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Secr~jury General: MA RTIN ENNALS 

DATE/TIME 3rd November, 1971 

Tum;.J.gai.n Lane 
Farringdon Street, London EC4 

Telephone: 01'-236-OII 1/3 
Telegrams: Amnesry London 

Embargo Date: Midni ght, 8th November,1971 

NORTHERN IRELAND 

The attached r eport on allegations of ill-treatmen t of persons in custody in 

Northern Ireland is base d on the material, individual statements and affi davi ts, 

which reached the Amnesty Interna tional head quarters in' London between 9th August 

and 30th October, 1971. The Sir Ed ward Compton Commission of Inquiry covers only 

a small part of tWJ.t period -- forty-ei ght hours in fact. A. statement issued . from 

10 Downing Street on 18th October s uggested tha t all allega tions of ill-treatment 

could be consider ed by the Commission . However j in a letter to Amnesty from the 

Home Office dat.ed 21st Octobe r it was s t a t ed ;"Finally we have considered yO'-ll' 

suggestion that the Committee should (;);:-,mine complaints arising in the period 9th 

to 31st August but it is not prOpOS8G 

pur-poseel! 

vary their t erms of reference f or this 

In the light of the serious and !. lc ent1y substantiated allegations of 

ill- treat ment Amnesty I~ternational U J'i /·; " that an i ndependent , international 

Commission of Inquiry should be est ablished to investigate all aspects of t:ceatment 

of internees and r epor t publicly. 

Amnesty International is Zln independent, non-governmenta l organisation which has consulta ti ve sta tus with 
tbe lin iied Na tions anJ tbe Council of Europ-c. It enckav() UfS to ensure the ri ght for everyone to hold and 
expres5 hi~ be li efs. Amnesty Internati onal works. irre spect ive of politi ca l consiueratiolls, fo r the release of 
men and WOI1l<.:n who are in priS()ll because of their beliefs. or their ethni c origin, coiollf or IHnguage, provided 
they haVe: neither used nor advocateJ violence. 
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to take UO.::lsures to keep the lJC :_c cO c':; he SCOto fit 1 the; 2:trof.;t of 33'7 persou.s 
VJO.S c::trried out in tho en.r1y 110urs 0:( j\Joncl ~'.y \ 9th Au[;ust? 19'7L AUlles ty i s irl 
possession of 25 nffid~vits executed by parsons alloGiD~ that torture Qnd 
brutnlity were us ed ~[~in8t then during the peri(~ when their liberty wns thus 
curtailed. Of these 25 , 21 wer e nrrested on 9th August ) the rconinde r within 
a few dny.s . 

!211er: ::::.~:i'?..:~_.!2l. Dc~;i1!ee~ 

The stette[1ents nre, 2S noted preliuinn.ri.l::r Clbove; bl'ond1y of tvlO types _ 
Those of detainees ( pei'sons rel" '.'.scd '.'Iithin Lr8 hOiJ.rs of cerrosi;) vIi11 be tro[lted 
first. These [l11eg,'ltioL3 (12 in nuu1:r~ r) h:we l'lnny s i nil:}ri ties: al: a rrests 
"Iere r:w.de by nrny personnel ; ,,11 'd2re in t he P:'8···dni'm hours of 9th Au[:,'Ust, 
rarely WQS oontion uado of the Eluthority by ~hich the ~rrest was u[lde ; nll 
were carri ed off within 5 oinutes of being 2rrested , DoSt with no chance to 
dress properly. The indignities begcen cet onc8 ? with the detainee usually 
forced to li e on tho f l oo r of ·r.;ho r:.r;~1Y velncle in which he 1."aS trlli'1sported o 
often with other detninec:s o I n sever:::l C.::1.so.S tho vehicles 1'Iel'O sub jected to 
attack fron outside by oissiles (oft0n stones) hurled at theD? nnd the detainees 
were used to shield aroypersonnel fro[1 pos&ible injury. Sooe beatings took 
plnce on rout~ to prison) Dany GaV~G8 in nnturen Certa in of the oldo r ( over 
60 yeO-rs ) [1on in this group \'/81' (' brutnlised to .:mch c, degree that they CQuld 
not properly vJ,"l]Je or speru( upon nrri v~.ll Clt pris()l1 . 

Upon entry i nto iO prisonf1 .; l'.8wllly 0.11 nrl:1Y b",rr[lcks or rleadqun.rters , these 
Den were tokon to Ll CYl~m'lsiur.i 0 ::" exercise? hnll v.lhe re they sclt for sone hour.s . 
Their pOSE ~'ss ions were ttl.ken frou thel] nlong ,,,itll their shoes . Hany had their 
hnnds tied behind their b2cks o The !Jon "lOre them directed ·co run fran the 
gyLmasiuD a cross rough Ground sLrcvm with broken Glass . The purpose of this 
exercise wo.S nppi'!.rently to cO!lvey the pris0;1C r.s to the nC::1.rby Cruulin noc.d 
prison . In so c1oinG~ the solc1i.:;:;.:·s r 2.11 ,~long '.J:i.th the det,c;inees 9 be.:-~ting thoLl 
as they rc~n nnd stunb1ed" l'lnIlY Ie)ll nIld 1,o1OY'e ~'Gcein 1 s:wnged;. Als[lti.an gunr d 
dogs are alleged to ho.ve bee;} o.llo'dod tc cll')S8 the c8n:~0 vIi thin inches of their 
bodies when their l eel.ds would bc restr[lin8d ~·:ith uili tary l,c;ughtor - but one 
person IVU S not so protected and h:)c1 his i:Tln bitten ~~nd cO:l. t ripped off his 
back in such nn o.ttD.cko The 1.1en '..,re r0 o.l1ov·/Gcl little sloep rmd 1;)ere forced 
to do exercises ':::I t groCl.t 10nGth :i.n sone C,::!.S8!3" Fino.:!..ly, they r etn ::.t sort of 
g(wntlet over an obot:o.cle course, :-.. b:"utnl pr:::tctise in no VJety justified by 
the necessity to tremsfer thCD quickly to n noo.rby prison. 

These Den Gonerr'l11y \'Jere not severr;ly brutalised (if 0. COfJpo.rilti ve stand.J.rd 
c~m be erJployod to nen.sure .',:.llY· such dohur.lt:.nising o.c ti vi'i:;y) but they wero sub
jected to c .':'..lcul:l tod crueltio:J j ir.lposr:;d on then so~ely for the entertailment 
of their c c'..ptors. The beCltings .:".nd vel b0.1 ~buse i n these CClses \'Iore cle[lrly of 
such 2n unsophisticGtcd type thGt it c annot be f3upposed that they VIere Employed 
to ease the future extortion of inforno.tion froD the detc'.. inees. Rather , it 
served as a sunnary punishnent f or ho::'nc suspectu The Den '.yore subjected o.lso 
to indignities designed to disgr:l.ce thc!J in the eyes of their fellovlS" Typical 
of this typo 01 C'.ctivi ty i s the experience of the person ,,)ho broke out in a 
r Gs11 n fter be: iEG be,~tcn :mel \:Ias shceven fron BeLIp to ,::..,.'1ldes ilto protect the 
other Den i1 , ;::f'ter being told by !l. lidoc tor ll th:'.t he h .::o.d venereo.l diseo.se ( Ctft er 
r e l ease nn M.D . confirued thcetthis Do.n hZ'ld no such condit::'on), 

I n conclusion, it is notec1. thnt Gll of these Den v18re :c'eleo.sed wi thi n 48 
hours of o.rrest . [b.ny Hero a rrested by nistake : one of the Llen uost severely 
brut",lised \;o1 (..1S 61 yecxs 01c1 c;21c1 the licensed owner of tv/o suns . He w::ts 
s2vo.cely ::tttcecked i:1 his O\·m hone by soldiors and ceg::.in at o.n etruy c Clnp. 
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Ironiccd.ly , he iG it ProL:s t ant Ii vine; i n [t ROl:,rm (;otholic nro D. ,Cj.n cJ. fr3. c:1dIy with 
Iocul police; . He: 110.13 no crin i n:o,l record ,'l:ld is not act ivo in politics ~_d 

obviously viaS ont: of ('l"ny arrostc d ~!1ist ak(;nly on 9th l\ugusL Il is trO;:l.tElent 
typifi ed the careless and brut~l methods of the arny left to their own devices 
in being pormi tted to de t a i n ::tny pOTson they desire . Tho n8y:t cr,roup providGs a 
mo r e chilling s if no l ess terrifying pit turo • 

.£I}l. Og!.lti~. b:t...lE..ternee~ 

The contrilst is provided by the victir::s of ttc so-called ilHood torture,l o 
This Elethocl of torture involv es e~ctrel!lC ly brut;:l physic a l cruelti es coupled with 
psychologic ,::tlly disarienting techniques desicnocl to bre,)j{ t he vlill and spirit of 
the captive 2nd t hu.s i r:.duce :1i;;1 to confess t 'o crir:le or revG;..tl i nforn::,t ion about 
illegnl ac ti vi ties Ctnd/or org::mi s a tions 0 This is t he prc.ctice c.bout Vlhich 
certain details were first publi shed in Brit~in on 17th October, but the exist
ence of ,,,hich , sworn to , vms kno\Ji,1 t o r.l2.ny sources, i ncludinG jll!1118Sty , i n early 
Sept ember . 

These extr emel y serious cho.r scs he.ve been r.1ade by 9 r!len vlhose statements 
va ry gr eo t1y frOl'l those t okeD from n.ppa rently less poli t ic ally ' i nteresting 
subjects such a s the dch.inees alreildy discu.ssed . These 9 men , detained by the 
a rmy on 9th August ~ were apparent l y all mar ked fo r s pec i a l treatment before 
o.rreE't. 'I'hey were , c\fte r arr est , initially sub j ec ted to bilO different forms of 
treatr.1Cnt before t hoy ",er o 0.11 ')rougi1.t tO Ge ther to t he sophistic(cted i nterrogation 
c entre , thought nOvJ bo be loca te d at Palace Barra cks , Ho l ywood , nei'lr Belfast. 
The first of these groups (5 men) were beo.ten and forc ed to do exercises for 
r:1any hours , includine; runninG 2xound the CCtrJP and be i ng forced to urinate while 
running i n place. GenorD.lly they were treated like the other deb.i nees a.bove 
until \'Jcdne8de.y Pc . lYl . 1'11.e other group of LI' I'lere treat e d qui t e decorously unti l 
\rJedne.sday 0. . [1 ., 11th AususL ~rhese r.1en were not even ques tio:1ed extensively as 

'Were most of the others s and indeed one of t hem c ompla i ned he was not allowed 
to exercise . This condition 'das soon r eDedi ed o The Den \'/Gre soonp-repo.r ed for 
their trip to the i nt errogation centre and its sophi s ticCtted methods . 

Before drt'vm on the 11th , the 9 men h,~'.d t heir heeds covered \<Jith heavy sacks 
f ashioned of opaque cloth J No v entilation Vl2,S provided and breathinc was quite 
difficult. The men \'lGre forced i nto helicopters and made to lie on the floor of 
the c:tircre.ft . All i'lere handcuffe d , many too ti ghtly . Aircrn.ft personnel 
occasionCl.lly joked th.?.t tlle men \~ere to have their " gr aves i n the s ea ll • Upon 
arriva l a t t he inte r roga tion centre , the mon were force d to strip naked and 
a fter physicn.l eXi:U'l i no.tiol1 "ICre dressed in L:crge cover:::tlls , the hoods in pla ce 
throughout . The men vJere t hen r:mete to st:cnd ,'lith their feet spread apnrt, their 
fingers pressed agai nst n. rough stone wD.ll Hith their body Height on their 
finger tips in a lisenrchti posi tion o They were not perDi tted to nove for four to 
fi ve hours ,3nd v-Ihen t hey did they \Je re' bludgeoned and forced to reaSsuue the 
tortuous stc::.nce ~ The S~:1e h[~PIJ8ned if they colla psed o ' rehe room was filled VJi th 
a s trange noise I likened by some to Cl h issing o f steaE1 , by others to the noise 
of an ope rc:.ting a ir COiJjyccssor . 'rhe heD.t i ns i de the hoodG bec,':u:~e i ntolerable 
and t he condition \'1''''.8 COL!jJO'..U1cl.ed b:l the deni ;:-:.l of all food but 2. f m! crus ts of 
dried breL~d . The prisoners Vl2re f orced to estimate the l ength of tirne they 
held the se c::.rch position as they c annot r eckon the passage of time in the circum
shmces . Sone Here s ub j ectad to ti1is for 2 to LI- o.c-ys 0 One r:12J'1 ViGl.S t ::cken :2llay 
in a helicopter a fter 1 to 2 dc.ys , Ci von a. physic ;"l , tctken to the Crll.l:l1in RO:.l.d 
j nil ,3.nd ncain h ooo.ecJ.J.l1d force d to assuue the s~arch posi tioD. until 17t h 
August - 5 dnys of torture . During their ordeal, the quest i oning o f the nen 
wa s intGrnittently attenDt Gd ~ ~ccording to tho s t atcnents in possession of 
Annosty', the interrog").ti;n V1 G S i..'. ·\felcone., r elief from the tortu;",," . The [lon did 
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no t co-ope rate and thus tlc e torture \iWJ to no cwail.. One )"\,;111 vIas unc:hle t o sp0,,"k 
durinG h i s i n t e r rogation a .S h e had consw:wd no food or v;<"tel' for throe cleys uno.· had 
collapsed f our times while tryins to ma inta i n th o sear6h pos i t ion. He finally 
blacked out and awoke in .soli t ary conf i nement nh e r e he vnr:3 allo\'led to recover und 
be sent to Belfast pri sono Before he Has sent 9 the numbers chalked on his h ands 
anc. fe e t by h is c:lptors v!ere vlil.shed of? h iG body. 1~:Li.S mn.n lost 1:5 1 1)3 duri n£; his 
Vlc ek " s ordenl ~' 

. _~le ~~2'!.E: on_ . .Qg~~~.~~"0.n 
On the 31st August , in r e sponse to the laak~ng t o the press of certai n o f the 

ubov e ailegat ions , a. Pa rli ament ary Commis;3 i or~ of Inql1.iry H 2 .• S estubl ished by the 
Uni ted Ki l'lgdoi;1 Parlirunellt to in'/e stigD:~~ e' trLo si t uc, tion in J'!o::-thcrn I reLmd o The 
Commi t tee ? -':{ three member panel? is cha i red by Sir Edr.111Dc1 Compton , forr.ler Oi!1budsmun 
to the Hcstminster pnr l i '3.mel''.t and. preGently holdinG tho S;)J"C: offi co for the 
parliarnent of Northorn I r 2L')1(L The hiO othor mOr.Jber.s ure il barrister with 
experience of sitting on 2.n enquiry po.ne l previous ly ( a ircra ft disast~r investi g,::ct ion ) 
and a physic i an , curr ontl y President of the British 1'1edic 2,1 Associ nti on o 

The terms of referenc e \>Jere :1':lri~oVJly dr.:Jvm: ;rrco investigate a llegations by 
tho.se a rrested on 9th August under the Ci v,il Authority (Speci'e. l Pm-JeTS) Act of 1922 
o f physic a l bn.1ta lity l;111ilo in the ct1.~-3tody of tho securi ty fo rces prior to either 
t heir subsequent r a leuse 1 tho preferring of a. crili1ina l charGe \ O:L~ ,the ir being 
l odged i n a plac e specified i n 8. deten'cion ord'r,CL,n ~ ,The COli1mi.ssion has enjoyed 
litt l e co-opera tion fro,01 deta inees or internees , most 0:[ whom believe that no fElir 
investiga tion can i ssue from c~ body Clade up solely of Englishr:1en and whi ch hold s 
its h earings inc[lJt1erCl.~ A Home Of f i ce spokes;:1an ha.s s t D.ted t o Amnesty tlJat t ho 
"Pri v ucy Rule i s an essential part of the ComE1i t te e I s ten'is of ref erence fo r t he 
protection of menbor.s r, [ t he security fOrCeEJii, T,r,e obviou.s implicn.tions of l O.ck 
o f public confi dence i n such a policy nlUst be a .ssumed to be of l ess import ance to 
the Gover nment i n this contoxt 0 It further a110\18 councw l to c OLlpL'..inants onl y for 
t he purpose o f questioni ng their min clients~ c.nc1 the terns oJ reference exclude 
( a lthough t h i .s Has s ought to be d i .spe11ed by Pri me Hi nist er Heath on 18th ' . .... c~\1c ' .. ~
Septcember-) torture a fter c'xriv;::>.J. at the place ()f detention . If this "je re so , the 
wors t aspec t .s of the ilbe.g tortur e " vloulc1 be exclu.ded .. as mo..ny of the [1en invol ved 
were served vI i t h detention orders and c cxried:, however brie fly , to the na;;lOd pluc e 
of de t ention before be i ng furthe}' airlifted to the int err oga'cion centre . Thi s 
fulfils the legal r equirenents of t he Special POl.vers !\ct and removes the aJ.legatii ons 
from t he Compton scope o f i nquiry vi rtu3.11y at <., strol{e .. The Commi ssion i s 
proceedi ng t o mcJ~e its Report \ ba sed on glea.nings f:roi"J the press in the r'lai n as no 
prisone r on t he mlIS f1aic1stonc profo rred D. c ompl c).int 1 uncl on1y6 of 100 men a t 
Crumlin Roa d pr ison respoi1ded to Sil' Edmund Cor.lpcon ! s ' yisi t to lodge [;;, compla i nt 0 

TheR e port is due withi n tyro \leeks time o The Prime Nini.ster and Hini ster of Home 
Af fairs o f Northern I roL ,nd (Dr i an Faulkner) has publicly denied all a llegations 
of brutality and tortur e \lithout exception . 

Persons ,0,rrcst ecl .Uter 9th Augus t ~ 1971 

These more tl1,~.l1 70 person"; , L~ 0 £' 1:!hO!',1 lluve Si ·v·on s t .'" t cnerc ts in the possess i on 
of Amnesty ~ c:~long Vii th lLj, ot;'wrs t 'llose sto.teT icnts have ~)een \!idely r eported in 
the press , hav e been v i ctims of [tI l d0 grees of brute,li t y and t ortur e noted a bove o 

Among t hese a r e r ec orded even more .shockinG expe r i ences ':Ih i eh lead t o the con
clusion t hat t he authorities lvwe ll1 no "la y been restrai ned or intir.1i dated by t he 
Compton Conr. i s s ion or' t he pUblicity given to ulle e;D.tio!1s of torture i n the Sundny 
Times of 17th Octobe r , 1971 n Ind~2d , those in ch~rse of i nterrogations may well 
conside r their activiti es to be i hsulDtcd fron criticia~ bec&use of t ho na r r ow 
scope of the Con::iif]sion ; S !'.l,?::id[tte an(~. tJ.n:r.k the;i1se:lves .:"",ble to uct [lore froely i n 
regard to persons c1xrestec1 ~,'.?tel' 9th J\u(jl<sL ;Illi.s is a possi bil i t y which 

t . 
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publicat i on of the CODpton fleport will affect little , if a t a ll. Persons 
a rrested i n Sept cnber and October cont i nu6 to all ege tortur es sini 12r to the' 
bOB t echni que and worse : electric shocks , injections of hallucinatory drugs , 
phys i c .').l abuse of gemi t a l Oi."~:L' !18 . (l·r 0 J o ~'lw ,i)O\TO r ecl t:ct ion 0:1:" t echnique,s of 
torb.n·o ond brut ality is by no ;',leanE, 'c)chau,st i vc D.nd only the 1!10re st:ciking 
of the lJethoa.s have been set OLeC :i n thi[~ raemor2.r:dul1I .) 

Conclusioi'l 

As of this wrl~lnc , no c ompl a ints have be en r eceived based on those 
a llegations by the Secret ::'try--Go!1.oral of the Council of Europe , nor have 
any of the S t ates party to t he European Convent ion on Hur.nn Hights as yet 
seen fit to i nsti tute Cl,ction as[tinst the Uni ted KingdolJ under the provisions 
of Conventioi". Article 2 /+, 2lt:10Ugll the go-vornr;]ent of the Republic of Irel a nc1 
i,s presently under severe intern!).l pressu:r'o to do so~ Therefore , as a 
prima fac?:_<:. c ase of torture on(3. brutali ty is clea.rly substant i a ted by the 
svlOrn SCCl. tC:Glents i n Aml1c:s ty I S possession 7 it is thought advi,so.ble to pu.rsue 
this El8.tter , not onl y to put a stop to any bo.rbC'cYou8 p:cactic es no\?! :in use , 
but to do so in t he l DcY!;er c Ol~.text of helpin[; to extinGui.sh the root C2use 
of t hc:sc r,~llc: ged o.trocities , t he i ntc rntlent withou.t tria l of politic o.l 
pri,soners in Nortl1ern Ireland u li'i no.lly ~ it must be recognised thc.t such 
conduct as ho.8 been alleGed i:tgo.i ns t the Bri tish firlilY i s perhaps the 
inevitaQl e result of us i ng neD untrained i n Elethods of deali ng Vlith 0. 

civilio.n populo.tion to o.c complish tasks properly wi thin the sphere of leg
itimate l aw enforcGl'1ent agencies . 

t 
! 

t 
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