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.~UB3TIO :1 ... TO. 1. 

, 
Di-'.IL .:-~U.23TIO~~ addressed to the ·raoiseach 

by D.:puty Dr • .. Joel Browne for answer 
on ~nesd-.y-; ~th _.:rovember, 1977. 
w~~, 

~UESTIO ,.:-

To ask the Taoiseach if, in the course of his recent 
discussions with the SDLP any reference was m2de ~y the 
delegation to allegatio~s about brutality carried out against 
Irish citi~ens in the :.;;ix Counties by the Bri·tish army or the 
.<UC. 

~:8PLY:-

~ joint communiaue "¥Tas issued following the meeting beb:Jeen 

certain members of the Goverrunent a:1d a delega·tion from the 

SDLP on ~2 -September last. It would not be in accordance 

with practice to reveal other details of the discussions. 

-----------·--------------------~---------~ 

. ~UB.3TIO 'j ... TO. 1. 

, 
D~.IL ;<!U.2:.3TIO~~ addressed to the 'raoiseach 

by Deputy Dr • . Joel Browne for answer 
on 'J!uesd.y-; ~th "iovember I 1977. 
~.J~~ 

I 

~UESTIo" " : -

To ask the Taoiseach if, in the course of his recent 
discussions with the 3DLP any reference was made ~y the 
delegatio:l to allegatio:! s arout brutality carried out agains-t 
Irish citi'?:ens in the 3ix Counties by the Bri-i:ish army or the 
~lUC . 

A joint communique \'Tas issued following the meeting beb-leen 

certain members of the Government and a delega-tion from the 

-SDLP on '22 :September last. It would not be in accordance 

with practice to reveal other details of the discussions. 



Note for the Taoiseach's information 

SEPTEMBER MEETING 

1. At the meeting with the SDLP on 22 September reference was made, 
in passing, by Mr. Seamus Mallon to the allegations about 
brutality at Castlereagh Barracks. The reference was made in 
the context of his evaluation of the low morale of the 
nationalist community in Northern Ireland, earlier this year 
and particularly throughout the summer months. No reference to 
these allegations being raised at this meeting appeared 
subsequently in the media as far as I am aware. 

2. A copy of the communique relating to the meeting is underneath. 
The kernel of it reads as follows:-

"The recent SDLP policy document and the current situation 
in Northern Ireland were fully discussed". 

October Meeting (PRIVATE) 

3. On 26 October last the Taoiseach had a private meeting with 

1 

Messrs John Hume and Austin Currie (at their request). Official(s~ 
were not present at this meeting and no statement was issued 
afterwards. As far as can be judged this meeting can be regarded 
as secret. 

4. NOVEMBER MEETING 

The Tanaiste accompanied by the Ministers for Agriculture, 
Industry, Commerce and Energy, Foreign Affairs and Economic 
Planning and Development met an SDLP delegation on Thursday, 
3 November. The meeting was sought by the SDLP to enable them 
to put forward their proposals for various projects and 
opportunities in the context of cross border co-operation. 

5. This meeting was concerned with economic matters and 
allegations about brutality as envisaged in Deputy Dr. Browne's 
question did not arise. The main extract from the agreed 
communique issued after the meeting reads:-

b. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
"The arrangements for economic co-operation between 
both parts of Ireland were discussed in detail and there 
was a review of current and proposed cross-border studies. 
The S.D.L.P. put forward proposals in the areas of energy, 
mining, tourism, agriculture and industrial co-operation and 
the Government delegation undertook to give careful 
consideration to these matters". 
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Ill-Trcat: :t 2at of Persons .in custody 

1. The:: En1er~cncy P rovisi.ons Act al.lmvs fo.r the deterJ.tion of 
persons i~ custody by the Army for up to four nou~s. At the 
end of this period they must either be released or hanrted over 
to tho RU:~. In tho Belfast area persons \vho are to b\~ d.etainGd 
further arc usually transferred to the joint Army and R1~ 
Spoci.:tl Branch Iloljine and Inte.t•rogation Centre at Castle..::-eagh. 
This is t~e Belfast area headquarters 6f the Regional Crime Squad. 
\'le are :n.rc:re hm . .rever fro;:1 reports of ill-treatment v1h.i.ct1 •.;e have 
received that Ccstlereagh is used for the interrogation of 
suspects from all over Northern Ireland, particulRrly Jn the 
aftermath of serious terrorist offences. Persons det::J.5. I~er1 unjer 
the E~ergency Po·.1ers Act, vlhich ropl.aced the Northern I r8la!ld 
Specia.l. Pm.rers Act, may be cietained for up to 72 hours. The 
Prevent~on of Terrorism Act however allows the police to hold~rs~ns i· 
custod:· J.n tho first insta!lce foJ~ t~3 hours and fo1· a furthe..r 5 
days \·!5. :n tile permission of the Secretary of St ate. 

2. Since the beginning of_the year allegations of ill-t..::-e~tment 
by the E1;C of persons in_ custody at Castlereagll and els~:.·.J!•<JJ'e na. 'T•.: 

become vldesprtad. The case of Mr. Bernard O'Connor, c: schoc: 
teacher ~rom Enniskillen who was held ut Castlereagh (Bc]f2st) RC8 
StatiO.il ';/2.S highlighted in a special progrc::T:ne on BBC in Marct1 of 
this year . It was announced in July that no RUC cfficers \v0 1Jl:: 
be charg£d in respect of Mr. O'Connor's allegations. The 
allcga4:lo~s of a number of men charged with the murder of Captain 
Robert ~a~rac en 15 May 1977 who ~ere also reportedly ill-treated 
at Castl ereagh Station and of another group ~ho were detained, also 
at Cas ~lereagh, in connection with the mu..::-der of 3 RUC men at 
A.rdboc\ Co. Tyrone, on 2 June also received parti~ular publicit,/. 
Tho Dep~rtment's policy in such cases is to request from the ~LJ 
or fro~ solicitors and other interested parties copies of personaJ. 

statements, med.!.cal !'eports and sc.ch other primary material as --:::;.:
be ava!J.able. We have received to iatc ~aterial ih respect of 
29 cases of ill-trea~me~t by the RUC since January 1977 , includ=n~ 
15' rel .:=.:,ing to Castler028h - 'I'~c names of those .:.nvolved, the 
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nature of the available material and other relevant infor1ation 

are listed in Annex 1 and to this note. All?.zations of ill
treatment relating to a further 46 cases, including 33 at 
Castlercagl1, for which pri~ary material is ettha= not available 

or is not yet to hand are listed in Annex 2. 

3. The SDLP in a statement on policing in Northern Ireland on 
23 June mentioned "Allegations about continued ill-treatment of 
suspects to obtain confessions, partic~larly at Cookstown a~d 
Castle.:.·cagh RUC stations" as one of the factors "inhibiting 111any 
people in this comr:1uni ty from accepting thei.:.· (Imc) imparl.;..ali ty". 
H.r. Gerry Fitt called fur an enqui.ry int.o the alJagations ;,..r!1en 
-~ 
spea}.:ing in the House of Commons on 30 June. 'l'he SDLP is~:ued a 
furt.r.er statement on 6 October alleg_ing th'1t 11 ilJ.egal_, obscene HGC 
bej3.v lour" continues at C astle_£eagh and ex1.~res si.i1g cancer fl at the 
proposed opening of a new interrogation centre at Gough Barracks, 
Armc:!.gh. Th•.:J Chief Constable in a stat eme._1t reJ ..;c tine tho 
allegations said that ''Of the 1,559 persons inte~viewed nt 
Cast 1 er~agh in tae f i.rst nino months of th.i. s yec.r, compl0 i nt s .,~·ere 

made by or on behalf of 215. The investi~ation of all th'..:se 
cow~loints has not yet bee~ completed. IT~iever, of the cQses so 
far .-~ubr:titted to the DPP in respect of' Nortnern Ireland a.s a \·Iho 1.e 
this year, in only one instance has the DPP directed a 
prosecution for alleged assault against a prisoner. This is no~ 
in respect of Castlereagh and the matter has yet to be decided 
by the courts. 11 

4. Mr. Hichael Canavan, the SDLP spokesr.:an on legal ma-tte l'S, a:1d 
Dr. Joe Hendron, t~e party's constituency .representative in West 

~,. , - ~ ·-· ~, w# .... v ·., 
Belfast, bot&'lssucd state~ents.critical cf the Chief Co,stable. 

·~ ~ 

Dr. Hendron revealed that the .J'orthern Ireland branch of the 
Associatio n o~ Police Surgeons had requested a neeting w!tb. the 

\ Chief Consta~le to discuss the continuin 0 allegdtions. T~is 

Jrepo.rt v1as con'fir:n•~d on 9 October by a spokesman for the Associ:~.i;j o ... 
It is likely, thouch not certain, that this meeting has in fact 

taken place though there nave been no furtner references to it in 

the press. ITV (Thanes Television) broadc~s~ a programme on 
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27 October· concerning the 111ethods of police interrogation in use 
~1. The pr·ogram"le detailE:d ten cases in respect of 

which medical evidence was available of brutal treatment. These 
included multiple bcati~gs to all parts of th0 body, spread
eagling suspects against the wall for long periods, forcing tnem 
to squat in a si ttiDt; pos.~. tion and pulling suspects by the hair. 
This is the sort of treatment which is detailed to a grea~er 
or lesser extent in all of the complaints which we have received 
from sources in the North. This phys1cal abuse is of course in 
addition to the psychological pressure relating to repeated and 
l8ngthy periods of inte:rogation over a period of 2 or 3 days. 
The program~e was particularly interesting in that it shm1ed a 
number of Protestc:,nt victims of ill-treatment at Castlereagh a11d 
because of the fact that throe Belfast solicitors, whose clients 
are mainly from t:Je majo:ity corununity, allm·ied the presentBr to 
state their concern at the ~itu~tion. Paddy Duffy, who was also 
interviewed) said that many seniur officers who had been assigned 
to investigate corrplaints h:..:.d ac.~,i tted to him that they 
invariably met with a well of sil~nc~ from the police officers 
involved. The Chief Consi..;;:tll.le refused to be interviewed but 
agreed at a late stage to redJ a ,repared statement which argued 
that the injuries were in mo•;t cases self-inflicted or otherwise 
contrived for the purpose of embarrassing the security forces. 

' •. 

5. As indicated in Annex 3 to this note there have been in tnc 
recent past two s~parat0 instances at Belfast City Commission 
where judges have refused to ac~ept con~essions of guilt signed 
by the defenda~ts because of do~tts as to the manner in which 
these confessions were extracted. A~ Belfast High Court on 15 Ju~e 
an a'lral'd of £4,000 •.vas :nade to .:J. man in respect of brutality and 
ill-treatment at CooJcsto·.vn RUC 5tation in January 1977. Arising 
out of that ass:1ult 5 detectives ~Jere S 1.lbseq:Jently charged but 
acquitted when·each refused to cestify about the others' actions. 

6. It is almost ce.rt .:d.nly true :nat many allegations are 
unfounded and are 1nvt)nt ed for propaga:-1da pur·poses by the 
Provi sional IRA and 1':-s front or·r:.nizations. _, It js also acce~ted . 
by o~servers that :n some cases j:.juries are self-inflicted ~r 
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otheri.'ise contrived for the purpos.:; of embarrassing the secu.ri ty 

forces. It would appear however both from the material 

available to the Deparcment in the form of signed statc~cnts by 

those allegedly ill-treated, cor~otor~ted in a n~nbcr cf cases Ly 

independent medical reports, and the knmvn assess::1er1t of 

.represcrJ:ative and :1'1'-':lorc:.le persons in the minority cor:!!:lUnity, 

and more r0c ently in the maj od. ty communi ty
1 

that the r.E: aro gro'..mds 

for disquiet in regard to the manner in which intorrcgati0ns are • 
being concluc ted at Ccs tlereagh. · \'lha t is unclea.r is ·.rhether 

these methods are offic1ally sanctioned fo.r use in the 

intor.rocntion of suspects or whether these in author_i.ty a.re 
.e..v ; .... , ... ..!. . 

simply unuilling to interfere \.;i th, or aP~-uiesc-e- too closely 

into , methods of ~peration whict1 have been highly succ3scful in 

terms of obtainir.[.; confessions c.nd securing convJ.ctic::s in the 

c ourts. In any event tbe fact that in only 38 of the 1 , 100 
cases referred to the DPP in 1976 were c riminal prosecutions 

i nstituted, leading to 29 conv1ctions ( of 1,;hich onJ.y 3 \.JG.re ::o:: 

assault), indicates eithEH an a.Lsencc of ar.y .real (2ff·crt to C ' l..:''h 

brutality or, at be:.>t, a very in::.:'fective complaint~ jnvestjgation 

machinery . 

)· 
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