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THE RT~ r1Dli ,. HARRY WEST, S:t'E.AKiliTG. AT TID.: UeU.U.,C ,, PRESS CONFERENCE 

TO-YIAY P0R THE LA1.T!iCHI NG GF T~IE MANIFESTO 
---~--~.....;:.;..;. .-.. . 

In publi;::;hing our e lection ::nanifes-~11 we want rarVl..cularly to IDBke 

clear t he spi.rit in wLich we d8 so3 VIe most ea:rnest:i.y des:i.:re t he 

success nf the c01Jl.ing Consti t utionaJ. Convention, and we wa;.1t to 

cont ribute aJ.l we CRll to worl::ing mlt, with all who are ej_ected to :i.t, 

sound prin8ipals for our future goYern!llent, such as are ~ikBJy ~ 1..'1 the 

words of ·( l ~e Act , 11 'l:o coiED.and t he rl)St widespread acceptance ti..-.ro11ghoat 

the C'-li!li..iciD:i .tyo II 

A widespread accepta"!:lib:!;y thr.ou.gllOLLt the .connnur .. i ty has teen 1 ffild will 

be , our guidi ng principal.. Oclr manifest o obviously lea·~;·es Clfi~j.ons ·,·,ide 

open on very mar.y ID3.tters.. But we have i ndicat-2d certa:i.!l di:roctious f.j_1. 

which we are convinced that t}:::.t3 r oad is closed.e 

That is not b :=lcause we p9rsonaJ .. ly have clos12d it, but because tne great 

majority of cur ~eople are ir.exoT::tLI.e; and quitG understandA-bly, detcrm.ined 

not to go that ;ve.f . ~h8.t deter:ro:\.n:-.~tion of theirs must be taken into account 

in any realistic effort to wor~;;: someth5ng out for our :t'u:tu.re vd. thin t he 

terms of the Act~ 

Indeed we are certaj_n the.t if that deter.n.naticn were t o be intra....11.sigently 

ignored,. thwarted or cheated :i.n some way 7 there could l.e nothing to look 

forward to i."l the futu.Te but instability and. strife. And we believe t:!::La.t, 

in comparable human cir0umstances , it would be the SaLl-3 :i.n a:rry other count ry 

in the worlcl.a 

The road that our people are not prepared to treA.d is t hat which would 

lead towards t~e destruction of the Union and the destr~ction of our i dentity. 

They a r e ne t so blind or atupid as !lot to see that road E'.s having its beginning 

in the sort of imposed i nstitutional schemes against which t hay e;Jq>ressed them

selves so strongly l ant :-rear , both thr~ugh the bal lot box a nd, when that was 

ignored , in other more dj_:cect ways. 

Our Ulster political landscape has certain strong and rugged features, 

and no wise person will try to change them by battering his head against them. 
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But there :i.s no·(;hine :in those featn.:~e s which need pre rent us from living 

a happy , ne j .g_h.bourl y life and all of us .. together building a fair future . 

In the Convent:~ on we want to join ~Yi th those of every party, cr eed and 

complexion who a~:e elect'Jd to it in t aki ng the maj c:-r docj_sions which can 

make it o~ !.ce more pos sible for us to do that. 
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