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CIRCULAR RETRAC T 43922 RP T 43922 

RES IGNA Tt ON OF MAJOR CH iCHESTER - CLARK 

~m. LO ING IS STATEME T BY THE P IME MINISTER MADE TODA Y (MONDA Y). 

THE HOUSE WILL HA VE SHA RED THE REGRET HICH TH E GOVERNMENT FELT 
AT THE NEWS THAT MA JOR CH tCHESTE -CL ARK HAD DEC IDED TO RES IGN . TH IS 
GOVERNMENT, AND RIGHT HO OURABLE GE~TLEMEN OPPOS ITE BEFORE US , HAVE 
HAD A CONSTRUCT IVE WORKI NG RElAT t ONSH tP \;,1I TH HIM, A D WE HAVE ALL 
ADM IRED THE DETE RM INATt O WIT I l eH HE HAS PURSUED THE POL ICIES 
WH ICH HE AND WE BELI EVE TO BE IGHT IN NORTHERN IRELAND . THERE 
HAS BEEN 0 BAS IC DIFFERENCE OF VIEW aeTWEe US ABOUT THESE POLiC i ES, 
WHE THER I THE SOC IAL , ECO 0 f e OR SECUR ITY FIELDS . 

CONS IDERABLE PROGRESS HA BE E! MADE DUR ING HIS TERM OF OFFIC E I 
SOCfAL AND ECONOM IC ME A.U ES A D IN INSTITUTI ON AL CHA NGES , 
DES IGNED TO E SURE EQUA LfTY A D FA IRNESS BETWEEN EVER Y CITIZE t N 

ORTHE RN t RELA ND . TH t ' PROGRESS WAS ALREADY BEG I NN ' NG TO 
BR ING ABOUT AN EV IDENT t MPROV~MENT IN TH E RE LATI ONS BET WEEN THE 
TWO MA IN COMMUN ITI ES I TH P OV INCE . THI t MPRO VEME T IS NOW 
BEING DEL IBERATELY PUT AT 15K BY EXTREMI T WHO REGARD A EDUCT ION 
OF COMMUNAL TENS ION AS CONTRA Y TO THE IR PURPOSES . THEcE EXT REM ISTS 
HAVE RESORTED TO THE TACTI CS OF U BA GUER IL LA ARFARE AND OUTRIGHT 
TE RROR I 1. 

THE FU 'CTI ONS F THE ECUR tTY FORCES I NOR THER N IRELA ND REMA l t 
TWOFOLD . F ~ RfT, TO MA INTAIN LA W AND ORDER A 1D TO PREVENT COMMUNAL 

TPtF E. SECOND , TO ROOT OUT TE ROR ISM A D TO DEAL WITH EXTREM ISTS 
ITM THE LEAST POSS IBLE DAMAGE TO THE P OGRESS THAT HAS BEE 

ACH t EVED AND TO THE LIVES A~D WELFA E OF I OCENT PEOPL E. TH 
A MY WILL ACT I PURSUA NCE OF TH I POLICY WITH TH E V1 O~T VIGOUR , 
AND THE BR ITI SH GO VER MENT WILL CO TINUE TO SUPPORT THE A MY , ITH 
ALL THE AUTHORITY I HIGH IS e-DED TO CARR Y OUT THE MtllT ARY MEASURES 
JUDGED NECESSARY FOR THE PU POSE . 

FOLL OW i NG MA JOR CH ICHESTER- CLARK ' S VI SIT TO LONDON LAST TUESDAY , 
THE DEC ISIO WAS TAKE N TO SEND AN ADD ITI0 AL ARTILLERY REG IMEN T t I 

AN INFANTRY ROLE AN INFANTRY BATTALI ON AND AN ARMOURED 
RECONNA ISSANCE S6UADRON TOORTHERN IRELA ND. THE ARTI LLERY REG IMENT 
HAS NOW ARR fVE D, AND THE OTH ERS WILL fOL LOW IN THE NEXT DA Y OR TWO . 

I AM SURE THAT THE HOUSE WILL WISH TO PAY TRIBUTE TO THE CH ARAC TER 
AND BEAR ING OF TH E TROOPS IN THE DIFFIC ULT CIRCUMSTA CES IN WH lCH 
THEY ARE OPERAT I G. 

WE ALL FU LLY APPREC IATE THE GRA VITY OF THE THREAT POSED BY THE 
TERRORISTS, THE Dt SRUPTI O · WH ICH IT I FLI CTS UPON THE LlFE A D 
ECONOM Y OF TH E PRO VI NCE AID TH E CONTI NU ING STRA IN WH ICH IT IMPOSES 
UPON THE PEOPLE OF NO RTHE RN IRELAND . ORTHERN IRE LA ND IS PART OF 
THE UN ITED KINGDOM , AND IT IS OUR FIRM PURPOSE TO WORK FOR THE SA~qE 
STA NDARDS THE E AS ELSEWHE RE IN THE UNITED KINGDOM . WHETHE R IT BE 
IN ECONOM IC AND SOC IAL PROGRESS OR I TH E MA INTENAN CE OF LA W AND 
ORDER . THAT lS THE OB J ECT OF THE POLI CIES PURSUED BY RIGHT HON . 
GENTLEM EN OPPOS ITE A D BY MY COLLEAGUES AND MYSELF. THE UNtTED 
KI GDOM GO VERNMENT WH IC H HA~ THE ULT I ~ATE AUTHORITY AND RESPOIS t
SILITY FOR NORTHE R IRELAND , WILL GIVE ITS FULL SUPPORT TO ANY 
GOVERNME T THE RE WH ICH CO- OPERATES IN IMP LEMENTI G THE POLICI ES 
WH ICH WE J UDGE RIGHT FOR THO E PURPO ES . 
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