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Date 

2. A documen't \"las circulated by Mr. Garvey regarding the capacity o f 

subversive organisations to engage in a shooting war in the twenty-

six counties. This document was fully discussed and various contin-

gencies that might arise were considered. It was agreed that the 

document should be submitted to the Cabinet Sub-committee. 
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2. A docurnen"t ~las circulated by Mr. Garvey regarding the capaci ty of 

subversive organisations to engage in a shooting war in the twenty-

six counties. This document was fully discussed and various contin-

gencies that might arise were considered. It was agreed that the 

document should be submitted to the Cabinet Sub-Cornmittee. 
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CA.FACITY OF I.~<.A. TC ~YGA.'~ JN .A SHC''~·l'JNG dAR IN THE 
26 Ci ~{JN TI ~s. 

By "shooting 'var" j t :; s rres1;med t~a t we are thinking 
in terms of a direct conf1·ontation. 

The ljkelihood of the J.~.A. or kjndYed subversive 
gro·ups startir.g a shoct~Lr~g war ac.s-ajnst the security 
forces of tbe ~)tate. ej ther ir.dividually or collectively, 
does not r:.erjt any serious consideratjon. Jf attempted, 
it would be sburt-lived, endjn~ in complete annihilation 
of the a~gressors. 

Jf, ho-v1ever, ~;ueri 1 1a tactics were adopted, the s~t1.ation 
1:1ould be quite difi'erent. 

The latest estirraten actjve strength of subversive 
groups jn the 26 Counties ~s:-

ProvisionaJ J.R..A ................. . . 1565 
Offjcial J.1i.A . . ........ . ..........••. e21 
Splinter Grovps. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . • 95 

Total ......... . ..... . · . # ••••••••••••••• 24f1', 

~!\. : art from above fi -:?".:res there is a com1=aratively large 
nn.mber of su] porters, sorr.e of 'flhom are activated by a 
r-ren•jine SYIDf'a thy but many otters who are forced to help 
mainly thro t:gh intj rr.j dator:v n.ethods. In re~rard to this 
latter method there ~s the djstinct f0°Sibility that a 
\tery la -rr:e nv.mber of citizens would be forced to lend 
support if derrlanc3ed to do so under threat of violence 
and, in the event of an extension of activities so~th 
of the Border there js nc re~son to do1bt the capab~lity 
of the J. R.!~ . to j:ndulpe in ruthlessness and violence 
and mount a si~ .ilar campaic:n to that in the Six COl.·.nties. 

In places like 1>Jblin (4'53 i rovisjonaJs and 394 Officia1s) 
Cork City (tt!e Division of Cc rk .i·;ast has an estizrated 
161 ProvisionaJ s and 171 Of~'icials; the ~.osition in a 
guerilla warfare situation could be very ser::.ol.Js and 
security forces would find it very difficult, if not 
jmpossible, to conta~n the vjolence. 

An active service gro1.1_p of subversjves 1 comprising of a 
a co1:.. act , nit of n.bo·)t 6 re:rsons with a well trajned 
Jeader.would nose an GxtreFely dif f icult problem and in 
the Th;bli:r. area ~ t j s belj eved that a bout 20 of these 
units could OJ,e r:l te sir.·1 ~l taneously. 

It ~ s not tro dj :ffic1~ l t to irr1igj ne then the serious situation 
in which the sccu1·i ty f·orces wo: ld be placed. The Br:i tish 
Army in the Six C01ntiee. with the aid of the other 
sec1 1·ity force3. be .. ~ter eq"U_ipped let_;a1Jy and materially . 
canna t cope r,Ji th the s j t . ~.:J. t i0n. 

'l'h ere is a r.. e _ e s r; i t y . j r 01 ~ r vi ew for q s t re n g then j_ n g 
of tt.e ~-:;ec11ri ty f,r•rces both .::n re,c-;~rd to n ~HllJ..OWer and 
eq i1J1~1ent to de".:.} wj th any threat. 
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CAPACITY OF I. ~{.A. Te ..:Jl~~A (;1!] ]l,~' A SHC/'I T1NG _'IAR IN THE 
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By ffshooting 'ia r" j t ~; ) I: resi; med t hat we are thinking 
in terms of a direct c o r~ fl'ontation. 

The Ijkelihood of the J •• A. or kjnd Ten subversive 
gro'ups startir.g a sho (" tj!} g war a gajnst the security 
forces of t be ~)t:: te. P,j the r i:r: d ividually or collectively, 
does not r.-:erjt any seri ou s consirieratjon. ]f attempted, 
it would be short-l ived, endjn~ in complete annihilation 
of the a €gressors. 

If, h Dwever, ~leri l 1a tactics were adopted, the si~~ation 
would be quite diff erent. 

The latest estimaten a ctjve s t rength of subversive 
groups jn the 26 Counties ~s:-

Provisjona] J .R..A ...... ' . . ......... . . 1565 
Of j~ j cj al J. H. A. . ........ . _ . . . . . . • . . • •• f?21 
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Total ......... . ....... # ••••••••••••••• 24ft. 
~~ I art from above fi J?i~ res there is a cOIDr:aratively large 
n ~-1Ilber of 8UJ porters, BOIGe of r .. ,hom are activa ted by a 
p'en'line sym 'a thy but many others who are forced to help 
mainly thro t: @ intj rrd .:a t o rv n,ethods. In re frard to this 
latter method there ~s the distinct IO Lsibility that a 
1rery la T' r,e nlJInber of ci tizens would be forced to lend 
support if derrlan6ed t o do so under threat of violence 
and, in the even t of a n extension of activities sOAth 
of the Border t here j~ ne r~~ son to dOlbt the capab~lity 
of the ]. R.I~ . to j nd 1 .pe in :'U thle c~ sness and violence 
and mount a sir;:ilar ca ~:pai~~ to that in the Six COl .. nties .. 

In places like l)Jblin (4 '5 3 l rovisjonaJs and 3940ff;cials) 
Cork City (t' ~ e Div'sion of Cork ,l';ast has an estimated 
161 ProvisionaJ sand 171 (} f ::'iciala; the !:osi tion in a 
guerilla war':are situation could be very ser::'01)S and 
security forces would find it very difficult, if not 
jmpos8ible, to conia -' n the vjolence. 

An active service grouT of subversjves, comprising of a 
a CO~k:lct 'nit of ,. .... bo 'J t 6 te:!."sons wjth a well train d 
1 eader, T;Tould pose an .:;. xtrer.-ely dj f f icul t pro blem and ill 
the wblin area j t j s b~ lj eyed tha t a bout 20 of these 
uni ts could oper'3.te sir1 ~1 taneously. 
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It ~8 not t.r djf-icl't to irr.ag,jne then the serjous situation 
in t,.rhich the CCl 1'1 to. f'orces wO:Jld be placed. The ri tisr 
ArnlY ill the S i x 00 In ~ ; e o. ~.Ji th the aid of the other 
seC1 !"i ty f orce;.). be, te r equ.i ped le{;" -'. J y and ma terially , 
cannot core 'flli th the sj t ',: .1. tion. 

'llh ere is a r.. e :' e 8 c; i t y. j 11 0 1 ~ r view' for ~l s t r en g th en j.n g 
of t} .e ::Iee l rity f, ' rce...; bo t.h ~ ~ rc,C'( ~ rd to D:r nJ.:ower and 
e q i I; 1"l1 e n t 0 d. e (j, 1 w'" j t h a ny t hI tat. 
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