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This is ono of the mst pleasant tacsks that I have had to 

unc.lerta:Y..e since I .ass.\.lnled o·ffie:e. 

Duritlg your 1oA9 Ocrde al , Dr. Herrema, decent Irishmen 

everyv.bere hung their heads in sh.ame and it was wit;h ,a 

sanae of p:-ofound re l1e-f and j:o;y that w«t l ear ne'd of your 

ale aS;ft \'l!i tl'!.out ba.:nn. 

The-re is a great deal more t hat I wou.l.d llka t_o' ·say about 

t he ew nt.s in 'l)thicb you wer-e c aught up but these matt.(t:rs 

are now th~ subj ect o£ proceedings in .our courts and on t hat 

ae<:ount I ~rt.JSt. be e x:tremely circumspect 1n the remarks I make·. 

D~Jring your husbancPs long imprisenm ·nt you, Mrs . Herretrn;l. had 

to endure great ~ntal pain and anguish. Although subjected 

t~J> a lot of publicity an:d despite all the strain and s u ffer.ing , 

you re always dign1f"icd and g,rat::ious and your demeanour 

t l:u:oughout was a s ource of inspiration and S·Ypport to the 

Government and the Garlia Slu-cbana in t-heir h-andling of the 

s it:uation. 

l'his honour 1;\lbieh I have the ploasuriJ o,f .gx-anting t o ooth of 

you t.o ay i s the GovelMm&n.t •s ' and the peo-ple. & • wav (}f saying 

'*thank youa fCJnr U1~ dist lngui.shed svvice which you h.ave 

r<?nd11red t . this e:ountry. 

ProVision f or the 9 ant1nq of Irish citizenship as a tok-en of 

honour 1s contained in the Irish Nat'ionali~y ilnd C1tizens,bip 

Act, l9S6... The CDnferring of s:~b c1tizoas.hi p is the bi<Jh&st 

honour t hat the Sta'te can confeJ:< on a cit.izan of adO'th.e:t . 

·country and it .is not gr anted lightly. 111ay I s ay th<Jt i t 

has l»en granted only once before 1n t he 19· y.ear$ since tn. 
Act ::as passed. 

This bono! the most. pleasant. tasks that I bave bad to 

undertake sinGe IasslJIJ1eQ office. 

D.uring your l~ &r 'al. , Dr. Herrelllu, decent Irishmen 

everyvihel.'.e hUl19 t beir hods in shame and it was vd.th .a 

sens..e of profound rel1ef and joy that. we l earned of yGU1: 

release .it.hout harm. 

Thre is ill great deal more t hat 1 would 11 ·ElI tl). say about 

the event .s i n 'hieb you were c.aught up but. tbo,se matt ers 

are now t he suhject of proceedings in our courts and on that 

ac:c unt I frl'.JSt be extr~ely circumspect. 1n the r emarks. I make .. 

During ye husband ·s long itnpris run · /It . you, ut's . Herrema. h ad 

to endure :great rnerrtal pa.1n and oguish. Alt hougb subJeeted 

t .o. a l ot of publicity anti de'spite all the strain and suffer .ing., 

you re a l ways dig;tl'J.:fied and g,rad .ous and your demeaAour 

t hrouynout w&s a sour"t:~ of inspiration and Stlpport to' the 

Gove-rnment tl the Garda Siacbana in their ba ndl1n9 of the 

situa t.ion. 

This honQUl" m'eh 1 have the pl.:easur8 O'·f g-r ant1ng to both of 

you t,Q · ay i s t.he Government '5, and the p6ople-s-. ay of s aying 

fi-thank 'you" fo:r the dl$,tlRglkished svvic:e which you have 

~ndered t thi~ c.ountry. 

ProVi:sion. f or the grant.1n9 of Irish citizensld.p as a t ck:&n of 

hono.t6 is eG1 t~ined in 'the I d .sh Nationality and C1tizenship 

Act, 1956. . The c~n,ferr1ng of such citizonship is the .hi~he;st 

honour t hat t.J e State can confe.r on acitiz:enofanpthelr 

country and it .is not 9r anted. lightly.. " ay I s ay tha't it 

has :boen ant d .only onc.e before 1n t be 19 years since the 

Act ~a'S passed. 
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Because it h~s been rather loo$ely referred tD in the media 

as honorary c.iti&enshi p. there .may be a tendency to regard the 

honour s eot~ferr!Qg s~thing less than eit,izenship in ·the 

fullest and truest sense of that tena. I would 11ke to 

assure you t hat t.his i s· not so and that • . in f act, t .he 

citue.nsn1p ttihit.h you ;g,e new acquiring is asreal and .as 

genuine as t hat \'\dl.ich I myso·l f enjoy. 

I trust that wherever you may go .in the future, you will 

always r<rturn to visit us . This is na\-v y~ur second home 

and there ~ill always be .a welcome f or you here . 
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Be:ca us.e i t has been ~a~her loosely referred te in the edia 

as honorary c,j;.t1&ensMp. the:re .may be a tendency to regard .. 

honour CO'ltferr 100 .. omethin.gless than ci tlzenship lnthe 

fullest and tr~st s1!llse of that term. I would like to 

assure you that 'this. is J'lO,t so and that, in f act.. the 

mieh you ta.e now acquiring 1s asreal and ,as 

9env1neas t hat which I myself enjoy. 

I trust that wherever you may go, in the future, you wiU 

always return to vis it us . This is nQ\V ¥{)ur second home 

and the.r~ l."IUl always bea v.relcome for you here'. 
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