
NATIONAL ARCHIVES 
 

IRELAND 
 

 

 
 
 

 
Reference Code:    2003/16/462 

Title:  Copy letter by CV Whelan, Minister 

Plenipotentiary at the Embassy of Ireland to 

Great Britain, sent to HJ McCann, Secretary of 

the Department of Foreign Affairs, reporting on 

a meeting with Kelvin White, head of the 

Ireland Division at the Foreign and 

Commonwealth Office, at which the former 

presented an aide-memoire from the Irish 

government calling for a withdrawal of British 

troops from Catholic areas, the ending of 

internment and a declaration of Britain’s 

intention to achieve a final settlement in 

Ireland. 

Creation Date(s):  1 February, 1972 

Level of description:   Item 

Extent and medium:   8 pages 

Creator(s): Department of the Taoiseach 

Access Conditions:   Open 

TSCH/3: Central registry records Department of the Taoiseach

© National Archives, Ireland



Copyright:  National Archives, Ireland. May only be 

reproduced with the written permission of the 

Director of the National Archives. 

 

TSCH/3: Central registry records Department of the Taoiseach

© National Archives, Ireland



TSCH/3: Central registry records Department of the Taoiseach

© National Archives, Ireland

1 ... t ebrunry 1912 

In accordance with you 1netruottoll8. I call.d l aat 

$ven1ng on Mr it ~v1n wbi.te:.Counsellor and H$Qd ·of t h 

Ireland Div1 ion et the For eign end COmmonwealt h 1'fl0. 

and hand d him an llde- em.o1r (eo!>.7 tt cheA). I also 

gave him a copy of the stet_ent \,lh1cll Md bOG 16sued 

:in Dublln OD.. behalf of the Dtp~ent of the ~aoi ea. 

from whioh th t r ale of the A1de-Memc1n had ,"en teken. 

Mlt. Wh1 te !p'ec.l V d me at 5. '0 Ih • and I 1fa8 111 th him 

ter slJ.shtl, o .... er an hour. 

It ~ reM .hedoaua nta I «a .... Ilia" Mlr .. \'b.1te .' aid 

that perl'lapi 1 t wa not coneot for him to COJm'Ilent on the 

ter.ma of tbe . • -M ire but h. proc •• te4 t. «1v. hi ' 

Z',.ot10tHl the tat_ant .issued ill Dublin. . 'It 

pa.rileular17 critlcal ot the .epeldna ~raph all.d .a1d 

that •• weft pnj ~ the r-MUlie of u -~Ub7 tlMoh 

ha4 It b.._014.4 upon. To <li1 e.ny vereton of th 

• .,ant that vu 1A eeafUo' .. 1 th QUI" (J.oveRlUnt · now 

wu avel7 th y·ery es,ene. of prej:Udptn"". b ' p~, 

I point ... 011 tha " the . r1tUh. 7 epoke_ ha alreliUlJ 

ma«. et t_.ate 1tik1oh ,,_re Ut :tla&N1lt OOlltra41n1.i>. 

tf -the aCCOllnllJ of .... part1a1 and lmpnju<l~ee ob.erver • • 

At th1.a p&1nt , "wb.1t. took up the 4etaU.ed ".pon 
which had b en re ind ero. the (I. O.C. Northem Ireland. 

_ wh10h appea:re Ul "the ft.... todar. He r 4. it out 

to me an4 when he ha :tiD1d..d aeklJi •• wheth.x- w "e ... not 
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prepared to "COGpt that the A.'1:'rJJ:1 h44m$zo.ly "t11raed the 

fire of gu:t11tt fl. and nanb~ h throwere. 1 said 'tJ1e.~ 'our 

(JoY.mIle" ba4 thetr own re,l1abl.e aouroe$ ofblfome:t"on. 

back.cl .. b11ihe aOCO'Wlta ot nelltl"albserven uell aa 

.ew.~per " '. 4 ,bat th... eontrad1ct.e4 .hl. A1:'t:Iti' 

_ta:'emtmte. At tb.l 8'~. Mr,. Wh1" .aake4 .• lfhriker I 

was $&Ylq. bat th Artq was 1ielltng 11... 11' eo, there 

_enot, _ch point in oveet.lnu1ng to ·~.s the ma.tter. 

At th;l. mo :ellt the tUopbone %"8I18an.d WA •• _ resumed cv 

eO)lversa;t1on I Jotat 4 o-ld that the ArIrly's ~ coJ'dln regard 

.., aeeouat. 0t pr~oll. iacldent.* UlVO,lvtng d.ath of 

clvU1ue 414 act l.eJl4 1)1'$Cit..1\)11'. t 'o' their acoouat of: tll ' 

event. in D'fl'r)" on: SU:rld.,." It wall net a qu •• tlcm o~ my 

aY:l::n« tbat the .A:rJ41 WM telling l.~_ e but et 'tin. reje(tt!.on 

by I~1.sh people and neut~ obeervertJ al1ke of the Artrq't s 

f.ten to 1"14 11;&811 o'f 'tIil.a.H. :a •• idee the fact that th 

Bri t1&h GOV$l"l'.UDftt ha4 now e.rm:oucee an oft1cJ.a1 enquJ.rF 

prove' that pU};;Uc Ol'1a1on tn lb't t1z.\U ~ indetad .b. th ' 

\If()rli (.Ntte14e" demanded fUl iaV .. $Ug't1on et~ than that 

oarr1'. d OlIt 'by the A'1!tay itself. Mr. WMte' _111' 1& d 

that th Army AeON mu t be; aoo . p~tt4. lfe$'lqu!l"e_ whethelr 

I would beprepare4 to withdraw my pe"f1oue r~ks 1.f the 

offioial enquu,. JI"",84 that allthee6 waG ba4 been abot 

1I.~ . '1ther gunm 1'1 Gl" nd1bmnhn. I rill .. 4 to a~Q.p' 

'Cbi. ohal1eqe ased 811 a h1Jf)1the:t1ca1 out$O" of the 

e:a.qul17 and. ID'. Whi te lto."Qd 011 te the other mat'te:r set 

out in t.he tatement wh:tahlhanded b:»a. 

Ho sa,id that 1~ seemea, to him thatw were now lee'turblg 

the lir1t18h G.over.amBnt on how they should oa:n:y eut 

p01107 111 th1a the tJn1te4 Kingdom ana this w · hal'd17 

aeoeptabJ... fll. call tor the 4Jn:medute wtthdrallal. ot 

Bri:'!ah troop from Defti7 and Catholic ghettO'. e1 .nfhere 

wa • in an)"oa . , not a ~e that would eOlltribute to th . 
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ftl,.uticm .. t '\hfl )II"O''bla. .... ,~ tOI' '1'_ ....... 
es: b8:rea.... i $I *- a1ao.ft.,," ~-"'oa ...... • -.s.'ala' 
'to JU"_ i ' _ Jll'OWftlal qu..u._ *Vha .... ,.. , , 'Qc 

, • .to, ~ J'O-V'ld.t.?"' . 8 •• ~ \M\ .. 

a~~..blch ba4 ~ lUG ., tU »ntlla A,.." ;$a, ".. 

Jlf1~h ka4 .-, vltlt coaai4fW.blA .. 4M. ,., Mil101!l8 

'.~u. ad :ia ouwtat1al UM, ~., I pou.te« It'Ut. 

tu:rw"'J". iba". Wo-eft.M '~. tt. rdlS:ta17 ,.~ .. 

alIh' ha; , bee. -._ ~r Ba. 1Iht<fth •• 7 ha4 ha _ft1e4 

ftt Jwl CM.J;:Utt.~3' Aliena,," ,ha (Jatul14 ..... oair. 

w. M4 ... 14vallJ.;f: t.~t on t~ ,oUtt." Hr., iihl". 

_ft:W~d.~ tlJtt,' t lit') '-:. ~olW lf$~ id~ U8~J:l~ ..s, 
.U ' .. ' ftUe -uMe _~ ' ' !41~ itl.o., lJhil.e l1!enlla.a 

id.tt et a.,.ftl bM., Cl; " ,1 m:014 ~t , i;n ~ , :Cb ~ 

Artq' , , , 'bcthavea 1n $!1h:et"l"fidkiese l)lf tlrt~.l i'ashioa. 

ft." ... ' .:t It\'~:t tut4\ " at t'.l"tftertns CaM tIlJ ~14 

IF. ld .. ~u.~ ~,.~ ,hift 4ift$l; ~ ~e»b pt!ltpol't.1~ t() $hW 

~ • #-.btuct .tteet 'ff tf!1e~ftt ~~' f/J. ' t~t'b« W 

he t ' l .. 4tHI. :sbetutl&ll:r th ~ta4:t 0: .X;plAel;fM 

iafol..... b ~bbll 1 -eUftl't.. ~" o:tt&ri ~o j\t$tit)' lh.- _Q~. ltr -~, .o1tm't!f!e md.anot wS:$, :1' 

:J01ctd, 0'\1:\, .,.. '0 Cha11!(f1tgflf {)It VarlQ\i,8 l'~U.:ut,u ., E~ 

1t' th.· rteur •••• oo'r"e-t .• the peBt.~.:1b11ity of a ~ge 

in " :poaq' 1tatJ _t t~ 1Cto '.000_'. 0 ' b1; 1nC tho 

WO JM~ 'Id."b tb. Nftetle et n:plotdD 'lJ in $. 

oaU ...... U.et &~ ba,m,. ftnvt1t\;lt~4, :ri~ ~Y1do,* 

tba't •• 1' ODe ,oa it" ". bat. l>t'~t atoll' tM Jl'Ppa1'wt 

ftRlt:. W:b&~ 'tU iclM'r ,,:41a,. I nggeat_. we. tU&t ft_ if tU .. ~. 1ft q1t .... ta .... ~. "e:'C ~.f\:l,l:b" 

.m_t78 .... , tu ldnori~ l'O'pzlat1- bd, 'b.-~ 

.., ~ft4 'to a ~. Whtclt. lul4 114 ill"$. '.\17 t~ t •• 1.1"' 

., .... , -u. .. 't:loa 1ft_ 1106 .... t~rlt,.., f1tOfttoa', 

.. ot tile ~ Poltee.. Yl1ere .. ft. et'iAet\. 't~" 

lVSe .. flU .. , .t t _ ' C.*bolt., JOpt1atla ... 1191Jfe 
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in fear of British Army ndds.. l>1r. Wh:ttesug~est.e' that 

fe-ar was not so muCh thelrdom1nat1ng feeling as hate 

rfleul tiag :from a 10S8 of pride and d1gn1 'by experienc.e4 

in: the course of Army seuChea. 

AB regari.. the endot lntemment Without trial, Mr. White 

suggested that the s·eou.r1ty situation must lmpTove' to the 

potnt where violenoe would virtually oease before 

internment eoul4 be .nd.ed. I po1nt9dou1: that there ha.d 

been severa1suggeet1ons. ae to how internment eould be 

phuetl Gut, bY' br1:nging $barges in ease.s of de:f4.n1te 

eV1deno. ancl by releaSing these aga1net whom t here was 

none J or by setting a t1metable for the end of internment 

and releaelnc a subtltant,!al number If'or1bw:1. th., as suggested 

Apart fr,omthe deterioration 

in COllJID.'UlU.ty relationS that had been brou.ght about by the 

internment pol!q the posslb11it1e8 of fru1tfnl inter-party 

ta1kehatl come to nothtng because of the ~si8tence on 

ma1ntaln1ll& and atencU,n,g internment. We had some 

argument on this potnt. Mr. White claiming that rtolenee 

was alreadl increasing b.efor. internment and t .hat the 

measure 1 t8.1~ had enabl.e' the 13rt t18. Arrq both t Cl 

neu't:ral1se 1nd1vldual t.rroriste and to obtain a. va.st 

amount of llnformat.Loll X:orturihe .. re4uot1en 0:1 terrorism. 

1 pOinted out that we were back to t .he pout we had 

rea.Qh.dearl:l.~ name17, his empbasiw on military SUOiiJesaes 

whUe the 008lp1et. alienation 0'1 the Cathelia minority 

had beflll 'brought about DY the aotions of' the ml11ta17. 

As ~.gard. the rOLe of the ParatroopeH Mr. \Vb1 te ola1med 

that they were a h1gbiy d:ti!leipl.1ned toroe and were uru..tkel.y 

to engBB8 in breach.s of professional Army conduct. I 

rep11e4that no doubt they were highly tratned an.tld1s.ciplinH 
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~Qr ., taeka aIl4 eug •• ,that tb.,- had Me 

oJ"iUft\ 12tdar.t4 .1n COl\fI!tor1ttdl, tr1 

:,. .. ~ .. whi'. d14 ut cc:matltu_ t~ _ "-7 

If1»J17. ' . hite -.14 '\ba" he ha4 ~~ , ;t 

to ' . Oh up . fOUl tla-. Brt ta1a .~ J._ mtentton 

1e ech1 ••• a UMl afrttleull' $:'L _. Ir1eh tue&'ti' a.t 

"bat • _ate~ ~ tha, parpo_ b9~. a. ' 1nt ' 

out tbat the Gov~'" <1 al.nM:r QOeptft pro 

f{f>r illter-pe""J'dl. __ ... at V.atuutu tono 
talU with t })OlJ. tl1oe1 ~. 1ri 'bothpu1Je of lHl 

n14 .e me. tl'Jat e •• oa:r.,... .. 81u>ul be o.al.JAd 801011 

~_ the Of brSDgiDS _bO , UIlifJ.oe.t1 · "I I , ,bUd 

ftt tb ua1fl, ~t_ had 'ut bee .,.o1fl~ ".to .. " 

te but t "0 ,t. ,POl1or' , that it 18 t 

• 

o.al.7 t ... eolll'toa ,hat '~"'11l. bd.DB ~ $.114 '"""'1"'t1-7 

t ' , eo1. ~ 1~". 'ltidn t.ta1 .. eral eoawd 

'the iGf'er. would pruwaabl.7 •• 

<> lA. tu , .,e1_ ' the ldaor1tr 

.. awtlitiA in Xrelab4 to "OOltOl,le the1r' 41U..." .. 

10 __ ttJwal'd8 , 'ty. Ae ~ 'bsc."h 11. ' iIlorit 

Ut ~:bIml Irel it • ft01f clear ,bat the" WOUld 11evft> 

ap1n b7 . ' G-owtma._ ~ ","S. atlT • 

,ot tu ' :l<mt _~~_,. Hr., _1. Ud not tU.cuP theft 

, t 81" po1rlta 111. 4et '1 but ' ere17 ft'tera;;" lde v1a1.r 

"'ha ... Br4.tleh ~t wul4 b. :Pft'JU'e4 to t llc 

a~ eallA ' It it the~r parUu to 8U; 

of O\U' Go,..ftJ .. ~ • ita demtUUl' 

1a • di.pl. 



TSCH/3: Central registry records Department of the Taoiseach

© National Archives, Ireland

of Ml'!' FaulkaeF v1ng tovarie a . c,re .f'1.,ex1b19 position 

wotll4 new unfo.Pbunat,el)" bethwari$4 . Be ref'.ned .In this 

GOfttelit to Mr Jliulknel" t El r -eeb.t remark _ abou.t a ooalltlon 

Go- emment 01). 'the lues ot the l'taritdl C~l1 C;a)me'_ 

W ' Ctau1.4 hal'4l1 eQe:ot MI"~ Faulltrtu .Jt01t to vi 'hh.11l4 a 

str<m.g "Bot!._ .0 our pu.bUe 4 __ d8. Hr., 1Ieatll. tor h1.& 

~. b4 to eomd,4er b1s poalt1on and wltat &--1tlsh JUbl.i.o 

ephiOftf.«&t •• pect h1m to SIa'¥- 1ll l"eplr t. $Uoh a 

etat meat ~_ 'Our ao.~t. I poat.cl out t.hat 

what..,.er pre ' uX"' · • H$ath fd,ght be 1AJldQ~ ... thtiV were 

notl'd.q eom to thOe at pr_se .. ' \).~ ea.periEm:CM bl' 

ourGon~t. v. hoped. that th British GoT&nmaant \110'1114 

&1"''' very . _ ri,oue COJl$tA«:vati·Qa ". O\U" proposel.. and 

w0Ul.41le-t rejeot the. "'01 ban4. !lth llouioaly lead 

'0 a ~h 11'4et riQratle 111 tbi, present .fIIIi. l __ table 

1 t'uatt.&'ft... On th eth..... bad a e$'u1del"ed replJ' b1 th! 

Brlt',ish Go",emment would, help to $aN 1htI sltuatle. and to 

reduce the pr 8ea__ tendOB ta 1~4" itlrill 84 S(J'f1th. 

Bef'OrEl' hm!loluc1ed I etnpha.sued to Ml". White that •• quJJi 

.xpttot all offioial BrlUsh Goveftlll'tlnt ~eaot1on 'to the 

',%'0":881$' • t ..... be ..u.' .... MeJIOUte . ltl t)le __ time, 

t wOU14 eOI1V 7 Me permm.al reanlAa to m.,s.OV$~". 

)1e veUU un4.rs'tm:i.ot ~~. thA'.~ et tit. pb1nta 

abolt'i wM. 'W ha4 4L_. -.dcm. _a :e~J1t lft)N GcU'te1d'6 

117 ~'1ate 1M'ih.ct'~ 'Qllt ,x ha4 ".aY~i ' .. 

"pM,,:, $-0 tar .. ponlhJ... the pn,_.t vbQ an. mood 

01 the In_ GoYal'l.U1len' and pe&pl.... W. ft~g.d remark. ·~ 

of r_&Ht .n the prfu,e.t conf.ltlfta Qf l"el.at1.ou b.'weea. 

/' 
. r 
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... 'ttfo " ,lea. . ". ,hiM~...,."" -, , iN 

__ l .... the -"" 1'MP1e "0 ... pI... .. 

ae W-. tta ~ to .... -~ 1a . . .. 
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'k~ ;utl~h ~~~t ~td.d;{4~ t;b;,t't ,~'t M\'i ~"* ,cl .. 

'. th,. ~!t. ;.1r~~t tbt ~_1r' p.ll~1~~ ~ 

" -tt~ •• i~p'4.~ ~ .... i!~~' 1r~' :b DIV 

(1) the ~,: •• wtt~~'" at ~:'l.~'}b t~~Jj f~ 

jJ ... ~ "'at ft., ,;tkOUOI p,~1t_~~"."; ~ • 
~_~·tt{.f3; .'1 ~m"~fIl_ f,j;t~t tll41 ~M~·.l fi:J 

'~~1J . . , 

(') e <i!",eel' .~..i_ .1' ~}:',tt;atft' ~ tuhtA't<l.. to ~!eld.~ 

a t1tJ~ ' ~r~rtl __ t ()~ t_~ Id~h ~l1$~,tlen ~_ 

th ' ~n"'i1tl~(tt1_, .. f ~.l'i!l'ie~ t 'E»r that 

ftl~ 11'1~ fev ,~t a~~ _'l$:t!~d, t , $ n~h'_ 1 • . ~ 

~_ btl'1q; ~hRtfa". ~ &lMb4!~e t;Mi t )1._ 

'J7.~1. tfill. pJt ~, .t t~ ,,!,.~~_ • . , 
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