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of meet! 

Present. Teolseach, TAnalste, Minister for Finance, 
M1nister for Labour 

Mesal's G Fltt, J Humej P DevIto, A Currie, 
R O'Connor] l-f Keogh, OtReilly, P O'BenIon (alIMP) 
Senator ;r Lennon 

Messrs D O'Sul11van (D/Taoiseaeh1 E Gallagher 
(D/Foralgn Affairs), M F 00y1e (v/Finance) 

The Iaoiseaeh recalled the previous meeting bet\ieen 

Government Ministers and Northern elected representatives 

and invited the latter's views on political developments of 

recent weeks and on the recent sugge.stlon of political 

initiatives from Westmlnster, 

Hr F1tt stated that while participation by the non ... Unionist 

minority 1n the government of Northern Ireland was an 

a.coeptable aim some months ago, t he determined British search 

tor amili tarysolutlon bet"ore poll tical movement had 

alienated the entire Catholic p<>pttlation nd the Derry 

shootings had eliminated all possibility of partioipation by 

the minority in a Stormont administr~t1on. The upsurge of 

nationalist feeling among the people was such that any other 

attitude on the part of the SDtP 'Would simply discredit them. 

He added that many moves were necessary in the 26 Counties 

to placate Protestant opinion. 

s regards the OK politioal moves, he said that from his 

discussions in Westminster it .appeared that Mr Maudl1ng 

WaS now to be regarded as a fthawk U , while Messrs Heath, 

Carrlngton snd Wh1 telaw were now "'doves". A story had, 

with the approval of the British Governmqnt, boen leaked to 

the Washington Post containing the sug estlons that .... 

(1) 300 internees would be released soon, a further 

200 during talks and the remainder charged; 

(2) -

! 
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(2) £,Om aldwQuld be g! ven to Northern Irala:nda.nd 

(3) aP·.R.. electiQn would be held, with an assurance 

of Cabinet sea.ts fo.l' the mlnorlty commensu.rate 

with their sucoess a.t the polls plus (if necessary) 

supplementary pos,tsto brIng theIr numbers up to 

one-thIrd of the C.ablnet. 

The Tories were now O'ommi tted to theseo·rfer.s but 

Mr MaudI1ng and Sir Alec Douglas-Ho.me were opposed to 

making them, suspect.lng their likely rejection by the 

SDLF. 

this paekage in view of the total rejection of Stormontby 
;ttt) 

the minor! ty.. An. all-I~elar1d republic wa,$ ll OW 'an 1.8511e; 

the SDtP would" hOlKever, cC)opel'ate with a. CC)lnmis,sion or 

other similar body for the Six Counties as a step on the 

road to a 32-C011nty republic. After the events of Derry, 

the transfer of seourity to \vestm:Lnster 'Was no longer 

aceeptabla si ther· .. 

Mr Hum, stressed that when the 'British government announced 

1 ts proposal S tit would be important to d.e lay response for 

24-.48 hours. In th~!t pG:riod, 'the Uni on1sts would reject 

the p~oposalsand theSDtP could: then pOint to their 

UM &a S ona.hl aness. 

NI" Devlln said that the UI{ was subj(~ct 'Cl) ltorltl-wide 

ari tlcism. over eve·nts in rror thern Irela.nd . Th1 sw-ouid be 

of increasing 1.mportano.e .as: the fortheoming Presidential 

election in the US approached and the erit1elsnl could 

onlyg·et 'Worse. It was '~1 tal, theref'o! e , to ho.ld()ut 

tor ultlmatealms and not settle for the first Br1t1.ah 

otfer. 
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Mt Hge said that while there was s.trong support among the 

mlno\l:'lty for theProvls1oo'al IRA,support for the SDLP wa .• 

also very strong . The SDtP t oontrary to' soma opinIons, 

had not changed thelr demand ,s. These were (1) tbe abolition 

of Stormont, (2) the establishment ot a ·oommission to 

administer the r~o:rth, (3) the insti gatIon 0,£ qUtld,ripartlt,e 

talks and <tt.) the ending of Inter'nment. If a eommission 

litera a.ppointed:. even tem:pol'srily -H~ 'Would. mean the end 

of Storrnont. Once a oornm:is.sion took over. PX'otestants 

vTouldstart to rethink thet!" posl t1on. At that :po'lnt, 

Dublin vou.ld. have to give clear e'videno~ (by action as 

regards oontraeeptlon. divorce, ete) of' movement in th$ 

direotion of a.ccaptlng Protestant opin1onasa necessary 

eonsti tuent of a united Ireland,. 'rhe lvtip,;t§tel: (tr t.bollf. 

indicated that he thought it. would he unwiS$ to start 

dIsmantling our Constitution until something he.d been 

offered. In hi" view, it 

'laB necessary for the I:ri.sh Government to a.ct flr .st .. , even 

i n the :tnte'r est of the 26 Counties. 

Cont1nu:l.ng "t-il:,Cgrrie said that the SDtP p,osi tlon vis ... a .... vis 

th$' Provisional IRA was n()w stronger tJ:1afl before: while 

the people supported. the Pl"OVOB, t hey looked to the aDtI' 

for leader.ship. The NIC'liA relied (in the SDtP, $0 that a 

stronger NICE!. al$Eitlt a stronger SDtP. The NIeNA htl.d: asked 

that three SDLP members bElQome me.mbers ,of the NICRA 

e'xecutive, although two of th~se (Mr Hums and himself') were 

not evenmambe1"'s of th~ NIC'RA.. Heagr'eed With M,' Hyme 

that the party' $ conditions .for :negot1.atton were unc.hanged , 

but everyon~js attitude had hs;rdened on the :Border lssue-t 

a unt ted Ireland. was no,» the only aim. l!..v6n w1 th a 

Qomm1ss1on, any declsions must lead to ,&} uni tedlreland . 

He was confid ent that theseetlon o,r Unionist opinion 

.represented -
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repre$ented by Hr it Ferguson and the NUM would M'oved1U'ln, 

the tenure of' a oommlssforh He l1rged that the otfer of a 

ur "package" shoUld be U$ed to weaken Mr Faulkner's position. 

A pause on their part of' a day or two vouldallo\o1 Unionist 

diehard reaction to bEi heard .• M1" Fnulkner hId not yet been 

tested on his l'llEHil11ng of an tt'set:l'Ve, ,?'ermanentSl'l.d g1l8:ranteed. 

role". 

In reply to a question from theII.2J:,eagli,Hl: bme indicated 

that he vas opposed to a communi. t1 gGve:rnment because it. 

would be a permanent., eleeted .syst&m. 

of 1 ts nattt:re be temporary_ 

A eomm.1ss1on would 

~~ . O' Re11ly opln.ed thEtt a Lt-8-hcmr pause 'tvould not b$ pose! ble 

bec ause t he reaetior.i$ of minor'! t y repr~sent · tlvessuc!h •• 

MleJ Devlfn could not be eont rollM. 

FinIPI! po1ntad out thet a pllrrallal s1tuatlonobtained on 

the Unionl.st sIde as, r egards Mr eraI g ~.nd other,e. 

Kr De!110 WIlS eoneerned that the SDLP. by d~l~y1ng a 

re"sponse; might lOse support to the PI' vi slonals. 

M1; ~uit:'1' f elt st rongly that time tnttstbe ( 11owed to te~d 

MrKs'lld11ug. 

The 'tagt.9i\shststed that in his cOnv$r 'ss t1ons with 

Mr Hel!1th, the l atter had always set his face against a 

commission as being non- ·d.emocratio; ha did not. t 'heretore. 

think this waS likely t o be i ncluded :in the UI 'oft_.1! 

The !'n.a1et~ warnec! that enSDLP rejection of' 1'1 '*paek.agEt" 

would, me.et with a v$'ry unfavourable pt'ess r.aotion., It 

would be ~ery hard t .o pel'S1l8.de the BM. tish peopleot' thEt 

dl:tterenCe 'bGtweena reorganised Stol"mont ~1th guaranteed 

eatha11e pat-tlc1 patlon and a eommisston which 'Would to them 

a'ppear-



TSCH/3: Central registry records Department of the Taoiseach

© National Archives, Ireland

them appear undemoo,ratie.Kr Hum. did not aecept this view. 

The I4Qi1ste argued t h t ei t her a commi s sion or community 

government meant the end of Unionism. 

The ti1nlstfit f or F!naneg suggested t hat it was sometimes 

unhelpful f or SDtP members to makQ cOl'l1ments on 26 .... County 

poli tic 1 matters (he i nstanced the EEC questlonh critioisM 

of Dublin on such issues mi ght sttgge~t that t~e were not 

helpi ng the Northern Ir el and 51 t uatton . ,Mr DeyItn did not 

aec'e-pt thi s vi ewJ as" .iorthern Ireland n t i onal i st" he 

eonsl dered he had t he ri ght to speak on t he RP.:c 5. ssue. 

Mr . F1t1: stated that he t 'ook tht!!, Br! t ish tabour part,y l1nE! on 

the E1re t but this did, not stand 1n the way of cooper ation 

vi th Dublin. Mr Cutr1~ said he kept out of party political 

matters in t he, South" but th~ ' EO was a long-term issue which 

wouldaffeot the Northern people ina un! ted Ireland, and he 

was t hereforeenti tled t o express a view. He suggested as 

a guideli ne t hat statements on such matters $hould eome from 

the GOLP only, not f rom. individual membere., 

a,n£!tOthennSl!1. thought the SOLP had no :t"oom f or manoeuvre on 

the internment ql1EH3'tion* Rel~as1ng 300 i nternees l/10uldnot 

allow the SDt P to participate i n di scussion; t hey could not, 

therefore', wai t 48 hQur s t o react to Rn offer ,. He wondered. 

what t he reaction of e1 ther wing of the 1: A was l iltely to 

be .. they had no line of 'communication with them. Hr Huml 

emphasised t ,hat the provisionals were not cohe's1ve .. they 

were, r at her, a eoll·$C!tlon of factions. They we're not 

really i nterested i n poll ties. Ht . 9Jlrrie stated that the 

.community's peace wish was buried at DerrYt 'but it WOUld, 

come aga i n IlJl when the 'SDLP entered i nto negotiations at 

the rj.ght tIme , t hi s 'Wollld. remove support f'r om t he 

Provl.sionals . Heanti me , t he SDLP coul d not acoept a 

Br1t1,sh ... 
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BJo1 Uab In1 tb:t1 ve beeause eru!t'mll inte!'lllllent pod t1on, 

(2) it lIould eontain nothing about a. un! ted Ireland. (3) it 

would include power-sharlnfh which wa.s open to interpretation 

as Et. s.sll-out for jobs) and (4 ) it would bea repetltion of 

the Tl"Q ty s1 tuat1on. The SDLP must" how~ver, make their 

l"'efusal appesl'l"eaSO able1n order to trap the Stormont 

government .• 

The l'a.o1sl§ch enquired what would be the pos1 tlon if an early 

g,eneral election w'ere called in the North .. MrCurr!e sa'1d 

tha.t it' the S LP oould maintain the position that they had 

not been tf:bought over" and internment still obtained , thera 

was no problem. Their only problem might be the effects ot 

abst.ention" sm, especl'Rl1~" 1fbacked up by intimidation 

such as th~ blowing" up of pol ling b<)oths. The M! nilter .tor 

F1ganc9 said that even if the SDLP rejeet.~d, the British 

package , 1 t would be necessal"Y (1) to make the rej eet l on 

ap.pear rea.sonable and (2) to be e-ncourag1ng about the 

acoeptable pnrtsof' theatre)'" 

1-1; Cu:rr1e sa1.d that in his view gestures fro01 the South were 

needed eVen at this stage. 

1 t was worth while making such gestures without thG prospect 

of' something 1.n return. The Constit ution could be oalled 

theoerati'e' in only two respeots ... 'the pCl sltlon Qf the 

Catholic Chur c , where there 'ms r~ally no problem., and the 

question of' di vorce .. 

t hat 1 t was necessary to- keep some oards in reserve for th.e 

negotiations and mainta,ined that 1 t'lrlould be impossible to 

oarry a ref'erendumon the 0.1 Yore'. issue ,except 1n the 

'l'hef'angist. agreed wl th the· 

latter vie\[ ·and pOinted out that while the Church of Ireland 

acknowledged 
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a~knowle.dged cUvQreet 1 t d.id not p'er,mi t remarriage. lE ,guri, 
e;nquired what were the, (Joverrun$llt' $~1W$ on the c0ntraoeptlon 

lstue. The &in1-,!lter . 'tot F1nlnet said that tl'lt~,i". was every 

expectation that a. favour_cle' deciSlon in the curren:t HIgh 

,Court ease would settle the matter w1 thout need for- overt 

Government aotion. 

Hr Hums said he he.d been promi,s-ed a copy Qf the Sunsal Tim!S 

Inve.stigation of the Derry shootings. He said tt reveal~ 

a defInite plan and pro,mised to fo:rward the Taoiseaeh aeopy. 

The, Taoise89!! indicated that the question of Government 

asslstanee to the A.ssembly of the Northern Irish People 

could be disou~sed with the Minister for Finance af,p~r the 

meeting,. Yl1' .. Hgm:e said tha,t thelf intended launcrd.ng the 

fund in the following we el:r '*' They would approaeh the 

political parti es for subscriptions in the first pla.ce and 

then would look to t he Gover nment fGr So subvent i on.. The 

Htnjster fQr . FirHiXu.~~ , emphasls.ed that the Government 

subscription WtlS only intended to (lOver a.dministration 

exp'enses of the ASS911lbly. (Other exPenditure would hav,e to be 

met from other sources, This 'WS$, li(i)cH!ptedby the St>tP 

members., 

As regards the proposed Enniskillen march on Sund.aY', 

13 February" .Mr Cyrl'i2 said this was notexpeeted to be m-uc'b 

of a suc:cess.. There was less suppor t t or t he e RA in 

Ferms,fia.gh than elsewhere and the SDtP would not be' 

participating (the march was being organised by the 

N~'l'thern Resistanee Movement). The SDLP tav'oured a major 

march every 3/4 weeks. 

Mt O~~R~ill1 o,inecl that the IRA had done a great deal. towards 

bringin.g ' ... 
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bring1ng down the Stormont government a.nd it would be 

unw1se to oppose them. Mos t ot thost present expressed 

d ia.gT'eement w1 th thi.s; View. 

The meeting concluded at &;'15 p •. m., 
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