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• OT"CE 

RED CJ OSS REPOR':'S ON PIJ,.C.t::S OF DEI'EliTIOH ------·--- ... _ .. --·- --- ---· 
IN NORTHER . ffiELftl@ __ , _______ .. ,. __ _ 

ULSTER OFFICE 

II BERKELEY STREET 

LONDON, WI X 6BU 
TELrrllONE. 01--4?3 0601 

Copies of t.Le Reports of the International Comcittce of the Red Cross 

on its visits to Long Kesh internment centre an'l :Solfast Prison have 

b0en received ty th8 Northern Ireland Government and are being placed 

in the Li.hrary of thr. Houses of Parliasent at Westuinstcr· and Storr:ont. 

'l'l e reports do r.ot i'ir,d fundamental fctult with the accommodatj on tmd 

fhcili ti.:s ~,vail&blc i.n the two estctblishmcnts but they contain n nur)l::',er 

of' rec-omrr.cnd"'.tior..s for improving them . Actinn has alre· dy been taken 

to implcJ!.r>nt C•;rtain of the rcco!tmewlations and others are under 

crmsidera t ion . 

It is a feah1re of thP. present syster1 that a Board of Visitors is 

appointed for :;>la.ces in which persons are kept ir" custod;y and it has 

bLcn decided to appoint a siwihr body at the Long Kesh internmemt 

centre: . 

Representatives of th8 Int8rnational Committee ,.,f tl e Red Cross propose 

to pay 1:t further visit to Northern Ireland during the course of nE:xt 

month . 

29 Novar::ber 1971 

For enquiries ring : Home Office 

Nornan Bridges 01-998 1320 01-493 0601 

• 5 o· CE 

RED CLOSS TtEPORTS ON PIJiCES OF DEl'ENTIOH ----- ---- _ .. _- --

Ul5 TER OFFICE 

I I BERKELE Y STREET 

LONDON, WI X 6BU 
fncrllONE: 01--4?1 0601 

Copies of tLc Report s of the International CO,;lIni t tee of the Red Cross 

on its v:!.. si ts to Long Kesh internment centre nnrl Bolfnst Prison have 

b8en received ty the Northern Ireland Government and are being placed 

in the Librar-j of the Houses of Parliar;-,ent at Westr.'.inst;cl' and ston or.t. 

'i'l e reports do r.ot i'ir,d fundamental fault vfith the accommoclab on and 

facilities available in the two establish.alents but thpy contain f'. n\Jl1lber 

of rE'C"OI7JT.cnc.fttior.s for improving them. Actinn has a lI"EG.dy b cen tAken 

to implel!J!nt c'~rtain of the recommcnrlations and others are under 

consideration . 

It is a f£!atare of the present system that a Board of Visitors is 

appointed for :;>la.ccs in which pcr~ons are kept in custod0T and it has 

been de:cided to appoint a simibr body at the Long Kesh internmemt 

centre , 

Representatives of the Int€rnational Committee I')f tl e Red Cross propose 

to pay I:t f'urthcr visit to Horthern I r eland during the course of n8xt 

month . 

29 1 o'lambor 1971 

For enquiries ring : Home Office 

Nornlln Bridges 01-998 1320 01-493 0601 
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H.eport on t~1C visit uy I ir. F'!.ilippe Grand d I Eau".:.cville' ICRC 
dcleca te, [tncl Dr. :F'rar-.goi:::: Lcm, IC~~C doc -cor-delcc;a te, bot~1 of 
Swi::::s natio~~Jity. 

Previou'J vj.si t 

Officia~l i:: c}:ar,..:e 

J;o cation 

' 
..... 

6 October 1971 

: Hone 

I:r. \'!, n. Truesdale I Gove:r~10r of tl1e 
Cni.1p, 

l:ear the s:w.ll tou:1 of Li~;:·n.:.rn, sor:J.e 
ten uilcs to t::c ;~ot.~.tJ:.-·.-:c~t of Bel
fast. S':1e j.!1te::o:~-::::e! t c<L';r;_) i:::: in ·che 
centre of a. :Jili tc-try cu..-:p and is 
euarded and r.:an<.:,scd by prison percon
!;cl. 

The camp , a rcctal-.{;lo 350 Detrc:-> lonG 
and 160 r.etres ·.1:!.dc 1 >.2.d been erected 
at the beBinni~c o: 1971 on the Dain 
n1m:ay of a di:usec~ ac:roclro::;;c. '.i'he 
surface w~.c hrol:cn 2.1-:·1 u;:c· . .ren and t~e 
deleGate~ we~e di'Jacrccably i~prcssed 
by the pools o:I Ha·ter '.I1'.ich cor.sicier
ably redt;.ced the f=Pace for the inter
nees ' cxe:rcioe . 

Long Kcsh 1-1as :::urro'lmdcd by fe1'.ces and 
barbed ·VI ire , ·ui t~1 an obseYVa tj on post 
a t each of the four corners . There 
'\-Tcre ocvcral r~cal huts (aci:Jir:i:-:;tra'tio:n , 
11 h0"Diia1" 1r-· J.ct-c ..... c· v~ "; t '1ut u -1.: , -lt.-- IJ -- ••• .) ' .J.. ·~ - ! ' 

stores , etc .) and two enclo~ed co~-
pOlmcls , each 'di t:1 ...:c"~..al ~-~uts ur:>cd as 
d o:1:~1i tories , rr:css - roo:-1s and ablutions 
'ro or.rJ . 

The Governor infor~ed the delecates 
t hat the c n..:1p arro.nserwntc ucre not 
cor.1plete . 1'~:ree :"..c·,., intcrr..r:e~t co:::
P OU.'1d r, , a play ins r;rocr.C. 8.:-.:.d a m;:Joer 
of tc cimical ci.anGG8 ' :ere under ' JaY . 

• 
H.cport 0~1 t!1C visi t by I jl~. ?:!ilippe Grand d I tr~u.-;;cvi1lc, le: c 
delegate, c~l"d Dr. Frar.9 0is Leu , IC~C doctor-uclccate, bOt}l of 
SwiGS natio~~lity. 

D .L" 0 '" "TJ' ~i t -f~_'; _.l._v_~_ . 

Prev.i..ou'J v:i:-;it 

Officia..l 

, 

Ior'. 

6 OctobcT 1971 

: None 

l:r. H.n. 
cn.rJp. 

'l'rucsdale, Gove:r~10r of the 

Year the s:-mll to,!:: of :Si~.J:·n.'..Tn, SOf.:le 
ten L.lilcfi to t::c ;jol~_il:.--.-!(~::;t of Bel
fust. S':w i!lte~-;:;.w! t cwn1) i.::; in the 
centre of G. :Jili t?ry cc.:.::p aLd is 
euarded and Gar:.~lGccl by prison persol1-
!'lel. 

The camp , a rcctal-,.:;l!) 350 rJetrc8 lonG 
and 160 r:etres ~l'!'dc , :12.(1 been erected 
at thc bcC;il"2 ... i~;C o~~ 1971 on thc '.l2.in 
rummy of a di::ust3c: n(:ro~ro:;:c. '.i.'he 
E:UT:.LClCe '.la:::: hrol:cm ~t:'l u;:cycn and t~e 
delc(;a tcr: He~'c di -::2.L;rcr.:ably ir:-lprCsf:ed 
by the pool:--; 0:[ 1013.\;C1'' '.Ji1ic.l co!"sicicr
ably reduced the ~ace for the inter
nees ' cxercioe . 

Long 1<osh Has ~urro'l'J1dcd by fences and 
barbed 'dire , I-li t~1 an ObSeTV2.tjon post 
a t cach of the four cor~ers . There 
", ere Gcvernl r~cal huts (ad;-1ir:i::;tra"Cio!1 , 
IIhospi tal 01 , ~:i. tc~.c::.s , vi si t l1Ut , 
storcs , etc .) a~d two enclo~ed co~
potU1ds , each ili th ...:etal l-.l.uts u[~cd [1.8 

dOY'!':lit orie8 , ltGSS- TOO:-1S and ablutions 
'ro or!rJ . 

The Governor infor~cd thc deleGates 
that tLc CXlp arro.nGcl:le''..to Hcre :.;ot 
cOLlplctc . '1':::1.'ec :~C · .. I intcrr.r:e .. t co;..:-
p Oli...'1d r" Cl. play ins r;rour.d i?.:-:.d Cl nU:.loer 
of te cimical c i.a..'1GC8 \:cre w1der ' Jay, 



2. 

{ •. ~ C<UKlCl_Sl: Acco~di~~ to the Governor ' s 
er;ti:12.te 110 . 

J:·unbcr o.f T!ltcrnees -----------

A c co~::~:.od~tion : - - ------

1 80 ( 60 ir: co:.::pouPd :;o . 1 and 1 20 
i n cor.-.potujd i~o 2) 

The tl ;o inte!':-;.oc;~t co:1.po~cis sl1onl.d be co:1:-..:iC.crcd as tuo 
ml.nl· ,,•·t··,,e c ...,., . ,... '·l~t"L-:l· n -l·'1e To'1'• T~c.-.'1 l· ·1·:·cl''1.L..··r..·, + CCL."'1D uhic h (. ... v ....... '-•'l"'·J ~ .L . ... l1.t .J.J•,...., J ~...v ... J. \.1 J.~._.~.. .. v --

HaS i tr·ulf o.:L ·chc c on trc of a cili t:1ry cas:p of tho S3.1Je name • 

1. a) The arcn l7 i t!1in t!1e i:co:: fence f..;urrol;nd i T![; COPlJOu.>, d. 
:no. 1 v1 o..s nbout 1, 500 sou<.~ro no tre::; ( 30 x 50 mc ·crcs ). 
\/i t hin i t there \lore 

a ;,10tal hut 20 u x 8 n in u h:L cll there uc r e 40 inte r nees 

a J. cta l hut 20 n :;.: 8 o d i v idcd i nto t~1o par t :-:, one 
occupic -:1. by 20 i ntor:-.ccs , t!1 c ot:1cr bo il1[.; -:..;_scc1_ as a 
mo r- f> . ·r ]1e total m;: ·. ~JC!' o:f i .r.:.lates i~·1 t he eo11pon:1d t here
fore Has 60. 

- a f. i'":nller hut f or a bl u tions, ui t h 9 1JCo, 12 I·Hu.::: :1ha r:d 
basins and 9 cl1o·.1crs . 

b) The area Hi t h i n 'the il'or; fence su.rroUj1d i~ 1g cor.1pouJ'.d 
J:o . 2 v/Cls si.r.1ilar. It contained. .: 

3 met2.l ~1ut s , ea ch 20 L1 ~ 8 i". ancl occup:ied by 40 
internee~ , i . e . 120 ~e~ in all. 

- 1 hut. of the C 3.r.~e si;::e u s ed ar.; a ncss-roo:-:1 . 

- l ~~aller cotnl hut used for ablutions: 9 ~Cs , 12 wash-
hand ba::;in::; and 9 .s~.oHerc: . 

2. Four dormitory l':utFJ 11erc occt~picC: by 40 inte r-~ee:J and one 
( in eoc pcnF:.d 1To . 1) by 20 inter:-:e c:::: . ?u:rni tlil'C cor.r.;istcd of 
ar::uy bode in ticrc, a s:'Ja ll cup boar~ fo!' each in"ternee , 
uevcral cnall tablcr.; , chajrc and ar::::1 cha irs. 

Each hut had 10 windowc rnca surin8 ~bout 1 . 20 n x 0 . 80 m, 
only the CCi1tral pa~.e ( 0 . 40 x 0 . 25) of '.:l:ic~: could be opened . 
In the dcle~nter.;' opinio~ the ventilation w~s i~sufficient 
f or tne ntu~tbe~ o:f occu;;a;::ts. :-=:ac!1 hu·c hc:..d :four electric 
heaters . r:::'he r::1t:1in beine oveTlo8.ded , 01-,_}_y half of the hcc:. ters 
could be used . 

The in·cc:;.~nccs pointed out ti.1n t t~e j oi::1ts of :-;or:c huts Here 
not vlater:pl.'Oof a :1d t~n t during t:1c :frcq_uent hea~J shouers , 
r ain lea.l~ed into the hutc . 'i'hc coc1plnin't was p2.csed on to 
the Governor . 

,, 
. . ~ 

,Qan(lC l (,~r AccordinG to the Governor's 
e[;ti:.~8. te 11.0. 

2 • 

1:t1T1bcr of I~ternees 
--------~ 

18.0 (60 L: co:,,::powld 1:'0. 1 and 12.0 
in cor.potmd l~o 2) 

Acco~:~:.:od 2. tion : 
~-------

The t:o inte!':1DCj'. t cO;-lpo~"}ds shonlcl be cO:l:Jiderod as tllO 
miniat1..::ce C2.~.1P!) Hi t~in t:le LOl1,'~ ~:c ::;:1 ilYceTnL",c:, t C3,1"1.9 \1hich 
Has i t['ulf 8.:C -che c8ntro of a cili ia1'Y ca::,:p of the SJ.iJC name. 

1. a) The ar0D. l-7i thj.n the iTOr. fe'nce surrolmdir![; cOfl?ow-.d 
:no. 1 '1-18.8 nbout 1,500 SOUHTC [letre::> (30 x 50 meG1'es). 
\/i thin it there \lere 

- a ;,lOtal hut 20 0 A 8 ['1 in uhicll thore ilere 4.0 internees 

- Cl J..'etal hut 2.0 [) :;.: 8 0 di vic1ed into tHO part:::, one 
occupi0d. by 20 intor)'";ec8, t~le ot:10r being usec1. as a 
mess . The totD.l m;::,:)er of ir.:~ates in the COllf,OU';'ld there
fore Has 60 . 

- a sl'laller Llut for ablutions, Hi th 9 l"CO , 12 vlas:u1and 
ba8ins 8.nd 9 cho·,lGrs. 

b) The area Hi thin 'the i1'01: fence :::r:.rroUji.di~lg corlpowi.d 
i:O . 2 vlaS sir.lilar . It contained : 

- 3 rnet2.1 ~11.rt8, each 2.0 L) x 8 j'; and occupied by 40 
internee'] , i . e . 120 ;"}er. in all . 

- 1 hut, ·of the CB.r::e size used as a [lOSS-roo;:] , 

- 1 ::-[,\[3.11er notal hut used. for G.blutioyw: 9 °dCs , 12 vl2.sh-
hand basinc and 9 8~.oHer2 . 

2. Four dormitory huts \1ere occupiee by 4.0 inter~ees and one 
( in cor..'pound To . 1) by 2.0 inter:-:ee::: . :?urni tUl'e eor.Gi:::ted of 
army beds in tiers , a c~al1 cupboar~ for each in~ernee, 
E..lCvoral cr:18.l1 tables , chaj re and 2.r:::1chairs . . 

Each hut had 10 windoHc measurin8 ebout 1 . 2.0 ~ x 0 . 8.0 rn , 
only the c(mtral pa:-.e (0 . 40 x 0 . 25) of "'ll:ic~: could be opened , 
I n the dele~Qten' opinio~ the ventilation w~s insufficient 
f or tile r:urlber 01 OCCUnai.1t[J. ~ac:1 hut had four electric 
hea te:rs . Tl1e r.1ain being overlo2.ded , oruJ half of the heaters 
could be -used . 

The in-ce:;.~nees pointed out ti.1G. t t~e j oi:1ts of :-Jor..:e huts Here 
not i'Jaterpi'oof a~ld t~~ t during t~le freCluent heavy sho\lers , 
r ain le3.1~ed into the llUtc . 'I'he cOi:lplc.int was p2.csed on t o 
the Governor . 
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