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l li t ''"!I vi owc r; 
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{ 

TJ oiseach: 

In terv:i e ',',e r : 

TCio i sea ch: 

\ 
i 

~~ 
"7 Days" In tervi ew \'iith ,.II'. Lynch, 

30 flo"v' ernb ,: r , 1971 . 

,;", 

TiJ oi scach, you ha r (! noVi referred compl aints of the ill-

tre.3tl:llm t o f . .int ;' l"IICc s ,in the North to t he Cornrnissi oh o f 1l1lliliHl ' 

Hi gh t s . i'/ha t i s t he pur~ o ~; e ,o f the exercise ilt this sta'Jc ? 

I s it t o ernba r t os s the Bri ti sh Gover nment? 

13y no mea ns. On th e cont r ury . You will remernbG r whe n i nt 21'nrnent 

was intr:)(J uced or r iJ tll E!r dete nt ion ilS they c a ll ed i t th E-'n , it 

bec a fllc internmcnt much 1a tor, a 11 eg0 tions of ill-treatment o f 

dctene es \'le re ma de f requent 1 y a ;)d we s uught a t tha t tilile "!i t h the 

Br i U sh Gove rnment) first of a ll " to -haY'~ the caus e s of th e s e 

a ll egdtions i nvest~ g8t '2 G and to ha ve them elimina t ed to t he fu llest 

possi b l e extent. Fi is t o f a l l i t wa s den ied that th e re wes J n y , 

gro und s f or the se i:ll12<Ja tions a nd s ubsequontl y the Comr t on CO I,lf1)i ttee 

was s s t up and e ven the n we made prot e sts, r cpres en t~ tion s a nd 

5U99G stions (l bou t the sC'! ttlng up of that Comm i t t ce , a bou t t ho 

comrjos:Hion of the ,';om;;)i t t ee , its t er ms o f r e feren ce , we flI t t he 

t e r ms o f r e f ere i',c e \'!en) too na rrow, \'/e fe l t al.-5O tha t th e f oc t 

that the m '~ thod of c ;{Clm i na. tion of c ompla in t s wt)s f ar t oo r e:.tri cted 

a nd wo u ld gi ye th e il lt. 9rn ce an d the c ,~mrJ a i n:Jn t no po :.;s i b lc c hof\ ce 
.; ~ " \ ~, 

o f hav ir,g his ci.'ls e pr o;H0 rl y i.nvcs ti l ated . I thillk t ha t in f<', c t 

h<l s proved to be th o c a se . The Compton - COil1TnH t ce limi ted th o 'J'Jht " 
" (. \ .. " 

i t wa s has now es tCl blish ed ill - treatment. ~ am no t go ing to r ~ [e~ 

to the sugges ti on tha t it ).'/a5 not brut,tlity but ill- t I'Cdtl;J:;fl t , 

t hat is a ma tter t h8 t the Comp ton Committee t ri ed to es t a b i. II 

but t hey succ essfu lly I t h ink , I t h ink i't is \'Iell I<no'::I)' ~ til , t 

the all t'i go ti ons ha "l e b,)cn v r~ r y \'ve ll f ound ed bu t they h,w c r ' t 

been ful ly invest iuated , nor c ~ u l d the y be . 

,I 

, (' 

Now th e Co urt of HUGl, n I i qhts mil l'" I und ,Jstil nd ) t ilh1 e i ght een r,l:) nths 

t o t wo years and what use is that to the pn~ s e '. l t :tn tc r: I(: ~::; 

suffering Lhere <1 5 t he y o re s uffer i ng? 

,Ie ll if t hey continue t o suff er c o: tai il y t he f nct t ha t tll ...':, Q 

co 50S ha ve now been hro u<]ht b l2 f n re th o CD urt of HUI1I ') t'\ id ) l ', ',' i. l l 

I hope be a det r~ r r.' I t i3gui ns t ~lIly c ontinu ed ill- t .r Ciltr.(;ll t 0: t ' l <J t 

TFl tuT e iHld ins ofiH ,I S th e Se 2. 11 eg0 t i ons will h () ve be e n e<;t, i,'11ished" 

l: h e fl I t hink i t is on l y co r rec t in the i nter e !:" t s of tl:> t ')n J .,. I.~) c:; e 

look t1ft ~ r t hei r i n t erests. I ',voul d ,I i ke to :, ,, '/ t o t/1 iJ~; t t: l J 

obvio us tha t t h e Sriti:,h Fr e ss <] 0. i"o'! r u lly and the Dr i -1:ish ' ;,!, tJ .Il 

P<1T ty by the t e r ms o f th eir il lnCl\C1 rne nt to tho ,rno tbn tha t ';0:; c.: ~bM t cd 

l ~ st ',le e k and thi s I,' le ?k in th e Hou se r:> f COl mons \'Ic r c :: 's,d '. 0 1 / 

diss,o t:i. s fied ,'lith <1 :,", \'Je ll ~ls I ca n r emernbr.1 I t he 'lIonJ ::;"thc ",: '.I, :d of 
n 

c:! xtrac t i on of in f o rm,; Lio n tI a t s h ~ ) uld not be tol cr .. t <::'tj in ,~'r 'i' , 

" civili sed s oci e ty . 
",.;. 

~, ' 
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Inte r vi 'YNe r : 

Ta oi seach: 

- 2 -

On tile timing o f your c omp l a i n t we re you in f a c t expect. in9 sorn e 

mc1 j or d e ve l opment f r .m t ho d c bo tE? i n t he Hou ::.e of Commons las t n i~Jht? 

\Jd l the til;) i ng of th e de ba t.e has de pended on a numbf.~ r of f ac to r s , 

ni-, t ur u ll y ', Ie had t o Cl':' t t he infonnat i on , W8 .• J .lild to ,.g.ai;.~,the 

st il t oi:len t s ,)nd we ':i(lil t CJd to be .abso l ute J y sure t hat th e stCJt" ;: I '~ n t s 

~, u bs t ,J:-l ti <:! t ecl t h e c h .-, 'C!c: s Uw t had bee n made . \'ie h ove CX31nirwd t hese 

5 t i. l '2i' lcn t s in c onj u-) -t. i n \-.J i l h t h c Comp t on ne por t , c) s we ll u S l.hJt Vie 

\1n. re ho ;> ing e ll th e t ii lle :lh o t s or;, ,' th i ng mo r e ,,/ou l d be done , tha t s ome 

othe r form o f inCl u i. r y , ', ) f: wo u ld 11 2. ve aeen sa t i s fied with a wi. de r fo rm 

of i nquiry a nd simp l y t ha t ju ':; l i ce sho ul d be seen t o be done . . /) ._ , 

Unfor tun ;:; 1;el y t he I h11 t ed s cope LI nd perso nne l o f the Compton I nquiry 

d i dn ' t in our opi n:i. :) ll enCl hle ju::; tico to be s een to be do ne . All 

t h es e f a c t:)Ts a nd of c ou r se? (-, s you s a id 11'/e were hop ing t ha t tile re would. 

be SOlne 'ilo r t hwhile iwl i ti c i.ll i nit i i.' ti ve f r om the Br i tish Go v(~r n l1l~ nt. 
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