
NATIONAL ARCHIVES 
 

IRELAND 
 

 

 
 
 

 
Reference Code:    2004/7/2675 

Title:      Brief on border security and other measures  

     taken by the government and security forces of 

     the Republic of Ireland to counter Irish   

     Republican Army activity in the south, prepared 

     in for Anglo-Irish talks. 

Creation Date(s):    14 September, 1973 

Level of description:   Item 

Extent and medium:   10 pages 

Creator(s): Department of Foreign Affairs 

Access Conditions:   Open 

Copyright:  National Archives, Ireland. May only be 

reproduced with the written permission of the 

Director of the National Archives. 

DFA/5 Department of Foreign Affairs

© National Archives, Ireland



DFA/5 Department of Foreign Affairs

© National Archives, Ireland

,.): 

The Border is so:ne 270 miles long. It is not [:. stra iLht frontier but twists 

for toe Gurc;a Sloch2.n,:; &.:--'0 Ar':'::y. 

resources, the Border is continu211y pc:;.trol1ed by the GE~ rda Siochf.l1:'l and mi1i t;;:t'Se 

'rhe strer:eth of the GeJ.:rC:c::. Siochfna hc~~: been brO'.lGfl t up to the r,ighest fisure 

since· the esthblishment of the State unc} -a sizeL.ble pco.rt of the L.crf~c; . sed t;t.rc ~';t~t.L 

has been allocated to Border ar2&S. Constar;t checks on find S8u.rc;les of peTS()n~} , 

transport, hO'Jses f_nd farms are carried out along the Border by the Gardc-d and 

Army patrols. . Per!11C1:lCnt· che ck points are being operb t.ed in a n ' ::-nr)cr of arE-~o.s. 

Many arrests have ' been m;:~. de~ Prominer.t mer;:bcrs of the ?rovisional lEA from 

the North <ire nOH in custody here. In ndc1i tion larGe quanti ties of firE)C}r:113 

and e:xplo~3i ves hElve been sei zed near Border 2. re2.s. A state~ent 'At showing 

detail~ of sei zures in Border ELt"ess is t:ttt2 c.hed tocether :vi tu a. st8,t8rnen t I B l 

giving det<:d1s of the seizu]:es U18.t were ~ne.de in other aY't:cis in the St':lte. The 

securi ty forces in i..[W Six Counties wi-Lh their vB.stly super.'ior nurnbcrs and 
, 

equipment find it an i~possible tc..sk to police tIle Boree!" on their sid.8o iT. J ,:7) 

common l.G1o·.'iledge thc;t in certain are2 .. s e.g. South j,rmEJ.gh nncl CIEd~t (Co. Tyro."". e) , 

there are very li!11i ted p~ trols only and these nre rrtiiinly by the Bri lish J,. nn;",,. 

Incidents :'vith Ilcross bOlJerl1 corn~otatiotis ere m8.inly of t.wo kinds, (D.) :'irl~1~; 

3.cross t..~e Border from this side a.nd (b) shoot.ir~g8, tor.:hincs etc. on t.~f-; ~'~or't!lCrn 

side where the c1il;)ri ts esc&;;e across the Border. The Bri ti 2,h h6.ve tendet} to 

regard oIl incidents the. t ht.ve occurred. in the North CL fevl ~iles from t,he OerGE; r 

as 11Eiving been perpet.re.ted by persons o)ern, ting from t21 i s side. 
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was never supported by 2ny evide~ce an~ is obvio:: sly un ter.able. f · <"' 
t1.o.:> ~ . .ll~: ,:;0 

shooting in ci ';en ts, ex;!losi ons etc * on the Border re ~')o:rten to t~e Ga !'da.l by t~Je 

R.D.C., in so:ne c&se~, the GardB, investiC::ctions f,-'11eo to confirm thr .. _t there ' ... T~:' . S 

any cross-Bord'er invoLve::18nt. 

acti.viti.es v!c::'e 'wh oLLy ·\-;j. thi~ the XOl,th but. t b. i.:::: iE~ ~ot to s~!.y tht.t the rc~-;or ·ts 

froll ' the RUC Here mcde other trlt~.n in good f~.d the 

1 t is acce;::,ted that there are mr.;ny D.ref .. S 0:1 this side o~ the Bord.;~r ·r,.::ler2 fOrJl(; r 

t.he .' 
rE~:ddents oi/ilorth are n mv liv L~L in c.~ lr(-lVU~1S, locic.;:i;}LS etc . \t!~dle n c,ro '.)ortL),i. 
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nothing about V10S8 who have not been fou: -: d co:n:ni ttinc offences. It 

is sif;nifican~. t.hnt the grc:: t mcjori ty of those cO!l.victed of scheCuled 

offences ana now in cus-Looy here are from the North. 

Before ,1969 we had scarcely any troops at the seven Border posts 

and Finner was only a summer training camp_ To-day t 5 total 

-at the seven posts (excluding Gormanston) is 1,058 all ranks~ 

-
Border duties were recently taken over by two newly established 

battalions whose personnel will, it is hoped, be eventually 

permanently located at these seven posts and the proposed new 

post at Monaghan, thus obviating the expedient of short-term 

rotation from units all over the count.ry. 

''''1, 
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TRAINING AND DRI~lIhG 

I t has been repeateJly alleged that training C[.L!H?S ... Ti th mili tary type 

exercises and use of fire2.rms etc. are being openly conducted in mountniny 

and remote areas in the Tv,'enty Six Counties. The Gardai say 

categorically that wi th the exce~.Jtion of a ver,;/ fe\1l instHnces 1vhere tbey 

believe there was outdoor training by small numbers of unaormed IRA memberf;\ 

there is no basis for this allegatioh. The fact is that the old-type 

training c~omp which used to be held in remote di stricts has long since 

been abandoned by the IRA. No doubt, lEA members do engage in tr,dning 

a.nd drilling exercises but they do so in private houses and in sma.ll grou.ps, 

t.he number ~~eldam if ever exceeding six - the upper lirtli t being set, b,Y the 

numbers of peoloJle Hha can cO!1veniently be car:r~ied in one car-load (thOe 

movements of a sinLle vehicle to or from Cl. house do not dra; .. r attention). 

o Allegations the .. t training and drilling are going on on any scale in U-: e open 

a.re .just not truOe. If they were true, +11e G -::J 1'·,~1 !:. { \.~ouJ () CP. ""lo't·o: J. '1' 11 1.:- .. ~ ()~., v t. ... _ ... \..,.ooi.. -.. ~ • _ • <........1. .1. "". .. l. i. .,11 

a.bout it ane stop it. The fact that it is not hap:?ening is due to Garda 

surveillance. 
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Under this her..ding three import.ant measures \<le).'e taken: (a) the 

existing Firearms Acts were amended in 1971, (b) the fees for certain 

fi.rearms y,rere . subst&ntially incree.sed and (c) 8).1 licensed mili t.ary 

type weapons \vere called in. 

The following are the details: 

. (a) The main changes made by· the Firearms Act, 1971, were 

(1) 

. " 

(2) 

to increa se subste.ntially the penal ties for the unlawful 
possessjon of firearms other than "sporting firearms\! 8nd 
some other firearms • 

to put beyon'-d doubt that the offence of being in pos r.ession 
of El. fi.rearm or em:nuni tion with intent to endanGer li.f'e or 
cause serious injury to ·-roperty may be cO:~Irli tted, evc·n 
though the li fe or property concerned is Olltside the .S t a te. 

( b) In 1971 also the fees for regi strec tion as a firearms dealer ~ .. Jere 

eubstantially increased (from a flat £1 et year) to £3 a year in t.he 

case of a d.ealer confined to dealinE; in n .. mmunition and to £25 a year 

· in the case of an unrestric:t.ed. dealer • 

. LN"ote: Since the change in fees over 200 dealers have gone out of 
business and of the 830 nO';l registereci 566 are registerE:d 
only for the sale of. sporting am.munition, i.e. they do not 
have stocks of guns/. 

With effect from 1st August,.1972 (in order to encoarage people t.ogive 

up possession of their firearms) the annual excise cuty on Cl. firearm 

certificate in respect of (a) pistols and revolvers, (b) ri~les B.nd 

(c) airguns vIas incr€as~ct from ~{)p, £1. SOP e~d £1 res pectively to £5 

(c) A Minist.erial Order was ma.de on 2nd August, 1972 obliging every 

person residing in the state to hand over to the Gardai pistols, 

revolvers anci heavy calibre rifles (i.e. calibre above .22). 
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All explosives for civilian use are nm,; stored in Army barra.cks or 

fii .. . ,lr 
i!', , 

PO?ts exce:->t in si.x locutions (explosi ves factory Dr.C. mines) where acec;uEd:,e ' 

military guard or full-t.ime police .protection is provided. The use of 

explosi yes is su:-:ervi seC. by the GardD.l. Milit.ary escorts are provided 

during the trE.ns?ort of explosives to destinations in sensitive border 

areas and for incoming shipments between docks and storage locations. 

The mili tcuy jnvolvement in this regClrd makes heavy demE'~nds on military 

personnel and tr&nsport~ The daily requirement i s believed to be of the 

order of seventy personnel and fiv·e/ nix veld cles. The tight controls on 

• 
gelignite forced subversive groups to use other explosive substances, 

such a.s 8.m:TIonium nitrhte and sodium cblorate. The large quantit5.es 

of these subs·Gsnces nf. edGel to cause a sizDble explosion led to the u~c 
! 

of the car bombG. In Al4::,ust, 1972, the Government made &n Order 

classifyi!1g Arn:nor:i1;nI Ni tr[; ~e and Sodium Chlorate as explosives and 

thus brought them unCier stri ct cont!'ol. In September, 1972 the 

Government ffitlde a similar Order in respect of Ni t-:-o-Benzene. The effect 

of these Orders haf. been to tB.ke these substances off the market 

al together. The stocks of Ammor.iu,ll Nitrate and Sodium er-dorate 

that were in th .; Ste.t,f: were impounced and takeri· into military custody, 

.All of th.ese stocks have been exported or destroyed anc: comr ensa tion }6,:LC 

to th e O'hn8 rs • 

It should be mentioncc tilClt the ste:;s th[~ t hcve been taken to control 

explosi ve .substc..r.ces her'e ho.ve been successful in stop ~)ing hny flow 

of ex;>lo::ives from the State into the North 2.no. this fnct hns been 

recognised arId adl1i tted pri Vd tely by the HUe to the · GD rda aulho·!"i ties. 

Apart fro~n the com:a1 t:nent of Gr..rda nnd tr:ny munpQl.·:er to the . super-vi si cn 

1 t t' f l' . ~ . d/ttJ1Cl t '~ b an(.! pro ec ~ lon 0 exp OSl.ves 1 v vWS. a~?recl:~ te I!e t. ctl0~ tlW.t hbS t~ en 

taken i·:ould result In con::.;ic1eruble inCOn 'le:1 ience [.;. !1("j 8 0l: i tiona l eXr-ec sG 

to ordinary commercia l users of ex ~loHive mhte~i~l. 

L . .! _.1..

fi ). ~ l l 
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The Special Criminal Court was established on 30th May~ ~972. The Court 

consists in practice of 3 members of the judiciary, of whom the President 

"1s "a High Cour~ Judg~o It sits without a jury but in all other respects 

. . ..:. 't' .: "'.: 

. " 
Since the establishment _" of the Court until 31st Augus't "19"73 349 persons 

have been tried pf whom 249 have been convicted and 100 acquitted. [f 

table showing the pattern of se"ntences by the Court up to 31st July 1973 .......... 

is attacheilc I . ~ ' . 

\ 
\ 
\ -
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Offences 

---. 1-·-.-.--.- 
Numher of Pa ttern of sentences 

j Explos ives Offences 

. r r med robbery and robbery 
~,Ji tb 8 ggrE.va.ti on 

I 
I Assault 

I Inci t ement 

* (f\-lembership of an un18.vlftJl 
(or g2nisation 
( 

; (Possession of incriminating· 
( coclunents 

l Cons ::;i rE, cy 

~ ta·reen-y 
~ 

Obst r ucting a garda 

;,~ Receiving stolen property 

Malicious demcge 

Offici~l Secrets Act, 1963 

r s ~a ring 'from Prison 

Effec~i~g a puhlic mischief 
contr: ry to Common lFVl 

l i'alse pretences 

~~king f~lse, indecent, 
. threa teri~rlg -etc. phonecalJs . 

F~lse imprisonment 

Prohibition of Fo!'cibi~ Entry 
'C . and ·Occ 11pc;ticn Act, 1971 

. ;l 
j,il.f.;.7 -----_._------------

persons convicted 

80 ~ weeks to 5 years 

39 4 months to 8 ye~rs 

18 18 months to 10 yea.Ts 

18 
. . . "': ', . .. : 

10 2 ,·;eeks to 12 months 
~ . 

·30 ~ months to 12. months 

~ 
.-' 

6 months 

.... .............. 

6 2 years to 8 ye~rs 
.~ 

11 

2 
. ..' . 

P.O.A. Actap~lie~ in« 3 
. \ 

\ 
• \ or. 

'- 2 6 :nor1"Lhs to 2 years 

1 9 months 

8 7. mont.hs to 7 Jrea.rs 
.-' 

1 
,.. 
~onths c:. 

1 6 v:eeks 

1 6 ·rnonths 

1 1 month 

1 3 years 

8 9 mon~hs 

-----------------+-------------------------! . 
~~ Total up to 31st July, 1973 241 convictcc 
-n'J r-
f 
i 

97 f. cqui tt'2c1 

Offr,nces undE:~ s.::':l ~_nd s .12 of the Offences HE;) inst the St,8 te Act, 19?9. rn18 

fit:ure of: mernbershi p (s. 21) does not incLide 2Z· C i) ~ ef.; It:here there \';2 S Ci convj c -::l :} !: 

under s.21 hJt there l"Je ·re concurrent senter..ces of lonGer d ,;r Cl tion impo[~ ed OL o t~~ f. r 
chn r gE'S (in mOEt cases firearm~j D.nd/or ex)l os ives chr,rges) '> 

I 
I 
I 
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INCREi\SED G!\RDA STRENGTH --------------

The total strength of the force has been increased by 1174 oVer the past 2 years. 

Garda streng th on 31/8/71 - 6640 

Garda strength on 31/8/73 - 7814 

The streng th -is now the highest since the foundation of the Stater: There are 

-
now 713 (288 extra) men on duty in BOl~der sta tions. 
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197~ 

JI pril 

May 

,Tune 

-July 

Ailgust 

NU:f1bcr of ~~~e_;~Ji~unc3er s. ?O of the Orf(~nces 
agRinst the State Ict, . lS139, FirE:[; rms j~cts, 

Explosives hcts, etc. 

24 

27 

3 

l 

8 

September 22 

October 16 

Nove:nber 23 

December 16 

'-

January 17 

Febru&.ry 5 

ivlal'ch 11 

. '- . ~ -, April 16 

t-<lay - 23 

June 5 

July 27 

August (not yet av~ilab10) 
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J anllar',Y 

. Februory 

~1a.rch 

P.pri1 

May 

June 

Ret~E'n shoifJtnt: the nUJnberf:.; ~;. r n:;;:;~V!d. (~ncl 

chr: rgec~ ".'j th schech)lcd offoYjc('s since 
1st J l1n·u~;. ry, 197~: . 
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