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I Dr Garret Fi t ~~ G C: T.:lld. 
j·1iniste:r for E'o:r'8iG'fl 
88 st stel)tcns Green I DUBLIN 2 
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Nortil8rn Irel(-;nci Offlcc 

Storrnont Custle 

BeHast 8T 4 3:3T 

Or-. 
/- '-J Harch 1 974 
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I 0, .. : .. ; ... ' 
tiThe!) v!8 ~0t on 7 Harch I pro!Di~ed. to send you a note of any points on '"hich "10 

I thou{;ht joint action to deal with terroris:n, l'JclTticularly in tbe border 

'be j !Ilprov8cl. 

I ,,;hich .:lre of couri::G i:Ji:eI'-related. , 

- cperatio~el co-operation and tac}mical co-op~ration. On the op3ration~1 Bide~ 

I an cXGeJ J.8!tt start "·!.3S r.lr..de \dtll 1.1:1:: meeting [:8t'![':;) (:;i1 the COi':';:} :-"s~lvrJ.cr c:;,r.d ·the 

C1'li.ef Cc·m;-!:.",ole on 3 J'n?n;arJr and. there has been some i'm:thc T cvnt~d . "·:ould. it 

I ne';; 10 pocsible to 10110'1') t:'~ i .s up "1ith meeting::; fI.t reglllC!.r i..nte:::"vals, s e.y ;:; orl'~h'J:r: 
b(;:tvJ8en~he h/o Chief Offic~rs of Police and 'behreen the hiO Army Chi.::fs c·f S 'U~ f~? 

I 
I 

The object of those meeting~ would he to d~r~~~ 6t~dies, to consider the g 8nera~ 

t :c('nds, to 8stablj sh cor.:mon Guida:1ce fo1' fu t'.lYO :mti.--terro:::,ist opel'atio:-, ~ and to 

tnc sccu:::'ity ,. - ..... 4.,..'\...'-. 
'. J 1\..' V~"" I "'./ 

of' 

int~11ib-:)ncc and signals) also he.d regular meetings with J~h(;ir ~curJ.tc;r?art.J \;-:1 

I exchtlngt;) sFccialis L informa tion . S:i_r.1ila:dy, could t!~i.ne 1-'0 t be r'eGJ l£:T WGC tirl&;": 

I 
I 
I 
I 

Ijf i~c~'lical experts , such as tl!CSC en..:,;c;.g€d i.n botr.':l disp0sal, foYsn::dc a!ld ~2.::i:;ti·~ 

inve5tig.:lt.i0!1~: and t::'ose !',::s?0r:sible for t~8 s~curi t-y 0: €7.plo3ives , ddc;::-~t0rs 0 +: C? 

If ncccS.3ary th8se rf!gular ::ll?12.tinp could 0·:3 alJ.g:;:c!1.t~d by !:o:::'e fr0 r-!,L1.ent e): ~!! ·s.:J::c s of 

data. 

One of tl:e proble~ i·liuch 
,. 

kno'll' '~lC\l aY8 ,:e11 ef, i" that the re5p8ctiv') .I. a', .... are ~, 

):ol·.?5 of th('; o..!.1Tty and Folice are ~~~ t~'.; S[!~~ n::;rth c.nd. scut}~ 0f t!!.8 bo~:0_~r . G ·=,·.~.:d .l.iV" 

~m !'ec-.ch agrce:::cnt tha~ the poJ.icc <l!'!d the fI'!'i.!'ly on each s~dc of th0 borde r <,;hculd 
, 

£..y~\::- ) 

l-TB;=; wo.st r('adily available 01. tbe other ~ide i·:nsr..8ver Rn iacident occurre d? Ti:i8 

I ' iould. of course in'.'02v'2 a n~:t\,!ork of ~ccure CO~U}'j:~(;cd;'!'Ull.:::' u<:l-.-;c:en aJ.l fOlAr 

I 
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organisations involved. lie ",ould need advice from our technical ex:perts on vlhat 

I ,1as necessary, what it vlOuld cost etc, but could you agree to an early rJeeting of 

communication experts to discu.ss hO\-T such a netv;o::-k might be established, ":ith 

If Vie couJ.d extend the I instructions to report jointly to the hlO gover!lI!lents? 

arrangerJ.ent to include sea-borne operations against gun-ru.nners so l!!uch the 

1 If we could Get somet:u.ng goinG on all these lines, \'le could see it leading pret iy 

I 
rapidly not only to the exchanc;e and co-ordination of plans for future ac~ivity 

be.trleen the various apccialists, but also to the autoJ!latic daily exchange of 

incident r~"Dorts betv!(~en the units concerned and their cross-bord0r counterphrt 
I • 1 after every border incident. To get the full value fro:!! this, -VTe think that these 

reports should be discvsscd at regular, say ueekly, J'leetings for each. sector boh-Teen 

1 police and 801dicrs from both sides of the border to enable plannint; to be kept 

flexible and up-to-date. 
-". 

1 One othel' Fractical point is the cOillplex system ue have at present for either sitlG to 

oblain clo?arancc for cross-torJ.er fl:i.ght~. i'le lUight be able to agree to simy.ll'i. fy the 

1 
1-

1 
I 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
I 

procedare 20 that authoyi ty fo!' such fliGhts could. be given at lOCRl leve2. for 

6p~cific urg8nt tactical purposes. 

I knO't1 that you vrill Hant to cons:i.dor all this rTi th your colleagues; I ;·:ould li1.::e 

to propose t~at a sS3.ll group of ths Hini=:ters mE'.inly conc·.:!rnEd in our tilO gover!l.llle!1ts, 

together ~!i tt a fey! of theil' advisers incluOing of course ar:ny a'i.d police (;r .. icfs, 

should meet confidentially to discuss the problem and our prcposa::"s for i!:l~;lT-Jvi!!g 

joint co-ope:ration. I am asking Sir Arthur Gals'dorthy to iisC1l33 ~d.th you the type 

of points to 'tihich vIe think such a Conference could usefully address i tsell and. to 

give you A. list of border incid.ents since 1 March. 

There is no\'," considt;rable uTgE'ncy about this. The tragic in~idents over las t ·.';8G~,::-.:::d 

serve to stress nOH important it is that sOJ[£:thillg more ~hould be d.one on t~le borde r j;~ 

the lives of innocent .civilians and of the security forces are to b8 sa"led. Anc , i!'l 

p olitical terms , the ne·~d t0 ta.:e action, and to be seen to be takir!b acticn, is of 

v i tal ir:lFcr'tance in order tc create the circur;,stanccs in \-:hich \le ca:} go fonTal'a, ,-:1 't~ 

t he agrcc~cI1t of the }~orthern Irehnd Executive , to\'lards the ro.. tification of the:: 

SunninGdale cOrllll'..mique. I hope , theYefore , that '1:e can very soon proceed VIi th the 

propo~als in this leite~ . 

I 
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