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" ,.. , \ ] T ' h Today we mark the 50th ,t:\l1tHVE?rS ary or \:. ,1e 1\ng _o- _.rlS ! 
Truce which came into effect on the 11th J~ly , 1921 . 

It was the end inq of c~nturies of c onflict with England 
and he r alded the -beginning of Irish indepe ndence . 

In the 5 0 year s which have elapsed it becomes pos s ible 
t o s e e the Tr uce as t he beginning of a new relationship 
between the Englis h and the Iri s h and not just a 
temoorarv end io violence and bloodshed . For the 
fir~t ti~e in this ancient c onnection the will of the 
Iri s h peoel e , democr aticalJ.y expr es s ed in their own 
choice · of · th:ir political le adership, had ac hieved a 
resp onse from a'British Covernme nt which admitt ed that 
the arrangements between the t wo isl ands should be 
discussed "and negoti ated . Wha t ever happ ened thereafter 
in Ireland , what~ver the mist akes made , whatever the 
goa ls unreached, there st ands out cle arly the fact that 
~n the I1th- July 1?21 B rit~i~ had final l y been brought 
to agree to recognIse the I rI s h nati on . 

How have we used the measure of freedom ac hieved? 
Each one of us will answer thi s qu est i 8n by referenc e 
, \ . J • t' .t:' I . f" "(0 nlS or .1er own appr ecla- lon OL "(nB a l ms 0 "(ne 
generations gone before us; by ref er ence to his or 
her own contribution to the pr e sent and by reference 
to his or her own exnect ati ons f or t he future . For 
myself , I would c ons~der it fair to,r e c a l~ ~h a t in the 
lifetIme of many of us we have surV i ved CIVIl war , 
econ om ic war and world war. By our own efforts , in 
these past 50 years , we have est ablished an economy 
which is so far in adv ance of the positi on 50 years 
2go as, to bear littl e c omp aris on \Nith our c onc:iiti on 
\:\'l;en :)ail . Eir e ann fir s t began t o 0s s um ~ the resl?ons~bi l ities 
or governIng . I would also c onSIder th e c ont r ibutIons 
we Gave mad~ and c ont i nue to ma ke in international 
af .t::l)- -y.c: :l"nc··l + o" 'r(',,\-cl a' o ·· .... -.. al-}· s a ...l..; (~ ll S l-y ne- n~ ,.~ :::ans . 1. L' __ J. ;:> <-" 1 _ '- , 1', . __ . .... J. ~j (" . J. , L .. ~ ,-,' . - U I '.) J -'0 0 . ' 

i nc ons iderable in rel a t ion to our human and material 
res ources . I would c ons ider also the gr ea t and hearteni~ 
incr ea se in the n~mber of youn g peopl e wh o now remai n 
at home and to wh om res 1=, onsibi l it·/ for the country can 
s afely be passed in their time with full confi dence in 
their qua li ties and abili t ie s . I woul d consider too 
the pr aspect a'vvai t inq us of entr ~{ t o the E;Jr onean Ec onomic 
Comm unities if the Irish lJ eonle sh ould s o ded_de . In 
such an exercise of sover~ i g~ty they are fr ee , thanks t o 
the men and women whom we C00m em orate today, t o decide 
for themselves wher e the future of Ir eland lies . 

Having considered these, among other t hings , my re ply would 
be th at we have justified the struqqle for our freedom 
and that we have fulf i lled many of-ihe hop es and aims of 
thOse who fought for our freed om and maint a ined our 
separ ate identity thr ough centuries . 

But th ere still remains the division of Ireland . As long 
as it lasts the North remains unable to c ontribute its 

. . t l' 1 1 . t energIes, 1 S SK1_ .s , 1 · 5 resourc e s t o the Iri sh nati on _ 
and the whole c ountry is the poorer for th at . 

In l ooking today at the predicament wh ich afflicts 
contemporary soc iety in Northern Ireland and affects the 
public mind and tr anqu i lity throu ghout the whole island 
I see no advance to be made by engaaina in discussion as 
...l.. t ~. _, -' 

~o whose was th e gr e a t e s t res pon s ibi l ity 5 0 years aqo for 
~he f a ilur e the n of political thought a~d action in - these 
islands out of which OUr country b6came divided . It mus t 
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be clear now , even if it was not admitted then , that ih 
a country of such div erse traditions as ours , so inter
mingled physically and cult:urally , CJE:ogra~)~ic sel:::a:ation 
could not and cannot s olve the kind of problem that we 
have . There are many different kinds of Irishmen ; 
there are not two separate Irelands . 

• • 1- llb rC'" t t To anyone who holds otherwlse , l t SI10D .0 . 8 sUItIclen. 0 

sav that hardl v more tha.n 6 <J)6 - if ('Nen th a t - of the 
, - .• ~ r " '1: t' Northern pOpulatIon to el any sense Or heredl~ary oO_lga~lon 

to anothe~ ~overeiqntv; that they form a majority in less 
than half the area - of'oart of our Northern provinc e and 
that their greater 1. oyal ty is to thc'i.! own idea of themselres . 
Non e of those things warrants breaking Ireland in two . 

Perhaps the national majority need to examine their 
consc iences in relation to the national minori ty. Have 
our pol itic al concepts been sufficiently wide to include 
them? Have we been considerate enough about the things 
· ... h. }-,} ' i. _ ._ , .. l,..., ,,-'-.] c:.t. 'Y) ' l' j""', .. li (."ey . a .. leva ~n as pas "" .t, .. ,no.l.e._y a~, \"B L . 1, gll~ "a- .. _ev e 
otherwise? Do we agree that as John Hewitt wr ite s , t hey 
H have right 5 drawn fr om the s oil and s ky·r 'Nh ic h are as 
good as any ti tle held by any p~evious migration into 
Iraland? 

If we can answer thasa Questions to their benefit , then 
we arB entitled t o sua q ~st that the consti t utiona l 
oredelictions of the ~ 6rthern majority should take sec ond 
, • l ' ~ " - 1 . h t th .... place to thelr oe1n9 lIlsn . 1 be~lev e t, a e nOl...lon 
of being Irish is not the prerogative of sectional 
int?re~ts; it is 00~ ,a private possession . To make it 
so 15 turther to d lv1oe. 

The division of Ireland has been compounded i n no small 
measure by thoughtless misrepresentations on all sides . 
The resort to ca sual vi olence and the death s of many 
peopl e are frightening realities . Those who allow 
themselves to be caught in webs of inte ns e fee l ing do 
not understand their own situation . To hold seriously 
to ~'hp \f)' el " t r1" t Par't-i +i ~'n 1'" a na·,'Jer \1\I ;1 1 l +0 he· unnladA l.. " ~ ~.v ~ (,.;. ~. : ~ ,.-.. ~ :'. ~ . .I i --: '-' !.,J r:-,; . .............. _ ; Iv "'-' ~ .... 

by a stroke of legIslaTIon, is to indulge in an 
ir~esponsible and dangerous !l~ght from reality . I~ . 
falls to gaUge the true condlt l on and temper or the I r Ish 
people , North and South . 

We should never foraet th at each act of violence, by 
whomsoever or in wh~tev er manner done , is a dec l aration 
of int ent that peaceful progress will not be tol erated . 
The national majority have the primary du ty and responsibility 
if they wish to make proqress towards the achi evement of 
Ir ish ;In i ty by aqreement: They mus t come to t (?l'ms wi th 
the fact that the p:roceS~3 will be slow, sometimes 
frustrating and so~etimes painful . In searc hing for 
common 9rou nd we must ta.ke account of theSE! things whi c h 
vvork aCjainst understanding . i\rnong thE,se, fear rank s fir st. 
It is an all pervasive thine . Violence is born out of 
fear, fear of- the truth, fe~r for the future , f e ar eve n 
of understanding . Many people, North and south , are 
afraid of what a united Irish society might mean for them . 
They fear what change might do to them , to their fam ilies, 
t o their way of life . They fear to admit t he legitimacy 
of opinions of which they cannot personally approve . 

Per haps this derives mainly from a past which has all too 
frequently been characterised by mutual suspicion . I t is, 
never theless , also a past in which we take ~ur several 
pride. For the pres s nt and for the future of Our country 
there should be no shirking the fact that socie ty, bei ng a 
live and varied t hing , responds to change and must be . 
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responsive to chanqe , when change c omes about in terms 
of Irish unity . 

In my speech 1 ast Jul y on the E?Ve of the Ora nqe par ades 
I mentioned " the othe r qreat tradition in Ireland and in 
our history - that of the majority in the North i

; . Those 
who share in that tr adi ti on ne ed no reassurance from us . 
For many reasons th at tradition r ef uses to enter the mai n 
stream of the cultural life of our country . It is a 
source of sadness to me as an Irishman thus to see its 
perspective dimmed; to see it severed from its own 
cultural hinterland; to see it set adrif t withou t 
adequate moorinqs either here in Ir e land or in Britain . 
It ioo , must ch~nge in the direction of tolerance and 
brotherhood and away f r om provocati on . 

The Governm ent have stated , many times , our view that 
Ireland should be unit ed . We have made it clear' that 
the unification we s eck is one obtained by agr eemen t. 
There is no thr eat in this way to any fair demand of 
the n2ti ona l minori ty . In the se circumstances and i n 
the light of the fri endly relations wh ich exist between 
the peoples of Ireland and Britain we consider it unwise 
to continue the kind of Guarantee t o the Nor th which 
makes intransigence a vi;tue and si l ences reason . The 
Ire l and Act , 1949 , pledge s British support , financia l and 
militar y , as well as British pr es tige . in a ma nner which 
is inconsistent both with the decisi ons taken and wha t 
George V said 50 years agO . Its principal result , in 
i ts Drssent form is to enCO',HaQe inf amous conduc t, 
repr~sented again and again . o~ the streets of Be lfas t 
and Derry and elsewhere throughout the North . 

It would t ake nothinq away from the honour of Britain or 
the rights of the ma30rity in the Nor th if the British 
Government were to declare their interest in encouraging 
the unity of Ir el and , by agreement , in independence and 
in a harmonious relati onship between the two isl ands . 

This second historic s tep would forward the work begun 
fifty years ago vvhen Brit ain and t he Irish nation agr eed 
to a Truce . If it were t aken , me n of gOOdwill , in or 
out of office , North and South , could begin to discuss 
their differences without the constant threats of unholy 
crusades . 

We comm emorate today the men and women , some of vvhom 
sacrificed t he ir l ives , others their li bert i es and others 
their health or fortune t o bring us to the his toric 
dec is ion which the T.ru ce repres()nted . Some of them are , 
ha pp ily , still with us; having s erved Irel and fi r s t as 
soldiers , they later served as polit icians , administrators 
and in many other capacities . Some died when brother s 
I a ter fought aga i nst eac h other . Other s d led in the 
fulness of time having c ontribut ed their ent ire lives 
first to attaining fr~edom and then to the managemen t 
of our af f airs . 

This Gard en of Remembrance and the st atue we have today 
dedicated to t he men and women who gave their lives -
so that we should be free - and gave their t al ents - so 
that we should use our freedom well - are the least 
tokens of a nation !s respect and gratitude . They wou l d 
ask of us , and expect of us as well , a new determination 
to make our country worthy of the history whose greatest 
chapters include them . 

I t is still our ear nest de s i re to brinq about a l as ting 
ceace between the peoples of Ireland a ~d Britain . But we 
sti l l await the necessary political decisions elsewhere . 
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I quote from a l etter addressed to Lloyd George by President 
de Va l era on l Oth August , 1921: 

if As regards th e qu·::, s t i on at issue between the p 01 it ie al 
mi nority and the gr ea t majori ty of the Irish people , th at 
must remain a qu esti on for the Irish people t hemselv es 
to se t t l e . \:1e ca nn ot admit the ri ght of the British 
Governme nt to mutil at e our cou n try , e ither i n its own 

J ' f' . . f 1.J.. · intere st or at the ca .l 0 - any seC~ lon o. our popu a Ll on; 
we do not c ontemp l a t e the use of fo.rce . If your 
Governme nt stands aside , we can eff ect a complete 
rec onciliati on 11

• 

Thi s still rec resents our hop e s , our motives , our c onvictions . 

Surely enou qh bitternes s and unh app ines s have resulted fr om 
the d iv is i o~ of ou r coun try to demonstr ate that policy 
cannot c ontinue along a neg ative pat h and that enough 
time has passed for st atesmen t o se t posit ive for wa rd-
lo okinq q~idelin es . The r eGurre nc e of bloodshed and 
bigotr ~ in th ~ North dem onstr ates the unwisdom of continuing 
pol icies whi ch enc ourage th e perpe t uat i on of the influence 
and even authority of the l eas t att r ac tive el ement s among 
the Norther n community . It is cle ar th at the rec onciliation 
which Pr esident de Va le ra c al led fo r 50 years ag o wi t h the 
end ors ement of men l ike ColI ins , Bru qha and Gr i ff ith and of 
all of you who fou qht t09 E~ ther; that reconciliation which 
now agai n is incr easi ngly advoc ated by me n of go odwill 
whatever t heir polit i ca l pr inciples mi ght be , remains 
fundame nt al both to peac e in the Nor t h and to harm ony in 
Ir el and . Surely we have shown in all the decades of our 
independe nce a suffic i ent car e f or other me n's beli efs to 
convince Britain and the Nor th ern majority that the unity 
of Irel and carrie s no thr e at t o any of th e ir r ea l interes t s . 

The imp osed "settlement H of 50 years ag o wa s unwelcome for 
vari ous re asons to all parts of Irel and . To have given 
it a new and diff er e nt guar antee alm os t 30 years later , 
in the Ir el and Act , 1949 , wa s out of accord wi th the 
prospect begu n by the Truc e of estab lishing perma nent 
.rel ati ons of fri endship b etween Irel and and Britain based 
on the unity in indepe ndenc e of Ire l and . 

Let us tod ay .rededic ate ours elves to .rec oncil iati on among 
Iri shmen , North and south . Let us also rededicate ourselves 
to the ma nageme nt of our affai r s in such a way as t o c onii.nue 
t o increase the happi ness and prosper ity of al l the Irish 
people. Let us do t he se t hings i n a sp irit of goodwi ll 
and with r e spect f or human dignity . 

This is how 'Ne c an b(:;st honour thos e whom we commemorate . 
Th is is wha t they would dema nd most l y of us . 

Ag f~acha int siar dGinn , is ro- s h9 i l &ar nach bhf uil dei readh 
fos lei s an saothaf ar cyirea~h.tus l~is ~aog a bliainc6 
s hoin ac h ,. mar a 1uirt me aT ocaid stairiu il eile , gUlm 
g9 raibh se de dhoch as ag a inn 99 dtab harfar dGinn an 
naisiun seo a thabh ai rt slan t r e ga ch fad hb agus gach 
deacracht a th i ocfaidh anuas ora inn i ona5 go dtuilliml5 
butochas na n~lGine a t hi ocfa idh in~r ndiaidh , fa01 mar 
3 thuill ~.r Slnse3r an on6ir at~ ~ thairiscint d6ib h ar 
an lathair seo inniG . 
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