
NATIONAL ARCHIVES 
 

IRELAND 
 

 

 
 
 

 
Reference Code:    2005/4/778 

Title:      Report [?by the Department of Foreign Affairs]  

     on the Ulster Workers’ Council and their   

     successful opposition to the Northern Ireland  

     Executive and Assembly. 

Creation Date(s):    [June, 1974] 

Level of description:   Item 

Extent and medium:   6 pages 

Creator(s): Department of Foreign Affairs 

Access Conditions:   Open 

Copyright:  National Archives, Ireland. May only be 

reproduced with the written permission of the 

Director of the National Archives. 

DFA/5 Department of Foreign Affairs

© National Archives, Ireland



DFA/5 Department of Foreign Affairs

© National Archives, Ireland

• .I 
~ ~ \ \-L \ 

\ , -lC'-J~<+ [t 
• I 1, i) 

.... 
,./ 

'i l' "" ~l 

.. 
hQ : or' . ern IreJ.2. cl 1:,,:ec~1 ,-.i ve i 1,\~:> to.J)' C(' (, 

't 1 • , I' '.(')( Jr, .e::--', 

III 
i . 

1 ) , )1: ~1. I tiC L.r.:: 'U t i v<:: 'n: i L. 

\'2._ i\.J t:' •• C~· c::: u: .. d as it was effec t5 ve . 1 i t.s d ea<Gy " C",U .t), • 

... 

.J 

: . 

..L 

1 ·, c-, 

(; 

it c' 

i 1. ~'. J.; 

qui t ''! une', )ec d.:' 1 J.t i L '.'.'Z-\,' :"ni t i..: . ted i. J·t "~';)';1' 

.3J. 01.,]."\lli!= a. LLO' t"e \ 

1ion . 

. f . ~ . . .l.n ( IOUL' OJ. ::'l1tenl~n-:; ... I 

. 1. .' !t.:~ . 
I. 

tile I lIdu~tl" :i. <\l estates ot j ,:~. , ':'11 I. • .I 

·b.'ne i l1 clica1:ed that the mu s cle \ '!tiS really ,n 'ovidccl :0;: i;', llC 

~ h .:\1.10'. ' '/ f orm of rlasl~ed q Ul1I.,en ",,11 ' :::.aw t \ . • t 

di ~(~ r.: i 'e s to Ca t holics to clea)~ 0 , f t he job wen"'! lJ'1C.:C~ ') .• 

C;,.',11-'\~ lL-I l 1 ,.._., ..... t11' :>1' r ...... ~cn-I .O·,11.·'·: lr) ~\·,·~'r· l')' a'; c. .. r .. .., ; 11' . .... • .... (' • 1 j r-, . ,- ,--, ~ ,- .., - .... . ,. ___ 11. .. al.'''':: al)i:l I r. ... ,.,:\ l' ~: 

• .I 
~ ~ \ \-L \ 

\ , -lC'-J~<+ [t 
• I 1, i) 

.... 
,./ 

'i l' "" ~l 

.. 
hQ : or' . ern IreJ.2. cl 1:,,:ec~1 ,-.i ve i 1,\~:> to.J)' C(' (, 

't 1 • , I' '.(')( Jr, .e::--', 

III 
i . 

1 ) , )1: ~1. I tiC L.r.:: 'U t i v<:: 'n: i L. 

\'2._ i\.J t:' •• C~· c::: u: .. d as it was effec t5 ve . 1 i t.s d ea<Gy " C",U .t), • 

... 

.J 

: . 

..L 

1 ·, c-, 

(; 

it c' 

i 1. ~'. J.; 

qui t ''! une', )ec d.:' 1 J.t i L '.'.'Z-\,' :"ni t i..: . ted i. J·t "~';)';1' 

.3J. 01.,]."\lli!= a. LLO' t"e \ 

1ion . 

. f . ~ . . .l.n ( IOUL' OJ. ::'l1tenl~n-:; ... I 

. 1. .' !t.:~ . 
I. 

tile I lIdu~tl" :i. <\l estates ot j ,:~. , ':'11 I. • .I 

·b.'ne i l1 clica1:ed that the mu s cle \ '!tiS really ,n 'ovidccl :0;: i;', llC 

~ h .:\1.10'. ' '/ f orm of rlasl~ed q Ul1I.,en ",,11 ' :::.aw t \ . • t 

di ~(~ r.: i 'e s to Ca t holics to clea)~ 0 , f t he job wen"'! lJ'1C.:C~ ') .• 

C;,.',11-'\~ lL-I l 1 ,.._., ..... t11' :>1' r ...... ~cn-I .O·,11.·'·: lr) ~\·,·~'r· l')' a'; c. .. r .. .., ; 11' . .... • .... (' • 1 j r-, . ,- ,--, ~ ,- .., - .... . ,. ___ 11. .. al.'''':: al)i:l I r. ... ,.,:\ l' ~: 



DFA/5 Department of Foreign Affairs

© National Archives, Ireland

· ) ". 

in Ule .o,rt}) anJ c.0 r. wlH?J1 he UJ~lJccl ~o:;o. :.st './orker~ to co .)ill2' 

1is'':5 of Catholics r liquidation. 

'1Lroughout the eltirc p~riod th.,.t -:r.io or£1 :1i.S.:lti~~m \'r:\S c.cti.v('~ 

C~tho'ics working ~n the Engineering Industr were the victir s 

of " v icio~., c< \:1 )"i gn of per!~ ... cu tion. ..1alyof the;) leC1: til"'se 

wor ( - 10.)' lJCVC:t" to )0 bacl( aDain: when they :er slo\': to le,: V0. 

I.h - rea t or the L!se of viol.e )CC r:<15 f' '.< loyed aC}aills t them . .\n 

Ulllimi ted ~moullt o. ~. OVl_!, i!J Le hands of ccrta..:.11 leadcJ:s of 

I crso!lali ty eli.I:- el: . ..'ll .(' 

Fu.nds ~w' ,-(:! 

d."llt\IIc1I.(Jd or not accounted for and <l full time organiser ",;as 

; ~·su led to Oil\ re abscond cd for this reC1.~,on. 

Oil 1 •• Q l')(~r . h i.) l i sts . 

La.s t Au t u mn , !;o rlle of the remaining leader!3 "no s t:i.l J. bcli ev .... ; 

T " 0 leadin,) Trade Uni oni_,ts fro I 1l1e 1~(Ht, ';'C C\r.C" ~ " O'l~ i1:0' , 

•• 

tI l e , lo t eH tial cc"' pac i ty o f thp. loy~\l it\' orks.cs to 51:0;'> every t.d.n J 

i .) a <;.le ler a1 stoppag e . 

They i woediately set C!.bout formi n 9 the U1 s Cl' \Jo':l<(> J-~" U .. Ul cil 

Oil .:1. s i mil i r bas is to that o~ L . A. \I} . I\. wi der J-0.Jl<J(~ 01 \':ori Ci~S 

\'.'c:::e in trod uced into the Council . 

· ) ar(~:ll i 1 i t a r y g roup~ , farmer ", and the Orange ()rder . 

general stoj)pag e was planned for 14 th !~ay af ter four other: 

d.'\ tes h.:. .. t bee!1 ur. c d dovm . 

· ) ". 

in Ule .o,rt}) anJ c.0 r. wlH?J1 he UJ~lJccl ~o:;o. :.st './orker~ to co .)ill2' 

1is'':5 of Catholics r liquidation. 

'1Lroughout the eltirc p~riod th.,.t -:r.io or£1 :1i.S.:lti~~m \'r:\S c.cti.v('~ 

C~tho'ics working ~n the Engineering Industr were the victir s 

of " v icio~., c< \:1 )"i gn of per!~ ... cu tion. ..1alyof the;) leC1: til"'se 

wor ( - 10.)' lJCVC:t" to )0 bacl( aDain: when they :er slo\': to le,: V0. 

I.h - rea t or the L!se of viol.e )CC r:<15 f' '.< loyed aC}aills t them . .\n 

Ulllimi ted ~moullt o. ~. OVl_!, i!J Le hands of ccrta..:.11 leadcJ:s of 

I crso!lali ty eli.I:- el: . ..'ll .(' 

Fu.nds ~w' ,-(:! 

d."llt\IIc1I.(Jd or not accounted for and <l full time organiser ",;as 

; ~·su led to Oil\ re abscond cd for this reC1.~,on. 

Oil 1 •• Q l')(~r . h i.) l i sts . 

La.s t Au t u mn , !;o rlle of the remaining leader!3 "no s t:i.l J. bcli ev .... ; 

T " 0 leadin,) Trade Uni oni_,ts fro I 1l1e 1~(Ht, ';'C C\r.C" ~ " O'l~ i1:0' , 

•• 

tI l e , lo t eH tial cc"' pac i ty o f thp. loy~\l it\' orks.cs to 51:0;'> every t.d.n J 

i .) a <;.le ler a1 stoppag e . 

They i woediately set C!.bout formi n 9 the U1 s Cl' \Jo':l<(> J-~" U .. Ul cil 

Oil .:1. s i mil i r bas is to that o~ L . A. \I} . I\. wi der J-0.Jl<J(~ 01 \':ori Ci~S 

\'.'c:::e in trod uced into the Council . 

· ) ar(~:ll i 1 i t a r y g roup~ , farmer ", and the Orange ()rder . 

general stoj)pag e was planned for 14 th !~ay af ter four other: 

d.'\ tes h.:. .. t bee!1 ur. c d dovm . 



DFA/5 Department of Foreign Affairs

© National Archives, Ireland

• 3 • 

l)J:(~(LictaL>lc i. Sseltl')l y votE at ~t(Jr lvlJt beinQ rc: ::o:A:"d~ in f( vou-
.. 

T, e . 'ilnguard l"ovcl.1cn t "cr"'? among 1. c ear y hac' .cr s iOl~ he> 

Their eader, :lJ: . ViUiam er-ail), knew 01 the ,)1, 

fr 11 llC 1)"'»)5 llip.)_ Theil- lIe( dquarters in IInwLl O.'J1(.1CI, "-'c.d • 'f> C 

h~~ .d. d o' 'cr 1 III became the l<:\in base of 0, era tiol1s. 

tril-ers at a time \;hen ;:1:. ,'o.i 

h; d ] ~:ft in h2 te to bur./ «11 At~ , \,. i 1 CC\!1,J.C.1, which t E' cl' cl 1 ' " II 

;1.l1'1 d en .,1r . '. 'c t \J<\5 s till Hili L~:lq O. ....h2 ~)ookie s 0 ).:\)' <. tl t 

) " I f 1 • ;:'1C \',~lll1.n:I:' .... c ore le "ut Ilis mo, cy 0 1 

). t ' l, . .:\del.' i s ;)11 ancic:nt w.:\rrior Cil] J1 Culoncl Peter. !t~.:h 

\. i'lo ,I,~' "-

i I_.J. " T:\.';US 

Lt,' J nded 

Kil.Jare Str.~et lit l," 'll!e j'<F't (;i,o(;l"c.hi) of 
, , ..t..:~ 11..... ~;,n~~ ,...-,.:rj fL s..J. .. ~;:.. 

I J..LL.L"LcJ.ry . ' :(?dE:> cC 'sor~~l \ , 110 would I.1Ve et )r)rr ved 

, " I., J. 

He Jead,; C\ substantial 

,~. )j. 1 ~d ov(,1' il t lhe p;\r aLIi li ta1'Y bu:-. ~ ne ~;~; bee u s e of the u 

,. 

1he OraJY1~ Order throUjb tLcj r rolun".eers gave the stO t)j)~ e 

f ull backing .. 

of the sto.);>ase .!ba~ large · arms dump s were found in i\ nun,: It';: 0 ( 

(JY,'UI1:JC! Halls '.';hil ~ t'le Order still posed C'c; c\ cc -, er ~ 1.;., ") " ( 

und Order . Docwnents found ,.;i th the ilnlS illdicc ~ed 1.. . , 
.. < It,. .... 

the C(~nt:CL\l CO'l:nii,1.eQ of the Grb.11d Orange Lodge of lrela. K~ Jl:\d 

i ssued a di ective to Lodges to organise a trained and discipl ined 

I 
• 3 • 

l)J:(~(LictaL>lc i. Sseltl')l y votE at ~t(Jr lvlJt beinQ rc: ::o:A:"d~ in f( vou-
.. 

T, e . 'ilnguard l"ovcl.1cn t "cr"'? among 1. c ear y hac' .cr s iOl~ he> 

Their eader, :lJ: . ViUiam er-ail), knew 01 the ,)1, 

fr 11 llC 1)"'»)5 llip.)_ Theil- lIe( dquarters in IInwLl O.'J1(.1CI, "-'c.d • 'f> C 

h~~ .d. d o' 'cr 1 III became the l<:\in base of 0, era tiol1s. 

tril-ers at a time \;hen ;:1:. ,'o.i 

h; d ] ~:ft in h2 te to bur./ «11 At~ , \,. i 1 CC\!1,J.C.1, which t E' cl' cl 1 ' " II 

;1.l1'1 d en .,1r . '. 'c t \J<\5 s till Hili L~:lq O. ....h2 ~)ookie s 0 ).:\)' <. tl t 

) " I f 1 • ;:'1C \',~lll1.n:I:' .... c ore le "ut Ilis mo, cy 0 1 

). t ' l, . .:\del.' i s ;)11 ancic:nt w.:\rrior Cil] J1 Culoncl Peter. !t~.:h 

\. i'lo ,I,~' "-

i I_.J. " T:\.';US 

Lt,' J nded 

Kil.Jare Str.~et lit l," 'll!e j'<F't (;i,o(;l"c.hi) of 
, , ..t..:~ 11..... ~;,n~~ ,...-,.:rj fL s..J. .. ~;:.. 

I J..LL.L"LcJ.ry . ' :(?dE:> cC 'sor~~l \ , 110 would I.1Ve et )r)rr ved 

, " I., J. 

He Jead,; C\ substantial 

,~. )j. 1 ~d ov(,1' il t lhe p;\r aLIi li ta1'Y bu:-. ~ ne ~;~; bee u s e of the u 

,. 

1he OraJY1~ Order throUjb tLcj r rolun".eers gave the stO t)j)~ e 

f ull backing .. 

of the sto.);>ase .!ba~ large · arms dump s were found in i\ nun,: It';: 0 ( 

(JY,'UI1:JC! Halls '.';hil ~ t'le Order still posed C'c; c\ cc -, er ~ 1.;., ") " ( 

und Order . Docwnents found ,.;i th the ilnlS illdicc ~ed 1.. . , 
.. < It,. .... 

the C(~nt:CL\l CO'l:nii,1.eQ of the Grb.11d Orange Lodge of lrela. K~ Jl:\d 

i ssued a di ective to Lodges to organise a trained and discipl ined 

I 



DFA/5 Department of Foreign Affairs

© National Archives, Ireland

.. 

• 
.;}.J..,-.ili a.ry force . I 

l()lu 1 ccers h" v ri\ ag d in viol,:'llt activitir, c: (:i.1S( Catllol.i.( 

il th th. 

'-1..1 .i ..1..(. ':' ~; he r . .>n!~e t;ativ. o f t le /ol."lOcr Ulster ~ )c i ) 

Cr) . " 

no lo.je r exists. It was di sbanded ~our years aJo ~ ~ t~r 

I' ) Ci~t<?"j and !.>tro"9 crit.j",:L;1 of it s ~nti-Catholic uch~ i01 ... r ,. 

(, .. )F "~ •• l cd . 

(.;0 • tl'ol - nd :.:() ti va. ted by their v .,d ue.· . The U. D ~ r: . 

~-i.)hOI( 1 off to the U.V.F. frainin0 lacilities for lo~ali~t 

\E\5 tile u Jd~_ ~n' i ~.i..:. J of .. 
-.,0 ';i( t i() (,. 

" . 
lhey \:crc pu t to u. C on tIlC mornino following thc .;.> tt'.!' t 0 - lLc 

:-.to )r,age when they were formed into r\rmecJ uni , s to vi~ . .i·t tile 

cs t r. te5 to .) ("ven t workers returninq to their jobs 'md (.) In':U J 

a net.holl\. f road lllocks that. rcvcnted r:lovemcnt un . ess \Ji th '\~, 

b .lessi!tQ OL t l...! ~o-Urdin()tion Committ e. Responsi1 ility 'or 

!>uolic order vas, by defuul t, 0 " .. to t.heir. ~;,llOUldLf<-

.. 

• 
.;}.J..,-.ili a.ry force . I 

l()lu 1 ccers h" v ri\ ag d in viol,:'llt activitir, c: (:i.1S( Catllol.i.( 

il th th. 

'-1..1 .i ..1..(. ':' ~; he r . .>n!~e t;ativ. o f t le /ol."lOcr Ulster ~ )c i ) 

Cr) . " 

no lo.je r exists. It was di sbanded ~our years aJo ~ ~ t~r 

I' ) Ci~t<?"j and !.>tro"9 crit.j",:L;1 of it s ~nti-Catholic uch~ i01 ... r ,. 

(, .. )F "~ •• l cd . 

(.;0 • tl'ol - nd :.:() ti va. ted by their v .,d ue.· . The U. D ~ r: . 

~-i.)hOI( 1 off to the U.V.F. frainin0 lacilities for lo~ali~t 

\E\5 tile u Jd~_ ~n' i ~.i..:. J of .. 
-.,0 ';i( t i() (,. 

" . 
lhey \:crc pu t to u. C on tIlC mornino following thc .;.> tt'.!' t 0 - lLc 

:-.to )r,age when they were formed into r\rmecJ uni , s to vi~ . .i·t tile 

cs t r. te5 to .) ("ven t workers returninq to their jobs 'md (.) In':U J 

a net.holl\. f road lllocks that. rcvcnted r:lovemcnt un . ess \Ji th '\~, 

b .lessi!tQ OL t l...! ~o-Urdin()tion Committ e. Responsi1 ility 'or 

!>uolic order vas, by defuul t, 0 " .. to t.heir. ~;,llOUldLf<-



DFA/5 Department of Foreign Affairs

© National Archives, Ireland

.. 

• .5 • 

There can be no dou}yt, ha 'lever, that one of these two groul.)s 'j-' 5 to .. 
blame for the terri9] _ bombings in Dublin dlich cost twenty seven 

lives. Cc rs in hich tIle e;:plo. ives were cv.rricd to l)uulin 

were highjacked and tl.e o'vners held in houses in lTorth 3c.>lfa~:;t 

un"t.i 1 after the bombs h;>d exploded. 

, he highj, .. ckings '/ere carried out in public in areas w.lic.l 

had 'ecn sealed off by the U.D.A. and the U .. V.Fo 

for them to JJap:)en or the c(\rs to travel in or out of the ~~c;:"\.: ed 

of f areas wi LLou t thc ac( .. uies'lncc of th~' local J.>aramili tcJ.ry picl·~-t:., • 
• 

\\'h<:-.. t ha:)pened in Du 1in and ilonn'Jh~n \ 'as ~0.rt of a SU!)i)ort.i v 

C2.111J>a.igl1 that H.:I.S pu t into reverse only \ hen the tot<'l 1. ca.ru;\'J(~ 

cre;~ t.~d I.)Y l:11~ eXj)10siol1s was beamed back to Belfas i. on to i ha 

') • V. screcn.;>. 

tjY ~h~ stop 'Ia0«2 ~;ucceedin<;J so cOll'lple ,,=1y the tJ. hI.C. h:wc 

p.cod ~.;ed Cl. crusr .. ing ve to to a.ny poli ticc_l ini tia ti ve of which th~"!y 

do 110 L a..t)r:>rove. Thus, nothing laoves unless it is favourllblc to 

thei.r views on vh..,.t type of Nor~h th~y want. 

It is in this an", .U-~at they can be pushed o ff -Llll? rails, 

fot" the uni ty tha t e~dsted betweer. them C\nd their leactin9 

DO i ticians durin9 the sto. page was merely f.;ki,n dec,:). 

It is abultdantly clea.r to them, as to ("~veryoml else. th.).t 

the Loyalist leaders are hell bent on acquirint] personal po\"~r. 

They hoped to see it delivered to them by forcing thr0ttqh a U ~ J) ~ X • 

solution similar to that secured some years a,g by Ian _,mith in 

Rhodesia . 

The U.W.C., on the other hand, were motivated in this 

action as much by a crude class hatr d of the .landed gent]:y <'.'-Id 

.. 
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