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PHEAJI1I3LE 

I 
I 

.. ·•.;.. , . 

The Preamble should s tate the obj e ctive s whi c h the 

Constitution Acts is designed to achieve. The se should i n clude: - 1 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

e. 

The restoration of peace in Northe rn Ireland 

The esta blisnment and maintenance of harmony and .· 
understanding between the communitie s in Northern 

Ireland. 

Respec~ for the human rights of eve ry person in 

Northern Ireland 

The furtherance of the prospe rity of the people 

.of Northern Ireland 

The estab lishment and maintenance of good relations 

between the p e ople of Nor thern Ire l a nd a nd the 

people of the Republic of Ire l &nd. 

• • . . 
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PHEi-\}1I3LE 

The Pre amble s hould state the obj e ctive s which the 

Constitution Acts is de s igned to achieve. These should include:-

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

e. 

The restoration of peace in Northe rn Ireland 

The establishment and maintenance of harmony and 
- .' 

understanding between the communitie s in Northern 

Ireland. 

Respec~ for the human rights of every person in 

Northern Ireland 

The furtherance of the prosperity of the people 

of Northern Ireland 

The establishment and .maintenance of good relations 

between the people of Northern Ireland and the 

people of the Republic of Ireland. 

.. .. 

i 

" 

. : 



,. 

• 

(I)~ General Introduc tory Se ction 

.. 

The Constitution provided for in this Act is to 

op~rate for a period of ~en years. There will 

-be·convened a Constitutional Conventi~n prior to 

expiration of this ten year period which will 

review the operation of tbe Constitution and make 

recommendations, if though fit, for the 

amendment-or for the provis ions of a new 

.Constit1,1tion. 

(See Notes) 
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(I)~ General Introductory section 

The Constitution provided for in this Act is to 

operate for a period of ten years. There will 

be'convened a Constitutional Conventi~n prior to 

expiration of this ten year period which will 

review the operation of the Constitution and make 

recommendations, if though fit, for the 

amendment.or for the provisions of a new 

Constitution. 

(See Notes) 
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(a) 
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{See Notes) 
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The Assemb]:y 

There shall be a legislative Assembly for Northern 

Ireland with power to make laws for Northern Ireland. 

It~ co~petence to make laws will initially be the same 
t • • • • 

j;j 
I: I {! 
~I · 
~i 

1:,: 

~ ~I 

~~ 
iii 
~!1, 
·11 

i·il .;,, 
as that possessed by the Assembly under the Act of 197 3. iJ!j 

,,1 
After the establishment of the Council of Ministers ~U 1 

~er~inafter.~eferred to) consultations will take place 

between the Secretary of State and the Council of 

Ministers with a view to extending the legislative 

competence of the Assembly. 

The Assembly will be composed of members elected on the 

system of proportional representation used for the 

election to the present Convention, and from the same 

constituencies . An _ independent Boundary Commission 

will be established to review from time to time 

according to law, the boundaries of the 

A Register of Political Parties will be maintained by 

tne Clerk of the Assembly. Political parties will be 

permitted to register provided their constitution 

proclaims support for the institutioni established 

by the Constitution Act and rejection of the use of 

force as a means for achieving political ends, and 

provided the Party fulfills qualifications .established . 
by law relating to its organisa tion as a pplitical .... 
party and its ability to function throughout 

Northern Ire land. Only candidates of registe red 

politica l pi rtie s will be permitted to have the name 

of ·the party to which they be long inscribed on the 

ball.ot paper at a Ge nera l Election. only r egi s t ered 

politica l parties wi l l have the rights r elating t o 

'~ppolnt r,wn t s , a s me:inhl~ rs o f t he Counc i 1 of M' ; 
). n .-~; L o rf; 
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(2 >-

(a) 

Cb) 

.. 

(cl 

• 

(See Notes) 

The Ass emblY 

There shall be a legislative Assembly for Northern 

Ireland with power to make laws for Northern Ireland. 

It~ competence to make ~aws will ini~~ally be tfle same 
, . 

I 
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,il' 
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"I .. , 
d 
~ I 
~il 
I" I:! 
·iI as that possessed by the Assembly under the Act of 1973. " 
iii 

After the establishment of the Council of Ministers 

~ereinafter.~eferred to) consultations will take place 

between the Secretary of State and the Council of 

Ministers with a view to extending the legislative 

competence of the Assembly. 

The Assembly will be composed of members elected on the 

system of proportional representation used for the 

election to the present Corivention, and from the same 

constituencies. An independent Boundary Commission 

will be established to review from time to time 

according to law, the boundaries of the 

A Register of Political Parties will be maintained by 

the Clerk of the Assembly. Political parties will be 

permitted to register provided their constitution 

proclaims support for the institutioni established 

by the Constitution Act and rejection of the use of 

force as a means for achieving political ends, and 

provided the Party fulfills qualifications ,established . 
by law relating to its organisation as a pplitical 

party and its ability to function throughout 

Northern Ireland. Only candidates of registered 

political pirties will be permitted to have the name 

of ·the party to which they belong inscribed on the 

ball,ot paper at a General Election. Only registered 

politica l parties will h~ve t'le 'h 1 
y J r1g ts re ating to 

';lPPo i ntr,wn t s, as rnelohe r s of tl C " · ~c ounCl _ of Mini s L cr ~ 
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•. (d) 

. . 

.. 
• 

A Ge neral Election for the As s embly will be held once 

every four years, or sooner as determined by the . 

Secretary of State • 

... _· ::__:::..-.-

. · .. 
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• 

A General Election for the Assembly will be held once 

every four y"ears, or sooner as determined by the 

Secretary of state • 

. " .' 
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(3) 

(a) 

• (b) 

·. 

.(c) 

(See Notes) 

The Executive 

The Executive power in Northern Ireland will be 

exercised throug h Ministers appointed in the manner 

_ pr~scribed hereunder whci will be heads of Departments 
. . ·. 

established in the ~manner prescribed hereunder. 

The S~cretarx_ .of State will, by Orde r, prescribe fr om 

time to time the Depart ments of Governme nt in Northern 

Ireland and their functions. He shall do so in such a 

manne r qS to assist in the achievement of the purpo s es 

of the Constitution, as set out in the Preamble of the 

Constitution Act. 

The Secretary of State will appoint members of the 

Assembly to act as Ministers , on the following 

. principles ; 

(i) Each registered political party sha ll be 

entitled to a proportion of the number of Ministers 

es-tablished 

... 
[ ~ ,. 
i~· 
' I 

k 
f ; 
1: ,. 
t; 
t;' 

l' 

I 
{ii) If a registered political party does not receive 1 

per cent of the first preference votes cast :;_n . 

the General Election and at least seats in the 

Assembly it will not be entitle d to nominate persons 

for appointme nt, as hereinafter prescribed . 

(iii) .. 

• • . 
-£ach r egistered political party (o~her tha n a 

politica l party refered to at (ii) hereof) ~ill be 

e~titl~d to a proportion of the total numbe r of 
,. ' 

Minist'~i:S equal as nea r as is possible to the 

proportion which the number of their seats in the 

Assembly bears to the total nunilier of Assembly scats 

held by mcmbc~rs of ro.gj_stercd political part.ics (o the r: 

' -" 

(3) 

(a) 

(b) 

.cc) 

(See Notes) 

.. 

'l'he Executive 

The Executive power in Northern Ireland will be 

exercised through Ministers appointed in the manner 

pr~scribed hereunder whci will 'be heads of Departments 
. . .. 

established in the ~manner prescribed hereunder. 

The Secretarx. of State will, by Order, prescribe from 

time to time the Departments of Government in Northe rn 

Ireland and their functions. He shall do so in such a 

manner gS to assist in the achievement of the purposes 

of the Constitution, as set out in the Preamble of the 

Constitution Act. 

The Secretary of State will appoint members of the 

Assembly to act as Ministers, on the following 

. principles; 

(i) Each registered political party shall be 

entitled to a proportion of the number of Ministers 

established 

(il) If a registered political party does not receive 

per cent of the first preference votes cast :Ln · 

the General Election and at least seats in the 

Assembly it will not be entitled to nominate persons 

for appointment, as hereinafter prescribed . 

(Hi) 
~ 

• • 
·Each registered political party (other than a 

political party refered to at (ii) hereof) will be 

entitled to a proportion of the total number of 

Minist~s equal as ne.:1r as i.s possible to the 

proportion y!hich the numbe r of their seats in the 

Assembly bears to the total numbe r ' of Assembly seats 

held by members of registered political parties (oth('~:c 

tha:l polit ! c~ } par ti0 s referr ed to at (11) abov0) . 
. ..... 

! I 
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{See Note s) 

.(d) 

(e) 

{iv) 

2. 

Each r egister e d polit ica l pa rty will nominate 

for appointment by the S~cretary of State such 

number of persons to be appointed by him as that 

political party i s entitled to by virtue of 

(iii) above . . . 
(v) The Secretary of State will appoint members 

nominated in accordance with (iv) to act in the 

Ministrie s best calculated to assist in the 

achievement of the purposes set out in . the 

Preamble to the Constitution Act. 

The Minsiters will form a Council of Ministers~ The 

Council of Ministers will recommend laws and othe r 

measures for adoption by the Assembly and will meet 

· together for the dispatch of the business of the 

·government of Northern Ireland. 

There shall be a President of the Council of Ministers. 

He sha ll be appointed by the Secretary of State from 

amongst the members of the Assembly. He will preside 

at meetings of the Council of Ministers and will take 

precede nce over other Ministe rs. I? calculating 

e.ntitleme nt under s·ub-paragraph (c) (iii) hereof a c count 

will be taken of the fact that a member of a 

political party has been appointed President of the 

Council of Mini.sters . . . . 
,. 

(f) There shall be entablsihed a Ge nera l Affa irs Committee 

of the Council of Ministe rs. It shall comprise such 

Ministers as may be d e t ermined from t i me to t ime by the 

Secreta ry o f State . It ihall meet t o prepa re the 

business of the Co uncil of Ministers a nd to ma ke 

r e comiTie ndations to the Cour~cil of t'U.nistet:s . It: ma y 

; 
l: 

" 

, 
i . 

... 
• 0: • 

• 

(See Notes) 

2. 

(iv) Each r e gistered politica l pa rty will nominat e 

for appo i ntment by the Se cre t a ry of St.ate suc h 

number of persons to be appointe d by him as that 

political p a rty is entitled to by virtue of 

(iii) above. . . 
(v) The Se cretary of State will appoint members 

nominated in accor d a nce with (iv) to act in the 

Ministrie s best c a lculated to assist in the 

achievement of the purposes s et out in the 

Preamble to the Constitution Act. 

(d) The Minsiters will form a Council of Ministers. The 

(e) 

CQuncil of Ministers will recomme nd laws and other 

measures for adoption by the Assembly and will meet 

together for the dispatch of the business of the 

-government of Northern Ire l a nd . 

There shall be a President of the Council of Ministers . 

He shall be appointed by the Secreta ry of State from 

amongst the members of the Assembly. He \"ill preside 

at meetings of the Council of Mini s ters and will take 

precedence over other Ministers. I~ calculating 

e.ntitlement under sub-paragraph (c) (iii) hereof accoun t 

will be taken of the fact that a meIT~er of a 

political p~rty has been appointed President of the 

Council of Min~ters. 

, -

. . 
(f) There shall be entablsihed a General Affairs Committe e 

of the Council of Ministe rs. It shall compris e such 

Ministe rs as ma y be d e termine d from time to t ime by t.he 

secretary of State. It ~hall me et t o prepare the 

busine ss of the Council o f Mini ste r s and to m~ke 

recomille nda ti ons to the Council of I'U_!"'Iisters. It: ma y 

; 
l: 

'\ 
,I 
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.. 

• 

3. 

requir e the atte nda nce at its meetings of ~1inisters 

" 

who are not membe rs of the Committe e but whose 

Departmental Affairs the Committe e wishes to discus s 

or on which it wishes to make recommendations to the 

Council of Ministers. 

(g)· Decisions of' .the Council of Ministers and the Genera l 

Affairs Committe e will be taken by a majority vote. 

· · A dissenting Minister will be entitled to inform the 

Assembly of his dissent and reas ons for it but will not 

be entitled to vite against the decision of the 

- ~ :-~~:mncil of Ministers . 

• • 

. . 

• 

.. 

• 

3. 

require the atte nda nce at its meetings of ~linisters 

who are not members of the Committee but whose 

Departmental Affairs the Committee wishes to discus s 

or on which it wishes to make recomme ndations to the 

Council of Ministers. 

(g) Decisions of' the Council of Ministers and the Gener a l 

Affairs Committee will be taken by a majorit.y vote. 

, ,A dissenting Minister will be entitled to inform the 

Assembly of his dissent and reas ons for it but will not 

be entitled to vite against the decision of the 

<<;:~)Uncil of Ministers . 

.. .. 
• • 

" 



(See Notes) 

. . . 

• 

• 

(4) 

.. 

--------------- -- ----

Ena ctment a nd ~!omulgation of Laws: 

(a) Every law adopted by the Assembly shall b~ transmitte d 

to the Secretary of State for submission to Her 

Majesty in council, su~ject to the following · 
. 

provisions there of . 
. . . . 

(b) If after a law has been adopted by the Assembly a 
.. 

resolution is· proposed for .W-e debate in the 

Assembly ~hich expresses the opinion that th~ law 

·will not promote the objectives set out in the 

Preamble either by reason of its provisions or its 

.Gommissions, and if such resolution receives at 
(::--) 

. :.: ,least~ votes in th.~ Assembly, the Secretary of State 

will in lieu of submitting the law to Her Majesty 

in Council; 

(i) consult the Consultative Co~ncil referred to at 
.. 

(c) below 

(ii) make such· amendments (if any) in the proposed 

law as after such consultation with the 

Council he considers necessary to promote 

the objectives. set out in the Preamble 

(iii) t~ereafter submit the proposed law (with or 

without amendments) to. Her Majesty in Council 

for promulgation in accordance with law . 

• • . . 
(c) A ConsUltative Council (referred to at (b) hereof) 

will be establis hed by the Secretary of State. It 

will comprise ~eaders of, and persons promincnt·in, 

the life of the communities of Northern Ireland. 

l 

t 

I 
~ 

I 
I 

. (4) 

.. 

(See Notes) . 

... 

- ---- - ------- - --

Enactment a nd ~Eomulgation of Laws : 

(a) Every law adopte d by the Assembly shall b~ transmitte d 

to the Seciietary of State for s ubmi ss ion to He r 

Maje~ty in council, subject to the following · 
. 

provisions the r e of. 
. , " 

(b) If after a la\,1 has been adopted by the Assembly a 

resolution is· proposed for .i;l~~ deba te in the 

Assembly ~hich expresses the opinion that th~ law 

' will not promote the objectives set out in the 

Preamble either by reason of its provisions or its 

£ommissions, and if such r e solution receives at 
(~) 

· ;·; ;least~ votes in the Assembly, the Secretary of State 

will in lieu of submitting the law to Her Majesty 

in Council; 

.. 

(i) consult the Consultative Co~ncil referred to at 

" 

(cl below 

(11) make such amendments (if any) in the proposed 

law as after such consultation with the 

Council he considers necessary to promote 

the objectives set out in the Preamble 

(iii) thereafter submit the proposed law (with or 

without amendments) to Her Majesty in Council 

for promulgation in accordance with law . 

. 
• . . 

(c) A Consbltative Council (referred to at (b) hereo f ) 

will be establishe d by the Secretary of State. It 

will comprise ~eaders of, and persons prominent ·in, 

the life of the communities of Northern Irela nd. 



• 

It will advise the Secretary on any law referred to it 

under (b) hereof as to what amendments (if any) should 

be made in the law for the purpos e of promoting the 

objectives set out in the Preamble. 

s.· Relations with Republic or Irela nd 

·-
(a} The Council of Ministers will consult from time to 

time with the Government of the Republic of Ireland 
... 

on matters of common inte rest for the well-being 

of the people of Northern Ireland and the Republic. 

To facilitate such consultations a Standing Committee 
- . 

comprising Ministers of the h~ Council of Ministers 

and the Government of the Republic will be established 

.:.~ -tO" prepare agendas for inter--governmental 

consultations. It may recommend the holding of 

meetings of Parliamentarians from the Assembly of 

~ Northern Ireland and the Oireachtas of the Republic 

· of Ireland. 

(b.} An Economic and Social Council .representative of 

votational interests in both parts of Ireland will 

be established to advise the · Standing Committee. 

(cl ·A Standing Agreement on security will be entered 

into between the Council of Ministers and the 

Government of the Republic of Ireland. 'I'his 

Standing Agr~ement will provide, inter alia: 

(il That it will come into operation when a State 

of Emergency has been declared either by ·thf-..: 

Assembly or by Dail Eireann. 

(li} That there will be regula r consulta tions 

(Sec Notes) 
between the security force s of the two p~rts 

of Ireland u.nd e xh u.ngc of informu. t i on abo:.1t 

pe rson s wa n t ed fo r que s t i oni ng in r espec t of 

0 

" . 
" . 

It will advise the Secretary on any law referred to it 

under (b) hereof as to what amendments (if any) should 

be made in the law for the purpose of promoting the 

objectives set out in the Preamble. 

5. R~lations with Republic or Ireland 

.. 

.. 

(See Notes) 

., 

fa} The Council of Ministers \"ill consult from time to 

time with the Government of the Republic of Ireland 
" , 

on matters of common interest for the well-being 

of the people of Northern Ireland and the Republic. 

To facilitate such consultations a Standing Committee 

- , 

comprising Ministers of the hwo Council of Ministers 

and the Government of the Republic will be establishe d 

,',:,to prepare agendas for inter-·governmental 

consultations. It may recommend the holding of 

meetings of Parliamentarians from the Assembly of 

Northern Ireland and the Oireachtas of the Republic 

, of Ireland. 

tb.} An Economic and Social Council , representative of 

votational interests in both parts of Ireland will 

be established to advise the ' Standing Committee. 

(cl ·A Standing Agreement on security will be entered 

into ,between the Council of Ministers and the 

Government of the Republic of Ireland. 'l'his 

Standing Agr~ement will provide, inter alia: 

Ul ' That it will come into operation when a State 

(il) 

" 
of Emergency has been declared either by the 

Assembly or by Dail Eireann. 

That there will be regular consultations 

between the security forces of the t wo PQrts 

of Ireland and exhilngc of information (ibo~lt 

persons wanted for q ue s tioning in re spe c t of 

o 
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·-

• 

(See Note s) 

~ 

I 
! 
'i crimes , or accused of crimes in either part 

of Ireland. I 
(iii) That a Standing Committee will be established j 

~ 

(iv). 

-. :. -_::. :...- · 

6. Referenda: 

to review the operation of the Agreement ; 

that there will be unde rtak ings to carry out 

the recomme nda tions of the ~Standing · 

· committee, that the Standing Committee will 

. be composed of the relevant Ministers and 

representatives of the security forces in 

.both parts of Ireland. 

That if the proposals at present being 

considered by the U.K. Parliament and the 

Oireachtas for the trial of fugitive 

offenders should prove inadequate that 

new measures for the purpose will be 

introduced. 

(a) The new institutions of Government and the 

(b) 

Constitution Act will be s ubmitted to the people 

of Northern Ireland by me ans of a Referendum. 

~t will come into operation if approved by them. 

The Gove rnment of the Republic of Ireland will be 

requested to submit to the people of Ireland 

in accorda nce with its Constitution and laws a 

propbsa l which will give the people of the 

Republic of Ireland an opportuni ty to express its 
,/ ,., 

support for and app: - - - ~ u L the new institutions 

_of governme nt 

Conve ntion. 

and t he 

~ 
1 
~. 

Consti t utio n adopted by the 

• 

~ 

~ 

I 
I 

I 
~ 

. ~~ . 
, 

. t 

! 
I 
N 

I 

I 
f: 
t 
I 

I 
t 
j 

I 
; 

! 
't I 
! 

.. 

• 

(See Notes) 
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crimes, or accused of crimes in either part 

of Ireland. 

~ t 
~ 
p. 

f. 

(Hi) That a StancHng Committee will be establishe d i 
~ 

(iv). 

6. Referenda: 

to review the operation of the Agreement; 

that there will be undertakings to carry out 

the recommendations of the'Standing . 

. Committee, that the Standing Committee will 

be composed of the relevant Ministers and 

re~resentatives of the security forces in 

. both parts of Ireland. 

That if the proposals at present being 

considered by the U.K. Parliament and the 

Oireachtas for the trial of fugitive 

offenders should prove inadequate that 

new measures for the purpose will be 

introduced . 

(a) 'I'he ne,,1 institutions of Government and the 

Constitution Act will be submitted to the people 

of Northern Ireland by means of a Referendum. 

~t will come into operation if approved by them. 

(b) The Government of the Republic of Ireland will be 

requested to submit to the people of Ireland 

in accordance with its Constitution and laws a 

propbsal which will give the people of the 

Republic of Ireland an opportunity to express its 
;'" 

,/ 

support for and app: _._ ~ u •. the new institutions 

.Of government and t he 

1 
Consti t ution adopted by the 

• Convention. 
~. 

~ 
~ 
~ 

l 

I 
1 , 
! 
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. 
• 

(I) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

• 

(5) 

NO'l'ES 

These proposals a re submitted for the purposes of 
discussion . They h ave no offical statu~. They can be 
amended as though appropriate before s ubmiss ion in 
the inte r-party talks. They dea l with only some of 
the provisions to be include d in a new Constitution. 

SECTION I: The proposed Cons titution get more 
support if it is s een to be a measure to deal with the 
present emergency and if prospects for its review 
are seen to be established . .. . 

SEC'l'ION ( 2) (b) • 

The Registe r of Political parties would mean that the 
politicaY wings of para-military organisations would 
not qualify for r e gistration. Whilst they could 
put - forward c andidates , they would have no right to 
consideration for membership of a power-sharing 
executive. 

SECTION (3) 

The power give n to the Secretary of State is designed 
to avoid unfair practices by a lbyalist majority. 

The proposals contemplate that the persons to be 
appointed Ministers will be selected by the political 
parties. The distribution of port folios will be a 
matter for the Secretary. 

The concept of Cabinet responsibility is not 
appropriate for the form of government proposed . 
Minister can explain his dissent to the Assembly. 
he wishes to vot against a proposa l of the Council 

· of Ministers he will have to resign. Neither is 
>--- tlie coi-i"ce pt: of -an~")bpposi tion appropriate. 

A 
If 

Sub-paragraph (f) is included to give expression to 
the concept of an inner cabinet. It can of course, 

· be deleted if not required. 

SECTION (4) • . . 
To avoid _vnfair practice by a loyalist majority the 
provisions of sub-pa ragrpah (b) and (c) have been 
included . The se will give .a residuary power to the 
Secretary. -~he Consultative Council would not only 
assist the Secretary but also gilin suprort for the concepts 
containe d in the Section from the general public . 
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(I) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

.. 

(5) 

No'ms 

These propos a ls are submitted for the purposes of 
discussion. They have no offical status. They can be 
amende d a s though a p propri a te before s u bmission in 
the inter-party talks . Th e y d e al with only some of 
the provisions to be included in a new Constitution. 

' . . 

SECTION I: The proposed Constitution get more 
support if it is seen to be a measure to deal with the 
present emergency and if prospects for its review 
are seen to be established. 

SEc/nON (2) (b). 

The Register of Political parties would mean that the 
politica~ wings of para-military organisations would 
not qualify for registration. l'lhilst they could 
put· forward candidates, they would have no right to 
consideration for membership of a power-sharing 
executive. 

SECTION (3) 

The power given to the Sec~etary of State is designed 
to avoid unfair practices by a loyalist majority. 

The proposals contemplate that the persons to be 
appointed Ministers will be selected by the political 
parties. The distribution of port folios will be a 
matter for the Secretary. ' 

The concept of Cabinet responsibility is not 
appropriate for the form of government proposed. A 
Minister can explain his dissent to the Assembly . If 
he wishes to vot against a proposal of the Council 

. of Ministers he will have to resign. Neither is 
'-~he concept of - an-" bpPosi t ion appropriate . 

Sub-paragraph (f) 
the concept of an 

' be deleted if not 

SECTION (4) . . 

is included to 
inner cabinet. 
required. 

give expression to 
It can of course, 
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To avoid.~nfair practice by a loyalistmajorlty the ; 
provisioris of sub-paragrpah (b) and (c) have been :1 
included. These will give .a residuary power to the !i 
Secretary. '7he Consultative Council vlOuld not only :I 

assist the Secretary but also gain sUPF0rt for the concepts j 

contained in the Section from the general public . 
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(61 SECTION- . (5) 

(7} 

. -. ·. --:.;-;.':" · . 

.. 
The · proposed Standing Agreement would not give 
rise to constitutionul difficulties unless its 
Standing Committee's r e commendat ions had the 
force of l aw in the Republic, otherwise the 
obligution on the autho:r.i ties in both part·s 

.of Ire l and will b e to carry out agreed 
recomme ndations in the security field . 

If measures, other than the present extra
territorial proposals, for the prosecution of 
fugitive offende rs are proposed a Constitutiona l 
amendment may be required , if amendment of the 
Extradition Act is sugges ted. 

SECTION 6 

I 
I 
I 

i 

J 
I 

Two types of Referenda can be held in the Republic; I 

one on a proposal to amend the Constitution; the ) 
other when a certain number of members of the Dail 
and Senate request the Pre sident to submit a Bill 
to the people and he decides to do so. In the 
present context a Constitutional Referendum would 
appear to be the .most appropriate . It would. 
be held on a Bill which wou ld have passed both 

. Houses of the Oireachtas a nd would provide for a 
new section in the Constitution offering support 
for and co-operation with the new institutions 
to be established in Northern Ireland in 
pursuance of the Conventions proposals . The 
exact formulation of the new section can await 
the Conve ntions proposals. The proposed 
amendments could be contingent on the establishment 
of the new institutions . . If they are not I 
established or cease to function the new section l 
could automatically be spe nt . 
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(6) SECTION (5) 

(7) 

The proposed Standing Ag r eement would not give 
rise to c on s titut iona l diff i c ultie s unless its 
Standing Committee's r e c ommendations had the 
force of law in the Repu b lic, othe rwise the 
obliga tion on the autho r i ties in bo th part·s 
of Ireland will be to c a r r y out agreed 
recomme ndations in the security field. 

If measures, other than the present extra
territorial proposals, for the prosecution of 
fugitive offende rs are proposed a Constitutional 
amendme nt may be require d, if amendment of the 
Extradition Act is sugges ted. 

SECTION 6 

I 

I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
Two types of Referenda c a n be held in the Republic; I 
one on a proposa l to ame nd the Constitution; the ! 

other when a certain numbe r of members of the Da il 
and Senate request the Pre sident to submit a Bill 
to the people and he decide s to do so. In the 
present context a Constitutional Referendum would 
appear to be the ~ost a ppiopriate. It would 
be held on a Bill which would have passed bot h 
Houses of the Oireachtas a nd would p rovide for a 
new section in the Constitution offering support 
for and co-operation with the new institution s 
to be established in Nor t h e rn Ireland in 
pursuance of the Conventions proposals. The 
exact formulation of the new section can await 
the Conventions proposals. The proposed 
amendments could be contingent on the establishment 
of the new institutions. . If they are not I 
established or cease to function the new section ' 
could automatically be spent . 
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