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SE Clill T 

Follovling is text ·of reply from the Provision:> 1 Army Council 

to the proposal he.nded by the Protestant Churchmen to the 

Sinn I,'ejn representatives at the meetin~ at Fecdcle last "leek. 

Bcgjns: 

We have ' considercd at length the points you submitted to 

our colleagues. We vlish to make the follo-;'Tin6 observations : 

Point One: ' It is sovereignty r.:lther than poli tic2.1 or 

territorial interests, which is the basic issue. Until 

Her Majesty's Government clearly states it has no cl~im to 

sovereignty to any part of Ireland, the statenx .lt is 

meaningless. 

''le accept tba t 'economic commitments must be honoured. 

Point TVTO: K no bIe \'lish ,·d th Hhich "vle c!oncur but ",-re 

believe it can only be realised in the full community of 

the people of Ireland. 

Point T}1..ree: VIe feel you C'.re referring to a truce. ;','e sce 

no difficulty in mfdntaining community pe::.ce if a bi-l::-ter"'l 

truce is agreed to between the British Army and the Irish 

Republican Army. We would welcome discussions with Loyalist 

groups to secure their co-oper~tion in maintaining peace. 

Point Four: We accept that following a declaration of 

intent to withdraw, a limited British Army presence will be 

maintained v1hile a negotiated and agreed settlement is 

sought and imple~ented. U~r~ 

. 
I 

Point Five: - It is meaningless to talk about democratic 

proce·sses while, among other thine;s, 2000 poli tic: '.l prisor..ers 

are in jail. 

I\ve submit 
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''le submit for YQur cons iderption and for forH2.rding to the 

British Goverl'Wlent the follmTing set of proposals. 

To provide the basis for a lasting peace, the RepubJican 

Movement calls for the implementation of the following 

measures. 

1. The establishment of a constituent assembly elected by 

the people of Ireland through universal Qdult suffrage and 

proportional representation. The assembly to draft a new 

all-Ireland constitution vIhich would provi0e for p~ provincial 

parliament for Ulster (9 counties) with meaningful pOHers. 

The constitution to be submit~ed in national referendum 

within six months of the first mC:'eting of the assembly and 

its adoption to require two-thirds suunort of the total v2lid 

poll. 

2. A publtc cornmi tment by the British Government to i'lithdr::-:{T 
." 

from Ireland v!ithin twelve months of the ad6ption of the ne:; 

all-Ireland 'consti tution. This commitment to cnt3.il an 

immediate end to all raids, 8rrests 2.nd harrassment of the 

populntion ~nd ~ withdrawal of troops to barracks. 
- . 

3. Declarp.tion of pmnesty for 2.11 politic2.1 prisoners, in 

Britain 2.nd Ireland, and ~ll persons on the wanted list. The 

amnesty to be given effect by i~ediate ~eleases and to be 

completed not later than 30 dpys prior to the date of the 

general election for the constituent assembly. 

4. On the acceptance of these terms the Republic~n Movement 

would be prepQred to order a total ceosefire. A nttmber of 

matters would re~uire further clarific2.tion and el2.boration 

. whi ch Vlould be discussed as soon as the cea.sefire is 

established . 

The Republic2.n Novement for its part 1-lould ~'lel~or:le triptlrti te 

t alks with Loyalist 2.nd British Army forces to secure their 

co-opera tion in the implementr..tion of the ceasefire and the 

mai nt enance of community peace . 

/ Finally : 
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Finally: 

-Having discus sed the terms offered by the Church . 
representa tivcs, and found them to be unaccept2ble, i.re, the 
Republic8.n Novement, Hill declare a temporary cessa tion of 
activities from midnight on the 22nd of December, 1974, until 
midnieht on the 2nd of J anuary, 1975, to enable the British 
Government to reply f avourably to the counter proT'o s2.1s \-re 

have m2de to them. This cessB.tion 'Hill be total and completc 
providing that, 

1 •. British Army raids, h8rrassment 2nd arrests cease for 
the same period. 

2. No show of provOC8tion is carrj.ed out by th:: Crm-m Forces • . 
3. The re-introduction of the RUC into areas in ~~lich they 

are not accept?ble is not attempted. (This includes any 
of the Crown Forces in or out of uniform) • 

4 -. . 

vIe 

Any breach of these terms will be considered 2.S a 
refusal to accept the eleven d2.Y cessation, 2.nd 

'appropriate action will be taken to protect our people. 

wish to havc an indic2tion of the British Government's 
attitude before the 28th of December 1974. 

The Army Council Oglaigh na Heireann. 

December 1974. 

Ends. 
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