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Office of the Taoiseach. 

Upper Herrion Street. 

Dublin. 2. 

Dear S: ,. ·, 

5 The Crescent. 

Station Road. Dublin.5. 

10th Harch 1977. 

~,W'-1. 
I woul A +~ e l'aoiseach to be awru-e that many of the Protestant i-Iinori ty have now lost 

complete confidence in the Army. This decline in confidence commenced some years a o 

after the unseemly haste and insistsnce on the part of the ~rmy to 'finish off' the 

Honument to Lord Nelson ~rhich had been damaged by dynamiters . This Nonument could have 

been restored,and was a source of income for Protestant charities. No dynamiter was 

was ever apprehended for this deed. 

Next the Army stood aside \oihile the arsonists took over the British Embassy and burnt 

it to the ground. No arsonist was ever apprehended for this deed. 

The failure of .Army Engineers and Sappers to keep the road between the British Emb ssy 

and to;m unmined resulted in the death of the British Ambassador. No person was 

apprehended for this crime. 

Lastly the vindictivness shown by the Army in arresting and the subquent prosecution 

of the 8 soldiers. The humilitation of these men has disturbed many of our Protestant 

people,as these soldiers were protecting the lives of our Northern Protestant Brethern 

in the South Armagh area where our people have suffered very badly, eve if they had 

crossed the Border in their efforts to save Protestant life and property, is this such 

a terrible crimeo Where were our Army patrols yesterday when a Protestant U.D . Ro,man 

was shot dead in ~onaghan and his body dumped on the Border - lookine for S.A.S. men ? 

Before there can be a return to complete ~ld~~~~;in the Army again it will have to 

prove its sincerity to the Protestant Peopleo 

Yo .rs fAithfully , 

c.c. Minister for Defence. 

Chief of Staff,Army H. Q. 

Office of the Taoi3eacn. 

Upp.r Merrion Street. 

Dublin. 2 . 

5 The Crescent. 

Stntion Road . Dublin.5 . 

10th I-larch 1 977 . 

Dear f:; " "J.J. 
I wou) : ~~ ~(' Taoiseach to be a~....re that many of the Protestant ninority have now lost 

complete confidence in the Army. This decline in confidence commenced some years a 0 

after the unseemly haste and insist9nce on tIle part of the ~rmy to ' finish off ' the 

Honument to Lord Nelson which had been damaged by dynamiters . This Honument could have 

been restored , and was a source of inoome for Protestant charities . No dynamiter was 

was ever apprehended for this deed . 

Next the Army stood aside wlrile the arsonists took over the British Embassy and burnt 

it to the ground. No arsonist \-TaS ever apprehended for this deed . 

The failure of Army Engineers and Sappers to keep the road between the British Emb ssy 

and tOim unmined resulted in the death of the British Ambassador . No person was 

apprehended for this crime . 

Lastly the vindictivnes9 shown by the Army in arresting and the subquent prosecution 

of the 8 soldiers . The humilitation of these men has disturbed many of our Protestant 

people , as these soldiers were protecting the lives of our Northern Protestant Brethern 

in the South Armagh area where our people have suffered very badly, eve~ if they had 

crossed the Borler in their effor ts to save Protestant life and property, is this such 

a terrible crimeo Where were our Army patrols yesterday when a Protestant U. D. Ro , man 

was shot dead in Ion~ghan and his body dumped on the Border - lookine f or S.A. S. men ? 

Before ther e can be a return to complete ~;t4en ~in the Army again it will have to 

pr ove its sincer ity to the Protestant People o 

Y01 rs fRi thfully, 

c . c . Hinister for Defence . 

Chief of Staf f , Army H. Q. 
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