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The Taoiseach and the Mi nister for For e i gn Affairs 

re ceived Messrs . J . Hume and p . Devlin in Le inster House 

this evening" The und er s igned was in attendance . 

The Northern MPs s aid that the present Protest ant attacks 

on Catholic are as in the North , whi ch , in many case s , 

give evidence of organized pl anning , are an earnest of 

what will happen on the day of t he plebiscite i n the 

North . The British Army is not re acting quickl y enough 

to Protestant action and when they eventually came on the 

scene in Lenadoon last night t hey faced t he ir guns against 

the Catholics - not aga inst the aggressors . It had been 

demonstr ated on numerous occ asions previously that British 

Army confrontation with the Protestants caused the 

wi thdrawal from the scene of all but a very smal l percentage 

of the Protest ants . Most Protest ants still shunned 

violent confl i ct with the Army and conse quently mere Army 

presence could be expected t o reduce Protestant offensive 

operations to small and manageabl e proportions . 

The forecast Protest ant viol ence at the plebiscite would 

be widespread and deadly and more than doubl e the present 

Ar my str ength would be required to give any kind of 

prote ction to Catholic voter s . For Catholics to do 

anything but to boycott the plebiscite would s eem , at this 

st age , to be inviting whol esale killings . The l ives of 

al l the Catholics living outside the ghett oes would be 

at risk . On the other hand , a boycott woul d result in 

l ar g1sc al e person at ion and \,Nou l d bring the Pr otest ant 

vot e to we ll over 50% of the e l ectorate . 

The SDLP were conc erned also at the pos s ibility of 

influen cing the British Labour Party to rephras e the 
~~ 

second pr oposed question - at the very le ast , in a way 
~ 1 

whi ch would make i t difficult for the Al li ance Party and 
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NUM s upport er s to vot e liNo" to it . There was gener al 

agr eeme nt that the vote should not be sought for 

eventu al unity but for interim arrangements l ead ing towar ds 

un i ty on terms acceptable to the ma j ority in Norther n 

Irel and . I t was agr eed that the Government would promote 

that line in Britis h gover nme nt and oppos i tion circ l e s 

and it was understood trat the S . D. L. P. would try to 

influence t he Brit ish Labour Party in the s ame direct i on . 

It was al s o agr e ed that Mr . Hume wo ul d get in touch with 

the undersigned on Frid ay night next for the text of the 

suggested se c ond question . 

The S . D. L. P. represent atives were of opinion that a 

plebis cite campa ign !IIould bring Mr . Bri an fa ul kner back 

as Protest ant l eader . They agr eed that Br it i sh thinking 

may be bas ed on the idea t hat they c an more easi ly di s pose 

of the N. I . problem by issuing t he promised White Paper in 

t he atmosphere of euphori a engend ered by a resounding 

Protest ant success at the pl ebiscite . 

The S . D. L. J . represent atives expressed the hope that the 

Government would work to ensure that the r eferendum t o 

be held in the 26 - Count i es count i es on the 7th pr ox . would 

show a high "Yes It vot e and that the opposit ion of right - wing 

Catholics and of t hose wh o were scared of involvement 

with the 6- Counties would not defe at , or gre atly r educ e 

the ma jority of "Yes 11 vot ers in an apathetic s mall pol.t. , 
[J r . • Devlin gave it as his opinion th at Nir . Wh itel aw ' s 

domination of the admini stration in the North had wa ned -

Gener a l Tuzo and Lord Carrington were in comma nd as far as 

secur ity went . He confirmed Mr . White l aw ' s backi ng down on 

the wi thdr awal of troops from Casement Par k - which had 

al r eady been re ported by Mr . Conaty. 
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