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Stormont Castle, Belf&st 

10 February 1977 

The decrotn.ry of State for Northern Ireland, the Rt Ron Roy Mason, Jli:P, 

suid in the Commons today that if the political parties in the 

1 rovince shov:ed \'lillingness to work together 1 they uould not fina. him 

slow to respond. 

br I•1ason was replying to questions about the political si tuatj.on in 

I orthern Ireland from Ur John .Biggs-Davison , NP (Epping Forest) ~ Er 

~1artin Flannery, MP (Sheffield, Hillsborough), ltlr Johl::D \'/atkinson, MP 

( 'deot Gloucestershire), Hr J.'J.ichael McNair-'rlilson, liP (Newb,.lry) and 

!<r Nick Budgen, MP ( \'lolverhcmpton South V/est ). 

~'hr.~ Secretary of Sta·te said:-

"At their request I met repr0oentative~ of the Social Democratic 

and l-.:·bour 1 arty on 31 January and the Official UliiOnist Party on 

1 r'ob~uary. At both meetings I emphasised that th& first require~ent 

for political or constitutional pro~ress was for the parties to 

de:lf'"'s~.:;rate a. willingness to seek agreement with each other. 

"Tit.::, •' :>trernment wish to see the este.blishment of a system of devolved. 

{t.OVC1 r irlent \fhich commands widespread acceptance throughout both par'ts 

of t 11'< community in Northern Ireland. and which provides for 
p~t~t ·.cipntion :::tnd pnrtnorship by rep:·.C!sentati ves of both cor:u111mi ":iDs . 

I l>~:_ieve that the poople of Northern Ireland sharo that ·,.fish ar.-:1 t!;::~ 

they are looking to their political leaders to rise above narrow 

rarrJ interosts a.nd to Hork together jJ1 tho r,raater interest of 

Nort" ern Irelall:d• Givan tho i-lillingnesA to work together l. 'Hill 

pln.y 1!'.,,· part and I a.L"1 sure the constitutional qu.estion3 can ther: be 
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stormont Castle, Belfast 

10 February 1977 

The .:3ecrctnry of State for j{orthern Ireland, the Rt Hon Hoy Mason, l'-i.F, 

suid in the Commons today t~l1at if the political parties in the 

1 rovince shOvled \tillingness to work together, they uould not fina. him 

slow to respond. 

hr f'lauon was replying to qU0stiona about t he political si tuatlon in 

1 orthern Ireland from I· r John 13iggs-Davison, MP (Epping Forest) t Fr 

Martin Flo.nnery, MP (Sheffield , Hillsborough), Nr J ohl:Jl vlatkinson, MP 

( tleot Gloucestershire), Mr ltlichael McNair-'llilson, I1P (Newb'.lry) and 

r':l' 1 ick Budgen, MP ( 'lolverh: }?ton South West). 

Th(~ Secretary of State said:-

"At their request I met raprooentativeo of the Social Democrat'c 
and l-.:·bour larty on 31 Janua.ry and the Official Uliionist Party on 
1 f'ab:.. uary • At both meetings I omphasised that th& first requi:!'e~ent 

for political or constitutjonal pro~ress was for the parties to 

de:l( I "' t 3~;rate a willingness to c< cak agreement 1'71 th each other. 

"TlL.::, ,':> ernment wish to see the establishment of a system of devolved. 
gove, t .,wnt \.,11ich command s widespread acceptance throughout both par'Cs 

of t I~ community in Northern Ireland 2nd which provides for 
J.l~rt '.cipntion 3.nd pnrtncrship by rep:::"'sentatives of both COmIrnmi-l-;ios. 
I b~::.ieve th:tt the poople of Northern Iroland share that ",.,i3n ur.:i tl!~'~ 

they ~re looking to their political la~ders to rise above narrow 
}:arrJ interosts f.~"ld (iO lork together j 1 tho r,reater i.lberest of 

Nort"ern Irolal1:d Given the HillingnesB to work togethor .1. Hill 

play tr.,; ca't and r am sure the constitutional qu.estion3 can theL be 
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'".:'!11:: f~-c stop io for the partios to talk togathc::: •. Tho idea of 
'Lninistrati ve non-logiolative devolut:Lon may not 1-1at~sfy all the 

3.spirations of tho pa:::tias, but it could provide A subject for 

discussion to see li .. la.t could grorl from it. I do :r..ci; exclude int3r~m 

arrangements f~r partial devolution provided that ~hey involve some 

rC:;a~L power and responsibility and are not merely ac"".ri'3ory. 

''If the parties shou willingness to l·tork together "';iley will not find 

=~ slow to respond~. 

'l'hs Secretary of Jtate also ans,·rered a series of questions about his 

Du nlin discuasions ui th members of the Government of the Irish 

Jtepublic. 

Th~ questions >;.;ere asked by Hr I-Iichnel 0' Halloran, l\1? (Islington 
North), Hr Van Straubenzee, MP ('·lolcingham) and !t1r Neville Sandelson, 

(Jiillincdon, Hayes and Harlincton), and in reply Nr Hasen said:-

"In my first visit to Dublin as Secretary of State for Northern 

Ireland on 24 January, I had full and ,.,j_de-ranging dincussions with 

Dr FitzGerald, the I·linister for Foreign Affairs and other Irish 

~inisters. I paid a courtesy call on the Taoise~ch. 

"The visit allo~-red me to establish a direct relatio:lship -..ri th the 

GovoriUI+ent of the l i~.rmblic of Irolc.:.nd e:.nd to discuss areas of mutual 

interest in a friendly and constructive manner". 

AF -2-

"~ll '; fYU1; stop is for the partiGS to talk togethc:::. ,ThO idea of 

':)Jiinistrat1ve non-logiolative devolut.lon may not,. atJ.sfy 0.11 the 
gspirations of the pa:ties~ but it could provide R subjoct for 

discussion to see \ihat could grO'fl from it. I do n0"t exclude int:n':"m 

arrangements i~r partial devolution provided that ~hey involve Some 
real power and respol1sibili ty and are not merely ac':ri~30ry. 

"1 f the parties sho\" vlillingness to "lork togother 4;iley will not find 

=~ slow to respond". 

Ths Secretary of vtn.te also ans"Tered a sories of questions about his 
Du nlin discuGsions 1I1 th members of the Govornment of t he Irish 

Hepublic. 

Thd questions Tllere asked by !-1r I;11chaol 0 I Hallo ran , HP (Islington 

North ), I'~r Van Stre.ubenzee, !1F ("lokingham) and 1:rlr Neville Sandelson, 

(JIillincdon, Rayes and Harlillcton), and in reply Iftr Hason said:-

"In my first visit to Thlblin as Secretary of State for Northern 

Ireland on 24 January , I had full and \'lj.de-ranging dincussions \,Ti th 

Dr Fi tzGerald , the I'Jinister for ,Poreign Affairs and other Irish 

~inisters. I paid a courtesy call on the Taoiseach. 

"'rhe visit allO\.;ed mo to estublieh n direct relationship vTi th the 

Govarnn:tant of tha HeI';ublic of Iroln.nd end to discuss area.s of mutual 

interest in a friendly and constructive manner". 
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