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·· A. N0tE' 6-N ·~A 1-m.EiiNG. ' BETt;JEEN AN sDLP DELEG !\tioN 'i\N D t--IR. 'Ro'v r~AsoN , 
' SECRETARY OF STATE FOR NORTI1ERN IRELAND AT STOR\\10NT CASTLE ON 

MONriAYa JANUARY 31, 197~. THE MEETING .. LASTED FROM 5.30 P.M. UNTIL 
7l.l5 P\M .. .:.. s 

.• J .• J ~- ~ ;- .. 

SDtJP' ' w.is "· represented by M e; ~srs. G. Fit't' ~ J. Hu~e ' · A. Currie' 
·,) :-p~ De~fi:n'[ -s. Mall:on arid D. McAre·avy. · 1 

' 
: · · •• J Lj· ;r .r .r.:;- , . . ; . :" .r.., 

Mi, M'&s<?,fi'r*cis accompanied by Mr. Don ·concannon 3:nd·~ v.arious-
o~~f'i'ciaf·S' 'i'rom the Northern I:l:'~l~nd O££ice. · . · .t ., ~-" 

: r ~ i. : · I· 
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The note is not an exhaustive report o£ the meeting but includes 
the main points made especially by Mr. Mason. 

·R~ :~·:t.'soN ': . I extend a very hearty ~:1~-ome to t~e ~~DL.P ·: ~!~%~es-~nt-
at_.:if"-~.S'tl ·!" ~ .. _l.o,ok £orward to. having a £ull, £rank and hearti to 
~~a.r,t- :!d~scu~sion. You are a most impo.r.tant element i !rhNorthern 
t.J;e;L,an;cf •. : You are the voic,e of t.he minority . in Nor-thern· I rel ahd. 
1 , ~epe.np. !!Jreatly on SDLP in the drive towards the establishr1ent 
<?~. qe~p},.v~Q. .tgovernr.H?,nt here. I wa·nt the SDLP to continue and ~to 
~e;e :: ¥-Pll[ he.ad~ng_ .tq.wards partnership governme·n.t ·.· , I don't beli··eve 

~~p ~:i,..~-~~:t R_ul.e £or its o~n · sake. ;r want partne-rship government 
but ,~~~.F;tl ijule mus1t cqntinue unt·i .l t ·he· ma.jori ty o£: both sides · 
~)e,e ,o~r :.de~q.lved government·. · I acknowl~dge. :.there has been· •::·_. c • 
criticism about the abs~nce o£ pol'i tical ·init:iati ves but · I · am:, ·.·· 
in fact, very keen to get movement and I have been active. For 
example the Tories appeared to woo the Unionists at their confer
enc.~ .. and X .sent £or . Airey Neave to cl·a:r:i£y the . pos.i tion. __ :Y£ ~.-··_!..:..!.. 
s~ught and received as.surance from him, £rom the . :£loor of·.:the 

.. -House, what .the Tory policy was. I am satisfied· with · that' assur
ance • . I i.nfor1:1ed Dublin. Certain phrasing has :· now been ·str.en·g .th-

. . eneq at the instigation o£ ·the; /faoiseach. . Thus pa:rtnershi'P; is ;· 
f'irmly -back on the rai;l.s. on· No.vember 2 I sent a letter· to: Gerry 
Fitt., .rea£fir:ming the posi t.ion. The Molyneaux plan cane £-orwa:rd 
and this plan clearly moved. away from ·the UUUC Convention Report· 
The plotting to move the Unionists at least produced the Molyneaux 
~lan. This plotting will cont~nue in conjunct~on with the £act ' 
that the Tories haye been brought bac.k £irmly on the rails. .J 

, . . -
G. FITT: - When you succeeded Me.rlyn Rees it was. appreciated -that 
a lo\) jam existed but the way t'hings are going: you ~ no·t · going 
t9 get. devolved government. Tpe. minority has no forum except - one 
M.P. The Unionists are hoping for a slintering o£ the SDLP. We 
don't want to be the representatives ~ased on a religious tag. I£ 
SDLP split_s up our supporters will go into the a..rris o£ -t:he IRA .• . 
The people outside are frustrated. They don't see ·~hat we have 
done,. . All t~e peopJ.e have seen is the intransigenc·e . -of. the Union
ists back~d by the Government. Unless our supporters . see some 
concrete move towards genuine power-sharing. it wiJ:!l ;·add to the 
current depression and despair. We wouldn't have accepted the 
Molyneaux plan even if it had been accepted by the Unionists. But 
MoJ_yneaux was not able . tp sell his plan to the- Unionists: • 

:· ~ ,-;, .1 v.: ···-· -· i. 
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' . '/i. NOtE' ON 'A NE'ETI NG' BETNEEN AN SDLP DELEG t\TioN '~N D ?vIR. 'RO'y f-1ASON, 
I SECRETARY OF STATE FOR NORTHERN I RELAND AT STOR~lONT CASTLE ON 

M'ONrJAY, JANUARY 31 z 1977;'. THE MEETING LASTED FROM 5.30 P.M. UNTIL 
7".15 P .MIo .. ~ $ 
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SDLl' ' wa;s -= represented by M~ssrs. G. Fit't'~ J. Hunter , A. Currie, 
") ;P~ De,~li:n~ -So Mall:on arid D. McAre·avy. · I ' 

l' :i:~·;".~ L :;- . I ~ ; ': t=, 

t-h.:, M'a:son,r\iicis accompanied by Mr. Don ·Concannon and" v.ario·us- ' 
of:t'fciai"'S" ' i'rom the Northern l:i:'~i~nd O:f:fice. ' . 1 ,:~> 

: er i.: 11' 

The note is not an exhaustive repo~t 'a:f the meeting Gbut ::'i~~ludes 
the main points made especially by Mr. Mason • 

. , 
·R~ MASON; . , I extend a very hearty welc-ome to the i . .sDLP ' repr~se;';'t
a ~.iry~;S .·r ~",l.o.ok :forward to. having a :full, :frank arid- heart: to 
~ea;.rit. -!ci}.~cu,ssion. You are a most impO,r.tant element i !rh Nor'thern 
:LreMxl4 •. : You are the voic,e o:f the 'minori ty , in Nor,thern' I re-land. 
I ,P:epe.np. i9reatly on SDLP in the drive towards the establishr!lent 
~~. qe~R*v~q .~overnm~nt here. I want the SDLP to continue and ~to 
~e;e :. }'pu.: he.ad:?-nca . t~wa;rds partnership governmen.t .. . I don't believe 

c~p. ~~~.~nt R.u.la ;for its own ' sake. I want partne:r'ship government 
but (H~~F;t~ ~ule mus/t cqntinue until t 'he, maJjorit·y o;f: both sides ' 
~l~_e ~o~!,:.de"!~l\Ted government'. ·1 acknowle'dge. :.'there has been";;' i. ' 

cri ticism about the abse.,nce o:f po~i tical init:iati VeS but I , aln ·, · .. · 
in fact, very keen to get movement and I have been active. For 
example the Tories appeared to woo the unionists at their Con:fer
enc..~. and .l sent for · A,irey Neave to cl ,al:i:fy the . positi01!. •. :.' S\E l,_·' _!..:.;. 
so.ught and received as.surance :from him, :from the . ;:floor o;f ,::the 

_. ,House, what .the Tory policy was. I am satisfied with that· assur
ance. , I i.n£oroed Dublin. Certain phrasing has :· now been ·str.en'gth-

" eneq at the instigation of :the;:Taoiseach. Thus partn.ershi'P; is);' 
firmly .back on the rai.1s. On' No.vember 2 I sent a letter' to: Gerry 
Fitt, .rea:ffir~ing the posi tion. The Molyneaux plan cane :f-on'Tard 
and this plan cl early moved. away from ·the uuue Convention Report. 
The plotting to move the Unionists at least produced the Molyneaux 
~lan. This plotting will continua in conjunct~on with the fact' 
that the Tories haye been brought bac~ :firmly on the rails. 

, , 

G .. FlTT: - When you . succeeded Me.rlyn Rees it was. appreciated -tha1; 
a 1 Cv jam exi s t ed but th e way t 'hi ngs are g oing~ you ~ no,t · go ing 
t~ get. devolved governoent.. The. minority has no fo'rum except " one 
M.P. The Unionists are hoping :for a slintering o:f the SDLP. We 
don't want to be the representatives ~ased on a religious tag. I:f 
SDLP splits up our supporters will go into the a,xris of 1:he IRA .• . 
The p ,eople outside are :frustrated. They don't see 'cwhat we have 
done. , All the peopJ.e have seen is the intransigehc:e . -of. the Union
ists back~d by the Government. Unless our supporters . see sooe 
concrete move towards genuine power-sharing. it wiJ:J. ;·add to the 
current depression and despair. We wouldn't have accepted the 
Molyneaux plan eVen if it had been accepted by the Unionists. But 
MO.~'yneaux was not able _ tp sell his plan to the- uni.onists:. 
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J. H<UME: We :asked £or this meeting because £ollowing our Party 
meeting in Sep~ember we asked certain questions which were £und
amental. We £eel it is the British Government's policy to ignore 
these questions~ The steps you took, even though ~hey did not go 

.•. · arly iar enough, floundered. Arter the reception given to the 
olyneaux plan by the Unionists they have gone even £urther intc 

the trenches. we again assert that responsibility rest~ with the 
· _ Sri:ti.Sh.: . .Gover~n·t-r ."· - -1;-n-e:--'unWni:st:~i. 'f/d'u:p.o:t"- traVQ"" .::tt both ways which 

. '') I • . ' •, • . 
they .. hav.e -had-~&-:;ll.ow-....._:.=-e--;--g-;-;--·tlT,e-·1.~·~·s'tr~-whe·n the Loyal-

~ • . :i..s..ts .. we.re . not- fa.~;e~h--T.fl-i· s- · ·l~s --the'- ·Uti±onists· ·to believe that 
they can have their way. Is the British Government willing or 
able to implement its own Acts? I£ it . is not, you have no role 
here • . I£ we allow the pos:i tion to continue we. .will disappear. 
I£ we ~ad been i~ · e~istence to ~ears ea~lier the present position 
would not have arisen. I£ 'we go down the drain constitutional 
politics .go down the drain • . We are committed to a £undamental 
re-appr.aisal. We canno;t ; ' _go £urt'he,r t_hap, , life have alreaqy :gone. 
I ask again: Are ydu willing or ·able to implement your own Acts? 
I£ ~:o~ .. c~~no~ ,,do

1 
~ ;o . w'7tJwant to know.~_. ~ :.: .-! u.··,· ':· t ~>: : .~·. 

t ,"; ~ ~j ;l1 ~-j d; 
• ; I ' ,:... 

R. MASON: It is not right that I should answer questionnaires~ 
.. Gerry has said the Unionists were holding on in the ho!Ye._.O:f_:..k,.- ·-· . 

general election . ~n thr~e months time. · They ·will ' have to• wait .. 
. at least a year £or thart. ··· Any suggestion ·· &! the disentegrati."on 
~o£ the SDLP concerns us greatly. What · is · lert i£ you di-sint·eg-r 
rate? The integr·i ty ·of the ·PaJXty i Js ·absol·titeiy e 's 'seritial ~ In ; 
this ~ra .o£ me trying .. to move· ·the Un.ionist1st,· tn~ ·Molyne·aux· plan 
eme.rged • . ~ , It £oun.dered on the · ':rocks- o£: th·e )·h ·ard·line.rs•· r I 'would 
have ;Liked the . SDLP to have comm~nt-ed on the= Moiyne'aii'X ide:a.' · I£ 
you ~a ~ = ~eized that .opportunity we ~ight ha~e giv~n you the 
right; ~.~~couragement. I . can.' t threa~en 'the 'Unionisits ' but I dbh' t 
wapt. you to .repel in· the light or ice as • . ·: .. , ., • ~~ !! ·. : ·. ~ ;... "' r :.:· .i:. j" .t :t.:• 

. ; .. ' ·, ~ . : . ( : ,. ~ .' • • f .• -} ~ ' • • 
; ,.. · :r .. . t ·): ,~ ·~ -r _., ,, ~·r.:.>.6:i rri 

' ', ; : ; f ~ ' r: ' . .· ·.· ·' .-· .. . . r·. 

A. CURRIE: I .n the- opinion or a lot o£· our· peopl-e. · the~e':ilave:> d · ~ 
been too mp.ny: ideas and not enough acti·on . .. -· Ir ' the ·· soLP . were· tC> 

_.fade there would be a ; very sharp. move on ~ the part · ·of our'· support
··' ers. , You have emphasised ·that : you want· to make Di.rect Rule· 
ac~eptable •. · In thi.s respect I · pay tri.but·e · to •the ' work ; being done 

.. by Ray . Carter . and - Lord Mel·chet·t. BUt ther~ has been a trend :-. ' 
towards the return or £unctions to.North~rn Ireland. · Is Air~y 
.~~ave and . the Tories o££ the rails again here? Former . Northern· 
Ireland Secretary o£ s .tate Francis Pym t ·alks about · a Speaker's 
Con£erence, which; o£ co~rse, is in· conflict with the · idea n£ 
strong devolved government. · We Lsuspect Powell had much to · do 
with the Molyneaux speech. It should not be forgotten that all 
the trouble started in local government. The stark position is 

: that our supporters see partnership rading and the British ~ov~rn
ment . standing by , impotent. The £act is that the people responsible 
are tbe people · witl. the · power i i.e. the Br.itish G~~er~ent • 

. : \ . -. 
. , 1. ; •• 

R, t-tASON: I rully appreciate the anxiety within · SDLP. 
Neave has promised to give me bis proposals · regarding a 

.. of .State, which has not a snowball's chance in hell, I 
know to what · e:&tent .: Powell · was inv0lved with Molyneaux~ 
is an integratiqnist. .. - · · . 

r • • • : •• ,.. • "":: ~ t .~ 

., . ·; ., .- : -

Airey , . · 
Council 
don•t 
Powell . 

s • j;: .. : 

J. HUME :. The real Unionist posi. tion i. ~. the Stormont Union
ists, is that they want powers restored. This appears reasonable 
to the westminster parliamentarian. 

R. MASON: . There is increasing Westminster pressure on the 
Unionists ... -

1 

L' 

.. ' .. ., 
J. ~UME: We:aaked for this meeting because following our Party 
meeting in September we asked certain questions which were fund
amental. We feel it is the British Government's policy to ignore 
these questions. The steps you took, even though ~hey did not go 

'arly far enough, floundered. After the reception given to the 
lyneaux plan by the Unionists they have gone even further intc 

the trenches. We again assert that responsibility rests with the 
. _ Sri:t:LSh:--Go:verrua.en:1:-r ~ - -l~'un~ist$: t;;a'tirto1:--travq- .it .l5oth ways which 

, • ) 1 ' , , • ", 

_ they .. ha~ ~he.<i-~~:n.~--e-;-g-;-:--t~-'1.~'4"""· s'tr"i1arwhe-n the Loyal-
~ .. i.s..ts .were · not.- f~'r......:-1'-h-i·S' -·l.e-a.'ds--the'-Urrranists· to believe that 

they can have their way. Is the British Government willing or 
able to implement its own Acts? If it ' is not, you have no role 
here • . If we al19~ the po~ition to continue we. will disappear. 
If we 'had been in ' existence ~O years ea~li~r the present position 
would not have arisen. If 'we go down the drain constitutional 
politics .go down the drain. , We are committed to a fundamental 
re-appr·aisal. We canno;t ;' ,90 furt'he,r 1;,hap, ' ~e have alreaqy. :gon,e. 
I ask again: Are ydu willing or 'able to implement your own Acts? 
If you cannot do so we want to know~ . ,;" t ~): : .•• 

. :. 0,: if .,. ~I.J t .~ t,. : .. . --!iJ:', ' 

• ; I • t'" 

R. MASON: It is not right that I should answer questionnaires • 
.. Gerry has said the Unionists were holding on in the hoIYe._.oi~,-·-· '. 

general electiQn . ~n thr~e months time • . They 'will ' have to' wait' . 
·at least a year for thart. ' .. Any ·suggest'j:oli ·' &'f the disentegrati'on 
of the SDLP concerns us greatly. What'· is ' left i:f you di-sint'eg-

r 

~rate? The .integr·i ty 'of the 'Pa:rty i is ' absol,utell.y e 's 'seritial. In ; 
this ~ra .. o£ me trying ,' to move' ·the Un.i.<>nist's,,' the 'Mblyne'aux ' plan 
eme:r ,ged. · ~ It founpered on. the ' ':rockS- ·Cf:f. th'e ' 'h'ard'line'rs;; I 'would 
have ;Liked the · SDLP to have com~nt'ed o'n the' Molyne!ailx:tde':a." If 
you ~a ~ : ~ei%ed that ,opportunity we ~ight ha~e giv~n you the 
right;d~~couragement. . I . can,' t threa.ten 'the 'Unionis'ts "b'ut 1 dbn' t 
wapt. you to ,repel in the light of ic.eas • . ' !, .~; -:·!!.,~·.r;· ... , r:.:,..c.J' .t:t.: • 

• ,'. • " • :1' \ .' , \. ) : J;of • ~ j." \f :'/ :.> £,:t 11 i . : .;! .. ~: ,': , 1" -1 " '. 
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A. CURRIE: l .n the- opinion of a lot of ' our" people: ' theie" h'ave·'1d ' j 
been too m,any. ideas and not enough action.~ - If ' the "SDLP ' were' to

_ .£.ade there wopld be a ; very sharp. move ' ofl ' the part . 'of our'" support
.... ers. : You have emphasised -that : you want- to make Di'reet Rule" 

acceptable. ' In thi,s respect I ' pay tri'but·e ' to 'the : work ; being done 
.- by Ray , Carter . and - Lord Mel'Chet·t. BUt ther~ has been a trend :-' > 

towards the return of functions to.North~rn Ireland. ' Is Air~y 
.~~ave and . the Tories off the rails again here? Former ' Northern ' 
Ireland Secretary of S~ate Francis pym talks about ' a Speakerfs 
Conference, which; of course, is in' conflict with the ' idea nf 
strong devolved government. ' We ' suspect powell had much to do 
with the Molyneaux speech. It should not be forgotten that all 
the trouble started in local government. The stark position is 

~ that our supporters see partnership fading and the British ~overn
ment , standing by , impotent. The fact is that the people respons-ible 
are the people · witl. the . power i i.e. the BTi:ish G~~er~ent. 

,:-', . 
f; •. ~ '. ..,. 

" R, f.tASON: I fully appreciate the anxiety within ' SDtP. 
Neave has promised to give me bis proposals ' regarding a 

" ox ,state, which ha.s not a snowball's chance in hell .. ' 1 
know to what · e~tent ,: Powell · was inv0lved with Molyneaux. 
is an integratiQnist. ' .. - " 

:. , ' , 

.. ", 

,: . -~ .. ,. 
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A:irey . 
Council ' 
dontt 
Powell 
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J. HUME~ The re~ Unionist posLtion i.~. the stormont Union
ists, is that they want powers restored. This appears reasonable 
to the Westminster parliamentarian. 

R. MASON: . There is increasing Westminster pressure on the 
Unioni s ts .. _ 

1 



J. HUME: Your pressure did not.come over as such. We won't 
disappear b ut we will have to adopt policy which we don 1 t prefe·r 
~.:1e continue to be beaten down by the Loyalists and the British 

l ov. er.,nme-nt~ .... .. ··- ' : ... - - -
, , . -;,· 0 :-,"j . ... ,J 

. . 
s. MALLON~- Do you accept the political logic of our case as put 
by John Hume? 

.. ~ .. f j !.i '• t • :.. 

\o,,/ 
• . ..• J. JJ 

R. MASON: I am looking for a wil'lingness to talk by both ' sides. 
Why didn't SDLP make some response to Molyneaux7 

· .. .. . 
I • ~ • ' 

, .. I •' • 

.... :_.;_:_.~ ~ - --~ 

J; HUME: We are always 'willing to talk 1?;-ovided there is a ,:-,-
possibility of success. 

' • I • 
• I ... 

S. MALLON: \'le have discussed everything ' except . what we cq.me :fo~ 
~i~ • . our case as put by . John Hume. Loo~ · ~~ th~ weight ~:f 
political opinion on our side, not only in ~orthern Ireland but . 
also in nr~ tain, the Republic and Europe. We are con.ing very near 
the end of the line i:f the wdight of this 9pi~ion i~ to be 
ignorec;l _by the British Govern.111ent. Is it a matter o~ a . lac,k o:f : 

• i" 

Will? ~ ; .. ~.h:i,~ is so, --~~ ~. s "because o:f _Loy~l:i.~t. , in~ran?ig~~c~•. ,_:: 

On the security :front a very . Qangero4s situation is 
evolving. There ' i ·s' t 'he Unionist dominated RUC, UQ:R and RUC . 
Reserve. Uls t erisation of the securi t y fo rces is unde r way a s 
evidenca:l by the introduction o:f new weapons. for. .the RUC and the 
increasing autonomy ~or the .UDR. : An-·i:ndi.g-eTiuus ·~":force is develop-
ing in the Direct Rule si tua'!::i:-.on.' . Such . ~ dev~lo'pment will play 
into the hands 'or the Provisional IRA. Resentment by our people 
is very u~derstandable, especially in the absence of any political 
.movement. · An Ul.sterisation policy-6an -'Only· ·exacerbate the situation. 
Enormous probl·ems are being create¢l e.g. the promotion o:f people 
~n the RUC ±nvolved in the Strasbourg :findings are stiltifying any 
movement t owards acceptability. Recrutiment to the RUC Reserve 

1-I N.f.~d . -
involves people~ w1th past or pr&sent paramilitary activity, while 
members o:f the UDR have been charged with every crime from murder 
to petty theft. We were told that "these patrols would always be 
accompanied. The situation in. .. :the UDR is politically explosive. 
Their arms have been used :for murder. How much more serious can 
one get. 

R. MASON: I cannot threaten the o.f.ficial ~urilionists. .. 

J. HUf.1E: Is it a threat to· implement a nritish Act? ' . .. 
;r "I ·.' .. : -~-· ·' • • :. r.., 1 • ·• 

. :.· ... :- "":' .... -~ .. · : . 

R. MASON: They have nowhere to go. You. might say that the;· · · 
Unionists have a veto but so, too, has the SDLP. I am concerned 
about the phrase "Ulsterisation". The UDR is under the control of 
the British Army. They are nc~~- ?.11<?~ .. <?~ ~9 .. 1; al5~:Lp..a.xt_ in:. :r.i.A.t. -· .-.. 
control. Compensation has been paid to the victios of torture. 
Al.l the m&tbods · then used are · ·now out. . ____ . : . .:: .. : .:.1 

•• ~: • ..:. .. - _ 

:. :r .. 

·' 
S. MALLON: But the culprits have not been punished~ =~ 

_. ; 

·-
R. MASON: The cases are now with the European Court.· 
could do something about "Ulsterisation". SDLP must help 
being prepa red to talk. An indication of support for the 
Forces wou1d help. 

But SDLF 
by 
security 

... 

J. HUME: Your pressure did not. come over as such. We won't 
disappear but we will have to adopt policy which we don't pref~z 
':le continue to be beaten down by the Loyalists and the British 

, ov. er.( nrl. e_nt~ ...... ,. ._.,~,'_' : ... __ _ 
"): . • ,o:; ' '. 

s. MALLON~· Do you accept the political logic of our case as put 
by John Hume? 

...... ~ . t I :.~ • 'f: . :.. : :. ,:. 
1 •. .1 

•.• • • , '.1.11 " :; '": 1*' I I: 

R. MASON: I am looking for a willingness to talk by both sides. 
Why didn't SDLP make some response to Molyneaux? 

: t. ~ : o f .. ~ • l . .... _-_ .. _-
. ~ 

; 

J ~ HID-tE: We are always ' willing to talk I;;"Qvided there is a :;,; 
possibility of success. 

• I ... , " 
, , . 

S. MALLON: We have discussed everything ' exc~pt . what we c~me for 
~~~. .our case as put by John Hume. Loo~ ' ~t th~ w~ight ~i 
political opinion on our side, not only in Worthern Ireland , but . 
also in I3ri tain, the Republic and Europe. We are con.ing very near 
the end of the line if the w~ight of this opi~ion i, to be 
~gnored by the Bri tish Government. Is ita mat ter of a, lac,k of :. 
Will? . ~,! . th~ ~ is so, -. :i ~ ~s ·~ecaus~ ,.of ,Loy~l~~t. ; in~r~n~~g~~c~.".:. 

0 " "; •• 4 •• 

On the security front a very · 4angero4s situation is 
. I , ) .,.... . 

evolving. There is the Unionist dominated RUC, UQR and RUC , 
Reserve. Ulst e ris a tion of the security forc e s is unde r way as 
evidencEd by the introduction of new weapons. for. ,the RUC and the 
increasing autonomy for the UDR. :.An--i:ndig-e-imus ::-:force is develop
ing in the Direct Rule situa1::i:-.on. Such , ~ dev~lopment will play 
into the hands 'of the provisional ' IRA. Resentment by our people 
is Very ullderstandable, especially in the absence of any political 
movement • . An Ul'sterisation policy-can -'OnlY 'eXacerbate the situation. 
Enormous probl'ems are being create~ e. g. the promotion of people 
~n the RUC ±nvolved in the Strasbourg findings are stiltifying any 
movement towards acceptability. Recrutiment to the RUC Reserve 
invol ves people~'c;:tth pas t or pr&sent paramili t ary activity, while 
members of the UDR have been charged with every crime from murder 
to petty theft. We were told that 'these patrols would always be 
accompanied. The situation i~ . the UDR is politically explosive. 
Their arms have been used for murder. How much more serious can 
one get. 

R. NASON: I cannot threaten the O£.fi cial ~urilionists. 

J. HtJt.1E: Is it a threat to· implement a I3ritish Act? 
;: . , 

~ _ - . t • 

. " " • ~a _.. •• .-. 

a. MASON: They have nowhere to go. You. might say that th'e i
' 

Unionists have a veto but so, too, has the SDLP. I am concerned 
about the phrase "Ulsterisation". The UDR is under the control of 
the British Army. They are n~!_~I!.~V!£d :t.9 . ~al<'Lp..aX't_ in :. r.i.a..t , _ .. -.. 
control. Compensation has been paid to the victins of torture. 
A11 the mQthods . then used are ' 'now out. . ._._~· . ..:: ,.: ":} _:':L ':" . . _ _ 

I : :r 

s. M1\LLON: But the culprits have not been punished~ :~ 
:' ~.\ -

". 

R. MASON: The cases are now with the European Court.- · But SDLF 
could do sOI!lething about "Ulsterisation". SDLP must help by 
being prepared to talk. An indication of support for the Security 
Forces wou1d help. 
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U__ 

J. HUME: The UUUC is being totally hypocritical by working hand 
in glove with the paranili taries. Further, the inpressio_~- i .s 
.abroad that you ar,e handing over to local £orces.. ~ ., 

) : "! i 
.·,( I t- •: 'J f! ~ '!' ' [ • ) • • 

• Mi\SON: Two hundred £ull-time members o£ the UDR a~~rt on. static 
~ty. There is no question o£ a withdrawal. The 14,000-strong 

£orce here will be retained so long as it is required. . 
~ ' ~ . . ;. . . . . . . . :·_ .. : ...:._ · ---· ... ..::.... ·' . : ~ . 

; 2:'•t 

J. HUME: It would seem that the Army ix becoming invisible. The 
majority in current checkpoint and search operations are .the RUC 
and ·. _:t:he UDR. · __ ----· _. __ .!.. .:.. 

. . :: r... ·.•. ·' ~ ·' 

P. DEVLIN: I do not propose to comment on your assurance that 
there will be no British withdrawal. I have my own views and I 
wil·l ·leave it at that. ···-·----·- ·· 

~o· . ·~ , 

We are a social, democratic party and 
be emphasised at all times. About the RUC . I £eel 
and more e££ective £orce than ever be£o;re' b~t 'i 1:'5 
would be reduced by an appeal · to Catho~ics only', 

this £act must 
it i~ a r better 
e££ec.ti vette-ss-:· 
The ' UDR is·nat 
• • • t .! . ! : worth' analysing. ·. .. :. J" . . 

·r: .. f f ; : 1 ' ·., 
• .. : . r ,, · ,.; . 

' ,.·; 'The · main reason £or keeping thck . Party al'ive is · pe~ause 
it represents a £actor £or stabl.li ty. A' ·r !cb.rty with . a. philosophy 

• • • ' • : • • I ' I I ~ l 

su~h as ours is necessary. In· the long term we will ·become · more 
and more necessary. 

There" are rive points on th~-1 'e 'conomic f'ront which I 
• ! , ~. L . .: ·. 

wish to· raise:-
. ' ·: ( .- • j -.,., •• • 

(1) 
.. ,. . I ... •·' , r 

QUIGLEY REPORT: Money is needed to pro~ide 
j .•; . 

.• . ~ . f. .-) job opportunities. There is also ' the · >~ 
' I • ' ' ,• • ' : ~"' ~ ~ ~; 

re-£orming o£ the Eoonomic council. .. . r :··. 

1 :', • ~ ': •• : 

. . 
,. . . ' 
' • • ,,) J -'· J.l (2) ' BULLOCK REPdRT: Does it ap~li her~? I~ . 

·:· will not i£ the ceiling is to be · 2,000. · 
Two h~ndred would be nearer the ma~k. 

·.: t 

,··, j:) 
.. . ~ .. . : 

·.,- , 

... 
·! : .. . 

(3} ' ' Legislation on co.:.operative concept is 
•· ·.·· needed i£ we are to get thrust £rom the 
- · · working class. 

. :.. .... ':·' :> !· ('4) There are also £actors relating to low 
'!r .. -.~ ... :r" ... , , ·· wage factories. · 

(5) 

.. . ; 

We tend to be excluded £rom legislation 
in Britain which would be beneficial 
here • 

, .. 

:•'{ 

• • • ~ , j 

.• .I : ... 

R. MASON: _. ~e.garding Qui9.ley a new type o£ economic £orum . i); 
planned. I am making sure that Northern Ireland is not being 
neglected. Co-operation must also be looked at. Bullock is germ-
aine to Northern Ireland. . ·. 

.· 'I 

: I :-'" 
POINTS RAISED AT THE END OF MEETING: 

EUROPEAN PARLIM1ENT: G. ~itt raised the questions o£ elections 
to the European Parliament. J. Hume said that the election o£ the 
three members £or Northern Ireland must be under the PR system with 
Northern I r~land as one constituency. R. Mason said th_~! he WO':lld 
be doing his best in cabinet to have this system adopted. He asked 
that this assurance should be treated with the strictest con£id
en~iality.. . .. ·' -

. L ·.• .!· 

I 

I 
L 

"\ 
] 
! 

J. HUME: The uuue is b e ing totally hypocritical by working hand 
in glove with the paraI!lilitaries. Furth e r, the inpre,ssiQ.~_i.s 
abroad that you a~e handing over to loca~ forces. . . 

J: '1 i 
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• MASON: Two hundred full-time members of the UDR a~kq on . static 
~ty. There is no question of a withdrawal. The 14,OOO-strong 
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majority in current checkpoint and search operations are ' the Rue 
and · .the UDR. ' " . ,' 

:' f... 'J. " 

P. DEVLIN: I do not propose to comment on your aSsurance that 
there will be no British withdrawal. I have my own views and I 
wil'l 'leave it at that. . r .. ..• _. __ ... __ . . ;.~ , .0' 

We are a social, democratic party and 
be emphasised at all times. About the RUC , I feel 
~nd more effective force than ev~r befo~~ but it~ 
would be reduced by an appeal ' to Catholics only, 

" .. :. J; , 

this fact must 
it i~ a rbetter 
'eff ecti vene.ss" 
The : UDR is' not 
• • • t .!' !! 

wbrt~ analysing. 
r [ :; i 'I '. ; ',' ; .' t '''' 

, .. '; The ' main reason for keeping the Party aiiv~ 'is ' pe~ause 
it represents a factor for stab:Lli ty. A' ' ?!~rty with . a. philo,sophy 

• • • ", I I t. I .. l 

sut;h as ours is necessary. In' the long term we will become ' more 
and more necessary. 

:. ~ : ~ : ".f There" are five points on th~'11~'conolllic front which I 
• ! .:: :~ . .: .. 

wish to' raise:-
. '. r ,- • ,',/'. . r • 

. • ,. ,Of' i' ,- ~ 

. (1) . QUIGLEY REPORT: Money is needed to pto~ide 
job opportunities. There is also 'the .:: 

, • . • !.' • .' I .. '" ' ; 

r~~forming of the Eoonomic Council. ' . 

. i. ,': 

. " 

t :- ; • ~ ":" = 

.:' ... ~ • J ) r. ( (2) :BULLOCK REPdRT: Does it ap~1i her~? I~ .' 
';' will not if the ceiling is to be · 2,OOO.' 

'.,a t 

I" ';: .. i 

• : •. ' I 

eo ., 
,I • 

. :,. . . ' j': .t., ~ , ::.- , .. 
'! r . . -.1 '":r \ Of' ~ ' ,. 

, .. Two h';lndred would be nearer the mark • 

(5) 

, . . . 

' Legislation on co~operative concept is 
needed if we are to get thrust from the 
working class. 

There are also factors relating to low 
wage factories. 

We tend to be excluded from 1egislation 
in Britain which would be beneficial 
here. 

,. I 

,.'/ 

. ~ .. : ... 

R. MASON: :Re.garding QuiQley a new type of economic forum , i~~ ...... 
planned. I am making sure that Northern Ireland is not being 
neglected. Co-operation must also be looked at. Bullock is germ
aine to Northern Ireland. 

.' " 
, : .. t. 

POINTS RAISED AT THE END OF MEETING: 

EUROPEAN PARLI M1ENT: G. Fitt raised the questions of elections 
to the Europ e an Parliament. J. Hume said that the election of the 
three members for Northern Ireland must be under the PR system with 
Northern Ir~land as one constituency. R. Mason said th.<?:.! he wOl:lld 
be doing his best in cabinet to have this system adopted. He asked 
that this assurance should be treated with the strictest confid-
en~iality~ • 

. l. _,,' ' . 
/ .: 
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TREATMENT OF PRISONERS: A. Currie asked that the treatment of 
Irish prisoners in English jails be looked at. R. Mason gave an 
assurance to do so. 

ADDITIONflL REPRESENTATION AT WESTMINSTER: R. Mason indicated 
that it would be years before there would be extra M.P'S from 
Northern Ireland at Westminster. 

FUTURE MEETINGS: R. Mason said he would be prepared to meet the 
Party at any time in the future. 

The meeting adjourned. 

D. McAREAVY, 
1.2.77 • 

, .. " 

"' 

" 

• a. 5 

TREATMENT OF PRISONERS: A. Currie asked that the treatment of 
Irish prisoners in English jails be looked at. R. Mason gave an 
assurance to do so. 

ADDI TIONtLL REPRESENTI\.TION AT WESTMINSTER: R. Mason indicat ed 
that it would be years before there would be extra M.P'S from 
Northern Ireland at Westminster. 

FUTURE MEETINGS: R. Mason said he would be prepared to meet the 
Party at any time in the future. 

The meeting adjourned. 

D. MCAREAVY, 
1.2.77. 
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