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Sccrct.:1ry 
Dcnor · r.ont vi Forci3n ~ffoirs 
:Uublin 

1. I received on tl1e ~orninc of tho 25th April o telephone call 

at 9.30 a.n. from the 3ecrctariat of 3tato askinG me to coll at -·- ---. 

12.30 p.~. on tho Sostituto. I had no vay of kno~ing why I was 

beinG brou.~ht in so ex:ceptionally t=md the only conclnsion uas 

thc-t it had to clo \·ii'Gh an Iris h qu0stion. 

2. I duly attende~ at the Secretariat of Stvtc ond mei· the 

.3ostituto ';iho presented I!lC \\'ith th0 3nclosed note (_\.p:pnnto). 

Havinc read it, I put it bac1;: on ·the toble in f~.:·ont of hin ar..d. 

told him f:cc-n1lcly th:Jt "I \·ms not h::J:p~,j- ;.-;i th it". 3y put~cins it 

back on the table I meant to indicate in terns of traditional 

dipl01:13cy that I mi~:;!1t no.t accept it. 

3. The Jostitnto ·(;hen ~·ICnt into o lone explon::.'tion of 1·:hy I ~1::cl 

the matter: ~.lad. to be brou~)lt to oP.:: n:ttcntion . But the _ Hol~ .. 

\•iDS ·"c·' · i ,1.·.· ~ l..o ••• v in hiB psstorol capocity. 

4. I asl~.;d ·t.;he .":Jasti tuto '.!D.C I "co t(~}.:c it th:d; the .:>ecre ·~ ·:ci:r'.; 
tl1e 

\i8.S "1 ~ 1··· """ .1 ' : ..... J. ... .l.~~...., 

stri';:o . '"',... '·•"-' ... ) 

O':"'l ; ~1 · :-, .... 1·v~"'~,1t·~ o- ,·"' ''~"'~ -·~·~···1 ~~o ,·'· ,,.~.1·· ....... , ..... 
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SCGrct.:lry 
Den3r'~0nt 0i Fo~ci3n ~ff.oirs 
uublin 

AMBASS/,OE O'IRLANOE 

lIOJJY """1 , .. , 
j..J.~J • ...J 

1. I j~ecci yed on the 17l0rninG of t!lC 25th ApI'il Cl telephone c:..1l1 

at 9.30 a.n. from the aecret~riat of State BskinG me to colI at _ .. - - ., 

12 . 30 p . r:: . on the Sostituto .. I hod no \'laY of kno·.Jinfj \",Illy I \·:a3 

beinG brou.~ht in so G:;{ception<Jlly ond the enly conclnsion 'I.·JaG 

th~"Ii it had to do \,d'ch an Irish qU0stion . 

, . 2 . I duly attende.d ot the Secreteriat of St['tc and met the 

" 

30stitu'~0 ';iho pre8ented me \vith th0 3nclosed note CiPJ,unto) . 

Havins read it, I put it back on 'che table in f~"ont of 11in ar!~ 

t Id h · f '] l..' till t .. . . , . t " --- t· . .,.... . t o ~m :c£m.c.Y \,11:3 \"IOS no 11~:P:.\T vn '(;ll ~ . .. -.:.,y pu. ",au::'; ~. 

back on the table I meant to indicote in tcrGs of traditional 

diplO!:l3cy that I misht no.t [tccept it • 

3. ij;hc Jostitnto then ':lent into D lone ex:rlon!.~tion Ol '.·:uy I :l::d 

t he matter ~.la<.l t o be brou~i1t to OP.:. ... i-l'ftDntion . But thc , EoJ.~'· I-':J.'l;;iGr 

WDe nctin~ 0n~~rely in hil p03torol capocity . 

4. I Dskt;d 'che .::';ostituto uno I to t~11'.:Q it tll:d; the 'Je cre 'c'?::,i~t 
t he 
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hun2;c r strikers hocl been rcr.w~.red to the Gtn:::·Dt.:;h Ho :.:; fi_:L-!.;cl-

that it vas over. 

. - ·. ''·· ... . .... ;. '· - ... 

I 

The 3ostituto expl~ined thst they were receivinc rnessoccc 

about the conJition3 in Portlaoi~c and that they felt obliced 

to bring this to our attention an~ - the Appunto was referred- to 
-

ac;sin os it loy on the tGble • ..:\.t this time ny impression \vos 

tha-t--the 3ostituto \'lOS bc3innin3 to worry <Jbout lilY \~uestion o s _ ~ -;-_ 

_ tO --\·:_l:lether the note \·Tas an inte:r·vcntion. He discloir:1dd a:1y such - -

intention ond a3mrted that the Holy See uos entirelJ,. conric.lcnJc 

that the Government of Ireland. uould lli'1der3t~tnd the reos ::m uhy 

the matter was being raiocd. 

- -
6. -r_: -biOUGht tho 3ostituto back again to the matter of 

intdl"vcntion fror.1 \·Thich he \-IDS by no\•/ bor1-"' n,.,. v :.'-~- t.: off. navinr:; cliS:;?OSed 

.. of '.!.intervention" he c::qHained. thot the IIoly .3ce ' s pooi tion 
'-

misht be described as "i:1t8re.soeo 11 • I asl:ed him if he ;neant 
-

by - this thot the :!~G uas on "interest" . 'f-ie ;j r··p~P~l Hi th thi.::; bldi I - u- --..~"' 

thin\: i:1 fairn~:Js he did not cooprehend ·. ·ih~t I Has clrivins ~+ ._.. v• 

1 . .-

** II ** 
. . 

?. I turned the conversation into nore practical teros at thi3 
I 

point and I aoked him three quostions: 

~ · \ i~ h;u r.1any nes ::a~cs/icttc;rs ·h:Jci· th<~y r:;cei vcd; 
• • ., , ,.., J "' ..... 

•· . , ~ ' :t:J.. \Tnere 1lJCL CJW"j cor::c .t ro:J; 
\ 

• • • , :"1 • , b ,.. tl 'T' 1 ~l 
.J.:J..:J.. Jl:JCL -c~1~y con r:w :.:; tl.;' fro~:: .:or -_lcrn ..~..re .:m::z.. 

I had e:~loined to hio that I Qi~ht not h~ve the richt to 

thene qu0stipn:.:; but thst ...,"\'. ,_,., Governwcnt ~ould p~ob~bly feel 
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hUl12;er strikers hoG. been reMo"led to the G'lD::.:'DCh HO ::ifii·tcl . 

that it was over. 
• ... J \.. _ ... J. 

I 

The .30stituto explained th8t 'i-hey ~'lere receivinc P1eSSOGe::; 

about the conQitio113 in Port130i~e and that they folt obliced 

to brinE this to our attention and ·the Appunto was referred- to 
-

aGain os it lay on the table. At this time cy impression was 

the-t--the 30stituto \lOG bC3inninG to \'lorry nbout lilY c:'~uestion 0.3 . ~ -:-_ 

_ to - "']:lother the note \'18S an int~n'vcntion . FIc di3cloindd a::1Y such 

intention and a8mr'ted that the Holy See \'IOS entirel~f conficlent 

that the Government of Ireland \'JOuld lli"1der3t~tnd the re0I3:111 \!hy 

the matt~r was being raised . 

6 . '~ ' brouGht the 30stituto back again to the matter of 

intdl"vcntion iron \·,11ich he \'/o.s by no'" bGcJ.-.:in0 off . !:-IavinG c1.is?osed 

" of " ~intervention" he c:~l)J.ained thot the IIo~y .3ee t s position 
";.. 

miGht be de3cribed as "i:ltere·ssee" . I 8s1:ed him if he meant 
. 

by - this thot the :!:'? UOB o.n "intere::;t" . 

thin\: i!l fairn~:Js he did not cODprehcnd ',ihnt I Has drivins at • 

... . 
** II ** 
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7. I turned the conversation into nore practical teras at thi~ 

\ 

point; and I asked him three qUlJstions : 

' :' . \ i~ h~t.l r.wny I:les 3a~.,:)s/icttGrs 'h:Jd t11(1] r8cci voC!. ; 
• • .. ' ... , J' .r 

•. ., \ J.~ \1nOre 11..3(.(. CJ18"j conG J..ro!'J ; 
\ .iii h:)(l they boon !!io 8 tl~' fro::"! :Zorthcrn Irel:.m.d.. ~ 

\ . . . 
I had e:q>loinecl to hiD that I rai~ht not h:::ve the riGht to 

, . 
!ll!!i 

thene qU'?3tipn::; but th3t ay Governr.:e:lt \':ou1<1 p::,ob~ol~: feel 
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hod D~cn between 20 ond 25; that they were mostly froQ reliLiouz; 

and th~1 t the nl3 jo ~:- i i.:y uere from the 3on th. 

** III ** 

_ 8. Turninc to the moteriol in the note I did point out the reaso~~ 

had been snucgled into the prison 8t Portlaoise some time bac~ 

causei oevera don8se. I told him th9t only lost week (the 18th 

April) the 'l'ooise <.lch hod snicl in the firmest to:C'ns thn t there 

would be no ~nquiiy into the conditions ot Portlaoise end that 

the Government uould not allow it. 
up 

The Zosti·cuto seemed to ·pul1. himself/out alr.10st inperceptibly 

\'!hen I told him t~13t the Taoi3each h:::ld s3id thi:lt there ~-JOuld be 

no enqt'.iry; he a:::;~in \·:ent into a nest r.1eticu2.ous oxplanatio:'l of 
~ ~ ' . . ..... 

wiwt they ;1ere doin0 - and osoin I becon to detect that he •·ms 

1 , · b 1 m• -· t ·.... · · 1 t' t' t -1- • • pu .~.~nc; . 3C ~ . . ... .ue "-'OS -~ vUl:O 30~(. LlGt -l1GY uere no iJ.USiJ vlOn:.-r,c; 

for on~ no!nEmt the ·.-:c.;r in \·!~ic 1 the Iri:..>h Goverrmcnt ues hanr11:.~1~ 

thinc;s; th:-1 t only t~18 Gove:o.:·nn:')nt coulj. r.v~ke a proper jucl~}1Gnt; 

of the situation and thDt t~H~y uore enti.roly ::;ati:afied to ebid.; 

by this jud<.Pe:1t. I'llc . Sosti tuto at tJ·:i~~· point see!ned pDrtic·c.l~):·J.:/ 

int3nt on ro~ovinc oven the oli3~test inference that the Holy 

.3ee uos in tr~ldinc into tl1e Govel'nnent' s sphere of rGspon::;i1Y~ . J. :i i.:y, 

ond he <Jcoin e~1prw s izcd in very clear terms the Rely .Jee ' :3 

alone, ·.TCJS co;·.1patcnt to ns::;c::;::> th8 si ttwtion and to take the 

. .~ ..... 
~, . -· · . .. 

" 
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hDd b~on between 20 and 25; thot thoy were mostly Iron reliLiou~; 

gnd th8t the m3jority Dere from thc 30uth. 

** III ** 

_ 8. Turninc to the moteriol in the note I did point out the reuso~= 

for tbe alloGcd ueve:::-e S82TchinG--ul' .. d Jcold hin thot explosives 

had beou snucgled into the prison ~t Portlaoise some time back 

h'· , ' . I , t' "1 . " d -, \"l ~(;n PGrL!lli'vCU. -_le e 30G1)0 0 ... 'SeVE;rG. (lUltC;(~:rou :.) pr~::30n8r3 nn 

cause1 Gevera dOr:l8se . I told him th9t only lost week (the 18th 

April) the 'llDois8[.lch hDd snid in the firmest torns thn t there 

would be no ~nquiiy into the conditions at Portlaois0 and that 

the Government vbuld not allow it. 
up 

The oOf;-~i-cuto seemed to 'pull himsclf/but alnost iTJperceptibly 

,.,hen I told him t~19t the T30i3each hsd s3i1 that there ~'lOuld be 

no enql'.iry; h~ ascin ".'ent into a most r.leticulous cxplanatio::l of 

wlwt they ' .. lGre doinb - and oG8in 1 becon to detect that he ~'ms 

pullinG 9oc1::. Tlie Jostituto .30id that ,thGY \"/e1.'8 not lJ.u~)iJtion:'~\G 

for ono nO!!1ent the ';.'3;[ in \'!~ic>, the Ir:i.:311 Government ues han(11:'~1:"; 

thinGs; t11,'1 t only t~18 GoveI'nr,lcnt could, [1:).1::8 3 propel" jud~nGnt; 

of the situation 3210. thet they \"lore enti'rely ::;ati::.3fied -Go ebid.:: 

by this jud<.pent. 11110 Sosti tt1"GO a.t tJ-:i s' point see!ned p:Jrtic'c'l:)):'l:y . ' 

int8nt on ro~ovinG even the ~li~~te8t inference t~at the Hely 

.3ee Vl:JS :tntr:ldin~ into tile GOV81'i.'lnent'::; sphere of rcspon::;i'b ';,l:i 1:], 

Dnd he CJcoin e~,lplwsized in very clear terms the Hely ,Jee':3 

accGp-cvnee 'b:l:::.t t110 Govern:-:.ent of Ir8lani, :md th9t Govcl'n:-:::r.t 

alone, ',1::)8 cO ;·.1petent to 3s::;e::; ;;; t1l3 situDtion nnd to tfJke the 

, 

" ' 
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hod by noi'l fcl t I \·1~.8 cor!1inc, to c:;r:i.ps uith the So.stituto, 

asked hi1:1 i/)}ethcr nn~· pv.blicity 1.'!0ulcl be c;i vcn to tlle foot t~1::1·l; 

I \·Jas col led in. He said nv. I told him . th!:lt if the Voticon allo·,iOd 

it::1elf to be il'~voJ.ved in ' this way uith ·the pl'inoners in Fortloo:i.:Jc, 

tho Govornnent of Irolsnc1. uonlcl to1\:o a sGr'iou:;; vim·J of ·i.;he mo·ctcr. 

I . trifd l1irn that the Tooiseo~~ was a mon utterly dedicated to the 

maintenance of lou and ordcro 

.. ·, 
. . . 

10. I hod the feelins at this point thot the .Sostituto (that is~ 

\'lith refe.2.'ence to our GovcTnnent to!:ing a serious vie;·:) \·ms beco::1ins 

· . rather nervous and he then, I thouc;ht, chansed. his tactic:> . He said 

qui·l;e amiobly tho.t he kne•.-1 of cour~w that I 1·1ould not send the 

Ap:punto to Dublin becouse "it misht SOl!1ehol:7 be releasecl 11
• I said. 

to him "_~ /hat is it :for then?" He sai(l "It is for you olone anC. 

for tb.e Ernbassy 11
• I uas co~vir1eed he changed his line at this 

-
point ; thot, uhen the intervieu stnrtod , he hod osstmod thDt the 

Appu..r:tto uould e.;o to .Dublin ond thnt the inter-vie\·J uould have bee:n 

reduced to ny conductin~ o defence ~f my Govcirnnent ' s policy towards 

the prisoners . A copy of ·the Appunto I am , ·of course, for~ardins -

with a tronslation - so that ~he Doourtment ~ov e~o~ine its teroG "" - ... 

for itself . 

11 . · I ~~ sked the ,.'Jo:~d;i tu.to \·J~lat they \·Tere go ins to .-:wy to the 

people w~o hod written to th~m about this question . I anked 
. . . ... 

him ~·!~!ether they './C::'e soinc to sa;;• that th2;/ lnd hcl<l th·3 Iri.s:'l 

Anbass3dor in 3'!1d had spo~:: -:ni :to hin 'obout ·:i:!;.; :1e S3.:Ld. u.o. I 3:J:·:ed 
.. : -.. 

they t~en ~oins to se~1 to 1)eo·01e . ... ... .~aii 

";·le or·e ;::oJ...· nc to ::.;av not~1:Lnr at all" . 
- '" . u 

• .. 

• I 
I 
• 

** IV ** 
.. .. . ,,-

hod by now felt I W~8 cominG to Grips with the So~tituto, 

; I \'Jas called in. lIo said 110. I told him . -I;h9"[:; if the Vatican ollo;iod 

it::'ielf to be i1~volvecl in . this \'lay \'1it11 ' the prinoners in Fortloo:i. :J3 , 

tho Governneht of 11'o1311c1. \ iO 1.1. 1 cl tako a .3Gr'iou:;; ViO\'1 of 'che IilO'i;'i;c:r. 

I -t6fd llirn thot the Tooise6~~ was a mon utterly dedicated to the 

~3intenoncG of l ow and order. 

.: ",. 
. " 

10. I had 'lihe feelins at this point that the Dostituto (that ;s~ 
- # 

. .. , .. 
\'1i th rei'ol'ence to our Govcrnnent t01:ing a serious vie'.':) ,':as beco!.1ins 

, , rather nervous and he then, I thOUG}1t, chanGed. his tnctic!,. He said 

quite amiDbly thnt he lme':1 of course that I ,']ould not senel the 

Appunto to Dublin because "it misht sO~'1aho~., be released". I said. 

to him tI_~ Jhat is i 'i; for then?1I He said lilt is for you nlone nnc. 

for the Ernbassyll. I \'Tas co~vinced he cl1anged his line at this 
-

point; t113 t, \"!hen the intervieu s to.rtod, he hod OSSUT;1Qcl t118t the 

Appunto uould So to Dublin Gnd thnt the inter-vim'] uould have beon 
. . . .. 

reduced to l:1y co'nductin[;' D defence 'Of my GoVE!l .... nnent's l'olicy tmltlrds 

the prisoners. A copy of 'the Appunto I am, ·of course, n , • .!or';lal'(L2nS -

~/l.·~ -h a ~~~ ·.~S '.Li;J.~t~on - ~o ~11·~,~ ~he -. '~mcnt r.l"- ex- "~~n~ • v v'" _ d ..... _ ~ __ V \, !JCpUI v _ .1.1.J <-'_ ._..... -

for itself. 

11.' I ~Jsked the :.10:3ti tuto \'I~)at they Here goinG to .:'8;;r to the 

people \1::0 h0d \'iri tten to them 8b01.~t this qnes tion. I 8Gl~ed 

'. -
him u!2ethcr they ',!e~e Goine to sa~' that tlwy h3d had the Iris:1 

AmbGssador in a~d had ~po~o~ ~o hin 'obout -it. ; ~e ~a~~ no. I 38~ed 
. "~ . 

hin wh~t wore they then ~oins to 3c~1 to ~11c 3 e people. ~e ~aii 

tt'~'le DI,n ;.:oinf"l' to -=-3V not" ';n- ·a.J- ~llll \".. _ U oJ ~ "". l.i . "", U 1I c,.. • 

I •• 
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** v '~* 
-· . ' • ' ~ • • ~ • • ' • I t • • 

1~. !n rec~rd to uy suspicion mentioned above th~t ~10 ~ostitutc .. ; ··- . ... - . 

couy:; e of the intcrvic·11 reoJ.l :..:ocl t~,:1 ·: : ..; ~- 'J • 0 ~ -·ihly ~- v ..... v .. 0:., p .;, •.J ·- ..., 

chance in the at~o2phere a~ain t~ten I stood up to l ~~vc . I ru0n~icn~d 

to Get o reaction from h~~. lie brushed thi~ off and rctt~ncd to 

the .sub~c~t oS he bponed tho door: trr~ry to rC:ilCi::lbor thot ue t;;et 

these letter8 all t~e time from people oll ovnr tho ~orli and 

that the ~:Ioly Father is oljly actinc :in a poGtornl .sense in ro:.;c! :-.cd 
-

to the3o thinss''. He listed Head3 of State obout whon they are 

~~ -·-.:: =l • J_- . .. · ~- .:~ . • J ~ b t. 1 tl ,,, 1 f I -go17VXw....; ::.-e·c~.>--o·:e-c-omp.L·J .Lll ~,:-an"" 1.0 nlGn J.Oncc - 1e ;:J_1o 1 o -- ran . 
~· -- -- - - -·- --- - ---=--- ----- - --- -

-r,• 11 .l . ' ., '- ' t . . . ' b , t .1.1 ~no_ .. y - \e SDJ.u- ·cna.-~.~ 2. mJ.c;.:1-c per.rlCJl);_; e ocs ·c if I wrote a note 

. 
,3ee i~e s ·.been ·:cec8i ving-tL.u)3e letter3 nnd. ·!ih~y felt _y ... ~:.ler._ a 

responsibility to bring their recei~t to ou~ notice but on 

h··Jn .-:oy-.·~ :-n,.-;; oil r~ro'm(1,.. only: I said I \!OUld ltO th:Jt . s:'he~~e VIas ~10 lt v.:.J.- J~--- · w t..... ~t.J 

further refere:1co to hi::> .\l)ptmto • 

I enclose a cop; or Report for the Tacioecch ' s 

<:: - ( . 
"\ ; . '•, .., · . 

~ + , • • •• 
;'. 

.-

• ' J 
. r 

- . ., ' -
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... . .. 
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** V )~* 
o .... • ' .. . ' • . . ~ ~,. , 

". I 

1~. !n re c erd to uy suspicion mentiQ~ed above th~t ~la Jostitutc 
~ # ."_..... - • 

,in ':;11 8 COUY : j8 of the intcl'violJ reali :..: ccl tQ.U 'l; -it \ '10;] 1:'03,::;:i.bly 

chanCG in the at~o ?phere a~ain t~len I stood up to lc ~ vc. I rn0n~icn~d 

sone luncheon ei'!co cement s ~'lb ich I lw u. next ',/C ');: abo'..tt ',:!.lic:', I '.! ~! n " ; '3d. 

to Get El reaction from hi)ll. He brUGDecl thi :3 off !mu. rotu:':'ned to 

the Eub~ect oS he bponecl the door: If'!;ry to rOU1o::lber that \'le (jet 

theso lettero all t~e time from people all OV0r the worlj and 

that the ~oly Father is o~ly actinc in a p03torol sonse in re~crd 

to theoc thinGS!'. He listed Heacl3 of State about whon they are 

-r;ot'~i-ns~ le'ct-e!:~ ()f-conJpJ.:JilI L .cmd- he mGntionccl the .shah of Iran . 

. " 

,3ee })8 S', bcen"i3'ec8i vIne; ~ =tLtC3e letter.3 ond. th~y felt ~u~~l£~ a 

re8~onJi~ility to bring their recei~t to ou~ notioe but on 

hum~m:!.. :';,;)J::,iC:lll, crolmdo only: I said I \!ould lLO th:Jt . Tl!e:-ce "/as :10 

furthel.~ refere:'2c.e to hi::; :l.1munto • ... ... 

I ~nclose a cop: -'-' . 
t .. ,j1~S Report for the 

,'-

l ' 
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- . , 
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T[lcio8C\ch ' s 
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Vrrbic::n City 23rd .\ pr·il, 

APPUl"~TO 

The attention of t~1c :3ecret:J.ri :l"!; of i3t~to has bc~~n <.lra·.-m to the 

hunrcr s"Gr:l.l-::o bcr::;un on 7th II.:1::.:'ch by nbout t\'iG:tJcy political 

pri[:one:r.s in the Pl'i8on of :Por·t .laoise ::mll of the Currash. 

This strike appears to have bGen off:i.ciolly cnlJ.ol in orc.'..el.~ to 

obt8in more lu1m3ne tre3tnent in this (sic) penal institutio~ 

'·111,.-e 120 po"'.;·'-;cal · · 1 b ··,.,r-- c-ub·icc·'-,.., ,j ·'-o , ~l: '- .J... v.J... pi'l:}Oners nre SeDm~n:_; Y Cl....Ju •J v..., '-·""' • · t. 

extremely severe measures • 

Follouing rcque.Jts f~:om_ sev.e:ro.l_ .qun.::..~te:r:J, the Holy 3oe appe0ls 

. to- the Government of Ircland·'l;-(;- e:inrc-ss ·to it. 'its conccrD ~~o::-
·-··-- -- -- ....... --· - ~- - --- .... 
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the li v~s of the pr:is;n·;;s \·Jl.lo ' h~~-ve -bem:- en huns~r strJ.I(:c fo:::.

some tine ~ow and ic confidant ~hat 3Uitnble meD3ures will ~e 

taken to miticato the treatment Hhich nprc ars to be rese2:-ved 

above all as re~ords contnct3 bctwee~ thoo 

and their fa~ilies . 

In no~in~ this de~orche, the Tioly Jeo declares t~at it i3 

actinr;; en !;:i.r0ly on lmn::J.nitori8n sr·otm-:.ls .. 
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A P P U }; T 0 

The attGntiol! of t~1C ;3ecret3ri:J'l; of ;3-l;;;tc h8s be~~n d.ro· .. m to the 

hun[cr str:1.1~e beGun on 7th llo:::,ch by about t\'iC:1Jcy political 

prisone:cs in the Pri::wn of J:or'c'lo6ise ::lTlll of the Currach • 

This strike oppeDrs to have been off:i.ciCll1y collci in o1."c.~e::..' to 

obt~'lin more hum3ne tre3.tnent in this (sic) penul institu·i.:io:l 

\,/here 120 po '1_itica 1 pri:}oners o.re seamin:.;ly beinG subj ectcd to 

extrcmely severe mC3surcs. 

Follo\:ling rcque.Jts fI'oH!. sever31_ . .qu:l~teI'::;, the Holy 3ee appe~ls 
. -

to the GOVG1"'nment 0:( Ireland :t·o·- e:cDre's:3 'to it J. ts concern fo:: 
-~. -- - -~ ... ~- - - ~- - --- -
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.oll. ... .. ~ 

the liY~s of the priso:Gcrs \·!~O have -beG!:- en hunsor stri.:c fo',::, 

somc tine ~ow and is confident that 3uitoble IDeD3urcs will ~e 

taken to mitiGate the treatment \'l11ich npfC ars -'co be reS0J:veu. 

for these 1) '",; ~onl":>""" .... . _ _ ...J v ... .j , ~.bove all as .. 
and their fa~ilies . 

In n~~in~ this de~orche , the IToly Jee declares t~at 

ec tine;; en tirely on In .. m::mi cnri~n Gl.'on.l'1:1s . 
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