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1 . REALITI I~S fiJID PRTi ICIPLES 

1 . 1. Northern Ir~land is not an econonic , sociel , cult~~al or geo
graphic unit . h l:"...3.jor:i.+y of ib populC'.tion n!'c U!llc!lists ~;r..o r..::'; c ~ 

in the pD.st, rCGarde:d the ullior:. of 1I orthcrn Ireland and Great TI!':!. \; ?.i.:-~ 

as the best r.~c thod. of lrr ~)~ crr.L n c: thoh- cc: .. cwli ty ~nd its \':::.y of lii' f , 
Nore than onc third 01' its population regard thcLlsclves c.s p:lrt of tho 
",ider Irish connuni ty . 'lba rainiuolI conoenSU8 Hhich enables other 
c OlJD1..mi ties to ere~t n frooe\;ork il"i J~hi:l 1ihicl1 to contain t.heir pail t
ical conflicto u.''1d rC(jL!luto their social and ecor,uLllc life is h~r(; 
absent. Poli tica1 instability j.s built into the very fabric of the 
s t ate . 

1.2 . If the people of Northern Ireland are to Gover'n thcDselvGs 
peacefully , dCL,ocrC} ticully a~d liberally their ins ti tuti ons of govern
Dent CUBt reflect t~C!.H~ 1'o::.li tio:'). 'r'flCY nUGt takc accou:1t of the 
di visiono Hi thin Hor thcr,1 Irclc.:1d, the conflicting l1'lJliional idcnti tics 
and the sp0cinl rela. ti onshipo that Northern Ircl.:m:i '\'iill nlnlYs have 
,,'1. th Grco.t Dl'i tu:i n ur:.d t~e Republic of Irel::ml1. l10 .:mou-'1t of poH t
ieal rhotol'ic ~"ill D~ke these realities any 1e38 real . 

1.3. SDLP pQlicy has consistently recof,TIiscd theoe realities . It 
is tased on tHO prinCiples - thnt all oectiono of the Northern people 
should }-1.nvc llccess, by right , to the docioion Q.aidne proccss at nll 
levels , and that tho ~.o n~tion~l ident~ties Dust be rccoGTdsed in 
Northern Irolund'e relr..ticns Hith Grant Britain and the I'cp'J.blic of 
Ireland . These !)rinciples underlay the Party ' o origiz!.O.l !>Olicy docu
[lent "T01·,.::.rds a ?;(;H 1l·0b.nd", thc !'2.rty I G l~ifcsto for '~ho 1973 
1.sSG:lbly aJHl trle i·'o'u.-l.lc1l'j 1974 u1C;Cti01l5 nn~ thu SLi.llll.:i.~lgu~J.e a&.::'t:le
ncnt which tho Party hrlpcd to nC/iotint0 . Tr,.c principles rer:ain 
valid rcgar:l1c ~s ef the status of Northern Ireland . It is the prin
cipleo to .... lhL ... h the Pu.rty io attached; the detailed in3ti tutior.al 
arr.:m.'}c;:iG~ tG h . .:l-IO c.l~:u.y:; been open J.;c, nCGoJeia tion . These princi plen 
are exprcssed in pOr:or-:Jh.:lr1.T1{5 and in un Iri nh diner-si on - POi'ler
slw.rinij ill GeverruJ~r..-.; ~d un Irish diwension expressed thrOUGh agreed 
North/South instituticns . 

I 

1.4. These arc the p:dnciplc3 "'mch this Fc.rty believes r.re i'he b:!u:.n 
of any lustiJ1G solutio:1 - princ~I>lCS ibich allo·.; fur present reali tics 
and are fle7.i.blc enouell to pcr::rit tha evolution of Le\i und better 
cornuni ty role. ti0ns1lipo ':).:l:";cd en w,C:·..:rsto.ndir'l3 G.Tid. fricnds:up rat~ler 
than prejudice and feD.l' , '1':lO::3e .ore the principles i,hich b..,:\ye been 
accepted by t.he Bl'itinh Govcrn:::cnt and Parli~i."}cnt, the lri::;h Govern
Dent and Po.rliaGcnt 2.!1r. .:L \li1e sl~3ctrt:D of opini.on ~,"i thin !{orther:1 
Ireland . These o.re the principl,~ ;, which hnv( TC!ccived a iTidcr con
sensuo of supJlort in thc~ c; iSJ.Xllls tho.ll ;;.ny oth~r propvs~d. ::;cluticn . 
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2.1. iIo""ovor, \TO [n'o crav81y concerned that the failure 0: tha 
prcl]cnt Bri tisl1 Gov\.~rnr.ient to uphold tho fully agreed solution based 
on those principle:] ullicd to their present policy o.S expressed in 
the "!hi te Paper, s..'!riously tL'1-l.erm.nos tho p03sibili ty of nchieving 
a solution bo.sed 0:1 thJsv principlcs cnd could in fact lQld to deeper 
and LlOrc disastrous conflict in this cO!Luni ty and. in th~s0 islands . 

2 . 2: Tho prosent i·n1ite Po.per lncks clnrity:md dirocti(;n and has 
inherent and danecrous contradictio!1s. On t he ono hnr.d. the iC}.-"Tession 
is clearly eivcn th.:.t the people ef Northern Irelo.nd arc free to sc:-t 
out their Oim pr0blc!J.s at a Convcr.tion of electod represcntntiv~s <:L'1d 
on the othoJr that the ]Jost 83S~llti.:! 1 .:;le::lCnts of uny solution - po .... .:;r
sharinG llnd a:1 Irisll clic.c:nsion - :'.re alrca(1.y laid dorm . LCY£llists 
havo acccpted the for::i~r a:1d ::.re i~norin6 the la ttcr and. clearly 
intend to enforce their ~vi.ll follc\iinC such .:;lcctions . Should this 
happen o.i1d should the B:,,'i ti 3h Govorn!3ent sub::i t yoJt o.Go.in , the con
sequonces for t .. GSC islancls ,.,ould be yery gro.ve . It is therefore of 
paro.oount i!.!j)Ortano0 tho.t before u.ny election b.kes plo.ce to a 
Constitutiol1:l1 cO!'.v"nt i on tho.t the elector:::.to i!l H. Ir::l~:r:d o.rs i:-> 
no doubt \jho.tsoQvc r of th e condi tions Ul1clcr ,jhieh such :::.n olcctic,:;. 
llill t:::l.kc pbcC' . .t'o ·, J.) :--~ ; hr_ri~lr: in GOV,- l'll;:-:3nt nnd ::m Iri sh DlCe::::si::l: 
eXIJresscd throuGh C'.fjT(Jod Horth/,South im;ti tutiOllS Dust be c18c.rly 
st3tod to be non- negotiable . Both Sovurign Goveri~1cnts should Duke 
this declaration . '1'hen this ",hole cOlJDuni ty can Get d01-m to the 
task of buildinc 0. sto.blc and l~stinG peace . 

3. NE~! SITUATION 

3 .1. In thc event of the Loy~~list populo.tion rejectinG t!!0se ter=..'3 , 
cleoocro.tically Qcce:)te:d by the o"J0rw!1.JlfJine u.:!jori ty of people in 
those islo.ndG , und \Thich guc.rE!nt :3c the riGhts o.nd o.SpiTo.tions cf both 
secti ons er cho Horth0rn Iri3h co;::u:.~uni ty, in f,!vour of n 1'en01;.:11 of 
dorUn2.tion by on\; 88c ·~i.on over .:1nothi:.'r, then 3 nO'·1 si tu~tion ,d.ll 
er:.orGO invo] vi ne 3 J.';';'L~ie:.ll rC3pprc.ir.nl of t1l0ir ped ti0n by both 
SovcriGn GOV::.cl1."":lCntz . 

3 . 2. I n ::uch nn uventunli ty the policy of this ro.rty uill' ~e cl e:::l. r 
o.nd unconproLisinG . Il, vieH c,f tho ::;i tuc.tion which ,·lOuld e:·:is"t ir. 
Northcrn Ir~l.:l11d i!1 such eircu;:::fJt,:mcos o.nd the evident lU1\vi.lli:1GT.ess 
of the Loyalist "Populntion to [~Cc8vt the teres l nid dOlm by tho 
GovCrl1iJen t nnd P.:::.rlinr.len t of 'che U!·U bd. Kir~c.cD for tho Gooa Govcrn
Dent of lTorthern Ireland , we believe th:::l.t it lIould be inevitnblc them 
th:.:t the fw.:dJ.:.: .... :1t" l b~LGi::; Cl Dri tish pol1.cy t;Oi:,.",rds Northorn Ircbr;.j 
sin(;.) 1920 \'{Guld hnvu to 'ue rc- exc.cined . It Hould tc evidont tiut the 
o.tti tud~ of the Luj-:::l.1L,t popal:..'..h ·:ms \wuld nt th.lt st:::£;i:) cve!1. furt!!-
er poison the rcl:ltion:>!'.ips not cr.ly ",ii t1~in No:::tli0:':1 Ire;':::l.r.d , :.ot 0!1.1y 
bctH(:cn Hc:cih and South in Ircl.:::.nd , but bet\{een Irclxld a!1.J 5!':' t:::l.:':-. . 
SUC:l 0. s[·.o.ll ninc::"i ty - just over l~ :' _ of tJ:,:; popubti·):~ ef thOSe 
i slands could no lonser bc o.llo·,/od to f rUStr:::l.t0 tl1U c.Grecd '..rill of 
all the rest of tho B:'iti:3h o.nd Irish pc.')ple t'y their intro.l1siG0ncc 
n .. !1d thuir r·::fu3~·11 to .:'.,;r:'e to torus Hhicll Ilould proviJ.e for justice 
cnd :.;t.:::hili ty il: lrcr7: ern Irul · . .r.d : .... nJ. ',iJ:ic!" \'IJulcl tic sUj)~Jrted. by 
thc cntir.:: Bri ti~h '::l:~ :;:~:iGh l 'c.rlic":'1(;:1h: 3S \\ell C!s a subst.:lntial s,':c t 
ion of NortllCra 11' ~lW1d opinion i tseL. • 

3. 3 . The ~Gis er Briti::;h l)olicy h~s ~h,':ly~ been :l ~D.!1to~ to the 
Unionist popul~ticli er N~rthcl.'n IroJbncl th:lt they co\.~lc. r0!::.::.in ",2. t!-'''::'n 
th0 Uni tecl l~nuclo!.! GO lonG as n Do.jori cy so ·,.;ishod . Icplic i t i::l suc~ 
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, eunt':mtccn uas t.ho U1~dcrsb.ndiilcr th:.l.t th.:! S3:"~ .2; ".t!uonist populutio!'l 

,\lould <!eccpt ·~nu Qcido ty the ~)olieL\ s lciJ. c.l .);.:n by suecosf.ive British 
GOVUl'llix n cs ~nd. l':..rli~! . :"n ts for thf' Ge od. (,J'\~r!~ !0 n t of ~l:)l·'C:l .... ::n Ire l:-.l'.d. 
In the: ne\} si J,;U'! ii (; )1 l:C 2 1'(: no;r eonnid,' rinG I hc ,i9vor I n r::1jori ty cf 
unicnistG , th:r()u.~h thcir oloet,; d ropro!Jenbti vos ,·:ould h.'we interpret
od thc:l) cruarc.i1 t8C::> as Co lic,mc 'J to dO:Jin:1 te the ,..,inori ty in li0rtl10rr. 
Ir\::l~md ['..nd .:leprivc thC~1 of In:Jie civil rit,;hts . In these cirC\E1st~lcCs 
\vo believ.:: thnt the ullioni3t p::y?ul:::tion UJuld hnv() fOr't:gonc :;:ny rig.'rlt 
to such GU :.r::!ltous :lnd ~;;1=', t th~l CU::rl'.n t"e5 en~hrinccl in the Gov<:r11!Jen t 
of Iralan~ j~t 1920, the Irclnnd ~ct 1949 :lnd tho HorthGrn Ir01~nd 
Constitution kct 1973 '1'1O'",ld 'u~we tu b~ \'1ithd.r~'m . 

3 . 4. If tiuo no\., situ~·,ticn should d0vclop , therefore , He sh:111 c:111 
on the Dri tich Govorm:t.nt to d(:cl::rc 11 n8',., bc-sis to its policy 2.!1d to 
dcclc.ro the:.t it \fill ro:::.ain in HorthGrn Ircbnd only until such tiDe 
an '::~Gr8cd in~ti tutiOn!3 of Govcr~u:cllt are 0stc.r.lished lihich allc\[ the 
people of Irel.::md , North .').nd South , to li vc tOJ2ther- in h:~rr.;onJt !,JCC.C0 

und indepC:ild(!ncG . Tilo Dl'itish Govorn:sent should n~ke it clo::.r at th::t 
st~Gc that it \?ill UDC ~11 i to i:1fluoncJ ::md pJ1Jcr to bril1cr nbcut c 
situatiol: in which Iri:.h 1Jeol)lc of ~iff...:r8nt t:r:::ii tiOl~S C~ build 
i nstitutions of Govcrn~unt to ,rovido f0r ~ hL' 1 .~8tinb PC:1CC c.rd. st~b
ili ty on this is181d ~ilcl for 410"1 Ltnd harnonious relations vTi th Bri t,:..in 
i tDelf . It should scd: the :full co-opc;r['..tion of the Gov.:.rn2C!1t ::.::d 
Po,rliaocnt 01 thc ,::: pu ':':lic of Ir"l .:md:'.nd tilo 1;COi,lo of Eorthorn 
I re:l:md in nC!liovi!1c3 t:1"~; 0 Cb.jI~ Cti v..: s ':! i1(~ si10ulJ Ge t in tr.:.ir. t~le 
poli tieal :lnd consti tutiwn.:..l st.;l;C roqmrod to brin:; ther.: about . 
I TJl)lici t in such a policy Hould be the rulincs out of indefinite direct 

.. rule , c.n indopend(mt Northern Il'clc.nd, inte:e;r::ltion ui th Gre:1t Bri te:in 
or c. new p~rtiti~n of j;orthcrn Ireln41d . }'or our o:::.rt , "le should ir.sist 
t ha t llny neH inoti tuthil13 Dust respect ::md protoc:.; the different trad
itions in this islnnd . 
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