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Mise. 

F. 2. 

1 . The Taoiseach called on Mr . Uilson at 11 a. m. and -they 

had a private talk for about 40 minutes . A record of this 

private talk is being made separately. The Tanaiste, 

¥~. Corish, and the Minister for Foreign Affairs then joined 

the meeting . On the British side t e Foreign and Co nwealth 

Secretary, Mr. Callaghan, and the S cretary of State for 

Northern Ireland, Mr. Rees, joined Mr . Wilson. Also present 

were the follo\'ling: - On the Irish side, the Ambassador in 

London (Dr . O ' Sullivan), Mr. D. Nally and ~tr. M. I~c Conghail 

(Department of the Taoiseach) and Hr . C. melan (Department 

of Foreign Affairs): and on the British side the British 

Ambassador in Dublin (Sir Arthur Gals\vorthy , Mr. Philip 

Vloodfield and Mr. R . Seaman (Northern Ireland Office) and 

Lord Bridges (Cabinet Office) . 

2 . Mr . \~ilson inv ' ted the Taoiseach to run over t e ground 

they already had covered in their private t 11" . The Taoiseach 

said he exp'essed the view that Sunningdale should be signed 

quic <ly . The Council of Ireland coul then be established 

which \ ould mean that the police authorities link d with the 

Council could be brought int operation . This ould enable 

the minority in the Nor-h to identify with the police . s 

regards secur ' ty on the border , our deployment of ~olice as 

50% higher than it ''las five months ago . The Law Enforcement 

Commission was expected to report within the next week ith a 

recommendation for extraterritoria arrangement . Once thi 

1~~ d~~n legislation could be passed very quickly . The 

(7 166)16 11 67 . 5.00U. 9-71. F. P. G:!8 . 
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2 . 

number of cases of fugitive offenders 'as actual y quite small; 

some 20 or 21 people out of a total of 31 in respect of \'hich e 

had received requests, the remainder being either in the Jorth 

or imprisoned for other offences. Under the ex·traterr i torial 

arrangement we would have the same provisions as in the case 

of murder charges undo t e 1861 Act which had recently been 

reactivate.:.1. p r.... frol1' .... 1 this there were regular meetings 

of police chiefs and their subordinates \'lhich were taking 

place fortnightly or 'eeklT in some c ses. 

Tilson confirmed that what bad been said by Mr . Rees 
ga. 
I) use of Cormnons the previous day during the Northern 

re and debate and in tle earlier meeting wi ~-:r. raulkner 

represented Government policy. mhey supported the Nor-hern 

Ireland Constitution Act, the ssemb y, p ari g in the 

Exec tive and the S nningdale agreement, no they intended to 

stand b al these. At th same time they h d to take into 

account morale in Northern Ireland after the General Election . 

The morale of Mr . Faulkn r ' s supporters should improve follO\oJ-

ing t he statement \oJhich Mr . Rees had made regarding a four 

years lif for the Assembly . 1 e hoped that this would be 

a trump card ag inst the efforts of the hard - l ' ne Unionist 

to br ' ng down the Assembly . There vas b ' partisa support in 

the ou"'e of Commons for the continuation 0 Government .>Olicy 

in these matters . As regards the n w ','avo of violenc by the 

Provisionals they probably considered that it 'as the right 

time to make a new push . The impression had insidiously been 

spread that the eneral Election represented reversa of the 

(7166)T()1167. 5,OOlJ. 9-71. F.P.-G2H. 
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ssembly vo-te Jut the Executive \'las doing a good job and it \'Jas 

nON a question of moving forward to sign Sunningdale . Pe had 

talked ith both Gerry Fitt and Faulkner . Fau11-ner ' s position , 

and that of the Alliance too , required further reassurance in 

the area of security . Faulkler vas looking for r su ts i the 

handling of violence, the La,., Enforcement Commission and 

physical co- operation on the border . Could we ensure that 

there vould be early movement on a\v enforcement through the 

extrat.rr ' tor'al solution? Pc m st n'lt lose momentum b cause 

of the Easter recess. ~ould it be possible to get the report 

before Easter? 

Hr . r'oodfield said -that their information 'Jas that one of the 

Irish members 'las not at pr sent ava i lable . To them, it seemed 

that extradition vas the best, solution . 

4 . The Minister for Foreiqn Affairs pointc oui: that the 

Co ~i - ion would be meeting 'n London on 8 an 9 April and ' t 
h. b~ 

~ ~A 0 ed that they would be prepared to stay on until Tnursday 

11 pril in order to sign the report . He would further check 

the position regarding one member of the Irish side ho , it as 

suggested , might not be vailable to sign the report before 

Easter . He added t hat it was not he) ful to have the British 

side pushing extradition as the solution . Mr . "ilson said 

that the agreement on extraterritoria ity seemed good step 

forward . ~~ . Rees said he ad one c omment: extradition w s 

preferred on the Br ' tish side and extrat erritoriali ty was 

tl erefore second best . The Minister for Foreign Affairs 

sumnarized the views of the members on both s ' ces , as they h d 

(71()6)HI167. 5.00U. 9,7 1. F.P.-G2~. d 
neen - back . In his vie\'J the Commission should not 
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at this stage get bogged down into questions o~ presentation 

'lt should concentrate on bringing out a positive recommendation 

.; "1 the area in which they could agree. Mr. Rees said that the 

nnmission was independent and the vie\..,s on the British side 

ere not inspired. The "lawy rs" \·,ere stickinq s·t ongly to 

leir views that they were independent. He referred to the 

difficulty about itnesses in the extraterritorial solution. The 

presentation of the recommended method was in his vie-v important. 

The Minister for Foreian Affairs said that reciprocal egislation 

",ould be necessary to provide extraterritorial jurisdiction on 

0th sides of the border . This \..,as agreed. 

5. ~~ . Rees went on to say that the recent series of bombings 

in Belfast, Bangor and other centres had caused great anger. 

There was a public reaction which suggested that the bombing 

had something to do with the fact that there \vas now a Labour 

Government . So far as border security \vas concerned, what 

mattered even more than ·the action 0 being taken on both side( 0t 
he Border would be grass-roots co-operation. He referred to 

the shooting incident in the Lifford/Strabane area some \..,eeks ago. 

Mr . Tilson said that ·the Tao ' seach had referred to meetings by 

the police chiefs and had <>aid that the Counci of Ireland ould 

enable muc' closer security co-operation to e undertaken . He 

enquired as to the prospects of a Ministerial Mee·ting \vhich had 

reen raised in the letter of 20th March from Mr . Rees to Dr . 

FitzGerald . The Minister for Forei n Affairs explained that the 

role of our rmy was different from that of the British Army in 

the Nor'ch . A furt er difficulty arose from the apparent 

difficulties in liaison bet 'Ieen the ritis'l Army and the UC. 

(7166)"1611(,7. 5,OOU. 9-71. F . P.-G:!~ . 
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This as important for co-operation. As regards improved 

communications and technical matters, these were possible and 

could be discussed. ~ Rees said that the recent incident 

regarding the shooting of t 0 soldiers by the RUC was due to an 

administrative accident and not an operational mix-up. He 

referred again to suspicion of the ne~ Labour Government in the 

North. The ne,,,, campaign of violence .;as intended, first to 

test the ,~ill of the Labour Government, and second to bring down 

power-sharing. 11r. Hlson said that this was to some extent 

inevitable but they had to be very careful. All the real 

trouble in the North began after the change of Government in 

June 1970. Fe ,~as not suggesting that what had happened then 

was deliberate y brought about by the change in Governmen·t but 

action J:1ad been taken - i. e. Falls Road conference - "hich 

,ould not have happened had the Government not changed. 

6. The Minister for Foreign Affairs suggested that we should 

ork out a timetabJe moving towards th igning of Sunnin~dalc. 

This \'lould include the Law Enforcement Commission report to be 

followed by an nnouncewent of leg'slation on both sides on 

extraterritoriality. T e Ministeri 1 meeting on Rccurity might 

the. ta ~e place . Such a meeting should be public rather than 

secret , both because it was not re listic to believe that full 

secrccy could be maintained and also because in any event pUblici 

would be important from the point of view of Nort1crn opinion. 

At the same time the British GovernMent should be pressing 

Faulkner to agree to the date for the formal signing . As 

regar ~s ·the meeting on security , this should be a political 

eeting, the Ministers to be accol~anied by civ'lia advisers. 

(7166)T611()7. 5.000. 9-71. F.P. G:! t'. 



TSCH/3: Central registry records Department of the Taoiseach

© National Archives, Ireland

Mise. 

F. 2. 

• l{OlNN AN TAOISIGH 

Uimhir . . ... .... . ... . .. .. ... . ..... . ... . . 
) . 

tr . Rees said that it would be usefu to have defence and 

police e: perts alongside in order too }-l ve t ch ic a vice 

availab e . The Taoisc ch said that the 1iniste~ for Justice 

might meet the Secretary of S -a·te nd th t the "expe ~ts 11 

should remain "outside the door" and their pres nce should not 

be pUblicized. He would have police, rather than army, 

representation. 

7 . The Taoiseach then en0uired , if al thi~ 1 re done , how 

soon could the agreement be signed . Mr . Rees replicd the 

sooner the better b t E' must bring Faul"ner a~o g with '5. 

Some of h " uppo t e ow saying "AI is lost. The 

party is fini h d" . ore defections were expected . He 

suggested that the Tao iseach should continue t king to 

Fau kner . He thought these would be good tactics whil the 

Law Enforcement Commission proposals and security arrangements 

would be going for ard . Mr . Rees a so stressed the need 

fur f rther meet "ngs on the fu ctions of the Counc "l of 

Ire an . e Ministe for Foreign that 

the offici s 1 alre dy reported on the proposed functions . 

There was to have been a further inter- ministerial meeting 

on the ' residue ' of disagreemenl.. on functions but Faulkner 

~as unwilling to have one fo lowing the Genera E;ecti n 

result . ';'hen should they nO~l meet? Timing vas important . 

8. Hr . Rees sa " d t hat security \ las must before mov ing 

on to signing the ag eement . Something must come out of 

Dublin on this . In the course of his recent talks ' n 

Belfast he had formed t e strong impr s~ion t t peory e in 

+~~ ;c ' ~o not li(e Englishmen (or for t at matter, 
(71(16)']'(11167.5.000.9-71. F. P. G28. 
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\·elshmen) te] ling them hat to do. The Executive and the 

Irish Government must reach agreement. There as anotrcr 

major fac or. mat lOul~ b th _ first steps taken by the 

Council of Ireland as regard the Council's functions nd 

machinery? 'as the Council to be smal on functions, with a 

fully designed structure initially or wl1at? The Minister for 

Foreian Affairs said tha't Faulkner must first say how much he 

was prepared to agree to on functions. There had been 

no substantial doubt on structure expressed at Hillsboro\4.;j Pv. 

Mr. i~ilson said that the estab ishmcnt of the Council cou d 

encourage and help secur ' ty and the Minister for Foreign Affairs 

referred to the police authority link as important. Mr. Rees 

said that Fau kner now -'lanteD to ~tlater down the Council in 

order to be ble to sel it to his suPP?rters. 

points he had raised 'las wher it \'lould meet. 

One of the 

Tould it be in 

Armagh? \~ere e proposing t e f 11 Council structure from the 

beg'nning with the Council of Ministers meeting and their 

ecisions published. The Minister for Foreign Af-airs said 

that ther \'las lready basic agr ement that there ,,,,ould be 

executive function • 'his as onfirmed at th Hillsborough 

meeting. The Taoiseach said that t ey had m ~e an agreement an 

everybody should carry it out. Mr. oodfield of the Northern 

Ireland Office said that at the time of the formal signinq it 

must be made absolutely c ear what the functions are to be. 

The Minister for Foreian Affairs s id th t it ,as important to 

settle the functions sufficiently in advance so th t Faulkner 

can say hat they would be when the date of the formal conferenc 

is announced. 

(7166)T611()7. 5,OOU. 9-71. F.P. G2t\ . 
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If Faulkner i~ to be presRed to agree to the announcement of 

date, there must be agreement on the functions before the 

announcement is made. Mr . Rees said that it as important 

for the Irish Government to kee~ talking to F ulkner and to 

expla ' n the position on functions and structures,includin s~G~ 

matters as the meeting place for the Council . The Taoiseach 

said that :E'aulkner had been moving from one thing to another 

to avoid fixing the date for -the formal signing and the 

Minister for Foreign Affairs said tl)at re as no 0 'P sing 

executive functions although he had greed at Hillsborough 

that they should consider a report from officials defining 

functions for the Council. The officials had dra\·m up a 

number of lists of functions defined for executive action, 

executive decision and or harmonization nd .0nf:U tation. 

There was also a lis '. of funct.ions on which agreement was not 

reached among the officials . These included mat·ters such as 

animal diseases a cl ins ~tutions of science and art . There 

'ItJas a need to fireproof Faulkner but \..,re must be able to move 

for ard at the same time . 

q . Mr . callaghan said that Faulkner must e made to jump 

the hurdle . He has got to go on or otherwise he is finished . 

You can ' t go roun Aintree twice . He must be m de to tak 

jumps and i£ necessary ould have to be pushed . There were 

a number of matters that \..,rould be useful for the Council of 

Ireland to take up such as touri~m and the developm~nt of the 

The Taoiseach said that Faulkner ,..,ras n 

proposing that there should be different structures for the 

Council of Ireland . Hr . Wilson said t hat he cou d not hav e 

(7166)1 (, 11 67. 5.00u:\:J::l7-l.o\- !P. G28·. e Br i tish Government had accepted Sunningdale . 
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------------------------------
There \.;ere grave doubts that the SDLP ould ho d on if 

Sunningdale were renegotiated. Mr . Rees said t at providing 

4 years for the Assembly was one thing bu·t if sufficient 

numbers of Faulkner ' s sup"")orters defect , pO'l,oJer-sharinq 

will come do ... m . c. Faulkncr would not have ano ther cl • J . 

If he falls flat on taking the first jump , the race is off . 

Mr . \~ilson said that there ill be no race at all if he does 

not take the first jump . Mr . Rees said that Faulkner could 

be down t o only one as an Assembly majority . Bradford could 

defect and brin~ a considerable number 'I,'li th him. other 

likely defectors ere lv"..a.cLachlan , Horgan and Kirk . His 

position as a junior partner to tlC SDLP in the E recu"i:::ivc 

'ould in any case be very difficult . Outside the 1 ssernbly he 

as losing his support even mong the Unionist . omen , as a 

r suIt of the recent bombing campaign . He had been publicly 

and vulgarly abused in the treets of Belfast about his 

"Republican friends" and what they had brought about . 

'VIr . Cal aghan enquired whether , even i·r:: F ulkner got everything 

he anted a~ regards security and the extra- territor ' al 

jur isdic tion, vould go on? If he refused to sign 

Sunningdale would the Official Unionists take him back? 

Mr . Rees said there \'las no chance ox that . If there is to be 

no power-shar i ng , they vIer all b ck to sC1uar one . In t1 at 

event one cou d not ignore public opinion in Great Britain . 

10 . Mr . ~ilson said that he did not think that any reliable 

~oll had yet been taJen but , ' n his v ie., public opinion on 

t he issue of Nort hern Ireland at present could be summed up 

in t e phrase "pu l out and l~t them cut each 0 her ' s thro ts" . 

(7 166)T () 11 67. 5,00U. 9-7 1. F.P.- G2H. 
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At present there as ctro g bi-partisan support i Par iament. 

::?ym and vie a ere ful y eng ged in m ' nt in'ng tpis. It 

\,'as terrib y inpor ant that tr two fro t bench co s 0 0 keep 

togetr r on Northern Ir and po icy. Danger wou arise if 

any attempt were made to make Northern Ireland an issue i a 

ne . G neral El ction. Heath had seemed to be 11 laying hoo1<.y " 

fter the last election ' tn th offpr of the ~ip to the Anti-

Sunningdale Unionists. itela,oJ, Pym and Carr seemed to have 

put a stop to that hut he did not know ~ t Carrington ' s 

position had been. So far as th Labour Governmen ,'ere 

concerned they remained firm on the bi-partisan approach . If 

there· q a return to dir ct rule , t n 'ssue of the soldiers 

servins 'n the ~orth could wcll bring about an "agonising 

r appraisal~. Mr . Rees said that it 'as no ' ceahle that mong 

n 'Conservativ_ M ~her~ 'r the Hou c of Co~o there vas little 

interest in the ~rth and many ould support getting out. 

eath himself, ho\ever, was firm . Mr. i l son aid t at there 

..,ere two other anxietie . First, the SDLP ould ave nothing 

to live for in a direct rul situation . Second, the reversion 

to direct ru e ,..,ould be against a different psych0logic al 

situation t an before . rhat hope would there b in finding 

further solution? It would s em that a hope 'ouId h~n 

be de"'troyed. Mr. Call 9 an said that the Taoiseach had 

deliv red an alful lot on status but the q estion now being 

lsked as hat cid he do to revent"m y shop" Ol ' Tn home" on 

th ~, n1ilii 1 from being blO\'n up . The Tanaiste s i that 

there 'as nothing that e cou d do to elp as regarcs violence n 

Belfast . that Border s curity vas 

importan + + protestants and more could he done in getting acro~s 
(7I6())T611()7 . .5 .00U. 9-71. F.P.- G:!H . 
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our actions with a vi~7 to appealing to Protestant sentiments. Although there was no guarantee that Border security on our part' would help to reduce violence in the North, the individual on the Shankhill Road would fe I better . Mr . Callaghan added that, in that event, Sunninga le wil be seen as helping. The Minister for Foreign Affairs pointed out that, in fact, the Border "las not an important element in the campaign of violence hich was basically indigenous . There was a propaganda campaign based upon an emotive reaction . The Government in Dublin had not thought it desirable to refute this directly so as not to call Faulkner a liar. hat vlas involved here was the exploitation of a myth and all concerned must now demythologise this myth. Mr. Callaglan said that the violence was basically indigenous bu t that it ",as a highly emotional issue . Mr . Rees said that there was substance in it to the extent that the bombing emanated from people there supported by organizations in the South . l~en he asked Unionist groups who came to talk to him what they 'ould do to solve the 
pr oblem all he got was gut reaction like "shoot ev rybody on sight" . There \vas a general belief that all the gelignite used for the bombs in the North comes fro the South . S me ~lieve t at everything comes from the South . The Minister for Foreign Affairs said that these sort of remarks and 

s'catements must be dealt with . The t ruth must be brought h me to the people in the North . If Dublin denied such statements , they won l t be believed. The British Govern ent must "come clean 11 - he was c r' tical of the last Government in this matter .. Mr . "ilson said that whatever can be done within limits i 1 be r1nne . Tt '·:as important that whatever we were dOing should 
(7 166)T61167. 5,000. 9-71. F.P.- G28. ~ snl'"'t .. 0 )e aone . They were faced with a "tight y knit group 

l~_~~----------~--~----------------~--_~. __________ ~J 
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of oolitically motivated men" - a sort of .l: rnell in reverse 

group . 

he p . 

If we can together depoliticise t e situation it ould 

Stan Orme 'VIas doing C"eful \'lork in this direction. 

11. ~~ . Callaqhnn said that, as he saw it, there were three 

~. ings th t Must be do e . One was to get Fa lkner to sign 

Sunningda but in order to get him to do so Sunningda e must 

be seen to have securit benefit for the North and that means 

dealing ith -he Border . The third point as that respons ' bi

lity for de ling \. ith indigenous violence must be placed on 

t e people in the North . . Rees agreed but placed gre ter 

emphasis on the Border . Al the viole ce that happens is 
seen as being done by "your representatives" . "They are either 

your nationals or ·they use your flag and so it is believed as 

coming from you 11 • Foreian Affairs said that 

these ere myths but myth is in itself a fact and muC"t be d a1t 

ith . The Irish Government were prepared to move quickly on 

extra-territoriality and the meeting of Ministe-s on security but, 

in turn, the British Government must say that the security 

problem is not a Border issue . ~tr . Callaghan said that the 

order of priorities should be: first, get the Border right; 

second , sign Sunningdale . Mr . TilRon said th t the a nnounce-

ments on extra- territoriality and the Ministerial meeting M' ght 

e publisheo on tre same day . Time was not on their s · de . 

Faulkner must be made to take the first jump. ~ eeks of de ay 

in t ese matters could only weaken the situation . The Taoiseach 

greed that the longer the signing was put off the worse the 

situation lill become . Mr . Hi .son sa ' d t' at n important 

uestion was whether he could sign without the breakup f the 

~=ecutive • The Minister for Foreign Affairs said that the 

functions must be decided ithout delay . Mr . Rees said that 

:uncti ons could be decided but that Faulkner ·as concerned about 

.1inisters meeting in a symbolic place suc as Armagh . as it 

proposed that there should be some great edifice to re~ nc 

(7 .[ ,: . 1--;-. HJU. ';·7:" .1'. 
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Stormont to house the Councjl of Ireland? It was very 

import~nt to be clear in advance as to the extent to which 

co-operation ~i I take place. 

2. Mr. "lson then suggeste the following stage in 

timing: 

(1) The Law Enforcement Commission report and the 

ministerial n~etinq on -ecurity to be nnounced. 

(2) Quickly after.ards, the meeting to agree on 

functions. 

\ 

(3) The announcement of the date of the formal conference. 

It was import nt to have the functions decided before the 

'-=or al si]ning d e 'as announced. The Taois ach ~aid that 

simultaneously the agreement to ~iqn Sunn'ngdalc mu~t be 

announcec1. 

important that there should be pressure from the British 

Government to get F ulkner moving since prec~ure f OID Dublin 

as 

~a~ count~rproductive. ~~ __ ~_'l_s~o_n_ enquired ~ether there ~as 

any reason 'l:J y th Law Enfor ement 

be mad pub ic du ing the Ester c Csc . I 

r~port co d not 

s agreed t at 

it s ould be b ished fter Easter ~hic was n emotive 

~~~~s~o~n said that in t atc se, with the Law period. 

Enforcement Commission r port a Tailab e at Eas er to be 

pub ished in th fo 0 i ng eek, th j int eting on s r y 

coul then be a nou ced. At t eco d stage t e meeting on 

security and h ions meeting bet een ortl n Sou cud 

take place a most simu taneously . The third st ge, th 

nnounc went of the form I date for ratific tion youl then 

follow . The ~ inister for Foreign ffairs then ~uqgested that 

(7166)16 1167.5,000. 9-71. F . P .-G2~. 
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there should be a private greemept in advance about th d~t 

for the fo m 1 signing. Mr. ~ilson suggesteo that the date 

,..,ras b~ginning to emerge. 1 . Rees said that this ",ou 1 

depend on ho,,; quick y the two ear lier s tagc"" co Id be conc lu ed. 

Th~ MinistGr for Forei~n irs st tea that Iced lation on t}"le 

La ' Enforcement repo t could be introduced on the 23rd pril 

hen the D'il resumed and could be enacted ..,ri-hi a couple of 

weeks. The T oiseach s~id that, p~' , =asc, they co ' ~ ~·m 

(pWly 
C0n- rence to take p y. Mr. Rees 

urqed caution against making assumptions. It as important 

to get tre Law En orcement report and to have it imp emented. 

The cinister for Foreign Affairs said that it as therefore 

essential to push the La ' Enforcement Commission for n 

immediate report and the British Government could help here . 

13. Mr. Rees returned to discu~sion on B rder security. 

He said -hat tpere 1ad been 44 incidents in one recent wee 

They must feed into the talks on co-operation what exactly 

they were trying to do . The Taoiseach said they must stick 

to reality rather than ·to myths. There had been 108 deaths 

in the ~10rth from violence associat~( with po itical 

motivations in the past six months . Of thes 18 had taken 

~lace in Border areas and 12 of these 8 occurred in the 

Crossmaq]en area. The Minister for Foreign ~ffairs r ferred 

to t"TO documents ,.,hich had been received a most at the s e 

time ·the previous day . One as a letter from the Counsellor 

in the Bri-tish Embassy \,lhich claimed that the cro"'srnag en 

area, '" fully patrolled . The other as a re~ort from the 

Department of J stic regarding n · ci cnt ~ich c early 

(716(»)HII()7.5,Oq1J . ...!:l-)-.f~ Ci2ill _d the complete lack of security ction in that area. 
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\ e cannot control security in he orth. ~. Rees said t at 

there were different approaches in method between the RUC 

and the Army and in the area in question ~he police cannot 

engage in patrolling because they would all be killed . The 

Minister for Foreign Affairs said that this was a case of men 

stopping vehicles without any action being taken by the 

security forces even t 10 hours after they had been notified by 

the Garda S{ochan . o the South side of the Border every 

road was being patrolled but it was impossible for the Irish 

patrols to cope 'ith ' no go' areas on the other side • 

.!..=:..!-~~:;.;" l=.s=o=n said that these m tters could be dealt with at the 

ministerial meeting . He sa progress in security dev eloping 

as a result of both the proposed minister "al meeting and 

co-operation under the Council of Ireland. 

14 . The T ' naiste asked what the British Government lere go ing 

to do abou·t Fau lkner who had no said that he did not ant the 

Council of Ireland unless it as comp etely watered down. 

Account must be taken of the SDLP ~osition in such an event . 

Furthermore Sunningdale had been sold to the Irish people a 

representing a Council of Ireland with executi ve f'nctions . 

A~ . Wilson said that , as he had stated at the beginning of the 

meeting , they were all committed to Sunningda1e . 't!fuat they 

had been dis("ussing \-vas finding some means of giving 

reassurance on security to get Sunni goale ratifiea . T ey 

must avoid producing a situation in the Executive which would 

lead to its break up . At the same tim Faulkner must be made 

to take the necessary jumps that l a y ah ad . On y 1)" th t 

we ns cou_n th y r duce tl--e number that he ']ould later have to 
(7166)1()1167 . 5,OOU. 9-7 1. F.P. :!X. 
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take. The !1inic ter for Foreign ~ffairs saiCl that, so far as 

we were concerned, the Police Authority Bill ~ould be ready 

for introduction fter Easter . 11r. Rees said that it \ as 

importan'c to get some civ' lian Dolicing in the North and to 

get the Northern Irish to undertake security responsibilities 

themselves. At present their att;tude to the British 

Government was: "You get on with it. It as you \'bo tool( 

m ay the RUC". The searches by the 4 rmy lere cont' nuing but 

they must get back to a situation of handing security back to 

the police. Tl"'e Taoiseach mphasised the . mportance of the 

police identification through the Council of Ireland. 

15. t this point Mr . t ilson suggested -hat other matters 

might be c0nsidered at unch . In the meantime the offici Is 

concerned could draft a statement for the Press . The 

discussion at lunch did not bring out ny further vi~ s of 

substance. At its conclusion the draft Press statement 

'as considered and amended. The essentia que~tion ~hich 

gav e rise to most discussion on the draft ,\,las hether Boraer 

incidents were not insignificant in relation to the general 

violenc in the North . The British Government representatives 

present ere not prepared to accept that it should be said in 

the Press statement that Border violence was of subordinate 

or minor significance . The reference in the press release 

to this point is based upon a draft suggested from the Irish 

side nd this ~endment s acce~ted by Mr . ilson. The text 

of the agreed press release is at 'ached, togecher with the 

original draft from the British side . 

(7166)16 11 67 . 5,000. 9-7 1. F.P. - G:!8. 
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Meeting between the Taoiseach and the Prime Minister 
5 . 4 . 74 . 

Agreed Press Stat ment . 

The Taoiseach had talks with the Prime Hinister at No.lO 

Downing street today and as afterwards entertained to lunch . 

The Taoiseach ~as accompanied by the Tanaiste, Mr . Corish, 

and the Irish Foreign Minister, Dr. FitzGerald; the Foreign 

and Commom' ealth Secretary and the Secretary of State for 

Northern Ireland ere also present. 

The genexal political situation and the securit situat 'o~ in 

'Torthern Ire c:mc 'exe rev we. It as agreed t at progress 

in both areas is interrelated. The elimination of violence 

is a primary aim in the efforts to establish stable, acceptable 

institutions with hich the community can identify and a normal 

political life in which those who 'ant changes are at liberty 

to argue for them and to persuade . 

The Taoiseach and the Prime inister agreed that in order to 

ensure the ear y formal signing of the Sunningdale agr ement , 

the necessary preparatory '\ ork agreed at the Sunningda e 

Conference should be completed as soon as possible. It was 

essential to pol ' tical progress that all tile arrangements 

provided for in tile Northern Ireland Constitution Act , the 

subsequent agreement on pO\l'er sharing and the Sunningdale 

settlement should be seen as serving toget er to bring about 

peace , stabil ' ty and progre~s . 

The problem of violence in ~orther Ire and, hich has had 

such tragic conseq ences for so many of its people , was 

discussed . Both Government re ffir ed their determination 

(7166)1(,1167.5,000. ')-71. f.P. G:! X. 
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2 . 

to intensify measures against vio ence. So far as local 

incidents of violence in relation to the Border ~ere 

concerned, it as note that the recent eeries of meetings 

bet een senior officers of the Gard Siochana and the RUC i 1 

lead to closer co-operation bet een the forc s of law ana order 

in both parts of Ireland . 

~hen the Law Enforcement Comnission, agreed at Sunningda e, 

recommends in the immediate future the mos- practical and 

effective means of dealing with fugitive offenders, both 

Governments ill forth ith take the ncces ary action . 

I • 
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