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• Heetire s on Explosiv~ 

l. Fou1· meetings at offic1al level have taken pl ace i n this serie s 

c ommencinG in April 19'15. Meeting~ at expc.::t l evel i . e . t he Iris!1 

Inspec:toJ~<:te of Explosive;; and HH Inspectorate lla .. Je also taken place. 

The t;cne r>..i. s for these mee l ir.g s is conto.ined in co.L'respondenc e beti·.'Cl~n 

t he Sec1·eta.r.y of State ar·cl tlw 1Unist:o.r at the bcginninr; of Feb1·uan~ 

1~75 dealing -..lilh finds of explosives of IIE orie.J. n .in nor thern 
Irel a nd i n the previous yea r. 

2. The Britistl s uggested an agenda f or t he f i rst meeti ne whi rh wus 
slj gh::ly wide r. i n scope t nan 1-1hat has co:.ne t o be t !Je st a nda r d ar:;enda 
viz. 

marking of detona tors 

marking of explosives 

extraction of explos ives sub~tances f 1·om fortiLi s ers 

storage, conv eya nce , us e. and accou1lt5 1•g of cxplosj_ves. 

Varyint; dee rees of p1•ogre 3 s on each of these it ems have teen ach ie v ed_, 

it being the general Bri tisb position that stricter controls i'CI'e 

necessary under each heading , and the general Irish position t ha t, 
Hhile the de sirn.bili ty of s tr j_c tcr con trols was adrni t l.eG., the s e 

propon8.ls had to be exaMined in te.rmn of safety, expense, practicr!li t y 

and ceneral commercial considel'ations . 

3. Hruklng of ex~nlosive s. IIE has a monopoly on the supply of ---
c on~e.rcial gelignite to both the Republic and the torth since the 

autumn of 1973. 'I' his explosive is al.rGac!.y mn.rked in so fc.r as 

explosives intended for n·ortbern Ireland arc dyed pink and thost.. for 

t he Republic arc undyed . p roripted by these me·Jtir[s the Depar t il.t~n :: 
of Justice and the 1~anagemcnt of the Enfield factory .1a-~ ·..) exar:ir.ed. t ~~c 
practic3llly of a more detailed marking system ~f:icn would conve y tc 

the experts exalT}j 1,ing illegal cachc!J or Lhc debris after an c xp1.o:;lcn 

i nfotmation about; the point of thef L. The examinat i on took tv.'C ~Ol'!"d~ 

( i ) cxternaJ markin~ of containers (~ qrtriclges a nd/or heavy 
pape r i-JN.~.p pe r!:" J 

( ii) internal marking 

( i) I 1 t mp e:nen allon of the formc.r marki:1g £~:s t r.;r.: is r.ou at an 

_ _; 

• 

_.. ---, 

Hectir[:,s on E' l()~ives 

1. Four meetinGs at officlal level j1ave taken Pl<4CO in this series 

COT'1menc' nr: in J rH 197~1. Heoting::; ~.t eXpcl't 18vol i.e. the Iri.s!l 

InspectoJ'<.te of Bxplosives and r111 Inspectorate hm'e also taken pJ ace. 
The gencs.i.s for these meetings is contained in COl'H.:spondence lleL".'cl,:;n 

the 3ecl'c'cc.ry of State and the t·jj ist. l' at the tceil'1inr. of Fehl'Ual';} 

1975 deD.li~lg ',:.:.tb find::; of explosive'" of IIE origJ.n in .~(lI'theJ'n 

Ir~land in the previou~ year. 

2. The British suggosted an agenda for the first rr.eetin~ \"hieb '';uS 

slj ghUy wide!' in scope than \vhat has come to be ttJe standard o.gend3. 
viz. 

marking of detonators 

marking of explosives 

extraction of explosives sub~tances from fertilisers 

storage, conveyance, use and accoluJ;5! r: of explosives. 

Varying deCI'ecs of pl'ogre::;s on each of these items have been actJicved., 

it being the general British position that stricter controls were 

necessary under each heading, and the general Irish position t~at, 

while the deSir-bility of stricter controls was admltte~, these 

propos~ls had to be exa~ined in terms of safety, cxpen~e, practil:ali'!Y 

and General cOMmercial considerations. 

3. llar'kl g of explosives. IrE has a monopoly on the supply of 

con ercial gelignite to both the Republic and the Korth since the 

autumn of 1973. This explosivc is already marked in so far as 

explosives intended for IJorthern Ireland arc dyed pink and those :'01' 

the Republic are undycd. P rO!'ipted by these meetir.[s the Depar!:mr;r:t 

of Justice and the Management of the ~nfield factory have exa=i~ed ~l -

practic nl.i.t :l of a more detailed marking systcr.J · .. ;!!icn \-,ould COl'l\'e~ Le 

the experts examining illegal c:lchen or lhe debris after an €xplo:;icI. 

itlfol'mat ion about the point of thef L. The examination took t .... 'o lO!'!"!s 

(H) 

external rnarkin~ of containG~s (cartridges and/or heavy 
paper \VNlppcr!:) 

internal rnar!r.l· , ne 

(1) Imple~entation of the for~er markinG Eysteo is ~Ol at an 
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advanc;ed stage. HacU ne1·y on ordo.r from Ge.rm<.WY has been .installed 
und tested. 1'he .fj n<JJ .r•epor.t of tho Bnfj_,Jld technicians \·Jas reeci,:rcd 

by the DepartMent of Justice on 21,. Nay 1976 and i~ Clll'rently u11de.r 

considc..ration by the Garcla1 and the Inspe~tol' of ~xplosivcs. It is 

hoped to have the neH marking system in ope;."'ation by Augu~>t. The B1•i tir.h 
have asl~ed to be closely in\'Olved in tile det~il of the mo1·e 

sophisticated accountancy system which must necef;~ar.i .1 y be .i.nt.roduc;eci 

with tho nsw machinery and a meetine to dircuss this will take place 
at expert level shortly. 

( ii) \•li th regard to internn.l marking, tests are s ti.U. continuing at 

IIE to see -v;hethcr date coded pln stic disc!.> could be introduced into 

the explosive nd x, but it no\·/ seems likely thn. t any such sy s tom \vould 
be excessively m·Iln·;ard and expensl.ve to administer. 

4. Mal~ king _of_ de tone: tors. Almost all detonators used in the 

Republic a~e of Britiah manufacture and since August 1971 are marked 

in the British factory as being intended for use in the Republic. 

The British made available a detonator scratch marking machine 

( extens.ively used by them in r:o1•t!ie 1•n Ireltllld) ·,·rhich uould JlOl'm~_t 
closer consu.mol' :identification and this has been on test by tbo Irish 

Inspector of Explosives since August 1975. ~~he former Inspoc to1' 

t'lail taiued that the machine v:as nclt safe to operate and \·Ihilc explo!'Ln; 

(unsuccessfully) Hhether modif ica ti ons could be introdue ed which '.·JOU.ld 

.render it safer, pursued simultaneously the possibility of obt,irin[: 

from any othar country detonators marked at the t!~e of manufacture, 

usc of \·Thic h Hould have the same result as the post-manufacture ma.rk~.:-f; 
i. e. the closer identification of consumer and ttereby of point of 

theft · This proved unsuccessful up to the present ti;r.e and w:·ll 

probebiy now be abandoned as t~1e present Inspector has come to a more 

favourable conclusion about the marking machine anJ has eonve:~ed this 

t o hJ s British counteq:arts . They have furri sh~d a co!T'ple te 

description of the way in which their related accountancy system 

operates and this is presently being studied by the Gardai . It is 

understood that tho Minister for Justice _ who when discussing this 

question with the Secretary of State in DubJin on 20 February J:~ not 

favour the use of the sc.rotch tnarkcr _ has now instructed that all 

necessary action be taken to bring jt into use in tho Republic . 

It \·rill be some time bofor.e th.i s i::.: done, hov1cver, as the!'e is a very 
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advanced stage. Hacbinei'Y on orr er f i'om GGrmallY ha~~ been il'stallec1 

and test:ed. 'l'tw fi nnl J'eport ef the Bni:hld technicians was .t'GccivC'd 

by the Departrlent of Justice on 211- Hay 19ft) and is current.1y under 

considl.!'ation hy tlw Carda! and tho Inspectoi' of E-..<:plosivcs. It is 
hoped to have the ne", marking system in ope.l'aticn by Augu~)t. The BrH.1.sh 

have asked to be closely involved in tbe detail of the mOI'e 

sophist.i.cated I1ccountancy system whi(:h must necessarIly be .i.ntroducGl1 

with the ne,,! machinel'y and a meeting to di~'cuss this ,·Ti11 take place 
at expert level shortly. 

(ii) With regard to internal marking, tests are still continuing at 

IIE to see YThethOi' date coded pl(lstic discs could be introducod into 

the explosive mix, but it no,,! seems likely that any such system would 

be excessively mTla.,ard and cxpensive to administer. 

4. ~king of detorntors. Al~ost all detonators used in thc 

Republic &Ee of British manufacture and cince August 1971 are marked 

in the British factory as being intended for use in the Republic. 

The British made ava.ilable a detonato.!' scratch marking machine 

(extensively uS~Hl by tbem in UOl'tllCl'l1 Ireland) "ll1ich \lOuld pCl'mit 

closer consumel' 5 dentification and this has been on test by tbc Irish 

Inspector of Explosives since August 1975. The former Inspectol' 

maiIJtained that the t:lachine was no'( safe to operate and vJhile exrlorine 

(unsuccessfully ) "Thether modifications could be introduced which v!ouJ.d 

render it safer, pursued simultantously the possibility of obtainin~ 
from any othel' country detonators marked at the tilLe of manufacture, 

usc of \'Ihich ,""ould have the same result as the post-manufacture marklr.r, 

i.e. the closer identification of consumer and tbereby of point of 

theft. This proved unsuccessful up to the pl'8sent tirr,e and will 

probably now be abandoned as the present Inspector has come to a more 

f avourable conclusion aeout- tbe marking machine and has conveyed this 

to h1s British cOllnter!=arts. They have furnished a complete 

description of the "'ay in whIch thejr related accountancy system 

operates and this is presently being studied by the Gardai. It is 

understood that the Minister for Justice _ who when discussing this 

question with the Secretary of State in Dublin on 20 February did not 

favour the use of the SCI'otch marker _ has now instructed that all 

neces sary action be taken to brjng it into use in thm Republic, 

It \.;111 be some time before this i::; done, ho",ever, as there is a very 
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l<u·ge m:.1rket hc1~c for dotonntors- up to 750)000 are usLd annually. 
Four· Ga.rcia! have been Cil-'JlO-~nted tu ove1·~,E::L: Hhateve.r· sy stcrrt may be 
devised to regulate and control the issue of detonators. 

The mar~ing of detonators is the crucial is~ue to control of all 
explosives. It is understood that: J.l.r. Vihitbread, HN Ch1ef Inspecto.r 
of I>q~losives~ has indicaLed to Mr. Bates, tho Irish Inspector~ tbat 
British p.ressu.rc regarding the marking of cartridge wrappers (see 3(1) 
above) \vould easo off if detonator marking ·Here introduced, as they 
regard the latter as far more important. It is likely too that our 
sug~estion that existing British factories be modified to enable the 
detonator marke!'S to be 10a.rJ~ed on the fc=t.ctory floor·, a project ,.,hich 
could run to £25 million to £30 million and would take three to seven 
years to get under. way, '.-TilJ. no\.; be abandoned. 

As the ncH Irish attitude to the scratch marker and all the subssnncnt 
developments flovTing f rol:l this have a~ yet been conveyed only at 
experts level - our attitude was quite rigid at tho last meeting of 
offic:ut.1 s - they may feel it necessary to press for an acknoviledgemc!"lt 
of new developments at Friday's meeting. The Minister for Justice may 
have views on hm-r best thts should be conveyed. 

5. Ext~l:_~_n of cxr:losive'r~ substance!'> rr·or:: fertiliser~· . Parallel 

r esearch is being conducted here and in Britain in this field . British 
. r esearcl1 is being conducted by ICI and at a r.eeting last October "".:e 

v1ere given some indication of lines of research being follo·~1ed by them 
'vli th regard to polysaccharlcic additives. Irish research is beille 
conducted~ under the supervision of tho Explosives Inspector, by r~.::,T, 
Ceirrici Tooranta and the IIHS . No line of Irish research has so ~a.r 
proved really encouraging . The British side professed themselves 
i mpressed vrith Ir•ish proe;ress . however, and have sue~ested tt1::..t a secvr.d 
bilateral expert gr oup should be established to swop information. Tho 
Bri tish representatives in such a group would.be GovernL~ent offici~ls, 
and it 1..ra~ stressed that any discussions on this topic would be 
s trictly confidential . Some of our experts, however , vould cone from 
the com:7~ercial ·conc.:erns mentioned above and might 1·:ell be reluctant to 
ene;age in a fraclc exchange of information in such a forun . Apart 
from security implications, this question is one of great economic 

i mportance since the !'eduction of th.e detonable elements in arnmonium 

~---- ·......_ ---
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lal'ge market hel'e for doto11;) tors - up to 750 ~ 000 are used annually. 
Four Garda! have been aypointud tu ove~~e~ whateve~ system may be 
devised to reEulute and control the issue of detonators. 

The marlcing of detonators is the c~ucial issue to control of all 
explosives. It is understood that 111'. vlhitbread, Hl-l Chief Inspector 
of Explosives, has indicated to };r. Bates, the Irish Inspector, that 
British pressure regarding the marking of cartridge wrappers (see 3(i) 
above) ,.ould ease off if detonator marking Here introduced, as they 
regard the latte~ as far more important. It is likely too that our 
suggestion that existing British factories be modified to enable the 
detonator mar~ers to be marked on the factory floor, a project which 
could run to £25 million to £30 million and would tate three to seven 
years to get under way, will now be abandoned. 

As the new Irish attitude to the scratch marker and all the sub~8quent 
developments flovling f rOI:! this h:lvC a~ yet been conveyed only at 
experts level - Our attitude was quite rigid at the last meeting of 
officials - they may feel it necessary to press for an acknowledgement 
of new developments at Friday's meeting. The Minister for Justice may 
have views on hm·, best this sbould be conveyed. 

5. Extractlon of explosives substanceB fro!:. fertilisers. Parc:llel 

research is being conducted here and in Britain in this field. British 
research is being conducted by ICI and at a meeting last October we 
were given some indication of lines of research being followed by thern 
with regard to polysaccharide additives. Irish l'esearch is beille 
conducted, under the supervision of the Explosives Inspector, by tJ..:,r, 
Ceimic! Teoranta and the lITIS. No line of Irish research has so far 
proved leally encouragirg . The British side professed themselves 
i H.pressed with I11sh proEress: however, and have suegested t1101t a se~c.r..d 
bilateral expert group should be established to S.lOp information. The 
British representatives in such a group would be Goverru;ent offici;:ls, 
and it ,.as stressed that anjr d! "cussions on this topic would be , 

strictly confidential. Some of our exnerts hQ\olever , ilOUld come from . - , 
the commercial concerns mentioned above and mj ght i· .. ell be reluctant to 
eneage .i.n a frank exchange of inforr.ntior. in such a forum . Apc:rt 
from security implications, this question is one of great economic 

i mportance sj nee the l'eduction of tI:e detonable elements in ammonium 

~~- --
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nit1·ate ba~ed fertilise1·s could lead to substant.Lal savings .in 
insurance, transportation and storage costs to producers. The Irish 
side promised, LovJevcr ~ to look at the B.r·i tish suggc!Jtion in a. 
constructive way. 
British. 

No answer on this matter has been conveyed to tho 

6. Accountancy procedures. :he development of watortietJt accountancy 

procedures is a necessary corollary of any detailed Marking system 
wbich rnay be devised, hence progress on thi.s item is linked to procress 
on mat tcrs dealt vli th in paras. 3 and Y. 

7. Br.ttish rec.lprocal mcasur..£E_ 

(i) At the third ~eating in October the British side announced 
that once detailed marking of IIE cart1·idge wl'appers commenced they 
vJOuld introcluc c rec;ula ti ons forbiddix1g the irnporta t1on of any but 
marked explosives into llorthern Ireland, hence their desire to be 
involved in the accountancy arr·an~;ements referred to above at 3(i). 

CJJ) The point v:as made \·:ith increasinp, enphasis to the Dr.itish 
durine this series of meetings that strict controls on this island 
v1erc uselesr; U11lf3Ss reciprocal measures ,.1e1'e simul tancously int1·oduccd 
in Great Britain, as terrorist pre~sure to obtain explosives and 
detonators \'lOUld simply be diverted tho1·e , There \·Jas also anxiety 
here about stocks of ex;llosives in loyalist hands . The British side 
were not initially disposed to accept at all thb force of the~c 
arLuments. They naintalned that tho nature of the prcblem was 
completely different in Great Britain, that any cnches of explGsives 
discoYered there ·Here alr:.ost exclusively of IIL origin, that ve:J.·y fev/ 
caches of exclusi~rely British material had been found . nevertheless 
they undertooJr, if any such cache or· ev idcnce f J'OEi E:~··I'lcdecl debr~ s 
could be traced to a British quarry or factory, to impose selective 
controls, involving a selective mar~ine system, on mater·ials consigned 
subsequently to.th~t sour~e with a view to verifying or other~ise the 
source's involvement in illegal use of explosives . 

Though th.is rcp1·e~:ent!: an advance by- the Eriti:Jh , it does r.ot l'Cprcsent 
a significant tightening up of controls, as a theft will have to t1ave 

(a) taken place and (b) been .succu;sful.l.y traced before any police 

• 
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nitl'c.te based fertilisel's could lead to suust-Qntial savings: n 
insurance, tran~portation and storage costs to producers. The Irish 
side promised, however, to look at th British suggestion in 3 

constructive way. No answer on this matter nas been conveyed to tile 
British. 

6. Accountancy procedures. The develop:nent of' \';atortiellt acC'oLwt.ancy 

procedures is a necessary corollary of any detailed marking system 
which ~ay be dovised, hence progress on this item is linked to proercss 
on matters dealt .,1th in paras. 3 aLd 4. 

7. British reciprocal measures 

(i) At the third ~eeting in October the British side announced 
that once detailed marking of lIE cartI'idge wl-appers commenced they 
would introduce r8Eulations forbidding the importatlon of any but 
marked explosives into Uorthern Ireland, hence their desire to be 
involved in the ac~ountancy arrangements referred to above at 3(i). 

(ii) The point .laS made '\·rith increasiDC enphasis to the Dritish 
durine this series of meetings that strict controls on this island 
'-lorc uselesn unless reciprocal measures were simultaneously intr'oduccd 
in Grcat Britain, as terrorist pre,sure to obtain exrlosives and 
detonator.s 1:lould simply be diverted there . There \.;as also anxiety 
here a10ut stocks of explosives in loyaljst hands . The Brilish side 
were not initially disposed to accept at all the force of the~c 
arguments. They maintained that the nature of the problem was 
completely different in Great Britain , that any caches of explosivcs 
discovered there '-Tere almost exclusively of IIE origin, that VCi 'y fe1,1 

caches of exclusively British material had been found . Nevertheless 
t hey undertoo]r, if any such cache or evidence fror;l €;qlcded dl.t.l'· s 
could be t l'Rced to a British quarry or factory, to impose selective 
controls, involving a. selective mar:.cing system, on materials conslgned 
subsequently to. th('tt sour~e with a view to verifying or othenlise the 
source's involvement in illegal use of explosives . 

Though this repl'esent::; an advance by the Eriti:;h, it does not represent 
a significant tightening up of controls, as Cl theft will have to have 

(a ) taken place and Cb) been £uccessfully traced before any police 



• action will taken. If tile theft i~; disco· ~eJ.•ed as part of an 
explosives cache, at least no du._'!'laee to l1.fe or propc.rty \vill have been 
done; if discovered throuch ide11tii'ication of' debris afte1· an 
explosion these lax controls will be indefensible. There is score 
here for continuing to urge tighter controlc on the British even if 
our m1n contrclr, arc not yet pe1·.!.ec t. 

8. Hob:Ti thstanclin8 i..hc above, tho Brj . t:~~;ll posture Uuou~!10ut thls 
series of meetines has, ostensibly at least, been a helpful ono. Thcjr 
have expressed grat.i tude for all reports of progress, hoHevel' slight; 
they have given on extended loan fo1· tcst.ing here the detonator mar~ine 
machine referred to ahove, and have also facilitated tho inspection 
and testing by our Inspector of Explosives of the machine for marking 
the plastic discs referr8d to in paragraph 3(ji) above; they have 
made available to us - though after some del1,Y - details requesl;ed by 
us of explosives finds in Great Britain in 1975 and have agreed to 
continue to do so on a regular basi;,; they have comment:ed to supply 
details of similar fjnds in Northern Ireland on a more cornprchcn~ivc 
basis, at our sug~estion. The Irish prowiscd in their tu1·n to supply 
details of finds in the Republic to the British and two such reports, 
coverinG tho pe!'iod Jan-l1arch 1976, have been handed oYer. 

9. The attached tables give details of finds of comreercial 
cxplo~:ivcs and detonators in the I·:orth and the Republic for the fj.l'st 
quarter of 1976~ as notified to each ottwr by the Brltish Embassy and 
tho Departr.wnt respectively . He L·ve not rGc"'ivecl any report of 
finds in Great Britain for this period although regular reports were 
promised at the last security meetinE . Tho matter has been raised i!l 
recent days \olith the Embassy. The tHnister may also wish to refer to 
this. 

.· 

... 

__ , _ _ --------------~---_;..._._j 
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action will taken. If the theft is disco·cled as part of an 
explosives cache, at least no df_t:lar,e to .... ~fe or property \.;ill have been 

done; if discovered throu[;h ideIltll'icution 01' debris after an 
explosion the~c lux controls will be indefensible. Thore is scope 
here for conLinuinC to urge tightor conLrols on the British even if 
our mm controlr: are not' et pel'fcct. 

8. Hot\·ri thstaDrling tt c .lbove, t!1C :Erlti~'l' pasture thl'o\.,ghouL this 
serios of meetincs has, ostensibly at least, been a helpful onc. They 
have expressed. gratItude fo.1' all reports of IH'ogress, hmlevel' slight; 
they have given on extended loan ':-01' testing here thc detonator mar~i "le 
machine referrdd to above, and have also facilitated thn inspection 
and testing by our Inspector of Explosives of the machine for marlting 
the plastic discs referr8d to in paragraph 3Ut) above; they have 
made available to us - though after some delay - details requested by 
us of explosives finds in Great BrItain in 1975 and have agreed to 
continue to do so on a regular basi:.; they have comment;ed to supply 
details of similar finds in northern Ireland on a more comprehen~ive 
basis, at our sugf,cstion. The Irish prolOised in their turn to supply 
details of finds in the Republic to the Bl'itisn and t,.,ro such reports, 
coverinc; the period Jan-t1arch 1976, have been handed 0\01". 

9. The attached tables give details of finds of comrercial 
explosives and detonators in the North and the Republic for the first 
quarter of 1976: as notified to each other by the Bd tish 1'!nbassy and 
the Department respectively . We t ve not rec eived any report of 
finds in Great Britain for this period although regular reports were 
promised at the last security meetinE . The matter has been raised i11 
recent days .... ,1th the Embassy . The tUnisiel' may also wish to refer to 
t his . 

," 

"" 
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Security !cports - Quarterly Figures 

J. Fj nds of commer·cial explosives in Uo1·ther·n Ireland: 1/ 

(lbs ) 

January February March Total 

I IE undyed~/ 313 . 2 5 ( 1 7 ) l/ 2 2 4 . 4 5 ( 2 6 ) 5S.25 (6) 592.9S (49) s 2. 3 ~ 

IIB dyed 

Irish or British 
Manufacture,exact 
origin uncertain 

.1anufuct:urcd 
outside G.B. or 
Irel<:md 

Uncertain 
orig:in 

10 (/.) 

9.50 (3) 

2.25 (1) 1.0 

10 

5.0 (2) 3 

(1) 22.25 (4) 3. s~ 

(2) 10 (2) 1.6~ 

(2) J 7. 5 (7) 2. 7 ~ 

TOTAL all finds 332.75 (19)A/ 231.7 (28) 78.25 (11) 642.7 (58) 100~ 

Based on fortnightly reports supplied via the British Errbassy. 

Intended for use within the Republic only and hence il1cg2.1ly 
imported into Northern Ireland. 

No . of finds in brackets. 

Some finds included two different types of explosives , 
hence discrepancy. · .· · .· , 

Remarks 

.·. 

- ·--The tot~l figures for finds of undyed IIE Gelignite this ye~r an~ the 
perceilJ..;8.ge 'tlhicll th:i.s repr.Jsents of total fi'1.ds sho·.-; a conslderanle 
i,nc1~~?-se on tho 1975 ~verages. (In 1975 1 282 .lbs . of ur..d;re~ .IIE . . 
geligntte '.vere found '.oihich represented 62;;' of total finds.) . T!:e fl g \H' -3S 
are not strictl:,· comp::uable hovreve r as r:-.oEc refi.:.1ed coun~in~ techn~:t_UJG 
have. t~.j s year haen int~o:iu6 8d in !~o~thc~"n Ireland, '.·!hie!:. sho•:T not .. o!l.J 'f 
inunediately i-:ien·~ifiable IIE undyed fi"lds b:..1t also the result~ oi'~~ ur!n.:; ... 
labora. t O!'J tests on f"or8 '1 '.>; c t r ·' ce ,. ''or·'"'o'·e r f i -urcs for '"'hG • lrs" ""' 19 7 r... - •• - {...4 .:> • J.... ..... " - ' '" ' f I I ,., d · ~ qucut: .r OJ. ') \vere n.lfo high , sho':Ji!l.g a 79; i!l.c.:.dnncc o · .1!1 Ufl J ~: • • 
Allm-n.1_1g fo t• the ~1on-:-cc;r 1)arabill ty just noted~ tbo r~fore, the up'.vara. 
trend 1s not as slgn~ flcJ.nt as mlght u..t fi1·st appe:u~. 

.. 

• 
Securj.ty ~eports - Quartc:r.]y Figure.:: 

JanuarY'-Harch 1976 

1- Finds of commercial explosives in Nortbern Ireland: 1/ 

(lbs) 
as % 

January February March Total oT-a.11 
find~ ---

IIE undyed~j 313.25 (17)}.! 224.45 (26) 55.25 (6 ) 592.95 (49) 92.31 

IIE dyed 10 (?) 2.25 (1 ) 10 (1) 22.25 ( 4) 3.~~ 

Irish or British 
10 (2) 1. 6i 

Manufacture ,exact 10 (2) 

origin uncertain 

!.lanufact.ured 
(2) J7.5 (7) 2. 71 

outside G.B. or 9.50 (3) 5 . 0 (2) 3 
Ireland 

Uncertain 
origin 

TOTAL 

!..I 
.il 

------
all finds 332 . 75 ( 19 ) AI 231. 7 (28 ) 78.25 (11) 642.7 (58 ) 100% 

Based on fortnightly reports supplied via the British E~bassy. 

Intended for use within the Republic only and hence illegC'.lly 
imporLed into Northern Ireland . 

No . of finds in brackets . 

Some finds included two different types of explosives , 
hence discrepancy . " 

Remarks 

.' . . , 

The tot .... l figures for finds of undyed IIE gelignite this ye<;-r an~ the 
perceil'"age which this repr.:lsents of total finds shml a consl.derdOle 
i.nCl'ease on the 1975 ~verages . (In 1975 1 282 lbs . of und:le~.IIE . . 
gelignite w~re found which ieprasanted 62%~of total finds . ). 'The f~g~rJs 
are not. strl.ctly com~'Hable , hOv18ve (', as :-:;01'0 refined COLwtlng te~nn.qu .s 
have. ttus year hecm Introduced in northern Ireland, v!hlcl, sI10'.'[ n~v ,.on) y 
i mmediately identifiable IlE undyed finds but also the results of. <,~ur~h (;.:. 
l aboratory tes~s on for8nsic traces. Koraover, fi~u~cs fo~ ~he ~lrE~ 
quart~n o~ 1975 Hel'e also high, sho':Ji~g a 79;; incidence of TIE undyeJ. 
A11001~g ~or the ~on-c?m,arability just noted, therefore, the upward 
trend 1S not as slgnHl.cant as might at fil'S'c appear. 
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2. Finds of detonators in Northern Ireland:!/ 

Manufactured G.B. 
Marked for 
Republic 

Manufactured G.B. 
Harked for N.I. 

Manuf~ctured USA 
Illegal in U.K. 

Manufactured Germuny 
Illegul in U.K. 

Austriun 

Too damaged for 
identification 

January 

27 (14) 

1 ( 1) 

Manufactured G.B.
21 10 (S) 

Umnarked 

Other 

Uilitary 1 ( 1) 

TOTAL 39 ( 18) ~/ 

February Harch 

83 (21) 

1 (1) 

4 (3) 1 ( 1) 

2 ( 2) 

33 (13) 21 (9) 

1 (1) 

96 (52) 106 (28) 

...... 

'l'otal 

166 {"10) 

1 ( 1) 

6 (5) 

2 ( 2) 

64 (27) 

l ( 1) 

l ( 1) 

241 (98) 

};_/ Based on Heekly reports supplied via the British Embassy, 

?:_I Unmarked and manufa9tu~ed in G.B. either before 1971 for use in tl:e 
home or foreign market (incJuding Republic and Northern Ireland) or 
since 1971 for use in G.B. or the rest of the Horld excluding 
H0public and tJorthern Ireland) . 

68. 9'v 

0.4% 

2 • ~)% 

0.8 % 

26.6 % 

0.4 % 

100% 

. ~/ Some finds included two different types of detonators hence discrepancy. 
Ruma.rks -----
It is unlikely that all the Ul'1.'na !'~ed Br.Lt.i.sb detonators bct"l~ found (?":h 
colwnn dovm) ,.,.er·e manuf!u.:t.u!'ed before ma!'ki ns commenced in 1971. It 
sc~c-·1~ reD:-;on~"tbie to as~;tnne t h.J.t sot'ic nf thern <u·~ detonato1·s stolen 1.n 
G ,. n · · · · 

l'eat: urn:aln 111 the .recent past. 

~-- --- -~ 
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2. Finds of detonators in Northern Ireland:.!l 

As % 
January February !-1arch 'l'otal of all 

finds' 

Manufactured G.B. 
Marked for 27 (14) 56 
Republic 

(3~ -) 83 (21) 166 ( 70) 68.9'0 

Manufactured G.B. 
1-1arked for N. I • 1 (l) 1 (1 ) 0.4% 

Manufactured USA 
Illegal in U.K. 1 (1 ) 4 (3 ) 1 (1) 6 (5 ) 2.S% 

Manufactured Germany 
Illegal in U.K. 

Austrian 

Too damaged for 
2 (2 ) 2 (2) 0.8% identificRtion 

Manufactured G.B· 2/ 10 (5 ) 33 Unmarked - (13) 21 (9 ) 64 (27) 26.6% 

Other 1 (1 ) 1 (1) 0.4% 

Military 1 (1) 1 (1) 0.4% 

---

TOTAL 39 (18) 11 96 (52) 106 (28) 241 (98) 100% 

. Y Based on IIleekly reports supplied via the British Embassy • 

~I Unmarked and munufa9tui-ed in G.B. either before 1971 for use in the 
home or foreign market (incJuding Republic and Northern Ireland) or 
sinc£. 1971 for use in G.B. or the rest of the world excluding 
Republic and Northern Ireland). 

,~I Some finds included two different types of detonators hence discrepancy. 
R~!'kS 

It is unlikely thClt all the unlM.rxcd Britistl detonators boi:1g found (7th 
column do,m) ,,,ere manufactured before ma!'ki rJ.g commenced in 1971. It 
see~~ reason~hle to assume th~t pone nf theIR are detonators stolen in 
Great Britain in the recent past. 

. 1 
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3. "Terrorist incidents originating in the Republic of Ir.;;land":!/ 

13 reports were received for the perjod in ques~ion at 
irregular intervals from the Brit.i.sh Embassy 

7 weeks were without incident 

4 instances v1ere reported of vehicles being hi· jacked 
within the Republic for use as proxy bombs or booby traps 

2 instances were reported of cross-border shooting 

1 instance ~vas reported of conun'lnd wires from a booby trap 
leading back into the Republic. 

4. Finds of explosives, etc. within Great Britain:l/ 

No report received so far for January-March. 

5 . Finds of explosives within the Republic:~/ 

2 reports for the period January-rebruary have been handed 
to the Bri~ish Embassy . Copies attached . 

... . . . ·. . . :' 

.!/ Based on \'ieekly reports supplied via the British Errbassy · 

~/ I nfor mation ~upplied by the Department of_J~stice . _ 
. . .. ·. . . . . 

~-- ·---- ... -.--... 

. ' 
• 
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3. "Terrorist incidents originating in the Republic of Il:8lanu" :l.l 

13 report.s were received for the period i.n quest.ion at 
irregular intervals from the Brit.i.sh EmbasGY 

7 weeks were without incident 

4 instances T,lerc reported of vehicles being hi-j acked 
withjn the Republic for use as proxy bombs or booby traps 

2 instances were reIorted of cross-border shooting 

1 instance ·\.ms reported of command wires from a booby tl:ap 
leading back into the Republic. 

4. Finds of explosives, etc. within Great Britain:!/ 

No report received so far for January-March. 

5. Finds of explosives \"ithin the Republic:~1 

2 reports for the period January-February have been handed 
to the British E~bassy. Copies attached. 

: .. . . 

!/ Based on weekly reports supplied via the British Errbassy. 

~/ I~formation ~upplied by the Departmen~ o~ Justice . 
' .. ..0 . 

" .' 



. 
Explosive~ and Dctonntors seizucl by Garda Siochanu 

F rnm J.st J anua.ry 1976-29th l''ob.ruary 19'16 -------..--._ -·--

Janual'Y 

1. Borde.r Areas 

(Cos. Donegal , Lei t.rim~ Cavan , Honaghan and Louth) 

( i) Explo<~J.·ves·, 1 ·t _ _ +2 sticks of gc1ignJ.·f 
2 tons 18 cwt 70 lbs 
5 Land Nines 
1 11ilk ChUl·n Bomb :.= 

(1 Cv!t 88 lbs )l. 

(ii) Detonators; 60 

2. Uon B_~er Aree:.s 

(i) Exp1osi.ves; Nil 

(ii) Detonators; Nil 

~~bruary 

... \ . . . 

. 1. Border A.re::-~ s 

?. 

(i) Exploslves; 1 ton 1 C\·.'t >t9 1bs1 

(ii) Detonators; 2 

.· .• . ..... . " ..... 
Non Border Areas ----·-..... 

. .. • . 

(i) Explosives; Nil 

(ii) Deton.u ~o~ s; Nil .. ... ·. : .. .•. 
,• . # . . 

1
Ammonium Hi tl·c.tc based explosi.ve rnatc1·ial 

... .· ~ 

: 

r , . 
" 

Explosivef and Jeton~tors seizod_ hy Gard2 Siocharrl 

Janual'Y 

1. Border Arens 

(Cos. Donegal, Leitrim~ Cavan, Honaghan and Louth) 

Explosives; 

(H) Detonators; 

42 sticks of gclignitr 
2 tons 18 cwt 70 Ibs 
5 Land l>ilnes 
1 Bilk Churn Bomb:= J. 

(1 CYlt 88 Ibs) 

60 

2. Non Border Areas 

Fobruary 

(i) Explosl.ves; Nil 

(il) Detonators; Nil 

" 1. Borcl~e! Areas 

2. 

(i) Explosives; 1 ton I cwt. 1+9 lbs l 

(i l ) Detonators; 2 

.... 

Cl) Explosives; Nil 

( ~i ) Deton,a~o,~s ; Nil .. .. ~ . ", : " , .' . . , , 

lArnli10niu.rn Hitrate based explosl.ve rnntcl'ial 

'" . ~. . .. .. 



.. . · 

.· 

.. 

• 

. .. 

1.: \ 

March 1976 

1 Bord~r Areao 

(Cos. Dvno"'1.l, Loltrim, Cavan, 1:on.:1chan and Louth) 

2. 

(1) Exploslvos; 1 cu~1 

1 pint Hitro Bcnzona 
4 pinto Dlasol 011 

( 11} Ddt on· .to.ro; 0 

(1) 7st 

(1i) Doto~~tor~; 57 

1
tt.P..r:: nlum liltrai,e based explosive rnat:ar.tnl 

, • • I , o 
0 

•,'" .. 0 ' •
0 

, .,.. • o • • • • • \ "1. 

1 6 l br. -- ..... 

' .. ... ~· ... : ("• . . .. ·: 

_j 

• 

" 

Explooi vc. 
4: ...... ... 

Hn.t"ch 1976 -

1 Eo 'del' Areas 

(Cos. Donagt?l, I,f)ltl'i"; C:.van, Hon3ghnn r d 1~Ot1.t.1) 

2. 

(1) E.:tploslilo:J~ 1 c~1tl 
1 pint Hitl'o llenzen-
4 pintn D10so1 011 

(11) v~tonntorg; 0 

---,-----
( 1 ) r/vp ' 0"'1"""" "t'"",.C' 11'., C'.·1~ 7-::t 6 Ib .,,_ .• l .w,~ .l. i;.J v "'., ; r "" , ~; '" _ 

(11 ) Vato~~tor~; ~7 

I t.T!r.: niur.l Hl!:I.a\;a b!.lsud .. xp ' o;:;lvo mat o.r.t o.l " .... . . ,. . ...... '" . . ..... '. ~ .. 

' . . ' . 
" 

,,' :- . .. ! 1"0 1..' (p . ~: 

. '. 
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