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Personal and Oonfidential 

1' ,(lro""l'10r P1$0. 

$W11 '1im 

t hlllll. 1_ otm"'fr •• tt •• ov ... lUB •• Hollda, 18.'.141 
~. H .. ~I •• s* litP. Rtst •• U ... a' ~$ s~. 'Ch. 

NC)r1Ih i.e. .'.,fllrt ••• 1dwa'Dl1 JltSlliDllUb •• Prot •• 1UUlt 

)$.dklaSh haa aft't •• 4·.S. , ... ill_lt.... Ia'~ ._k 'atlt\ 

~ -"" .. ,1., '_resth,4 u ,a .. a8tl1 t . of talks he had 

with ' •• Plf 1rhot_ •• k __ ti_ 1-. .... oft 

to ",1t1_0_._ q\\1 ,. r_Ch".tq. 
!ft. _111B'8~ wbJ.oh M'r-. 114 ... (JOI.t;'Vty.' to _ HP.at~ 

d'urme t.illr tdlt.. that D ~ 'Wh! '"law 1ifn()W lnreal 

4!tt1GUltyaa4that It W'OUl" be .0." helpful it we wuld. 

eQme to h1$ ~".f¥US ti1 any W&.'8 wf!I GlUt. Mr. Whit.law·. 

prGbl-.a 4eriVeif troDl Si nubell' Q~ eoatt14al"1Ationli. Re may 

t1nti It ",err tlltt!~1J indtt_ to a.«.1 ef':t$eti~ with 

lhe dol.nce n01f 'GO~ 11'0$ the majori~ side. The 

local .leot1011a loOk a. though th., mlghtv$11 'be El; flOp 

an4 the, -7 hilT. 'tie beponpGlll9d. t mdl WUlci la. a 

S'eftftS' lQ81 .t rac' to 'th., ..... t ' her. ~ Mt" if Wh1 '.1a1t 
la al$O J.!i UU1",-abtNt 'tl. If'l.'bl.~tt.1I 'll1"'. ,_ 
at.ell_ 'Uhf tbll ;it 'tie" M, M.,. to bt poet;p." 'and 

tbatproV1.'e :t~!' 11 ., b. lnol"tt4M. '1:f1 ihe ,,,,,,.nn 
paokagtt. J'1nallT. 11 1ftJUl4 b. a .... i.u$ ml.takt tG 

un4 •• nlUiu, th. '$1lPJOlitWbl. Mr. Powe-lllti _;th.~. 

H. 'ha4 ,1_._1. 1li.PpcJri at til* lUaokpeol 4oate:n1'1oe aDt 

'tb'. Si". _ Utpow ... t boo •• to hewdl:lne:n ,cm. the 1!orv 

ba(jkberteh~$"'aG_ with 8.11 ••• $'1"ob1 ... , Mr. Whlt.law 

Qcmld well gl"ow ttr" of the jobando4Nl4 cc>noeivably 

throw in the s»ong. *: There 1. nobc>d.l Oi'l th. '1'1)l';v' ilIi4e 
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who could do the Northern job a. well as Mr .• Wh1 telay. 

Mr. Re •• was qU1t. epec1:fic in hiseugge.stiona as to 

the ways in whioh we oould ease thes.ltuat1on :(01' 

Mr. Wh1 telaw. ~e, major! ty in the' North must be oontinual1.y 

reassured that there can be no question 0.'£ their 'being 

eoereed into joining a un! 'bed Ireland. It would be most 

helpfUl tithe Ta01seaeh could seize on every opportunity 

open to him to reiterate this point in the oleareet terms. 

In ourre:terences to the handling of the Northern situation 

we should, above a.l.l, avoldha,rah critioism and an a.ttitude 

of a.ggress1venes8. It is up to uS now to pJ.ay 1 t 0001 

and t c make cl.ear our rea.dine:ss topart101pate eoutl'\1otively 

in any moves designed to bring about a reaaonable solution. 

We oo:u14 also help by appealing publioly to the minority 

in the North to gl ve thelrtull. eup,port to ihe loca]., 

eleotions. I sa:1.4 to Mr. Ree. that. a publio pronouncement Oll 

this by the Taot.eaoh. or by 01'16l' 01 OUr Ministers. might 

ouy exacerbate the f •• linBS of the ma30ri ty • What we 

oould do pr! Ta telJr in talks vi th the SD.LP and others would. 

be ano'ther matter~Mr. Raes said he appreciate( the pOint. 

He went on to say that an early move by us in relation 

to Article 44 of the C'ons't1 tutlon might be worthwhile in 

that it wou2d indioate to the ma.jority a rea,l disposition 

on our par1i to aC0ommodate oureelv8sto their views. 

Hucld, Wilson is c'onvinoed that it is a matter of urgenoy 

to involve Dublin openly in the finding of a settl ement 

of the Northern probl.em. I ·f we take ,steps now to hel.p 

Mer. Whitelaw out in any way we oan, th:1.s would .. in 

Mr. W1lsont' B view. make our ear1'y involvement 1n oonsultation. 

a «0&4 4eal ea.1e,.. \!/hail Mr. Wllson and Mr. Re •• a.re hopinS 

is that ! t might be possible to persuade the Government here 

..•... / .... 
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.. , .. 
to announoe at the time ot issue of the Green PaJ)er 

that Dublin watt being brought into the f'urtherdisou8siona. 

In reply to a. question by me, Mr. Re$s Baid that he had not 

made up his mind as yet aa to whetherdieouasion with us 

should be at Government level or with thepolitioal parties 

in Dubl1n. Ideally talks with the parties wouJ.d be a better 

arrangement if., in advanoe, they oould agree to a. unified 

approaoh. He assured me repeatedly that there .is El. growing 

d.tominaticn on the I,abour side to get Dublin invc.lved as 

aeon aa p0881ble~ 

Mr. Rees protessed not to know at firs1 hand the likely oontents 

of the Green Pap.r. It must, 1%1 hie view, oonta1n a good 

deal. more than a Qum.:mary 01:. and oommentson. the various 

prGPosa.la which have been put forward. Beoau.. of the need :fd to 
g.t~4own qut.ekly to the p~ae11ealitie8: ot the s1 tuatioD 

the, (jr'.en Fap:er shoul.d oonta1Ji t.mggesi:loils as tepose1ble 

solution. "and JIloei people oould hOW g t.Ul$8 the shape ot these 

suggestions". A COUIloiJ.. 0"£ Ireland must be anes8ential 

feature of any soJ..ution. It should. acoording to Mr . Rees. 

be oonoerned mainly, if not solely, with economic and 

8001al problems of mutual conoern espeoially in the context 

of the EEC . I said that/ given the situation now reached 

and partioularly the proposals put forward by the SDLP , 

I doubted if this would be enough. ~1r. Rees seee little 

possibility of a. significant advanoe by the Government here in 

the matter of a statement of 1niienton the ~.titu.t1onal iS8ue. 

I threw out the idea to him that the functions of the Couno11 

would need to be fairly olearly defined in order to ensure, 

that theOounoil. when it owne into existence, would prove 

to be more than a general talking shop. It seemed to Dle 

personally,,, even thoUSh I had ne offiol,al ad.vice as to our 

., .. / ... 
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thinking . that the functions of the Oounoil would need 

to be f airly olearly defined. ne periodicity Qf :tte 

meetings and the f ·orm of representation a t them woultl 

need to be 8pelt Gut. It wa., I b.11.v~,.8.entlal too 

t hat there should be, in the terms of refer .• no. of the 

CG'lmoil... at least general provision 'for 41sQuBSlon by 

it of mat tersouteide the soope ot the .oonomic and 8001&1 

spheres . Mr . Reee told me t hat he oOlUd personally aooept 

this view and that he would tak.en ear).,,. opportunity to 

ccnvey my remark. to Mr. Wilson. 

Mr. Ree's then went on to tell me that in Ms recent t a lk$ 

nth repree.ntativee both of the majoroity and the minority 

in the· North, he was greatly st.ruek by the deep conoern 

expressed. t o him a.bout the economio disadvantages fo r them 

if they were to f1nd themselves in a united Ireland. Thei.r 

oonoern arises ma inly in the fiel.ds et soeial servioes and 

eduoa.tion. As an example, he said that Austin Curr~ had 

told him that he himsel.f could. not agree to a united Ireland 

until such. time ae he was sure that the South would be in 

a po.si t10n 'to provide in 1. ts area th.same tree eduoational 

facilities tha.t ex1.t in the North. 

Mr. Re.e. talked at some len8~h about the. d.iffioulties which 

the Government here 1s faced with over the whol.e area of its 

poli cy. He could. in the circumstanoes, s ee a Labour 

Government being returned in thenelltt eleotlon. With that 

possib1~1 ty in m1n4 . the Labour Pan,. is most anxious to see 

a so~ut1an of the Northern problem reaohed before it could 

beoome an election issue.. It Labour 1s returned. Mr . W11son 

1s almost oertain to take r esponsibility for Northern I reland 

affairs oompletely out of the hand.s of the Foreign and 

Oommonwea.l th O:tfioe and the Rome Offioe . The Secretary of 

... / ... 
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State fo~ Northern Ireland A:l'fairs, weU1d, 1n 1.11a c1~cumatance8, 

talc. oyer all the Was1im1n.ter ••• po.,,1b111t.1es.., In Mr.WllsQn'. 

Vi.w thj Home Ottioe and ,. more especially. the Foreipa4 
~ 

Commonwealth Oftloe !fa.re the dead hands !td the No~th" . 

Mr. Wl1eon would ., almost oerta1nly, wan" too to ohange the 

type of 41ploma.t.lc r.pre8.n~at1.on in J>u.hl1n. He would .eee 

great. merit .in aseigning to Dublin an 1Jnportant Joll t10a1 

figure rather than a career diplomat as this should help 

Qone1dera.bly in securing movement in the direction of reunif1cat:1Dn. 

Mr. R •• s also told me in the couree of oonversa.tion that , 

acco~ to his information, Mr • . Heath "1s mad" about the outcome 

of Stru,bours.. Th. Prime Minister has obviously found the 

adju<lioatlcm very embarras"1nB: arul lfoul.d. .; apparently, be keen 

to see an am1cabl.. uncler.tand1ng reaehe4. I said. I was, a8 yet t 

not Mlr informed on the deta.l18 of the Strasbourg ease. 

Finally. Mr .• R ••• told me that he nll be tra.vel.Una to Dublin 

·on the '1st Oot.ober to address a me.ting that evening 111 

fr1n1tyOoll'eg.. H. hope. to arJ'lv:e in Du.bl1n dn the forenoon 

ot the " let anel to return to L.,40. the fOllowing da.y. 

Mr. Re.. said he would grea..tly weloome theopportun1 tu fo,r an 

exohange ot Vieys vi th the TaQ1s .. aoh and ask_' 1f I could 

make enq~rl.8 as to the possibility ot a meeting between them. 

I told. him that, I would take the matter up and let him know 

the result .. It the Tao1seaoh$hould find 1 t p08si'D1.e. to 

sae him, Hr. Rees would lika to be able to sa.y to the pres.s, 

after the talk. that the Taoiseach had. reiterated to him the 

new he had often expressed that there oould be no que.stion 

0'1 ooerQ i ng the major! ty 1n the North into a united Ireland. 

I hav~ ~~n.t a 'eleprinte:t" to Mr .• MaDonagh on this question 
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I am now arranging an early lunehean meeting with Mr. Wileon 
a... 

8.8 I feel thatt tal.k with him at this stag,e may be ullehl • 

.Ambaa.ado." 

H J NoOann Esq 
Seoretary 
Department of Foreign Af:taira 
Dublin 
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