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1 ~~e· 'L"re l ~n~ j' C· -t. '.1'Q49 0 t a t e Q ' w .... (j _~l_ ~ .. ~. , ~ .. :.L_ •. \..... j ,,./ . ./ I .:,) U" 

If It is he r eby c.h~ clared t hat }'IIorthern Ireland r emains part of 

E .M.lf3 Ciomi.niorls and of the U .K . and it i s hereby a:Cfi.rmeo. t hat 

in no event will Northern IreJand or any part t he reo f cease to 

be part of H.M. I S domi nions and of the LT.K. w.i. thout t .ho consent 

of the ~,?:rljj3..!l!£g.i of Northern Ireland. . fI Se et ion 1 ( 2) . 

2. Mr . Heath 'speaking i.n the House of Corurnon::, on 24 MEL:r!J h~J.972, [:laid 

"This Government, and their predecessors , have Given solemn 

and I'epeated assurances t hat the position of Northern 

Irel and as part of the Un.i. t e d Kingdom will not be chf.Ulged 

wi thout th.e . consent of the I2sL®J.s of Northern Irelf.Lrlcl. We 

have decided that it would be appr opri a te to 8Trange fo r 

the views of the people of Northern Ireland to be made 

known on this question from time to time . We, therefore , 

. propose in due course to invite P8Tliament to prov-ide---:t:(};r-

a system of " regular plebiscites in Northern Ireland about 
" " 

the Border, the first to be held as soon as practicable in 

the near future and others at intervals (if a SUbstantial 

period of years the'r eafter. 

These plehiscites will be in addition to, and not in 

substi tution for, the pr'ovisions in the Ireland Act, 1949, 

which r equi re the consent of the Northe rn Ireland Parl.i.ament 

to any change· in the Border. This position is #'pot IJrejud iced 

by the t emporary prorogation of that l?arl i.ament . 

We hope that thi.s arrangement , while leaving open the 

possi bili ty of a change in the status of the Province 5.f the 

maj ori.ty so wish, 1/1'.1.11 both confirm that n o S1.lch change 1Nj .l l 

b e made wj .. thout their consent and provide, in the .in~~E~ :['va1s 

po1it :i.c a l Life of' NOJ::the I'l1 Ireland . l! 
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3 . rehi s guarctntee has had a stult if'yj.ng.; o:ffoct on Northern 

I re l.3.nd po l itic s and on J3r5. t i sh GovernmeJl.c p01 i o1 o ::.; :Ln :c (~ l8,tl(jn 

t o t he Nor th. J t has been 01U' policy to urge that t he guarantee 

shoul d be r e fo rmula ted. E' or e.xc:w1ple , i n his Gard.en of Remembr ance 

s pee ch on 11 July , 1971, the Ta oi se a ch sai d : 

" • •• . . . we cons ider it unwi se t o continue t he kind of 

gua r antee to the Nor t h which make s :Lntransigenc e ,-1 vir tue 

and s i lences r eason . The Ire l and Act, 1949 , pl edge s Brj. t i sh 

suppor t , financial and mili t ary, as we l l as :Bri ti sh pre.s tige l 

i n a manner whi ch i s inc onsis t ent bot h with the decisions 

t aken and what' George V sai d 50 years ago. It s principal 

r e su1t, in its pre sent form, i s to en courage infamous comluc t > 

repre s ent ed aga in and again, on the s treets of Belfa s t and 

Derry and elsewhere t hroughout the North. 

It would t alce nothing away from the honour of Bri t a _in or 

the rights of the majority in the North if the British 

Government were to declare their interest in encour agi ng 

the / unity of Ireland, by agreement, in independence and in 

a harmonious relationship between the t wo islands." 

4. We ' have given some prominence to this question of 

reformulating the guarantee. It would s eem, however, tha t 

there i s a go od case for no t pre s sing this a s pect of t he 

que s tion a t the present time . Whil e t he re cent Bri t ish Green 
&. 

Pa per emphas i ses t ha t t he guar ant ee s til l s t ands , i t also 

clearly s t ate s tha t t he f,'1J.c3J:'ant ee car ries with i t t he understa,Qd i .ng 

t hat the fi. na l say in r egar d t o the North r es t s wi th Westm1nf3te J:' 
., 

and t hat i t "doe s not nece s sari ly preclude the t aki ng i nto 

a ccount of wha t ha s be en describecl in this Paper as the If 'Iri s b. 

Dimens ion ! .!I Unioni s t opini on i s coming t o r e cogni s e ' thp1.t in 

f act no one of the t hre e ma in Br i ti sh pol it i ca l parties positi vely 

wishe s t o r e tain Northern I re l and vr :d ;h.Ln the U.nited Kingdom. 

Un .i. onists s ec from the Gr een l)ape r and from publi c stc;.tements 

h y· l-,:.i l '.' . Hc.:::lt·"" ·j' h ,, 1- ·t-he D,,·. ~~ -pqrl+(" '" d O(l~:; not DJO an t ,}V.l. t .t h .. e·,.v lJ _ _~ 'V .. .-(.. ."-1 v _. ~ C-t. u ... t:..J \.,.l.. ~_(...)_ t....., • v .,~ e 
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c a n entertain sl;ch i de ,:-ls as complet e irlteqra t io n wit h the UnjJ,ed 

Kingdom or U. D. I . or , apparent ly, the r estoTation of a Stormont 

on the old mode l . At the same tim e we can see that a development 

of t h e i deas in t he Gr ee n Pape r coul d perhaps l ead to a sat i sf actory 

settleme nt a nd that the maint ena nce Df the guarantee is no t 

necessarily an obstacle to this. 

5 . It cou l d be argued that, in effect, the British Government 

have signi f ic ant 1 y modi f igg and ,Q..!d.stl ifi§Q the guarant ee a ~ t hough 

they have not formal ly reformulated i t. It has probably bee n 

their t hinking that a reformulation of the terms of the guarantee 

on the line s that we have advocated would have disastrous reactio ns 

among Unionists. Clearly, however, the new context in which thE~y 

have placed the guarantee is a significant mov e towa r ds our 

viewpoint. 

,-. 

6. In view of the foregoing it would perhaps b e counter-

productive to press further for a reformulation of the guarant ee 

at the present juncture. 

, j, 
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