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TO HQ FROM LONDON 
FOR ANGLO-IRISH FROt1 THOr1r SON 

SUBJECT: STATEMENT ON I lOUSE ON PROPOSED STR II<E ACT I ON IN N. I. 

1. t~OST OTHER SPEAKERS TOOl< THEIR l<EY FROt1 MASON'S STATf":1Ft~T .. 
fiREY NfAVE ~LEDGED HIS PARTY'S FULL SUPPORT FOR THE GOVEP~KENT 
AND ITS »!~HRMIIKDX DETERMINATION TO DEFEND WORKERS FROM 
I NT I fv11 DATI ON o HE STHESSED THAT THE STRIKE \~OUL D I f!PE DF 
THE ACTIVICITES OF THE SECURITY FORCES AGAINST TERRORISM. 

2. MPLYI EAUX POI~TED OUT THAT THE STATED OBJECTIVES OF THE 
STRIKE CTION WtRF NOT ~TTAINABLE BY THE KIND OF ACTIOU THAT 
WAS PROPOSED AND ILSO EMPHASIZED THE HAMPtRING OF THE S[CUR!TY 
FORCES' IJOP.~~AL \- ORK. 

3. CLEM ENT FREUD SAID THAT IF THIS WAS THE ACTION OF LOYALISTS, 
HE SHUDD ERED TO T~IINK WHAT THE ACTION or TRAITBRS WOULD BE. 
MASON DEPRECATED ).1 1~ THE USE OF THIS Et·lOTIVE TERI\11NOLOGY, POINTirJG 
OUT THAT NANY, MANY LOYALISTS AND ALL {SIC) THE POLITICAL PARTIES 
IN N I AS \vELL AS ALL ~1AJOR TRADE UN I ON BODIES AdD CHAf~BERS 
OF COM1"1EHGE HAD DECLARED THEIR OPPOSITION TO THE ~, fR 11\E.. HE 
STRESSED THAT IT VAS THe JOB OF THE RUC, WITH THE HELP OF THE 
ARMY IF NECESSARY, TO PROTECT WORK~RS FROM INTIMIDATION. 

4. GERRY FITT ASVED THE SOS TO ENSURE THAT THE STRIKERS 
WOULD NOT GET SOCIAL SECURITY BENEFITS AS THEY HAD IN 1974 
( T H I S \•J A S F 0 L L 0\·1 E D BY G A S P S 0 F Af.1 A Z EM E NT F R 0 M T 0 R Y BE N C H!::. S ) • 
HE ASKED IF PAISLEY HAD BEEN MADE AWARE THAT THE ACTION HE 
WAS PROPOSING WAS TREASONABLE AND THAT HE COULD BE CHARGtD 
WITH CRIMINAL ACTIVITIES. MASON REPLIED THAT WHILE BAIRD AND 
PAISLEY HAD INITIATED THE PRESENT PROPOSED STRIKE, HE THOUGHT 
THAT THEY NOW FELT THEMSELVES TO BE IN THE GRIP OF THE 
PARAt"11LITI'fnES. PEACEFUl ~jiCKCTING '.! :S ~JtTLlR LLY tCCE?T:BLE 
BUT THE BACKirJG UP OF PICKETS BY INTn11DATIO.~ vJAS ILLEGAL 
AND WOULD BE RESISTED. 

5. ~10LYNEAUX AND Pm/ELL \~ERE THE OI'LY UNIONIST ~1EMBERS PRESENT. 
BOB MELLISH SAID Tt-:AT IT ·,·/AS DISGR,\Ct:FUL THAT PAISLEY ~JAS 
tJOT PRE "'E;!T IN THE I:JOUSE TO ACCOUIH FOR HIS ACII Oi~S TO FELLmv 
t·:=t;BERS. ~·lt SON SAID THAT HE tlAS SORRY TCJ HEAR THAT P ISLEY 
H.\D SAID THAT HE DID JOT \'JISH TO l1TTEi~D THE HOUSE AGAIN AS IT 
~AS A WASTE OF TINEr 
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HE SHUDDERED TO THINI< WHAT THE ACTIOtJ OF TRAITORS WOULD BE. 
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STRESSED THAT 11 WAS THe JOB OF THE RUC, WITH THE HELP OF THE 
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WAS PROPOSING WAS TREASONABLE AND THAT HE COULD BE CHARG~D 
WITH CRIMINAL ACTIVITIES. MASON REPLIED THAT WHILE BAIRD AND 
PAISLEY HAD INITIATED THE PRESENT ROPOSED STRIKE, HE THOUGHT 
THAT THEY IOW FELT THEMSELVES TO BE IN THE GRIP OF THE 
PARAMILITMnES. Pr-ACEFUI PICK[TING \/:.S NtTURfLLY :'CCE?T..\BlE 
BUT THE BACKING UP OF PICKETS BY INTIMIDATION WAS ILLEGAL 
AND WOULD BE RESISTED. 

5. r-WL YNEAUX AND pmJELL ~'JERE THE OIIL Y UN I ON 1ST t-1EMBERS PPESENT. 
BOB MELllSH SAID THAT IT WAS DISGR~CEFUL TH~T PAISLEY WAS 
rJOT PRE"'E,iT I N THE UOUSE TO ACCOUiJT FOR HIS ACT I O'JS TO FELLmv 
r::::t;BERS. t-II-SON SAID THAT HE 'fJAS SORRY TO HCAR THAT P ISLEY 
H,\D S,~.ID lHAT HE DID JOT \'JISH TO t,TTEiJD TtlE HOUSE "GAIN AS IT 
vIAS A 1.1ASTE OF TI~lE .. 
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