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Dear Taoiseach, ~ 1 11 
Than1z ,you for yovr letter abr)u t our f'Jrt~~~n ~in~~ 

docu11ent on po,7er-sh·1rin.:-; to b; pl;bJ.is~1en as a 
p r e J i 11 n n r y t o t !1 e c o 11 s i i t 11 t ;_ o 118 J c JJn- r (::"l n t i 0 n . I c: A r. 

asst:re you th ~t t11ere is y10 chanp~e in ou.r ;:-,o}iCJ tl')<~t 

any proposals fro·1 the Co:1vention t.o be accept:1b1e 

11us t incluc3e so 11CJ for n of pc)';Jer-sl"laring in gJvc:rn :1cn L. 
It will bs open to the Convention to consi~er 

the way in \?hich svch p0'7er-sharing sl10lJ_c~ be acl!ieve4. 
The Northc:rn Ireland Act 1974. clefines tl'lG Conventio;J' ;; 
task as "considering V'.h:;.t provisiqn for tt1e g~'.'CL1.i8!tt 

of Northern Ireland is J.i:<ely to C0'!1'il.J.n.cJ the 'l1JS L 
videspread accept~nco thr·ou~~hout the co~11ll.ll11ty t.~~eren. 

As I hP:vo S:J.id br~:f':)re , Prf1~1t vre will accept fr0'1l the 
C onven ti on is a so J.u t ion ,.rh i ch i .<: agrc 9d and '"'~J t .s i "1:;l;r 

deternined by a ~~jJrity d~clsion. It is, we think, 
i npor ta.n t that tlH:~ Convent 1 on .sn, 0u ld re2.J i se, , rl~en 
they are considerin~ f0rns of govern~ent, that ~hile 
they OUBht certainly to be concerned with 
level of ~overn~snt there are ~~nv levels 

.j_ 
11 r> '~ 1' ~ 1l -- ...., t L.l V ll. i~ "'! \:;' L..r 

and th~t it is inport811t that aJl ~e~bers of the 
Co n~Jnitv should hRve ~ real sensa of o~rtici~~tion in v • 

the direction of public affairs ~t every level. 
Our forthcJ~1ing oocu11ant is intenceo to pcov ioe 

the basis for int'orned di,:;;cussion at tl:e C8nventio.:1 of 
syste11s of gov·.?l,.,n·Yient at all levels., I + t h n r '"'· ·r "") r· e v i. l ._ . \..._~ 1.. -, 

exDlores U1e :>roble 1S ·:.r~ich arise with iv Lced co~1TlDCi-, 

ties -with illustre..tions fran v:-~rlm1s countries, st,cn. 

as Belgiu!l :-1nc1 Svri tzerl3.nri , ?.nc: de-vices used U1roug~;_m; -
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Dear Taoiseach, ~1 11 
Than]z .you for you r le t ter abr)u t our" f')rt~[..:·) ~ inr 

docu~Gnt on po~er-shqrin~ to b~ ~'bJ.is~e~ as ~ 

pr e] i 1 inn r y tot !1 e C J r} S i i t 11 t t 0 118 1 C).o -T (::'l n t . (' n . I (; r r. 

asst:re Y')U th'"t t1sre is Y10 change in our ;:')o}icJ tl'1cSt 

any proposals fro'l the OO~lvention to be a(;cept;lb1~; 

11ust include .':3011(-;, forn of pC)';Jer sharing in g')vcrn:lonL. 
I twill b r0 open to t.~e Convention to CODs'Lrer 

the way in \?hich SlJch ~o'Jer-sharing S1101) r~ be aCi1iove 4 • 

The Northc:rn IrelClnc Act 1974. clefines tl'l~ COnV211 tio~ f ;; 

task as "considerill?; V'}ir;.t pr0visiqn for tt18 g0\Tcrrlie!lt 
of Northern Ireland is likely to co~n2nd the ~JsL , 

videspread accept:l.nco thl"'OU~",;hout the CO~l11Ul1jty t.~~erefl. 

As I hp,vG s:lid b(~fore , 1"f)'1 t i're wi 1J acceot f1"o'11 the 

C onven ti on is a so Iu t i on 1TI~1 i ch if' .grc 9d Clnd ~ r) t ,s i "l~l:T 
deter~ined by a ~~jJrity decision. It is, we think, 
inporta.nt that U1e CODvention ,3001)10 re2.J ise, IT1-:en 
they are considerin6 f0rns of gQvern~ent, that ~hile 
t hey OUGht certainly to be concerned with the ~i~h6:t 
level of govern-'1SD t there are 'WInv Icvels of' .?:overn '1t.?l" t, 
and th '~. tit is i npoY' tfl '1 t thA t aJ 1 ~e ~bGrs 0 f U~~, 

C on~)nitv should hRve ~ real senso of D~rtici~~tion i _ 
'" 

t he direction of public affairs ~t every level. 
Ou r forthcc),:ling dOC1J118nt is intenced to >J):'ovioe 

the basis for infor :led di':;;cDssion at tl:e C811vention of 
systeils of ?;Ov'~l"'n'l1G!1t At all levels., It thore fore 
eXT)lores tr18 Jroble IS ':,T~ich arise wi th iv LrJed cO~1nu!'~i-

J 

ties . wi th illustrations fro n v:-~rl011s countries, Sl.'ctl 

as Belgiul1 ~nd ~~itzer13n~ , ~nd devices t hrou"l'hn" -J ! ~-:)_ ... Vl .• 
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the worJd vrhere there are such division.s, incll·r.ing 
o.rr::tno·ements for entrencr1Cd ninori t l8S q11d bills 0 f' 

r L · h t s • The cj o cu 11 en t 1·' i 11 in ii i c . t e , h or: over , H10 t 

nany of t11ese .syste-ns, r hl.le they ·nay bs uneful 

eleynents in any SJ.Ste I Oi Jovorn;ent' mill not of' 
the~seJves ensure th~t re. l sense 01 actiVA sh~rin~ 
in t;overnnr_:.nt and the d Lrection 0f pvb.l1c affai.es 

\''hich '.'lG consi.dcr to be cssentir 1. Our C:1TH.itrne~lt 

to poV!er-.shar inp; has n~) t been c~langed. 

Yours stncer·ely, 

( S;~r]) Harolr1 \'.Tilson 

?0 J anu:).,ry , 1975 
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the i,Torld where there are su~h eJivisions, incli j i'l ing 

arr'lngemen ts f OY' en trenchcd 1 inor i ties :::I nd b i 11s o.f' 
ri:hts. The docu~ent nill indicate , horcver, thRt 

nany of t118se s,V.ste'ns, i'hile they '"08.y bs useful 

e 1 e 'ne n t s in any s y stem 0 g av 0 r n Jie n t , ? ill not 0 f 
themselves ensure th~t rea} sense of ~ctivp sh~rinq 

'-' 

in eovernnent and the direction of pubJic affairs 
which we considGr to be GssentiRl. Our cJTInit~~nt 
to power-sl1ar ine; 11as n:)t been cllanged. 

Yours s tn cere1y, 

( C -j) H Id ,1/· 1 "-)[~( .aro. It 1 son 

20 J anu~J.ry , 1975 
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