • L.. .:.·• ·~ • - '-~-· • , 

and security areas. 

They agreed that there shoulC:. be further meetings be·:·· c·_ ~; 

•\ ,. 
The tall{ \·:as ini'orrr.cel and i.'r .i.cndly. 

flpril 7, 1978. 
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1) I"vl.?rn ).l 'raoi<.t, r 11, J·lr .. J. Lynch, 'i' .D . 

[1d 1..' .. . . ..... ~!., IJr t
• 
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~-----------~ 

... 
'Tho ~t( ()i~o~ ch and Pri.:ne JfJinis t6r had a private tL.li< , ~ 

of u series of rr.eetj.ngs to exchange views on mn"L ter of 

Gommon :Ll -~.E'rost. 

.. 
. 

m_I'hey lool' .... A b~(:l< -::0 +hC~l~ d'roc·us(·.:o...., ~1~ Sep.J·::'>n ·h~r .,..., .. -,r", _ \..:.. __ • ~ ,_ v • -'- -1.. ,-> ,,-,.J.. J.. . '.'" .J l.~, j '""' , .- .;; <;, - • - -- • 

a!~a' ·l"e..'TJ.' c ,'ncl p~..,o'r)rr · ,qs SJ' "0 .' 1}"n l' '1 +\.. ~ r ol'i ~(~J c"I""~r-' -_ ,,_ '" ~ .J,v v_ <;.. ,J v!l", 1 J • • v-1.. .0 ., ~'-'~ ...... _'" 

and ~~cu:ity ar~~s . 

They agreod that there should be fUlth~r meeti ngs be~'~~ -

Ministers s r neces=ary. 

The tall: ".'as i nfor8e' and fr i endl y . 

ApriJ 7, 1978. 


	0
	2008_148_709_00050
	2008_148_709_00051
	2008_148_709_00052
	2008_148_709_00053
	2008_148_709_00054
	2008_148_709_00055
	2008_148_709_00056
	2008_148_709_00057

