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F t, , 

Hrn·m r\HNI Wi; ':~R 
«C'I,';",M""_-";T;'1:>{ '1:"I'I""f';I;'I!~'_t!.~r~~ 

Ib1r Hce:t h ha.i.l 

'<,d ~-1" b1'ffl C!j"" 'J:)" ..... k:'" m . .,."~",, /1' n .... ~J . .. 4 , ........ J .. u . .,; AJ... J.J \,.~ .. ~ . ' 'i.,'" J.,....,~ \'.,.A.l.~,.R.,. The 

'P~obl em . 

conI.H:,mtrate on. the m·a. ;lo1' problem . 

titro of them. 

GOVGJ.:'lll11snt are tryil1g "1;0 do :t.1".!. I'ol ation t o thg Iq-orth •. 

taking e...n.y p~},X't in t he subst a:..1.t:tve discussions . 

All th:tSl a .ffects ,j ob:) i n i;XH:! 
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i.'ih:tch 111a1l:ea all· th.e more difficult 8. shor t-term solu.tiOJ.'1 

not to mention a long-term one ~ Both oountries V'!111 

shortly ba j oi rdng t he EEC 8lHi "we 'ifOu.ld b e in an. i :tltoler a l')le 

pos ition if we had to bring t hls pres ent s erious pl"oblem 1"."1 

'tv1·t h US 'f • The exis t ence . of trouble in tJ1G ITol"th vlou..ld a,ls o 

pr e!:.~ e:n.t the Six with problems. 

Mr Heath said the situation could escalate morQ and more 
~~~ 

unless there is a break-through . .A main purpor·Hil of the 

n1.eetD~g wa.s t o rE...l)Dove mi sunderstandings and to sae h("'~f the 

ai'tuat1on could best be de.alt T,.rith .. He again repea:ced t h.at 

:nothing \ii.lS to be r egarded. as excluded irem.t the discussion 

a11d ha would l .ika to s ee a ser:'-ous M.d (l€rli o:r111inad a ttempt 

for a.. break-through. 
( . / 

!"''h,g~ ... ~j~£1~l.ej!g..cf1 thanked Nr Heath for his w'al come and dW'elt on his 

01"!!1 feelings of' reticollo@ about having the meeting at th.:i.s 

In this oontext, herefl~:rred" j .. I:lt er alia, to -che 

a.tmosph ore vlhioh had dGvsloped fOllOvting t he recent (;,xohL;tngo 

of t elegr2JTl.s between them. 

in the north came about. The c)J.rrent situation derives 

from part it 1 en .. Part! tion wa.s j,mposed and 1",(;s ex:ts tenoe 

a.l~Tays eonstj.tuted a threat of violenoe because of the e.ftor"t~ 

to maintain the Un.iol1ists in pOl'10r. One-third of the 

pOlmla'tion of the north fa.vour unification of the oountry. 

The attitude of the Unionists is qui.ta 'the contl'>ary e 11he 

Tao5.. s each sa:td he wanted to say quite cat egorically that 

everybody in 'the Republic is dedioa.t e d. to unif1catlol1 aIotU 

the great maj Clri ty war.c'(; 5:1; by J?eacefU::!. means. The approa ch 

Tao1seach ' s ovm, time. 

:1:1'.<';) !fao i s{-)ach COi.ltinue d by s ay i ng t h a.t the Civi l lllghts 
~~vrr-.-~~ ... ».t3!!Y.e:r;;;.tN~l;t) 

) 
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... :) 

a:Wti).ran.ess on the pari of the popul ation , the reaotion. to 

unfair trea:t ment of ·the minority was bound to become .t:H,ra 

forca:f.tl.l and more meaningtu.l. 

to a small section of the (.~omunllll ty but" tollcJ'~dng the e''''Ernt(~ 

of 1968 end 1969 ~ ·the I RA has inevl'Ga'bly gai:ned tsreater 

:tn recent t:tmes 41 

tnirH)ri ty are looking t o the 1I1.A r.a:the:t~ than 'co theiJ .... mm 

u.gai.n.st v101ano~. 

At first p the reforms eocxti0d to bo ef:feotive anci to be 

the substa.noe of tht3' refor'l:()'s has ta.ken over .. T.his has 

contribut ed to an 0scalat.ion of the 'troubles Met 5.0 ber:dno, 

trying to help the mlnority rapr~sentat1vea not only to hold. 

tihe.:lr gronnd but to re-esta.blish their influence with thos@ 

nO~1eVel". ID.lving left stormont. they aT.'~ 

determined not to go back on t he basi.s of the ataiil1S q.uo. 

It is f,',. matt er for Westminr:rr.:o1.' and Dublul to try to help thej'jl 
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a very serious sltuat:i.on w'ill a:;."',:t s e i:1: they a:<'e convicted .• 

They were merely going to the assistance of Mr Logue who was 

by no means violont inlu.s intentions. If !~Iessr8 Hums and 

Cooper are oonvicted and penalised , a very serious aitua't1on 

will t hen exis t 41 

The T~.h~each said he fully shared the Frlme Z1inister' s view 

that the situation ill the 140rth is very grave indeed~ The 

Taoiseaoh's policy has e~l'rd.ys been 'to seek un1ty through peace 

and as a 1"0sul t of the events of 1968 a.nd 1969 ha has com.e tiO 

symbolise this a.pproach. The ma.jor:i.ty 1:n the D~.11 at'HI Se119,te 

agree with this lirHit . It ,. howevEn:~li the posi'tj.or.!. of' the nau 
lisrs to be "TeakenGd.~ this ' oould l ea.d to a sj,tuation of netu; 

" 
oivil war. The TBoiseach said t hat he passion.a tely felt 

that, unless there ""'(u~ some polj.ti(;al 'break ... ,through at t h.:ta 

meeting, the exercise 'l10uld be of doubt1Ul vaJ.uejj. 

some economio effeots on the South. Th.i.a is mairlly HO in 

the case of tourism lrhioh has been below expectations :L,..." the 

last two years. On the industrial side, 1;he effect has 

not been very serious. The l'iortherll s:i.tua tion :1.9 aLl th.~ 

more unfortunate in the context of ths impending entry of 

our two oountries into the EBC . It C~U10t be a good thing 

for two neighbouring and friend.ly countries to have to 

oarry this pI'oblem i nto the EEC with them., Tho Taoiseach 

stressed that Wo are not go1.ug into 'thEl BEe hecause of the 

effect of membership on the Northern question. . Cur 

joining ·~he EEC may help rcnmifica tion but vre have all,rays . beol1 



DFA/10 Department of Foreign Affairs: Secretary’s Office

© National Archives, Ireland

, 

- 5-

a:ttempt rd;a miJ.i tary solution can only increur.:.:e d1.saffecrtioll 

among the m.inor! ty. He did not say tJm't; stormont must 

ill Commiti:; eea ,,;as nO'1:; enoueh. What ha.s to be realised 

1.s that ·the SD1~P, having withdrawn from St,ormont, canno·t 

{l,O back on the present ba.sis. 

The IRA are a. reality bu.t acts of Violence are :not 

l1soessar:ily exclusive to the IHlt" Some o:f ·chase act~:il 

l.ll.r.-3,ji' ha.ve been peI'l)etrate'd by others. Ttw Taoiseach said 

that he is as strongly opposod to "the InA as I'1x'Q Heath 

is" It is serving no uSeftl.1 l')urpose but vrs have I101'1' come 

to such&. d.angerotJ.s point that a i\ll."ther deterioration 

:1.6 1nli,::vi t able l.m1eso there is a poli t5.cal bre.s1:t-th.x"ough# 

Commenting on [ds speech 011 the 11 th Jv.1y, the J.:ao.1.seacll 

said he asked the 13l"i tish Goverl'll'nent torefo1'mu.la to i 1:8 

guaranteo to the J.lTorthorn maj ori ty.. VIi th "thj.s gu.arantee, 

the majority wiJ.l be perm8.nently in pallor and in tha.t 

situation there ldll 1.nevi tably be (;t recurrence of 

"l'il"ouble. T.he IRA is a by-product of the si tuatio!l .. 

unification of Irel~md \fottid have to be the u1 timate 

solution 8..llfl ga.ve eJ.l assurance of interest in working 

tower-de this end, this 'vo'U~d be enormously helpful. at 

the present time. 

f1r. Hea.th said. he fu.lly acknowl edp.}.?{l 'tha t; thE1 Taoi:2H)ach _ ... 'l." ,~~ .... 

fol" unifica tion throuch pcncef\u means" 1'he congtt tutioru;J. 
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Ii' the ma,jori ty 1'm.:n:~ "to change the status of the North p 

the Br.i tish Goverl1,ll..1ent wll1 not stand in their "ray .. 

l·b::- e Heath said he could. not accept the Taoiseach e s 

proposal for a change in the constitutional position .. 

f1r. Heath vrent on ,to say that he believes the EEC i-Till !, ,t)L); " 
. L · ( 

in time lead to a :firua,l solution of the Irish problem. i'-:;(·j\c·)'I' /':J
Y

'\ . 

He has always said this in 1'u.rope. Indeed~ he he.s 

~een saying it since the early 19608 and this 1n still 

strongly his belief. 

He could not accept the point of 'Vie~; that the Unionis't,s 

can remain permanently in power. I:E th€~ minori ty had 

in the past accepted the Border unti l. such ..Icime 8..8 

there was majority su})port for un:tfication, then they 

would have had the possibility of getting into power 

in Stor-monta . He admitted, hm·reve);"; that he cannot ses 

the minority changing their minds. 

1.1:r.:. Heath; contL"1ued by saying tha'!; the life of the 

community in the North is being paralysed by gunuen. 

There is urban guerrilla ,·mrfare and the Catholic 

communi ty is bedng intimidated. The Army is" therefore, 

being ,;rongly accused. of coming to. the rescue of the 

Unionists.. The Al"'mY is in fact doing everything possible 

to prevent alj,enation of Cathclics. He said ' that 'tihe 

question is constantly being asked on T. V. as to ,vhy 

the Army is nct being tow;her. He repeated that 

\\festminster is not trying -'Gc find a military solution; 

t hey are simply trying to. deal with urban guerrillas 

who wants. 'tL"1i ted Irel and by force and who 3.1.'e a thr~at; 

to. the established au.thority. 

' . 

g!_!,_E0ath said that Hr. l'l ilson has alleged that 

British Governmnn:t: support is one···sided. ThiB is simply 
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not tzvtvl,e fI Thore la a democre:ticully elected GoVel:TJ1.i1SXl't 

in stormont and the ma jor ity have come to po>!eX' as a . . \ 

result of a falr olect:i.on ifi'...i(;h includes '\ otes at td.gh:tesn.o ! 
I 

Ttds is a. powerfUl a r glunen t aga inst the "ralk- out from 

Parliament by t he minol"l t y representat1 ves.. He :rocai l.ed 

that, at one stage , I'fr. Attlee ha.d said t hat a vmlk-ou't 

1.s ridiculous in a democratic syst em becaUB 1& if YOtI 'rm.lk 

out you have to .~mJJt: back Hgain. 

nr. Heath continued that !1r. F'aulkner has xlOt been 
~ .... 11 ...... 

given sufficient credit :for'iilhat he has dOl1e~ - lIe hasp In 

. fac1;, done a lot. His committee propofsflllt :for example, 

was e. v e:ry f ar reaching one" Thepl"€lsent G-o'\rf .. :rnment has 

f't.:tlJ_y ·ba cked. the D01mirlg Street Decla,ratton. Successiva 

Northern Pl"ime IJliu.1.sters l~ve not been given credl t for wha t 

they have done.. T11.1.8 only e.ncoUTe:tges extremists and 

o~,usca despair on the F'ro"l;estunt s:i.de. I[r. 1:"l8.ulJrl1c;2.,, 9 s ,~) - 1 
~Jhi to Paper clearly ~nd:1. catos that" tI.part :er~nl the ~0tt11t4tS ~~ lA) 

of J~ocal Government boundaries; every:thing else in "t'ihe 1\ '\ 
, .1 
I ~ 

Downing Street Declaration has been given effect. Indeed, '4tl 

most of the Local Government changes in the l~ol'th \'Til1 be 

broueht in in 1972 and this is a speed which cotUd not 

be matched even in this coul1try. 

~!hatever the history of the last fifty years, what; has 

happened :I,n the last ti'TO yoars is very significant. This 

d'eserves recoGni tlon. :tr!r. Heath questioned t.;hy the 

minority has lost confidence in the reform programme and 

asked how' t:r.J..s confidencn can be restored.. At the same 

time, j:t is estieniial to reCO[)1:tse t ho rightc of the 

demccra .le 1 ce.ll~" el ected. Baj ori ty ~ The :posi "'c ion, v!Ot1.ld be 

1'lere not bGiYl,.£; 1· 
tI .-1 

different if the r1chi;If ' of the mi:nori ty 
. \/~. ,)' 

obsorved. 

- \ 
a. JJ1. '. 
\v 
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J~1),thO.'l."'j:t 1.11 t her $ are inJJtmlcoo uhera th~, C~ovu:t"',nment etill 

oontinue to d:1otn:f~~ the pol:tcy of' tho poL1.ca. 
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mentioned the appo:i.nt.-:nent of' a 08ttholic to that 

Authorl ty ,-{ho did no·t l:'41ve the conf'idence of his co-

1'e1ig io11181;s It 

Hr . lIoath said that ;Lf -the Opposition dls8.pprOVQs it 
....... ""'*--

in 11estminster w'hero there is a lax'ge Oppos:i."/iion , i;he 

mean(~ for creati.l1g an offectbre f'UBS certain.1.s' ey,.::tst. 

Howevor, llhare. as ill the North, the same Gove:r.nmen.t 

is pe rr.aanently' in pov,Tor, t 'he si tu..at1on is qu.lte d..ifferEm:t It 

There j .6, in that situation, a serious x'isk o:fthe 

Government becoming arrogan:t" ThG 0l'posi i;io1'). Gon.sequently 

becomes fruotra:~ed f.md the posBibUi.ty 0:[' embarrafJs1r::g 
" 

the Government in the StornlQnt f-Ji tuation 113 bY' no means great .. 

I.n short, the pos! tion of th.e Governmen t :1.8 unJ.,ikely to 

'bo 'Ylea..kened by the Opposition. In these circ.rt.ullstances , 

there can be a certain futility about being in Op.:posi tj~\')n* 

lvIen like Jo.hn HuJlle a.re very reasormble 8.nd 1ntelJ.i;;e:n,t. 

HOii(')ver, l')ccause of his frustrn:l;ion as a membel' of the 

Opposit.1on v he cannot carry the IRA with him. The 

Taoisea.ch said he very much Hant ed 1;0 k eep the minority 

representati.ves' in a position ot influence.. Intact, 

he a pacifically asked them when they came to see him 

recently "mother, in the event of their being put In. ~'l. 

posi t10n of influence . they lIJou.ld be a.ble to br:i.D{;'{ their 

minoti ty followers to heel. 

but only in certain circttmotances. Their pel~anent 

able to influonc l&l the m1noI'it:y,; cOID.oJu.n:tty. 
- ::~n -·· 



DFA/10 Department of Foreign Affairs: Secretary’s Office

© National Archives, Ireland

.... 10 "'" 

more people lfill have to 'be shot {\' Thel"'e [ :,1"0 i.n the 

North t\11ce a.s man,jt licellSOtl guns per capit;;. ns :Ln the 

they \£111013 11'1 a hopeless pos1 tion if' the.re in 8 • 

. backlash.. A~llS ra:i.ds ha.Yo beon ma1nl.y in Cn1,.h.:D .. ic 

al'(Jaa and $omeof thes~ ra:lae have ooen conducted in 

have los t control, of their flocks'1 e,nd therr.:.~ i .u tru.1:: {Ji 

backlash.. The Tao:tseaeh Bt:l.ld that there is Ii.\ be;lie.f 

too that the backlash w11l not come and that the idea.. 

0:( a backlash in being lnlw'tl t lIP by 1~he Br! tiHh eOVe1"'llln(1:nt .. 

to find. s. way of P1.lttill~£ fi., stop to this" He could 

be licensed,; 
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llfr. Heath "vent on tn el1Quj.re wha.t t he minority 
~"'"" .. ·1_ 

representati vas r egard afS El. po11 -1;1ca1 solution. vlhat 

do they regard as a ju.stifin.ble ma.chine of govermnent? 

'l'he Derry . Commission worked llell but the Catholics 

have l'mlked off it. If' there vlere to be a Commission 

, to ad.IlLtnister the Uorth as a whole 'Hno 1{ould Ul1Poillt 

the Commission? If the Br:i.. t:i.sh Govermnent were .1';0 I 
appo~t the Commission t hey coul.d be taken before the " 

U .. 1'1'. .. for settir>..g up a l"J.on-democratic I~ystem.. Nobody ~ 

believes that the Commission is t.l good idea . ~(t would 

, be an imposed thing. 

1p.e T~ .. oJ.sea.c.4 said that he wO'o~d J.ike to recapi t'..t.l.ilte at 

thifJ stage. He pointed out thet U!'Dr.ll1 guorr.il1a t-is,rf..;'u"o 

can only lTork if there is cooperation from t he, people.; 

This cooperation certainly exists because the mi-nority 

are looki.ng to the Provisiona13 for p:!'oi;ectioXl.. It 

popular support could be diverted this wou.ld help to 

eliminate the bombing.. l'he origin of some of the 

bombings is l.:mkno1tm t and :Protestant miJ..i'tants cou.ld 'W'ell 

be responsible i..?l. an effort to discredit the I1t.~. It 

l'lOuld be a gre-at help if one could allenato support 

for tho Provisionals. 

1'he minority representativGs say they will return "'GO 

Stormont only if' -'iihree concli'~ions are met, n a,meJ .. y: 

(1 ) ~:he rei ea se of all in"ternees and the insti tuJliion 

t'Ihom a cha.rge can 00 made. 

. - ..... 
A quuuyupa:r1l:t"'G6 mG~\;l"ll€ 
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of Wes t minster, r opresent a tivcs of thQ Dublin 

ParliD.men tary Oppositi on. 

I:f there "rere some S8mbln .. 'Ylce of a politicf;.1 solution this 

llOtU.d h e11p ttl0 mtnori ty r £lpreoentati ves to estLi.bl:tsh 

themselves td th "their fol~(nlerS and to eliminate support 

for the m.il1 tan-ts. , 

&--1iS:J2ih said tha:t he was doubtful about the pessi bilj. ty 

of eliminating support for the n:d.llte,l1ta but would 

all in favour of a policy which would. b:cing this about. 

A Corrrrnission which v;ou1d abolish thQ d<ltu.ocra-clo majOrity' 

would not be accepta.ble. It iwul(~. 'be contrary to 

.British trr~di tions of goV'erl'l..rnent. I1any Ca.thol:Lcs lfOUld 

not 1i1\:0 non-elected representatives claimil1g to represent 

them. The basiC: difficulty is t hat the p:rol!o,sal is . 

undemooratic. Anyhow a :fifty-fifty Jlal"tic.:Lpa-'ion .-ould I 
not be a f'aJl"( dj.vision. 

~U1;1Q.;.§!.n..<?ll said he ackn.OI'Tled.ged the undemocra tic nature 

of a. Commiss.:t on for the l:lorth. ~.Ph9 Cornmissi.on vlou.ld, 

hOl1ever, be no more than an interirl1 step towards some 

form of democra.-tic administration. Stormout .r.D .. S failed, 

and it will not be accepted by the minority. This is 

l'lestminster's problem. A system \lhich in practice results 

in al:tG:nation of' the minority is not democ:::'a tice 11he 

Taoiseach l'rent on to say tha..l\i there is a IF'o"lrlne feel.i:nf~ -

among a section o:e' -the Uniol'uz:lta t h.at chango must come. 

j .nc:ccas:i..1"2g1y concerned. t::tbou.t the :future ~ A Ch::.ulg e in. 

r eactiC)l1. • 
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J:Ir.. H~at.h sa:Ld " h e i 'uJJ.y ag:reed that COl1CG!"!l is being felt. 

by bur:::inossmen ill the North . He himself 1\TaS most anxious 

to give the minority a s £1:·0.1 assurances as possible about 

their rights but t h es e assurances. have t o be p:rovided in a 

democratic "im y . Di r eet r't:L18 f rom Vlestminster \iould be 

democratic but vrouJ.c1 giv{? rise to serious problems. There 

are many f:com the majority in the l'Jorth l1ho no", feel that 

the more the North is integrated into the \'lestminst er system 

tb,.e less likelihood there is of lmiflcai,ion. 1'1o.ny in the 

maj ority a re in fact in favour of direct rule~ The IRA 

also favour direct rule but for different 2"easons in tl>.at 

they li0uld see it as leading to unii'ica tion. 

!h!L.T,£o;l.,!gef1£11 said he was at the start greatly attracted 
., 

by the reform programme. The m02'O Eluccessful the rei'OY1'!1S 

could be, the grea ter the chance of l.ntegr a ting the tvlO 

comm.U:r'li tics. If Ca,tholics viGre to have. the5.r fail:' share 

o:f jobs in the North, then the tifO sides ~",ouJ.d have a 

bette:r chance of gettl.:r..g along together. 

The position is that the minorlty representatives refuse to 

a c cept the present system. They cannot ivin over their 

fo11owers on the basis of a policy aimed at putting dot-rn. 

gunmen. The minority do not a c cept that de.mocra cy exists 

in. the Horth. There is high unemployment in the area -

inc..ced of' "the order of 30~~ i n some of the Cathol.ic ghettoes. 

There are people of middle age in Derry Hho have never 

had a job and. thil:-l cl t::c:.rly gives rise to a strong 

reaction. 

interrunent otr'tj he cou.ld see no other \',~ay of dC8.1ing 

with the g Ul1111E'Jl1 . Hany of those i. :ntel'l1"ed i"iOul d not be 
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capable of being brou.ght before the Courts ~ Some 

of the int ernees hav-e already been released. .P..n 

enquiry i nto brutal:Lty has beon ins ti tu:teo. but 

he believ ed t hat most of the allega t ions were quite 

excessive " If the inJ .. ernees have problems there is 

an Advis or y Committee to which they can put them. 

l\lr Heaih contj.nued by saying that he fully 

acknovlledged the right of the minority to a dvocate 

unification of Ireland, but not by violen"'li 

It vlOu.ld not be possible no'i'i 110 abolish . 1\ 
. \ 

internment immediately.. r'lallY of t hose deta ined · \1 

means. 

are undoubtedly violent members of the I RA 'but 

some are possibly borderline cases. He hoped t ha t 

the Taoisea ch would not regard :5."(; as i.,.r an.g 

that a person like the Chief of Intelligence of 

the IRA should It(1)tt be interned. Re concluded 

on this poi nt by saying tha"1i the Br! tish do not 

want internmen'i; to last a moment longer th~~.n is 

necessary. 
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r eceived" 

il1dependeni. Chai rman 'ti'ho is n e:1.th0l' Irish nor British. 

Another obj ectlon is tha·t the detainees cannot be legally 

reprosented at the enquil"Y ~ It 'iia~! important 'co bear in 

m:tnd ·tJ.'l..at many of these peopl e are 1l'lart 1culute and '(.,.ouId not 

b~ abl e to pres0nt their cases adequa.tely _ 

~r H~~ said tha t he had given the most careful ·thought 

to t he composition of the Tribunal. l ·t W~3.S essential that 

the TX'ibunal hearing s should be ill private as otherwise there 

lfOuld 'be a, publio ;jamboree, The Ombud::-1man mu~:)t S11.t'6ly be 

. above r eproach or suspicionp the dOtltor Oll the trlbtu:l.al 1s 1"-'(.:· ~ 

a medical specialist; but a. h..1.ghly-experlenCc.,d gSiH::ral 

praoti tiO!ler . 
" 

in dealin.g w1 th this type of enquiry. ~U' Heath th.en 

indica ted th.a:t the Hom~ Seoreta.ry is look:Lng again at the 

question of allOwing legal al3sistanoQ" 

~he ~9J;Q.~aca said i"\i was lUliortunate that aotion on the 

allegations of brutal! ty was no '~ taken early on because it 

It[ould then have been easier to substa.ntla.te the allegations., 

III treatment is allege(l to have taken. pl:.?.cG for 1';he most 

pa.l"t in the first 48 hours after lllternment" I>lany of t.he 

internees complained that they did not r~vs access to doctors 

immediately af'ter the brutality took place aud :1.'1; le 

reasonable to assume that much of the evidence o:f injury may 

now have disappearedc That is 't>!hy he had urged from the 

begi:n.ning that medical advice should b e provlded" 

from. l'li FJ o 't-1".:l Oppo.s1 tion and. from that 

:1.11 the North to r.:uike complaints before the COlTIm1ss!o:i:l. of 

Human Right s L'f! S·h'usbourg. 
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i"G is dou.btfUl ,·rhether et derogation :from. the HumEtll Rights 

Convention t'm.f::l in facrt just ified as -the securi"'cy o:f thc";! State 

was :really not threaten.ed; only a corner of the Unlted 

Kingdom was a.ffecte.d.. Aeam a. case can be made for bringi11e'l 

this matter to StrasbOtu"'g under A:rtlcle 2 and Artiole :; of ~ 
thG Convention .. The Taoiseaoo admitted that he himself' had 

threatened internment just before Ch.ristmas. He said h~ 

was a member of t he government which in,trodt:wecl inte:Z'llTIH)rlt 

in 1956/57. Internmen'b then "me effective as IR.,C\.. activities 

were abhorred by the ireat majority of the peopleo 

have, however, ohanged since then. 

inta.:rnment when it a.pplied on both sides O:l the bor.der. Thera 

we X'S a.t the -'Gime under-takings by the IRA to stop the bombing . 

became V617 muoh better. 

should be free to regroup sou.th of the j30rderand to opera-ca 
' . 

i'rom there .. Nr Heath also made a passll"!.g l'oforen.ce to the 

recent colleo+'ions in Dublj.n by the IH1,.. 

!hE!.:.ta.9~,SGe.qll said there have been many prosGCutioIlS and 

oonvicticns of' IRA. in rGcent years" ne said -chat our pO).i06 

and mUi tary have for long been un.der lnstruc·ciona to seek out 

and harass the IRA. ~lhere is little evidence of training in 

the south ar;l.d the Irish government is doing its utmost to 

cope with the situation. It is completely fiX'ong -t:o think 

tha. t the Government in Dubljn is turning a blind eye to tha 

IRA. The Taoiceach asS1lJ:.'ed r!r He~th that ha is equally 

Th~ Taoiseach then 

men~~oned the reference in the papers to 2. Uli patrol on both 
: Cl> ,,~ ·"4.':-'-' ... 

sides of the 1lordcr. 

on Saturday :and. h..'id bSerl as.ked a sy;oolf':to qu.esi;ion abou.t the 
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that he had thought 01; the id,ea f.1l:.ld that it would 

require jo1n,t action by Dublin and \iestminster. 

07.1 the question of , exploai vas 'the !~:i.::2it~ said he 

undel"'s'Good -"Ghat there :ls at prese:ut no commeroial. 
, 

l!lal1Ufaoture in 'the SiX Counties. Gellgni'te is being 

marlufao"bu:t'"ed in Navan a,nd there has been H. continuing 

sizeable and legitimate export to the Nor-th .. 

b~ tru.e that some of' the gelignite being used :i.llegaJJ.y 

" in the North is ot southe:t'n origin. Cl 

source of' g01:tgrd to :la apparently tb,6 lCI" The 

TaoisE~ach concludEZ;d by saying that ha had 'boen told ot 

a proposal to 01::rtablish a faotory for the manufr~cture 

ot axplosivcHs In Crossgar in 00. Antrim. 

At this poin.t the meeting adjourned for lurwh in which 

the Foreign Secretary and the Home Secretary jOined .. 

~he ltU'lcheon was entirely sooial. 
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