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• 
D at~, not rou0, though some have called thee 

ulighty and dreadful, for t 110U art not SOi 

Por those ~~.hom thou thinkest thou nost ov,rthrow 

Die not, poor Death 

ffuv sJell'st thou then? 

One short sle p nast p t c take eternclly, 

Ana cath sh 11 he n more. Death, thou shalt die. 

******************* 

H came to Ireland as a guest, nd fri~n ~. 1 t the 

pl;;!rsonal re'1u~st of th_ ri e inistcr of his countrv, he 

un(~rtook the task of rep senting the Unite Kin dom in 

Ir land, at a tiroc ~'lhen t e re lations bettv _11 our t~TO 

countri s are of sinc;ular importance to both. He brought 

wit him a conviction of the evil and futility of viol nee 

nd a dedicntion to t ~ task of strengthenin. t e links thot 

bin: our p_opl s toqeth r in the fac of the common threat 

to both. Ta also brought a ~eli f that cvnics mav mock, 

hut true stat sm\;n ri\thtl'" maintain, that b '~t"J en aovernments 

nnd peoples, as be~we_n indivi'u?1s, truth an honesty 

rovide the onlv sur_ foundation for a solid and l2sting 

relationship. 

le in Ireland clcomec Christo~hcr anc Jane Ewart-Biggs with 

instinctive tvarmt , rcconnisinq their inform;l,.. .0odlill, 

th~ir absolute sinc~rity, their ~ualitv as .eonl , and 

an el~rnent of humour anc.1 indeed ~aietv phich struck an 

instant chord monqst c 11 who met them here. 

For mvself, from th moment I first m~t him in Oxford four 

short weeks ago, I 100. d fonlard to a ~ersonal an 

di· 10matic relationshi. which I kn W '('loul be positive and 

constructive, open cnrl un·n~i~ite. I kn th t, given 

the nroblems that xist at times in the r· lations betwe~n 
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ur b countri~Sv ~e ~ere bound to vc so~~ 

ifficult encounters, but I kn~ also th t ~uch moment~rv 

c ifficulties - 1'" a r to e s en in nv ~ .nt in t e 

"ider context of t nrofounr~ coMPlon i t .,r ts of Irelan 

and ~ritain- oul h~ ~sed v thl ind of rel tionship 

t at we ~qoulc b~ able to esta lish et~~e..:;n us 

Th hock, an for us the sh m , f his murd r, ,nd oft t 

of Judith Cooke, have hac nrofounu eff~cts for (11 of us. 

No oubt th P r.etr~tors calculate ith th~ir unf iling 

lack of insight or understandin~, that nglo-Irish 

relations Tould he . v .... r lv ~ \,; k ne· , n r n s narman~ntly 

damag_d, ~~such en atrocit!. That the op osite has 

been the cnse is n~v vident to ~11. Our two n~o les, 

whose pasts h ve be n o closelv link~d for ill and for 

good throughout _ight centuri s, hcva confounded our common 

en~rnv v r soondin to this traq dv wit a de P ned s nsa 

of our close interdc _ndence, ~c of our common inter~st 

in combatinq 1i0lenc~ (nd ~vert1ng a rchy. Politicians, 

p e and eoplc in our tt 10 is lands nve inst1ncti ve 1 r 

undcrstooc the trr s~- t for t em - v 1 m n, an~ h v~ be n 

~ra n closer. tog ther in the fterrn .t1 of this murd~r. 

Perha s for t e first tim the Irish n o 1 h ve been 

rou~ht to preciate fullr thos ~ualities of dirrnitv, 

calm nv r straint on ihich Britons rightly prid~ 

th~mselves. P rha s for the first time also th British 

pea 1 hav un erstood the d th of ~ horrencc of violence 

th~t anim tes our neonl 

ur countri .. s v 'e :] re bouna to av~ 

if 'cul ne unt rs hu~ I kn~ DIso t t uch omt:;ntcrv 

~ T ,nt in t e (.liff'cult:...:;, TaT t e s ... n in n 

nte t 0 ~ on 

(. nd "",ri t in - r,,'oul 

tl et G ~ ou 1 to est 

T t 

ish 
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, ~n, ="n:: h ,~ b 
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Whatever ill-conceived and twi t ~ objective the p petrators 

of these murders may have had in mind, it w P certainly not 
the outcome that we observe. ~or they have brought about 

strengthening of the ties that link Ireland with Britain in 

riendship, and a re-animation of our joint , nd unequivocal 

determination once and for 11 to destroy this conspiracy 
against freedom and gainst life - which in North rn Ir land 
has already wrought such unlversal tragedy. 

The tragedy of thio moment in Ireland touches 11. It tou.ches 

the you - the young like Ju ith Coo , courageous, t lented, 
attra ctive. The promi e of her gener tion is prey to those 

who respect neither age, nor frailty, nor sex, nor youth, in 
their ur e to destroy those whom t1ey seem in their blindness 

to conceive only as impersonal symbol , never living p ople. 
What kind of world can they be dreaming of, in which living 

vital people like Judith have no pl ce, s ve in the ~ave? 

Chris opher . ~'v1art-Biggs b ought to this country a total 
commi·l;ment against this callous insensc te violence, a belief 
in truth and peace. He could not have conceived th . t within 

two brief weeks of his arrival he would h'lVe m de, t the cost 
of his own g llant liTe, au ique contribution to the aims he 

sought to serve - a contribution which, had he lived, he would 
have dedic ted him elf to achieving by the slower process of 
diplomatic action. His widow and children, to whom every Irish 
heart goes out at thi~ moment, can hope t le t th~ t ·n this 
way his death has not been in vain. 

Ireland, shamed by the deeds of men with minds t\vi ~ ted y th 

myths thnt Tor too many in this country h3:ve di· .... 1 CGd hi~tory, 

will not for et this moment. 
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We ask Christopher's f mily for th~ir compass1on. We are 
grateful that h~s w~dow, gene ous o pir~t s he w s, 
h s found the courage and charity to underst nd and to 
maintain the full dedic tion o her husb d's commitment 
to peace in this island /e can humbly learn rom her 

I am honoured and through me I believe the Irish people 
for whom I speak are honoured, that she should h ~e asked 
me to address you at this f r her, most tragic mom nt 
I do so on behalf of a country which with one m~nd nd 
heart offers her its love and ympathy 

-~----~--~-~--~---- -~"----. 
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