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l 

A meating W{)s held in Iveagh House on 22 April, 1974~ b(.t~ileen 

Messrs. Fitt und DevItn of the SDLP and thoca members of the 

Governrnent who were present at SunningdalG W 0 were avnililblo 

Tho r dnlstcrs pre~ont wcr t e Taolseach. the 

Tanil ste, the Min star for Foroign Affairs, the Minister for 

Posts and Tel. egrap 15 and the} 1', in1ster for Justice: the 

Attorney General \!as olso prescnt. The following 1s a summary 

of the main points to emerge from the meeting. 

Messrs. Fitt nnd Devlin did not corn with specific instructlon~ 

from t1 eir ParI.<Y. In Cl numbQr of respoc"'$, they halt! opposed 

opinions and in g8 oral it \c'lS clear that t.hey had not settled 

on any juint line of uppronch 'for the moeting. At ono stcJge, 

Mr. Dcvlin mndc it. clear that they woxa both expressing person:"!l 

opinions and had n Party line on this matter. Accordingly, 

the discussion wa quito inccnclusive and it \.Jas agreed at !. c 

end of tho meoting that t {) SDLP ahou1 r 1 go back to th ir own 

Party. nnd come bnck If ith tl firmcl.' line, £'0110','I1ng \' hich a 

joint attempt would be mado to settle on Cl 5ui\.ablo timetable 

for ratification <..nd ir.lplcmcntntion of Sunningcialo. 

10 Cl considerable (?Xc<.:!nt, Mr. F1tt soemed to "'ct as n i:ld locat -' 

for Mr. Faulkncl'. Hc adopted Cl baslcally optimistic attitude. 

He expressed the view that the Executive would hang tOJethor 

and plt::ccd conf:.iidcr21ble ,·tress on the support giv~n y 

Mr . V/iInon t 5 flrm lino and by the results ()f the opinJ.on poll 

published last ~eek . On the Council of Ireland. he C'xpressed 

tho view thut Mr. Faulkncr could carry hiG Party w1th him, 

. so long as we proceedod gItldually: he could not se 1 

the whole Sunningd()lc packtlge at present . Ho \\IDS tit pains 

to streGs Hr. Faulkncr'$ difficulties and, in QenerDl" 

seemed to havG ccn~>idcrc:lblo symputhy for Mr. Pi:tulknc,-:'s 

approDch at thic ~t.)go~ 
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Hr. Davlln. on the other hand, ~doptcd 3 f"uch more pessimistic 
ttituda. Hc s id that t.'iX'. Hey l3radford was having 

dlscus510ns wit} rnembcre of thQ LoYi411!:t Coalition, incluaing 
Lnud. Tilylor nod Harry T ;ct. Bradford 5ccmed to bo work!n 
towards un oX[>i1onion of the Executive to erabriice the Off· c1~1 
Unionist Purty, apparontly VJit il view to becoming 1 'ador of () 

o nitcd pnrt.y .?lnd Chief tAini$tc of the Exocutivc. Bradford, 
and also F ilulkner t seCi. ed t th . ok that the SDLP ~ould accept 
a \'J teriog down 0" Sunningdale. In particular, Bl"udford 
scemed to think t.h()t tho SDLP would accopt him c'lS Ch ef 

This was n<..t so; 
the SDLP~ as Party, \"il$ prossing for full ratificationo 
HorcovGr. tlwy hn om{' undcrs'tanding with faulkncr but \ 'ould 
never know " .. twre they tcod with J radfoxd. 

!l:'. Dcvlin strosr.ed that he personal y und 11 r:lcmLcrs ef his 
PDrty were untur greut prasc:uro from thoir c1cctorata. 
arising from the recent 'ncrOQ5C in intcrnm nt. They h~ 
.ntercd tl e E~ocutive. on cendltion that thero could b pro<Jresr. 
1n rospect of 3 things .... policing, 1 to moon and 'he CO' nel l 

of Irclc1nd. In r(?spect of all of t.hese, they "lore now fnced 
with retreat rfth~r thn advanca. Unloss there ara large scale 
relau~ec of internee he wns thinking strongly of resigning 
on tho '20th Moy . ' 

Both l'Il.~ .. Fitt .:mu hr., Dcvlin ctated that they favoured early 
ratiiica ion f Sunningdnl. but with $tagcd implementation. ' 
nlCY muntioned th ... t thoy hud put this idea to ~,Ir. Mcrlyn Rees 
at Cl filO'eting lDst \Ieek. Ur. l1cvlln did not cXpI' ss any clQC::~ 
vie,'1 on whet th~ !;sible zt\lgeo:> lll1ght bo. Ur. Fi ·t, }nwaver. 
raad cl latt r to h1m from 1.~. F,ulkner (copy <li:Ct)chr:d ) which 
bot out propoG;)la broadly $imiLJr to thoso alre~dy conveyed 
in Hr.. F"ull~nar·~ lattor5 of 3.1. t.\arch and 3 P pr!l to thu ToO G () •• 

i.c. a Counc.tl (,·f l.c~li.lnd without c-xocu ivc f nctions initiallYf 
l)u~ r ~ nr.bl. f ~. 1 i cl 1 i ht ~ t ~ y - ~ ... n~ pol c n<] an lum-A{\ r 9 's c1Sp C 5~ UO;! 

aot'o cl at Sur-no n",c'ril ~.nc. for D ), ') • ~'.J of D cri.s o. 
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