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StorulOni; C;-?.:.;tle, Bc1fast 

i 7 .Jam1·u·y 1 975 

Statement by 1:hc Scc:rebry of S t~=l.l.£;_Ji .... FBr 1 vn Her:n JiP 

I 1:1hare the feeling of outl'at;c a:1d dir1a.ppointrn.:nt of the pe0pl8 of No1·tlwrn .~reJ ·.nd 

th:... · the Provj :-;ional IRA l"J.U.•rc tocb.y shmm a total J.ack of concern for t.he people'~; 

clear call for an end to violence. 

'f'he Brj tish Government' B position · . .yas cl0arly and cxplici tJ.y :;ct out in L1Y stn. temcnt 

in hJ.rli-2nont en 14 ,Jan, ry. I ·:nid that the Gov'l'nmcnt'n :r·cnponse to 'a genuine 

and sust::dned cessation of violence" wot:.ld 1le that the 1\rmy coulcl be ';reduced to n 

peace-time lcvcl11
• I nlno ::>aiel th1t I vTOuld fet:l able to "r;l)ee;d up the r-ate of 

rcleasmwi th a view to rcleasin{>,' al~ dctA.inees". 

I vTill not be influenced by any vj.~•.;s -v;hich arc backed u•i th tlu·eats of t!J.e bomb and 

bullet. But as I said in Parliament on 14 January tho Provisimw.l ~:>in:1 Ji'ein are 

" free to take part in genuine poHticaJ adivity v1ithin the lm;" and to civc thE:ir 

view to my officials. This remains the case . 

I emphasised on that occasion as on previous occasions th'l t many thj ngs 1vould be 

pcosible if the cessation of violence 1ms botb genuine and susbjned. Hcam1hiJc "H 

is my duty to ensure tiv1 t the SecuJ.·ity Fo,.ceb a:c·e r•ea<ly :ct all tirn·-'S to de<d 

rocolutel:v vri th any resuT'lption of violence" . 'J'hey have not J.:mered their guard. I 

sa:i d on 20 December that 1
' the act-ions of the Sccuri ty lo'o1·ecs will be re h ted to the 

lev 1 of Rny activity 1-;h:ich rr;ay cccur''. The Sccuri ty 1• orces have donr.: !!either more no!' 

J.o!Jn. 

Not0: 'nlin statement was telephoned co offices 1'-l::.t niGht \1 (; .Junu[l.r y). 
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NIO/1/9 . 
Statcment hy the Sec:retnrx of S tA. Le: .\-M .... Fer 1 vn }i8r>r, HP 

Stormont C;.:.,tJe, Belfast 

i 7 ,Janu'll'Y 1975 

I Dhare the feeling of outrage u:1d diGllppointm"'nt of the p&oplo of liol'thern ,Ire]' nd 

1.11:.1.' the Provj~ior.al IRA h::::"TC tod.n.y sho1m £l total lack of concern for t.he people' [; 

clu<lI' ca)1 for an end to violence. 

'.rhe Bri ti sh Government' fl posi tion ,'ms clp,arly and explicitly Get out i.n lJy sta tameD t 

in Pa.rlia cnt en 14 .Jam rye I 'aid that the Gov'l'nIncnt'A x'cnponse to Itn genuine 

and sustc:dned cessation of YiolcI1ce" wot:.1d l)e that the l\rmy \~ou1cl hG ':reduced to ;1 

peace-time level". I alf>0 so.icl tbt I Hou1d fCf11 able to "f3pccd up the rute of 

rcleaswwi th n view to relcasinrr all detA.inees". 

I \-rill not be influenced by any VJ.~.·S which are backed wi th thl'enl;~ of tne bomb and 

bullet. But as I said in Parliament on 14 J'anuary thc ProvL::;iOlW.l ~3inn F'ein ur0 

"free to take po.rt in g8nuine poHtical activity vlithin the lml" and to Give their' 

view to my officials. This remains the casc . 

I emphasised on that occasion as on previous occasions th'l t Ill.'lny tt>j ngo '.-lOuld be 

pC3siblo if the cessation of violence lvaS both genuine and susbjned . Heamlhile "it 

is my duty to cnsure that the Seclll'ity Foro8b ax-e l'eacly :It an tiraes to deal 

rc~olutely vTi th any rCSlHlJption of violenoe" . 'rhcy have not ) O\lerod. their r.ruard. I 

!.la:i cl on 20 December thn t Ii the actions of the Secul'i ty l<'O:I.'<.:es will be reh ted to the 

]eve;l of flny activi ty ,.;hich rr.ay occur". The Security Forces have don~ !lci tller more no!' 

Note: Thin statement was telephoned GO offices l~st niGh!; (1 C; Jupmuy). 
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