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Sto~mont Castle, Belfast 

27 November 1978 

The following statement was issued by the Secretary of State for 
Northern Ireland, the Rt non Roy Mason MP, after the death of Ml' Alber~ 

Mileo, the Deputy Governor of 1 Prison Maze ·-

I must express y deepest regret at the co ld-blooded murder of a dedic ated 

and humane prioon offiCial. This act must surely put an end to the 
charade by the Provisional IRA of their concern for the condition of 

prisoners. 

The failure of their efforts earlier in the day to att~act public support 

for n attempt to create public disorde r has been fol lowed by a 

calculated act of brutality for propag nda purposes which must attract 

universal condemnation. 

Mr Mile~ as one of the principal administrators of the Maze Prison,soug, t 
to itigate as f r as was humanly possible the effects of a campaign 
by the I RA designed to reduce conditions within the prison to degradation 

and squalor. 

His concern was to sustain the health of prisoners and to maintain their 
living conditions at the highest possible level of cleanliness despite 
the efforts of the IRA to prevent this. 

Prison officers have acted with responsibility and dignity in the face 

of a callous and inhuman campaign. They must continue to do so. 

The hypocrisy of the Provicional IRA has been clearly and unequivocally 
exposed • . 

Prisoners and relatives of prisoners must now ••ealise how callously they 

are being used. 

NOTE:- This statement was 'phoned to Belfast offices last night. 
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Sto~mont Castle, Belfast 

27 November 1978 

The following statement was issued by the Secretary of State for 
Northern Ireland , the Rt lIon Ray Mason MP, after the death of l' Alber ~ 

Miles, the De puty Governor of HH Prison r,faze :-

I must express y deepest regret at the cold-blooded murder of a dedicated 

and humane prioon official. This act must surely put an end to the 
charade by the provisional IRA of their concern for the condition of 

prisoners. 

The failure of their efforts earlier in the day to att act public support 

for n attempt to create public disorder has been followed by a 

calculated act of brutality for propaganda purposes Which must attract 

universal condemnation. 

Mr Mile~ as one of the principal administrators of the ~aze Prison,SQug lt 

to mitigate as f r as was humanly possible the effects of a campaign 

by the IRA designed to reduce conditions within the prison to degradation 

and oqualor. 

His concern was to sustain the health of prisoners and to maintain their 

living conditions at the highest possible level of cleanliness despite 
the efforts of the IRA to prevent this. 

Prison officers have acted with responSibility and dignity in the face 

of a callous and inhuman campaign. They must continue to do so. 

The hypocrisy of the Provir.:ional IRA has b~cn clearly and unequivocally 

exposed • . 

Prisoners and relatives of prisoners must now l'ealise how callously they 

are being used. 

NOTE:- This statement was 'phoned to Belfast offices last night. 
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