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• 
I visit ed northern Irel'u1d f ro;:) 1'3-20 September and had meetin~;s 

",ith H.r. l;[i l1i:11'l Cl'a ig, Le lder of the Va.ncuarj ,Unionist l-arty , 
F.r • John 0' 80nncl~ of the DOJJn and Connor Relief •. dv i so!'y 3ervl ce, 
HI'. Jim F'itzpatrick a solicitor, j·:r . Gerry (Juigl ey of the 1:;1'0 , 

t·1r. John HcGucki1.n a Duslnoss man fl'ori Cloughnills. 

I met Fre 0'80nnor of DACR~S on Wednesday, 1 8th Septe~bs£. Fr. 0 ' 
Connor "laS accomn<'1 '1.ied by 1,:1'. La.rry [lyan (i{ho also accQ!;ioanied 11 i..m 
at his meet ing in ~ublin) and ~uiredach Jinan, oath of ~ho~ 
are lay members of hiS Co ~~ittee. iT r. O'Conno.::' was extrc1n81y rrJOO"'lV o _1 .... 

about the general politicill situation. Th(1rC is a feelinG of tot· .1 
vacuum in the IJorth at the moment :1.d this is hinring a very 
depressing effect on the C3.thoti(; pOpUl ~lt ioJ1. 'I'bey f eel th2.t tnis 
appal'(:")nt lu.:"l is only G. breathing space before '.Jh:lt they f ea.r m"!.j 

be the ultimn.te (:onfl'ontetton . :B'r . C 'Connor Sl-,jj that people 1.v81·c. I. 
nO':l fr.i~tened \·,ho had ne Ter been f'.r':'f>ht·2ned bcfor·3 . 'L'hc moo d 0r a fI. 

subst~.l.nt. j:1.1 numaer of people \vtlS th.:lt they iOl<nj tIle vacuu.m 
intole.rQcle 3.nd vlere adopting an Qttitudc of 1I1ecs get j.'c over ;::i'Lh 
:'..5 soon a.s possible" . On the othe.l. h:111U, foll0',]in~ on t.. :.c murder 
of the t\v'D j ueges, he had in his 0',111 area for th8 f.l.l'S L t.ime seen 
openly expressed resentment against the IRA, in connection with tne 
street Gloc~udes. This wa.s a small but not jnsignificant reactIon 
and he i:eels stron,£~ly tha t the Catlloli::: com::l\.~.ni ty badl,; needs a 
chal'isr:l'J.tic leader 'vlho cO,Ild .Lead thmr. 8.\vay ft'()~ :he L :} • 

"0 I~ i ~ r)!1 .... ' S h r' ,""m.~ ·j t- t n e s .'·: OJ~lr! e 41.' I- '1'."'-,11 '.') ~.;·_t '.'" i.'lc1 ... ly· ,r::1; ~) .~ t~ . ()l1 ~ 
\J 4 .•. ,. t.. • .I..J • ,,-'.1I .:_ v " • _. l,.. \;. _ _ ~ 

Ih~ has ba'l sever') J. ,-. 0 "'1..f'1'<' 11" rl'C 1· OJ"1 (! . 'l' (I. l' f J 1- c ' 'L""' I'. ('.'e e n. .~_, '-.. ' '"',) '»'1" ',.1. t t t'; e s " .' __ ~ '- J L .1, •.• I., • . '. ,)' "" - - " U 

1 
I 



TSCH/3: Central registry records Department of the Taoiseach

© National Archives, Ireland

• 

l 

1 
- 2 -

getting reasonable cooperation from the Department but their 

resources are limited and he has unfairly had to expose them to 

some of his parish COrrLTflittees '~'lith a vie..., to c:hO\·.ring tne Com~iLt8es 

that in many respects they are totally on their own. Thic: has been • 

a bit unfair to the Department people but a necessary therapy in 

order to get his own people to see the light . The Department 

people have been quite helpful though the resourc es at their 

disposal are quit~ small . They have at le&~t now been given an 

official role to prepare contingency rlans in the event of another 

strike or similar type breakdown. Their main role will be in food 

supplies and bedding and blankets . For this they have a budget of 

about £12,000 . It is obviously grossly inadenunte but Fr . a/Connor 

did not seem too worried about this just at present . 

They hnve been approaching him with a vie\oJ to vetting detailed facts 

and figu.ces about the reli6f .11e(!es~jit _ies ~vhicl1 he envisages and he 

.is qui te sure that v:i1en he gi ,_res them t be se fac t sand figure s they 

wil l have to have another look at their budget. In fact, he told 

me confidentially that the people on the ground from the De~artmGn ~ 

were only too anxious that his requirements should be stated as 

stronely as possible as this would enable thew to put pressure on 

their O\.,n top c i viI servant s 1.:ho are les s than enthus i as tic . In 

fact , Hr . Halone , ",ho i s the J.ocal man in ',lest and nort h Belfast , 

h1.s asked Fr . a ' Connor to come to a TiJeet ing ,-,ri th the Permanent 

Secretary so that a I Connor can try and put the case 1.!hicb 1<:110ne 

feels , if put by a civil se.rvant, would. not be list·Jned to. Fr. 0' 

Connor seemed to be confident th:lt \-,ith th~ fact~ and figures \.,h1ch 

he will have at his disposal in about a fortnight ' s time, he can get 

the Social Services Departm~Dt to give him suppli es o~ bottled gas, 

food and blankets, etc. for storuoue in selected derots _ even before .. , 

the strike begins, as well as establishine a system of guaranteed 

r ecoupment of expenditure on these iter::s in the event of breakdOll!n. 

However, the r ange of fac ili t ie s \-,hic h the SO(; Ltl Servic es Departmc: l'J.: 

.J 
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can make available to him are limtted to these three commoditi l~s 

and it is unlikely that they \vould be nhle to help him \·;i th 

transport and impossible that they could help with the supply of 

electricity generators etc . His contacts have told him that waen 
"L-

it ;;ets to the stage of needing generators it ',oJQuJ.d be B1::e questJon 

of a national emergency and in those circumstances, the decision 

would be political rather than departmental . Fr.. O'Conno.r ha s 

arranged to meet~ord Donaldson next week to raise this point with 

him. 

He is disappointed that the development of similar organisatJons tr 

his m·m. in the other lIortbel'n dioceses has not really p.rogres sed . 

There 1tl:;tS to hnve been a meeting to discuss this on 8th September 

but this had been pos tponed and it \vas hOlJt.,d nmv that i ~ \-JQuld take 

place on the 30th September.. Ho\vever , Fr. O!ConI.o.t' \vas not very 

confid.ent th'lt thoro was any roal cnthG3insrr, elsC\-;horc anJ. h.c: took 

that as a reflection th~ t Down and Connor is really the most 

vulnerable diocese in the event ef a breakdown. He saj.d a~ything 

that we could do to persuade the Cardinal to press the idea both on 

his o\Vn priests in Arm'lgh (\'lhich 0 'Connor thinlcs is the second Y!wst 

critical .qrea) and on the other northern Ireland dioceses; i"onld be 

most helpful. He made it clear however that it would be counter-

prod1J.ctive if the Cardinal kne\v that he i.:as pressing the idea. I 

said that we would handle the matter as diplomati~ally as possiblG 

and keep his na:ne out 0: it . l:1e ·He re anxious ':0 see simile.!' 

organisat ions in t.he other dioceses and 1,'18 would do 1'lhat ",e cO\J~d 

to discreetly push the Cardinal . 

Fr. O'Connor ' s assessment of his state of readiness at the moment 

is th~t l~; of his parishes are quite well prepared , 3~! are 

moderately so or a re at least al-Jare of thei r problems but 5C:~ have 

hardly yet realised th2t they have a problem. His main pre

occupation at present is the establishment of a system of ev~cuation 

vouche~'s, the format of \·Jhich i'!ould be C .:;reod betHoen him and us. 
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• Hith regard to loca.t.i.ng the Catholics in the North, Fr . O' Connor 

ini'ormecl lj)~ confidenti1.1l.y tn:J.t D.r. Philhin bas at least seen a 

copy of tho Oran~G and Green Jr1. l which the Army h~s worked out and 

\.;hich app al'~~ntly is quite det.a.i..led . He is goinG to try to let '1.S 

have a copy of this if he cpn get to see it himself but he is 

doubtful that he 'Hill sDcceed. In the rnenntime he is dr~wing up, 

on the ba~ls of figures he is getting froM indivjdual parishes , as 

detRiled a mnp as he C1D. Hc WilS obviously under the impression th~1 

vIe \vante(:l Il perfect map frolT him and he seemed Qui te relieved 1'lhen 

I said if he ~ave it to us piece-meal we coulcl coll~te it ourselves. 

He hopes to let us have at l eas t details of certain areas in the 

Do~n and Connor diocese in about a fortnight . Hc h~s for instance 

now got a fairly detailed m~p of the Hewtownarrts district from the 

loc ~ l pari~h prieGt and he will t8 getting in simiJar maps from 

other areas in the neal' futuI'uo Hc says the only hope fa!' the 

Catholics in Cnr.r.i.cl-::fcrgus or in Larne .i..~ to lit C'r.:.~lly rt:!tire to 

the 'Geache::;. 1:8 has sug~est8J to tl'.18 parjc:;h pr.i();,ti'-the re that the:.~ 

might consider buyinG ~ome s~all boats to use as an escape route . 

He is only too v.rell Ft Tare th'lt his \vhole organis'1tj.on is mov1.ng 

too slowly but this is not surprising hinl and obviously he himself 

is puttjng an enormons person~l cL'ort into the opcJ'.:l.tion . 

He Has very Gl1xious to comE d()\~n t o Dubl.in and discuss what stage 

of planning we were at wit h reg8rd to the reception f'1cilit i es for 

a 11.rge influx of refugee~ . He 1:Jculd like to hllVU sowe fairly 

dotailed information on this for hi s O\'/n s:::tisfaction. He will 

obviously keep such jnformation strictly to himsolf but i f he is to 

be in a position to guara~tee to the people he is working wi th that 

tt)C South are pl'epar()d to help in a substantial vmy he cannot gj ve 

tllis sort of promise unless be hi'11sE;lf knm'lS exactly \·,hat we are 

pla.nning . I sni.d th:lt v.'e ',,,ould obviously be hap . to talk to h':'Jn 

about this nnd Cl me8tin~ could be arr~nced in this Department with 

r erj'esentat.Lves as nee8ssary from the Departments of Defence and th(J 

Taoi 'eacbl~ 0ffice . Pnrt of his own planning h~s been the 
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• establishment of 3. lo...rf,8 telephone centre l",ith about 12 lines in 

an annex to a convent 1.<Thlch he hi:TJself is Ilvine in, just off the 

Glen Road. He tIns fitted out this annux as a sort of emerGency 

centre and feels th 't t 'He should be thin.{ing of something similar 

in the South. I said to him that we had cerlaih contingency plans 

but that it might be better if we did not go into this matter in 

detail nntil he cm:w dOl,m to talk to us c 

I ulso hi'ld 3 meet'ing for about an hour '/'Ii th Mr. William Craig t the 

leader of the Vanguard Unionist Party, in the Conway Hotel in 

Dunmurray at lunch-time, on Thursday. Mr. Craig was in very good 

form and seemed disposed to be friendly and co-operative. Though 

I shoulo say that this was in contrast to his reaction when I first 

telepho~ed him dnd asked him to meet me. At that stage he was 

quite hesitant about the whole idea and said frankly that he did 

not see \~'hat the usefulness of such a meeting would be. 

lIe seemed in very good health and proj2cted a quietly menacing 

self dssurancp. H~ was quite adamant that there could be no 

question of what tw culled Hem imposed power-sharing solutjon" 

i.e. there could gQ-t be power-sharing in whatever new Northern 

Ireland Ass.rnbly c;'lerged through a parliamentary comrnittee sys1:em 

but he saw clearly that government as such would be conducted 

by the majority party. If the majority party wished to enter 

into a coalition with some other purty in the Assembly to run 

the Government that would be perfectly aU ri(Jht, but in 

circumstances in which the majority party had sufficient strength 

and did not desir0 to share government with the minority then the 

majority should rule. Despite the recGnt statements from London 

he is convinced t.hcJt the British will eVEntually come round to 

this point of view. The first straw in the wind is the 

Conservative Party election manifesto which he thought significantly 

spoke about the minority having a share in the community rather 

than a share in Government, 
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He also spoke dbout the recent murder of the two judges and said 

that he was not 0reatly surprised a~ it. His people had 

information thClt a campaign of several violent murders against 

prominent people would be undertaken by the IRA and he had no 

doubt thAt the two judges were only the first two in a list that 

would probably run to eight or ten. He thinks that the 

Provisional IRA are at a very low level of morale at present 

and this is their way of keeping the strangle-hold on the 

Catholic co~nunityo His greatest fear is that because of the 

present Provisional we~ kness, they may join in whdt he called 

flan unholy all ianc e " with the Otficial Sinn Fein and if this 

happens it 'viII encourage the UDA to get back into business again.-

He told me that before he met me he had been talking to Andy 

Tyrie who was conficlent that he could ke ep the UDA quiet forthe 

moment and that there will not be a~oth0r UWC strike in the near 

future. If there is to be a further strjke it will come after 

\ the Convention has broken down and at a time when Britain is 

I trying to impose a solution on t~e Loyalist community . The strike 

wIll be u sed to sho\'J the Bri ti sh that suc h a soluti on cannot be 

imposed and wi]l not be tolerated. I a skE' d hi ID whet hp r the UVVC 

had lost any of its strength through the: defeation of Harry Murray 

and he said on the contrary , that with Murray ' s defe ction it was 

stronQer than ever. lviurray wa s a sinc(~re and decent man who had 

been put up as a front figure for the organisati0n but he never 

really controlled the t~ing or was Cl strong political figure 

inside it. Murray's problem was that h ~ had tried to run before 

he could w~lk and he might hav e had a political future inside the 

organi satjon if he had had a little mO Te patience though frankly 

he was not a mar. of. "reat politica l ClbiJity and he doubtod if he 

would have ever come to anything , even insi.de the UWC . 

With regard to t he forthco ming Westminster ele c t ion s , he felt that 

the UUUC should hol d the ir 11 seat s and that they will substanti all~ 
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increase their vote in any event. Enoch Powell is a distinct 

advantage to them as he will give them a voice that will be 

listened to in Westminster. They accept frankly that they have 

no such voice from amongst themselves at pr€sent. He expects 

that by the time that the Convention elections come round the 

UUUC will have become one party and will be an even more powerful 

political machine than it is at present. There is an agreement 

that none of the people who are standing for Westminster apart frem 

the three leaders, i . e. himself, West and Paisley , will be 

allowed to stand for the Convention. This is a partial explan-

ation of Glen B3rr's withdrawal in Ocrry but not the whole story. 

Barr was worried that apart from Crcig himself there would be no 

other Vanguard repres~ntatjve at ~estminster but he has been 

reassured by a promise from the UUUC Council that Van~uard will 

be allowed two nominations for the Conventio~ in Oerry. The 

Derry situation .i~, a qU8stion ef a personality cl]sh not between 

Barr and \JiI1.y 11055 hut betwt?e n Burr and Douglas, who is Ro:s's 

agent and is the real power figure in the Derry constituency. 

This fits in with what Barr himself said to me as he also 

mentioned Douglas as being his biggest worry . 

Craig is confident that with the present political situation 

in Britain , the Tory party is going to have: to woe U'e UUUC and 

that a new alU.ance will be cemented after the electil,n. He 

expects that Ulster-Westminster MPs will have to attpnri fre~ue0tly 

at Westminster and will be much more engaged than they have bce: n 

in the past 3S he expects th2 Westminster Whips to be exceptional].! 

busy during the next British parliament . On the home front, he 

sees whatever form of Government comes out of Northern Ireland 

having to rule in a firm WdY through a strengthened police fOr(0. 

He accepts that th re is ~ grave deterjoration in normal respect 

for authority in the North on both sides and said that the vandals 

and gangsters who novv roam' freely in bot h communi tie s \voul d hav~: 

to be taken on and dealt with summarily. 
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I said 1.0 him tn a · my i . mpre~; sio n frnnl the talks I had had wi t h bot l: 

sides in th e Nori: il was that the C1tholi c commu ni t y was s eve re l y 

depresse d and that the Protestant cummu ni ty was confid~ nt and vpry 

sure of itself. He acce pt~d t his ~nd su rprising l y indic ~ ted th ~t 

this worried him and ~hat he fe l l once the We stminst e r election 

was out of the way there would be ~n on us on people like himsel f 

t o do something.to lift t he Catholic. commun i ty. He did not 

clearly see yet how this co uld be done but he a cce pte d that he 

had a responsibili t y in th e? matt e',:, . He menti oned that he had had 

some excellent discussions wit h thr.: SDLP prior to the publicati o:t 

of Whitel.Jw' s Gre en Pa per arod \;vhilp. he wa s not under the iJ.lus ion 

t ha t the climate WdS as goed now hr~ obv i ou s ly hoped that he rni C]!1t 

be abl e to start s ome t hing s i:n ll (;.~~ after th e e l ection. He 

stressed several t i mes th CJt he secs a n:' al .!1 . '? d for di a lo ,~u e 

between both part",j 0S bf'to r c 1..he c.:(inV(!n~ i on ol ect ion t.Jkes ol a ce 

t hough he is also aware of an inher~ n~ dd nger in thi ~ process , 

in that 1. he Convc: n1. ion el ect io n S :TllH-t not be seen to be a ,",out 

negot i ated positions which have been adopte d be fore the ele ct ion 

t akes place . 

With r egard to relations wi t h the South, he S2W the ultimate 

ne cessity of co- ope r ation between the t wo parts of the country 

and of the ~Jort h of Ire l and having s om e sort of spe cial re la t i o r. ~;h i I 

with the South. However , he emph~s i se d clea rly that t he guidin9 

principle of s uch co-ope ra ti on or !:Juch rc·ldti unships must be t Lt::t 

it wo ul d be on the basis of a partn e rship of equQlit y. 

that t he South i s doing a r ca soncJbl c j ob in cont .Ji nin9 the IRA :::nr l 

seemed to see the l ogic of t he S!JLP posIti on t hat policing in 

Nort he r n Ireland is sornetll in Cj that ca n only hs finally r e sol ve J n 

the con text of an ove r all so lution. He a l so a dmitted fr ankl y tha 

t he end i ng of i nt e rnment would he lp to whittl e awa y suprort for 

t he I RA in the Northe On the quest ion of wha t t he South coul d 

do at the moment , he f'?lt that ge stu r,' s .Like t he dboli t i on of 

Irticles 2 and 3 of the Ccns titutjon would be hel pful b It he was 

also aw~ne thlt a rc' f e r enclum ," n thi s t. hat f ·""1 1' ] rd ld h 
u . . - , wo:)... e wors(~ 
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than having no referendum at all. 

I asked him if he would be prepared to see me on a continuing 

basis or if h8 wish(~d to nominate someone from his organisation 

to talk to me from time to time. He is quite prepared to see me 

on request in the future and said that he would prefer if I 

approached him directly. If he himself is not available on a 

given occasion he could nominate someone. He would also like 

to have what he called Han exchcJnge of views" with the Ministe!', 

provided that such an exchange was not seen and was not projected 

by us as a negotiation. I said that the Minister would be anxious 

to see him and gave him my telephone number for the purpose of 

setting u p ~~uch d f11et= t in9 if and when, ir. accordance wit h hi s 

criteria, the tirning and the climate WcJS right • . I took this to 

mean th~t a meeting could not t~ke plJce until at least a month 

\ 

He ha s no CJreat fa it h that t he Convent i Cl!) solut ~ on will work and 

if it does not he sees an inevitable confrontation between the two 

communities in about a year from now. He obviousJy thinks t~at 

the result of this will De a return by Bri~ain to the old 

Stormont system of majority rule and t~at the Catholics will just 

have to accept in good faith thJt Jiven the developments over the 
JL ... ~ 

P<lst fiv(? years, a majority Government 'Nill ensure i.t.s general 

protection and a ft:!ir deal foT. them. He does noL in the long 

run see any possibility of conLinuRd direct rule . Whatever 

emerges will involve a devolution of po~er to a local N. Ireland 

Assembly. The movements for devolution in Scotland and Wales 

will .JL lc.~dSi: cnsun~ this mirnilllllll1 for lL Ireland. He feel"" that 

the whole Rri~ish econo~ic ~it uJtion a~ t~e moment will force them 

to disengage more and more fro~ Northern Ireland and to hand over 

the reins of govern-nent to Lhe fllajority cOillmuni-:y. 

I:::-elJnd industriJlly has m~jor problems at the Inoment beca~se 

while it is true that production has been rising, investment has 

not been going aheai satisfactorily . HOW'2ver while the British 

Go 'Q:rnmcnt may wish to pull out of p,' t"\ ' d and' ,1' ;1,-, S • . lpyar s nan(A 1 ~ ov :: r 
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to ?Jor-thorn J:tcland, th0'j will have to stay involved whether- they 

li~c it or not On running the shipyards for the immediate futL re . 

A final point he mentioned w~s that it was not to be excluded that 

the UUUC might tak~ the twelftll seat in West Belfast since from 

repor~s he has heard either Billy Mc Kee or M~ire Drumn will also 

stand and if they do it could whiLtle away enough of fitt ' s votes 

to let the LO),ui i s L cdndidat = John t,\cQUCl id , in . Finally he told 

me that in the eV2nt of a Labour majority at Westminste r he hoped 

tha t Merlyn Rees would continue as Secr~tclry of State . He had 

don e a good job and des~rved to be allowed finish it. I presume 

that by this er-aig meant the handing back of power to the 

Loyalists but I did not ask him to el aborate on ito 
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I also met Mr. Jim Fitzpatric~c , a solicitor, who is also part 

O\.,ncr of the Iri sl1 TJe'i>ls. He told. me ttl3. t the Com/tIni ty Conference 

Council Meeting at l-'ort Salon had been a greot Sllceess. A 

particul.arly good raprort had ,cen est'lclished .bet;vccn J()cky 'I'aggart l 

vlho is one of the leaders of the UDA in IJorth Belf'lst ancl SCDmus 

Loughran of Provisional Sinn Fein. Fitzp1.tr1ck made it clear to we 

that the people 'Hho ['art ic ipa t cd in the Conferer:ce f I'om tlle IRA sid , 

'i>Tere either off i c ial Sinn Fein or non-v iolp.nt P rovi sJ onals. To the 

best of his knowledge, there '\'le1'e no Fl'ovicional gunmen CLt the 

Conference. The contacts between Provisional Sinn Fein and UJA 

have only been t:::tk:ing place since; the UvJC stoppage and ar(3 in 

Fitzpatrick's opinion a very valuable side-effect of the stopragG. 

A rapport between the two groups at community level is being 

gradually built up but he '\vas unable to a~;: ; ess v/bat the eventual 

results of this cont~ct might be, though he is clearly convinced 

tbat 5ts genAral effect will ba a good ope. 

He himself has had contacts with some ef the hardl,in0 }'l'otc:,tc..nts 

for a considerable perjod . He is a man of great ~inccrity and froT 

,.,hn.t he told me , qu:Ltc~ considerable physi8[~l cour:igc as ,\·1e1.1 . t .. t 

the time when the Protestant as-assinaticn campai~n wos at its 

beight, he ',.Jas so emotionally upset one morning tl1a t he drove 

s traight into tne Shankil] Road to confront. Tommy Lyttle , ( ,\'llOm [h~ 

had met previ cusly) over the sec tarian policy of tt18 UDA . The 

incident took place at the time of the Dublin bombings and 

Fitzpat r ick asked t o see one of the top UDA men . Lyttle sajd to 

him t hat unfortunately Harding Smith was cut of town that d~y but 

th2t he would t1.ke him to meet Berron. Fit~patrick suspects from 

t his that Harding Smith w~s personally i!NOlv0d in the Dublin 

bombing s tu t he has no more ev j denee tban the J'aC't th'jt he ',-,as no t 

available in Belfnst the day the bombing c took place. Fitzratrick 

met Berron o~ thqt occasion end eescribed him to ma DS a Cbicago-

type gang: ter , dres sed in .:l le!l ther j ac kl"·L. and dnrl: glas se s. 
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Fitzpatricl- 1s own c3tim ~ t c of the Provisionals is that they are ~t 

a low ebb at P!' 8 :;,?n t G. nd t!l,~ t their operQt .ivcs G.re all young bo/:..: 

of 17 or 18. He e stima t o~ th" t in the Lower Falls area , where he 

lives himself thArG woul d n ot be more than sJx full -time gunmen 

amongst the Provision::lls. He also told me that to the best of ·IJ s 

knOlvledg0 Gerry Fitt has been having pr i v:lte talks v71t h 'l'ommy 

Lyt tle of tbG 'CD ', since UH? collapse of the p1..tblic UJ i\"/SDLl-- mc:et.j n '; 

in early l~UgUS t .' '1'[1e se t CJlks are taking plac G on a very conf Ide nt.i;.}_ 

bn.sis and he Ivoul'{ not 'li rh it to be ~,',lldely knOH!1 th3.t he ',·!a5 a\·73. J' C" 

of them . 

Hr. Fitzpatrick i:-- very 1.rlx1ous to COMe dOl·m and talk to the 

Minister about the nec()ncjlL~tion Trust Fund, ;,:'.nd I said thl t th e 

Minister had indic~tGd tll a t he would be ve.r~ happy to see him a f t e r 

his return fror.1 the UnitGd St.Qtes on the 5th of Cctober and Unt i 

would get in touc h with him about fixinG a definite date. Fitz

patrick feels t~ltlt \'J1th tile dCP.1ise of the Co;·,j· nunity :::ele..tio!lS 

Commission , it j s neeesscu.'y to establish 501') 8 sort of ol'r:anisatioT' 

whic h c an enc oura~ 8 and s upr;ort the veru' v 8.1 '--i. 'l.ble C ontue t \vo!.'k '·1 b.: .. , h 

is going on bet~een the varjous co~~uni.ty g~oups in Belfas t at 

pI'esent . ':' he :T.an ,'/ho has done the mo st perhaps in this regard tc 

bring the pnramiJjt1ry gr oups on both side s to ~e ther is JOG 

Camplisson an6 fro~ what ?i t zpat r ick told me a WAy apl'arently hHS 

been found to r etain his services for this ~urpose. Fitzpatrick 

told me in ctbSO:1 ute conf'j denee th",t CaJ.ll;lisson "'JOuld ~J lJe att&C;l..::C. 

to his own office, ostensibly as an ordina.ry membe r of his stQff, 

but in f ac t to continue his work i n gett ing th8 conmun1ly Groups 

together. Camplisson's salary wilJ. be aid by the Briti sh in a 

quite extr 'lordinary and round-about way. According to Fitzpatrick , 

he \vas i !1stl'uc.tUl. to \·!rite to Jac :,i e ~~,te'.-ltl.l't , tr;G Clcottisb rd_ei .::~ 

driver, in Geneva and l et hiT'l kno'.! tt· ,,,t CCtmplj sson \vas \'IOrf' it gO ) 

his staff. rl'he result of this is tllat he r eceived a cheQue for 

£5,000 through Stcwart, whi~h i3 to be used to pay CamDli ~ san t s 

salary over the np"{t bw yc:ars . I ~>3.i · 1 to 1· l f. Fit.ZDn.t. .(,j ek th .::. t 

this s eer.1Gcl to iOG tu be an iIlc.!.'~diLle eonpl ex ':J<lY of de01in '; ',·il. (- h 
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the matter and while he was obviously somewh~t puzzled by the 

procedure himself he has accepted it and there it is. I should 

stress that he gave me this information in the strictist confidence . 

and it \<1ould obviously be very dangerous and daiJ1aging for 

F'itzpatrick if. it ever became know that he Hv,S involved in this 

sort of operation. 

l<'itzpatricl/~ also 'explained to me that as a part o\<1ner of the Irish 

News, he has been tryin~ to change the image of the newspaper over 

the past few years . Through a change of their advertising editor 

in Loncion , he bas managed to raise their advertising inco::ie in that 

area from £20,000 to £65,000 . In addition, he was anxious to 

l'E!CI' 1.Jit a progressive young Irish journalist from the South calJ ed 

Healy, who~ the editor was quite Hilling to accept but 'whom his 

other vu'tner, an.d I grttller the major shareholder in the paper , a 

Mr. McSporran, ~Gfused to accept . He has for the mo~ent given u ~ 

any attempt to change the strongly sectarian nature of the paper but 

is eventually hopeful that when the troubles end he may turn it into 

a more quality paper N~ expressing a policy of strong social 

CO!lCern. 

D ' t ' ., b " T • ,< C 11 p '-I Ur).l1g our conversa -l.on l:le were JOl.ned -y a 1'11' • .LJ18.m lv1C·0 urn OJ, v.lt? 

Alliance Party who is married to Fitzpatrick's sister and who was, I 

understand , one of the Allia nce Party representatives at the 

S 1.nnincc1ale Conference. l ·~cCollum struck me as a r ather embi ttered 

and truculent character and during the 10 ~inutes or so we were 

tOGether he spent his time running down the Sur.u.'lingdale Agreement 

and the ineptness of the politicians in ~assing the problem of 

extr2.c1ition b<~ek to the .la '\<1yers . He has tkt faith that the 

legi sI::;. t ion on tt:e extra-ter r i tor ial cour C s Hill be in any Hay 

effective and feels certain that Dublin courts will consistently 

acql..1.i t pereons 1Jrought before it . IIe obviousl.y thinks the situation 

in the North will deteriorate r apidly in about a year ' s tirre and he 

said. the best :)dvice he could give to the Dublln Government v],")s to 

qU:l druple the stl'811g t.1l of its army and to prepare for a fn 1 ] -;~C:;;. l e 
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Har. I1e said that Torthern Ireland vJaS on the verge of a Fascist 

Lu~cover from the rl~llt-{ing Loyalists and when that happened we in 

the Souj~.l!:,ould bcc(Jr~c j n~vi t3bly involved in a miJ i tary way. 

'rho convcrsation tUrned to the JTlurdee of the t vlO judges \oJhich had 

t~)l-;cn place the pr8vious Honday and l·~cCollL1Jl1 W'lS very cynical about 

the aP.Jrcnt emotion '~hich their deaths and funerals had aroused. 

He said it w~s aq jndi~1tion of the insincerity in the co~nunity 

i TTortho.::'n Ireland that on the Catholic side there \<TOuld hJ.ve been 

fAr more people at the funeral of a Provisional IRA man and that on 

the Protestant side it had never been knoun ttl..,t the SDLP had come 

to an RUC man 's funeral. I took l·fcCoLlur.1 to be a Catholic and he 

exhibited n phenoJTl~ron wnich I have noticed amanest otheE Catholic 

mC1'1boI'S of 

bitterness 

the AlliDflcc F~Ety that I have nct , which is that their 

tOHardsc(~Y"1iCiSm about the Gouth tends to be more c:.eep -
( 

sontcd than anything I have come across amongst tfle bardl ;l1e 

Fro t c ::; t c~n t s • 

TOT.!ards the end of our convcrs:1tion, FitzTlEl.trick withdrev' to ' phonc 

De [;rT'ond Boal to see if he 'oJould be williq::; to mee t and talk to me. 

Hc came back to tel.l Tne that he \;as quitc astounded at 50al ' s 

rE-Yl.(; t.ion "lhich had been ouite bluntly tnat he vJOuld , under no 

c ircnr~s tanc c ~, speak to anyone from J),r . ... "i t zGerald ' s Office as ~·Ct t r1. 

he and Dr . rui se 0' '31' ien had Letween th e.l done more damage in 

Horthern Irelani U::::.n any other tv/o men hc coul,i thirY.: of. 

Fitzp'ltrick vlllS obviously very 81nbarl'asscd at this reaction llnd I 

aS~~L'red hi:r th')t I \';;1::> in no I'JaY upset . II('I obvi.ously intends to 

meet Boal lo discuss the matter further witl! hin but it is unlikely 

tho.t if this is -~oal' s initial frnme of m~nc1 , he will chan.ge Ito 

I r~l so had a meet in8 'T1 th a Hr. John LcGuckian, a Iveal. thy Ca tholia 

business man in Clou~h~ills . He owns three or foul' shirt 

manufacturinG cempanios throu~hout the north of Ircland &nd i.s ill the 

(;111'.i01J3 position of being a Cntnolic emr)loy'~r in one of the stl'on'-'c"t, 
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f1'otestant enclaves in ~Iorth :~ntrim. Over 9l;~~ of his staff at the 

Clollghmills frlctory are 18isleyitus and amon;;st his \<101'kers is the 

10c 21 he~d of the ~DA , and the forMer head of the B-Specials in the 

area. During the L~C stop~age he had no problefus whatsoever and 

until the power eventually failed all his workers turned up each 

day. I asked him if he felt expos ed in any way as a prominett 

Catholic in the middle of a strone Protestant enclave and he 

admitte~ frankly that while there was always the possibility of 

some nut-case wanting to kill him, he d.id not think his chances 

'Ilere Dny 1')01'50 ttlan those of any other Catholic in the lJorth . 

HcGuc 1dan, as \'Jel1 as beine a prosperous business man , is also on 

the Doard of Ulster Television and is a Director of Allied Irish 

Banks. He fil' b11y believes that there ~·!ill C8 no major confrQntati ctl 

bet.i'icen the t\ . .ro cO!'!lmunities. From what he knOvlS of' the Protescahts 

in the Cloug!m.iJ Is ond .3ol1YT'1ena 3.re<1 and f ror.l hj s other plar~~s 

SCD t tel'ed around the province ~ he is qui te <.: onv inced thD t thc} l{!1O\'; 

they h,lve too much to lose :tn any s lc h confro!"Jtc.tion . They ce.::t,(, :"nl.,/ 

believe that they would eventually wjn out but they thin~ that the 

price ",'ould bp 1'<.11' too high . He said tha t the happiest men in 

Northern Ireland today were in many instances the ex- J - Specials, w ~ 

did not mind shooting Catholics in tnc old days but nO\·j that the 

other side hau .. s.lzeable su)ply of arms a.nd [;uns the ball ga'"fle had 

become quite a different one . 

He is very ~irn~y uf the opinion that tnlngs h,ve changed radically 

i n the last six ye~rs and tha t the Catholic population have been 

admitted to areas of power and influence which we r e never open to 

theT!': u..)forG c..n,~ ~he Protest,;.nts re'li se and accept th~t there C3.11 

be no f,oin£: bacl;' on this . He sRid one might e.:lsily get the 

impression in Belfas t th't tne two co~nunities were at one anotherls 

throats and were .:l~out to embark on a campaign of mutual annihilation 

uut in his opinjon this is a phenomenon of the 3elfast ghetto ratbe~ 

than a refJGction of the thir~ing in the more rural ani small-town 

n.l'eas of the pro\[ j nc e , As an ins tl'..nc c of the dif 1. erence in clj.!11" te 
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from 20 years ago, he; mentiolled th :l t the local Catholics in 

Clou[;hm111s, of 'hThom thero \01 2 1'0 not many, tried to start a hurling 

team in 1948 and thCl.t the posts 'Her·:; cut dO\l!l1 by the local 

Protestants and every Catholic house in the village h3rl l~s windows . . 
put in one dark night except, he added ruefully, his own father1s 

house, which was nat~rally somewhat ernbarrassln~ at the tirre. 

HO'hTever, he is quitG confident thnt if a similar propos ~l got 

under way frol.l tHe Catholjc cOM.nluni.ty in the area today, trIe lO~~2.1 

Protestant population would not dare to op~ose it. 

l1cGuckian said that he did not 1..,reep any tears 2.t the coll'lp~e of 

Sunningdale. He felt that the agreement H11i("h \-Jas reached trler;3 

was an unre~l one in that it left out a subst~ntial proportion of 

the Protestant population. The Convention will at leas t make the 

blo populatiol!~) confront one :lnother aEd ,;hiJe he does ~10t l:noiJ 

whecher it., ,·rlll WOl'le ot' not, he feels _~i., is star-:".i.nr, uff i'rom a 

thern, that the P rovisional I:t:~ are the onLy peopl'2 ·Jho ll[;.V8 

consi stently read the si tuat ion cor.l'(:.c tly '3.ncl the) t they ,rt re !'ight 

in assessing that the British will pull out. Ae does not sec a 

total blood-l'ath si tuation eFlcrgi!1g i'.t'O!!! this and S2.y:..; th:tt Lhe 

nU.J:lbe .r of deaths will procaJ::il:1 not be :!1().r~) tban a thous:wd or so, 

which would be quite tolerable and in line with what th0 prov 'ncc 

has been putting up with over the l~st few years. He also feels 

Ul"1.t the British metho(l of c0l"f1l'cns8tiotl p2.ymc'lts fo r dal:l;:',~ed 

pl'operty and particularly their paY:-i1ontJs for cL);lsequenti;lJ. 10 .. s of 

earnings because of bomb daM:lgo, has been the ~ost critical factor 

in 0 natling the bOlnb ill~; to cor: tim18. In add it ton the l)aymc~n t of 

Sac ial Securi ty duI' 1n~: the tT,iC s tr ike , . .,ras tbe JD ·_-tin fac tor that 

enabled the stril{.e to continne. He h.LliiseJ.f paiJ oc:t morlJ in 000i'-.1 

Security than he \.Tou).d normal] y payout in ,\:a~es. 

He expressed cO'lsidol"able res r:.:ntment at the Taoisoach ' s stat()l1ent 

after the fall of the ~xecutiv8 that C€cn~sc of t~e level of 

v iole nce in >T ~'I l' J L ' IWl'C 1 peop (~ l.ll Ldk ;-]outh \)er9 noi!J b!:.!g:i.nni.rlg to 

----~--~-~ 
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1 t!1emcelves l' f they reall v wnnted uni;ication with the NortJ1 . aSt( . . •. ;> . J - -

'_'his had done immense d m':-t~e ~o the morale of the CathoLi c co';tl1UGity 

at a time 1,'I11en 'chey Here already reelil1r~ from th-.; collanse of Lhe 

Executive . EcGuckian -'I::1S extr0iJely hitter about this s peeC':!h and 
. 

said 1I ~'J i th friends like this \'18 don't need e nemie c 11. - He made it 
Lv.;.(~h:-vt,'-z. 

clear that he was not askin~ Jublin to intervenefobut it is absolutely 

essential that :J.t reeular inter'vals we ma\ee sufficient Doises to shry.,' 

the Protestant community that '.'re are comnitted to tbe ultimate 

protection of the minority . Tbis is the bare mi!limwn thnt the 

exposed Catholic community can expect from "their so calle rl Southl1rLl 

friends". 

I al so had '1. er ief mee ting 'Hi t h t,1r. Gel' ry ~ uigL;y, of thl~ InTO, 1,·;bo 

said that the murder of Judge Conaghan had shocked middle-cl~ss 

Catholic s but in hi s as se s sment '.·lOuld hCl ·re had very little effec t 

on t:le '.'!Orking-cl3.ss Clltholics i'l the gl1c~to areas. It is firn,'Ly 

believed in all circlGs in 3elfast that the niurder of the two 

judges \Vas not Cl decision of the Belfast 'Crj,sade of the.; IRr~ but 

was taken by Toouey or O' Jonnell in Dublin. He is of the opi~ion 

that Brian Faulkner is not as totally dis~rddited at present as 

many people think. Faulkner. j,s pl.".ying a very clever -Tai tIng gai'1G 

at the moment and he will not risk a hwniliating defeat in the 

Westminster elections. Faulkner ' s moment for re-l~unching hi~self 

amongst the Protestant populatIon will come when something 

particularly abrasive ani sectar.ian happens on the ]-rotestnnt side. 

This is an old theory of ~ uigley's and it is too u~r.ly to sny wheth~r 

in fact it will turn out as he foresees it but it is at least 

interestIng to note that he does not think that Faulkner is complete~ 

ly finished politically as yet . 

Quigley also mentioned th~t the recent problems about buildinfl a 

Catholic church in the Cavehill area need nc~ver have at tscn. It 

all 1,":1S due to 'dh1.t he called th -: idj_ocy of tile locnL pal'isb 1'1 ~st. 

The re'l.C tion .:lmon,~s t tbe 10c'11 Cn tholic CO'711nuni. ty 1,·1:1.S that j t was an 
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~ ent irely stupid move :.J.Gd at Cl. very dcJic'lte til!18 allJ 'dD.S bourl1 to 

trigger off the type o~ reactjo~ it did from the I rotestan~ 

CO I!w1unity . In passinG he also mentioned to me that he con:,i:iered 

Ei shop Phil b'in to be totally oat of touc h ',1i th .the ~~i tua t .LOJ1 '.nd 

to have no roal grasp of what was happeni~g to the Catholic 

communi ty on the ground. I should a lso add that Pitzpatrjck 

me'1 t i Jned prec.1. scly thG Sll:ne poj nt to me in more ~sneral tertlS 

and expressed thd view that tto position of the Catholic hler3rc~y 

in thE ~orth was beco:1ing more and more insupportable and that the 

time 'fTaS coming when lay pcoplz like hirn:.;el f ,'lOul,1 have to st;lnd 

out ani tackle the church leaders . 
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