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Stormont Castle, Belfast 

28 Octo er 1976 

The Secretary o Stat tor North rn I d, h Rt Hon Roy Ma on, MP, said i 

th Commo today that no system of gov ant within Northern Irela ould be 

table or effec ive unle s bot rts or the community acquiesced in that system 

and were willing to work to pport it. 

Mr Ma on as re lying to a question from Cyril D Townsend, MP, {Bexley, 

Bexleyh th), ho d ask d it he would either tak an independent political 

ini tia ti v n or h rn I land or tep up th level of s.cti vi ty of the Security 

Forces. 

The Secretary ot State replied:-

"No S r. There is no chaDge iJl our poai ticm. 

No the Ir land is part of the Unit Kingdom ulu.ees a majority of the population 

want this chang d. 

, 

Th Gov r 

o ayot 

both parte 

it. Thi 

nt ant a devo v government, but, as we have consistently made clear, 

n within o he Ireland will be stable or effect ve unless 

t oommUD.i y oquieo 1 t eyate a are willi.Dg to ork to support 

tam ch 1 1 oo wid spread upport throughout th 

c in c nd th minority ill participate. 

Unt . a d volv t in orthern Ireland the Governm t is 

r po ble for ng d is governed. It will ot hirk this 

tiv s of the orthern IrelaDd p op e mua find respon ibl. ty. But 

a re ent. This cannot b posed. Th muet d a will to ork together." 

The cretary of Stat and Mini er o Stat Mr Don Concannon, MP, dealt ith a 

er or que relating to th s uri y tua on, o e t crime and priso • 

0 ' ) , P ilip Goodhart, MP (Bromley, Becke m), aake 

M on i h te t bo t t c ity situat oa. 
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h Rt Hon Roy on, MP, 

tem of go rDment within Northern Irela 

id i 

oul be 

stable or eftec iv unless bot rts or the community acquiesced in that system 

and er w lling to work to pport it. 

Mr Mason was r lying to que tion from Cyril D Townsend, MP, (Bexley, 

Bexleyh th), ho had ask d it he would either tak an independent political 

ini tl ti v n 0 them Ire and or step up th 1 vel of act1 vi ty of the Securi ty 

Forces. 

Tbe secretary ot state replied:-

"0 ire There 1 DO chang 1J1 our poa! Hem. 

o the Ir land 1s part ot the Un! t Kingdom unless a majority at the popula tion 

nt this chang d. 
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Th nt a devo v gov rnmant, but, w have consistently de clear, 

ya 
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it. Thi 
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U t t 
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ay 
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b e fo 

respon 1b11ty. But 

This cannot b 
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Ir land will be stable or ffeet Ve unless 

t ayste a ar illing to ork to support 
____ widespread upport throughout th 

nd tb minority ill participate. 

northern Ireland the Gover t is 

d is gov rned. It will ot hirk this 

ot he orthern Irela peop e mus find 

posed. Tb muet d a will to ork: together." 

The S cretary of S ate and Mini er 0 stat Hr Don Cone nnon, MP, d It vi th a 

of la 1Dg to th 8 itua on, 0 e t crime and priso • 

r Go, P ( atbourne), P 11 P Goodhart, MP (Bromley, Beck m), aake 

M i hod malt t bo t t ty situat OR. 
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The Secret ry of <) t 1 d: 

" ttac e by t Provi io S curi rc v 1 d to t 

d hs during th f ., po c an 4 old re. ty-four 

e o kil d by sectarian ters both 

So f r this no hav b n char d ith terrori t orim e, including 

88 rg ith rd r a 89 th tt pted murd r. g n b • ng 

ght r d The r t r effie cy o th a urity fore a a the ople's 

r lsion fro viola o is clo ing t e t on terro i T ey know " ey cannot 

win. The Po ice 

b v ry, ct an 

perfo t 

co pa ion t could 

ir di ficult an onerous d ties 

t quailed by fore s 

th skill, 

else in 

the wor d. kno bat th y have -heart upport of this o e." 

Mr eter H y, P eel th secretary ot Sta e how ny persons 

d b n on icte of cr of viol no Northern Ireland to date i the current 

y ar. 

Mr Concannon plied:-

"During th p iod 1 January to 30 S pte ber 1976, 639 persoll8 were convicted o 

ndic ant c a epecitied in Part One of Schedule 4 of the Northern Ireland 

( r ency Provi ions) Act 1973 a m nd d. Th jority of such offences involved 

or ere oc d ith violence." 

Jam a mond, MP (Oldham st ), 

in Northern I nd pri o 

M d:-

d th Secretary of sta e the number of prisoners 

r&.JJg 8ll average of sentence. 

" h total b r of pri on 

) ison ra or ho 

oD 2 Octobe 1976 a 2,667. This included 1,867 

1,163 w re pecial oat gory, 660 u tri prisoners and 140 

nc being a rved rang d fro 2 weeks to 1 fe impri o nt. 

t ente c at 3 October, the t date 
f r i bl ' 1 6.38 y rs ... 

r I n S (A.berd n outh), the S c tary of Sta e f h would take 
to d th ym t of soc al ty tunds to support IRA terror· s ts, 

mp d over Chris nd 0 er ho da • 

2. 
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h P od 1 January to 30 S pte ber 1976, 639 pers01l8 were convicted 0 

indic c s pacified in Part One of Schedul 4 of the Northern Ir land 

( r ency Pravi ions) Act 1973 &s am Dd 4. The jority of such offences involved 

o re oc d 1th violence." 

Jam 

in Northern I 
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f 
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Dd, MP (Oldham ~ t), 
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d:-

d tb Secretary of sta e the n b r of prisoners 

aver.ag of sentence. 

r of p 1eol1 

re ot who 

OD 24 October 1976 vas 2,667. This included 1,867 
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1,163 -er pea 1 oategory, 660 u trie prisoners and 140 

b ing rv d rang d fro 2 weeks to 1 fe impri 0 nt. 

t :3 October, t date 
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Mr Cone nnon r plied:-

"Prisoner o parole fr pr aoll8 in orth m Ir land 

ecuri ty paym t • " 

not enti tl d to soc 1 

Stan Thorne, MP (Preston South), ask d the Secretary of Stat wbat wa his policy 

i reap t of ep cial int rrogat on centre in Northern I land. 

Ma on aid:-

"There a.r no special interrogation centre in Northern Ir land." 

Mr John Car on, (Belt at orth), a k d t Secretary of Stat what was the 

outcome of the enquiry 1 to t l d delay of the Police a ering the numerous 

calla to the hon B ltaat's houa on A t 9, 1976. 

~ r Mason repli d:-

" either p deoe or nor I co aid red that there was any n ed for a formal 

enq iry. I am t a tied that t Police a d th Army :macted prompt y and did 

V(1rything th y could to protect the household of the hon M b r tor West Belfast." 

}. 

• 

Hr Cone nnon r plied:-

"Prisoner 0 parol tr P Bone in orth m Ir land 

ecuri ty paym t It 

not ent1 tl d to ace 1 

M sta Thome, (p ston south), ask d the S retary of S t what hi pol cy 

i resp t of Bp cial int rrogat on c tre in Northern I land. 

Ma on a1d:-

ttThere ar no special int rrogation entre in Northern Ir land." 

Mr John car on, (Belfast orth) , 

outcome of the enquiry 1 to t 

calls to th hOD 

r Mason r pl d:-

d t s c stary of S t t vas the 

d delay of the Po ice a ering the numerous 

l~ st' hous OD A t 9. 1976. 

tt ei ther p deoe or nor I co id red that there was any n ed for a formal 

e q iry. I am sat t1 d t t t Police d th Army macted promptly a d did 

v(lrything th y could to proteot the houaehold of the hon M b r tor We t Belfast. It 
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