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OIFIG AN _~\I?'S COSAN'l'A 

on 

St. Patrick's D-8.y as a Do.y of liat:i.onal Commemora t:i.on c.nd ReconciJ iation 

Thc Hinister for Defence and the Hinister for Posts and Telegraphs have 

jointly had under consideration the question of t}Je setting aside of 

St. Patrick's Day as a Day of National Commemoration and Reconciliation . 

For many years the line has been tclcen that , in order to avoid the 

difficulties Vlhich W"ould arise in the selection of individual anniversaries 

"Thich might involve State participation , Easter Sunday should be set apart 

as a special day on "lhich the State should celebrate the securing of 

Independence erxl bmour~ all ,orho took part in the struggle to achieve it. 

Normally the only variation of that line has been the annual State 

c oomemoration at Arbour Hill for those Hho died in the Rising of 1916 . 
o fJ11 I(t-J)~ 

It is considered that the ceremonies/ shoUld include special ecumenical 

services (\ori th maximum State participation ), hro minutes ' silence in memory 

of all ",ho died for Ire1illld and of all victims of civil strife in Ireland , 

end prayers for peace and reconciliation beb-reen Irish people of different 

t radi tions . '1'he exact nature of the ceremonies 'ITould be a matter for 

arrangement vTith the Ecclesiastical Authorities . 

As the ceremonies v[ould be peace-orientated they 10rould not include any 

military display . 

The proposed Day of National Commemorati on and Reconciliation , once 

inaugu.:-ated, "Tould be the only day on \"Thich the Ste.te YTould participate in 

pub l ic commemoration . 

4. The ~linister for Defence recommends tr..at the Government should decide that 

( i ) St . Patrick ' s Day should be set aside as a Day of Naticnal 

Cornr.emoration and Reconciliation 

(ii ) the ceremonies on the Day should include ~pecial ecumenical servic63, 

tr,TO minutes ' silence for those i1ho died for Irel,:md and for the 

v ictims of civil strife in Ireland , and prayers for pe~ce and 

r econciliat:i.on hctl°leen Irish people of different trc.di tions . 

(iii .) once j.nau~ratcd the Day of National CODmemoration and Rocoacili3oticr 

_~oJi should be the only day on 101hich the State "lOuId participate in 

J J1.1bJj c CO:l]r.l0r~O]. ·2. tion. -_ _ _ 0-
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