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press statement from :;"z,mﬂesty international

ﬁ Turnagain Lane :
Y‘E% Farringdon Street, Londen EC4
E :n} Telephone: or-256-0111/3
qj;" Telegrams: dmnesty London
Secreiary General: MARTIN ENNALS
DATE{ITYE rd November, 1971 Embargo Date: Midnight, 8th November,1971

NORTHERN TRELAND

The attached report on allegations of ill-treatment of persons in custedy in
Northern Ireland is based on the material, individual statements and affidavits,
which reached the Amnesty International headquarters in London between 9th August
and 30th QOctober, 1971. The Sir Edward Compton Commission of Inquiry covers only
a small part of that period -~ forty-eight hours in fact. A statement issued from
10 Downing Street on 18th October suggested that all allegations of ill-treatment
could be considered by the Commission. However, in a letter to Amnesty from the
Home Office dated 2lst October it was stated:"Finally we have considered your
suggestion that the Committee should c:amine complaints arising in the period 9th
to 3lst August but it is not proposed vary their terms of reference for this

purpose.

In the light of the serious and : .rently substantiated allegations of
ill-treatment Amnesty International wri s that an independent, international
Commission of Inquiry should be established to investigate all aspects of treatment

of internees and report publicly.

Amnesty International is an independent, non-governmental organisation which has consultative status with
the United Nations and the Council of Europe. It endeavours to ensure the right for evervone to hold and
express his beliefs. Amnesty International works. irrespective of political considerations, for the release of
men and women who are in prison because of their belicis, or their ethnic origin, colour or lunguage, provided
they have neither used nor advocated violence.
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g
to take nensurcs to kcep the peace as he sees fit, the arrest of 337 persous
was carried out in the oarly hours of Mondcy, 9th August, 1971, Ammesty is in
possession of 25 affid-ovits cxccuted by persons alleging that torture and
brutality were used ngninst then during the peric? when their liberty was thus
curtaniled. Of thesc 25, 21 were arrcsted on 9th August, the renainder within
a few days.

. Allegotions by De'ninecs

The statements are, ns noted preliminarily obove; broadly of two types.
Those of dotainecs (persons relcased within 48 hours of arrest) will be treated
first. These allegntions (12 in nunber) have nany sinilarities: all arrests
were nade by arny personnel; all were in the pre-dawn hours of 9th August;
rarely wns nention nade of the authority by which the arrest was nadej all
were carried off within 5 ninutes of being arrested, nost with no chance to
dress properly. The indignities begmnn at once, with the detainee usually
forced to lie on the floor of the aruy vehicle in which he was transported.
often with other detnineces. In several cases the vehicles werce subjected to
attack fron outside by nissiles (often stones) hurled at then, and the detainees
were used to shield arny personncl from possible injury. Some beatings took
place en route to prison, nany savege in nature. Certain of the older (over
60 years) men in this group were brutalised to such o depree that they could
not properly walk or spenk upon arrival at prison.

Upon entry into Yprison”. usuclly an arny barracks or readquarters, these
men were token to o gyunasiun or exercise hall where they sat for some hours.
Their poss”ssions were tnken fron then along with their shoes. Many had their
hands tied behind their backs. The ren were then directed to run from the
gyrmasiun across rough ground strewn with broken glass. The purpose of this
exercise was apparently to convey the prisoners to the nearby Crwilin Road
prison. In so doing, the soldicrs ran olong with the detainees, beating then
as they ran and stusbled, Hany fell and were agnin fsavaged®. Alsatian guard
dogs are nlleged to have been allowed tc chase the ren to within inches of their
bodies when their leads would be restrained with nilitary laughter - but one
person was not so protected nnd had his crm bitten nnd cont ripped off his
back in such an attack. The nen were allowed little sleep and were forced
to do cxercises at great length in sone cases, Finally, they ran a sort of
gauntlet over an obstacle course, o brutal practise in no way justified by
the necessity to tramsfer them quickly to a nearby prison. :

These nen generally were not severcly brutalised (if o comparative standard
can be enployed to neasure =ny such dehunanising activicy) but they werc sub-
jected to cnlculated cruclties, imposed on then solely for the entertainment
of their coptors. The beatings ~nd verbal n~buse in these cases werc clearly of
such ~n unsophisticated type that it camnct be supposed that they were enployed
to ense the future cxtortion of information from the detainees. Rather, it
served as a sunnary punishrient for being suspect. The men were subjected also
to indignities designed to disgrnce then in the eyes of their fellows. Typical
of this type of nctivity is the expericnce of the person who broke out in a
rash ofter being beaten and was shaven fronm senlp to ankles "to protect the
other nen', after being told by n 'doctor! thnt he had venereal disease (after
release an M.D. confirned that .this man had no such condition).

In conclusion, it is noted that all of these nen were released within 48
hours of arrest. HMony were arrested by nistake: one of the nen nost severely
brutalised was 61 years old ond the licensed owner of two guns. He was
savagely attacked in his own hone by soldicrs and again at an army camp.
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Ironically, he is n Protestant living in a Romnn Crtholic area ond £ iendly with
local police. He has no criminal rccord and is not active in polities and
obviously was onc of many arrosted mistakenly on 9th August. His treatmoent
typified the carcless and brutal mcthods of the army left to their own devices
in being permitted to detain any person they desire. The next group provides a
more chilling, if no less terrifying picture.

A

Allcgntions by Intcrnees

The contrast is provided by the victims of tle so-called "Hood torture's
This nethod of torture involves cxtrencly brutal physical crueltics coupled with
psychologically disoricnting technigues designed to break the will and spirit of
the captive and thus induce him to confess to crime or reveal information about
illegal activities nnd/or organisations. This is the practice about which
certain details werc first published in Britsin on'17th October, but the exist-
ence of which, sworn to, was knowa to many sources, including Amesty, in early
September.

These extremely serious charges have been made by 9 men vhose statements
vary greatly from those taken from apparcntly less politically interesting
subjects such as the detainees already discussed. These 9 men, detained by the
army on 9th August, were npparently all marked for special treatment before
arrest. They were, after arrest, initially subjected to two different forms of
treatnent before they were all brought together to the sophisticated interrogation
centre, thought now bo be located at Palace Barracks, Holywood, near Belfast.
The first of these groups (5 men) were heaten and forced to do exercises for
many hours, including running around the camp and being forced to urinate while
running in place. Generally they were treated like the other detainees above
until Wednesday a.me. The other group of 4 were treated guite decorously until
Wednesday a.m., 11th Avgust. These men were not even questioned extensively as
‘Were most of the others, =nd indeed one of them complained he was not allowed
to exercise., This condition was soon remedied. The men were soon prepered for
their trip to the interrogation centre and its sophisticated methods.

Before dawn on the 11th, the 9 men hnd their heads covered with heavy sacks
fashioned of opaque cloth., No ventilation was provided and breathing was quite
difficult. The men were Fforced into helicopters and made to lie on the floor of
the aircraft. All were handcuffed, many too tightly. Aircraft personnel
occasionally joked that the men were to have their "'graves in the sea'’. TUpon
arrival at the interrogation centre, the men were forced to strip naked and
after physical examination were dressed in large coveralls, the hoods in place
throughout., The men were then nade to stand with their feet spread apart, their
fingers pressed against n rough stone wall with their body weight on their
finger tips in a ''search' position. They were not permitted to move for four to
five hours and when they did they were bludgeoned and forced to reassume the
tortuous stance. The same happened if they collapsed.’ The room was filled with
a strange noise, likened by some to a hissing of steam, by others to the noise
of an operating air compressor. The heat inside the hoods becaire intolerable
and the condition was compounded by the denial of all food but a few crusts of
dried bread. The prisoners were forced to estimate the length of time they
held the search position as they cannot reckon the passage of time in the circum-
stances. Some were subjected to this for 2 to 4 doys. One man was taken avay
in a2 helicopter after 1 to 2 days, given a physical, taken to the Crumlin Road
jail and again hooded and forced to assume the se¢arch position until 17th
August - 5 days of torture. During their ordeal, the questioning of the men
was intermittently attempted. Jlccording to the statements in possession of
Amnesty, the interrogation was o wvelcone relief from the torture. The men did
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not co-operate and thus the torture was to no svail., One man was unahle to speak
during his interrogation as he hud consumed no food or weter for threc days and had
collapsed four times while trying to maintain the search position. He finally
blacked out and awoke in solitary confinement where he wns allowed to recover and
be sent to Belfast prison. Before he was sent, the numbers chalked on his hands
and feet by his captors were washed off his body. This man lost 13 1bs during his
veek'!s ordeal. 5

The Comphton Commission

k.

On the 31st August, in response to the leaking to the press of certain of the
above allegations, a Parliamentary Cermissior of Inquiry wns established by the
United Kingdom Parliament to investigate the situation in Northern Ireland. The
Committee, a three member panel, is chaired by Sir Bdmwmd Compton, former Ombudsman
to the Westminster parlisment and presently holding the same office for the
parliament of Northern Lrelend. The two other members are a barrister with
experience of sitting ofi an enquiry penel previousiy (aircraft disaster investigation)
and a physician, currently President of the British Medical Association.

The terms of reference were narrowly drawn: PTo investigate allepations hy
those arrested on 9th August under the Civil Authority (Specizl Powers) Act of 1922
of physical brutality while in the custody of the security forces prior to either
their subsequent release, the preferring of a criminal charge; or -their being
lodged in a place specified in a detention ordwr'. .The Commission has enjoyed
little co-operation from detainees or internces, most of whom believe that no fair
investigation can issue from a body made up solely of Englishmen and which holds
its hearings in camera. A Ilome Office spokesman has stated to Amnesty that the
"Privacy Rule is an essential part of the Committee's terms of reference for the
protection of members of the security forces'', The obvious implications of lack
of public confidence in such a policy must be assumed to be of less importance to
the Government in this context, It further Allows counsel to comnplainants only for
the purpose of guestioning their oun clients; znd the terms of reference exclude
(although this was sought to be dispelled by Prime Minister Heath on 18+th Cemvekie-)
September) torture after arrival at the place of detention., If this were so, the
worst aspects of the 'bag torture” would be excluded, as many of the men involved
were served with detention orders and ccrried, however briefly, to the named place
of detention before being further airlifted to the interrogation centre., This
fulfils the legal requirenents of the Special Powers fct and removes the allegatiions
from the Compton scope of inguiry virtually at a stroke. The Commission is
proceeding to make its Report, based on gleanings from the press in the flain as no
prisoner on the HMS lMaidstone proferred o complaint, and only & of 100 men at
Crumlin Road prison responded to Sir Edmund Compton's-visit to lodge = complaint.
TeR eport is due within two veeks time. The Prime Minister and lMinister of Home
Affairs of Northern Irelond (Brian Faulkner) has publicly denied all allegations
of brutality and torture without exception.

Persons Arrcsted After 9th August, 1971

1

These more than 70 persons, 4 of whom have given statements in the possession
of Amnesty, along with 14 others whose statenments have been widely reported in
the press, have been victims of all degrees of brutality and torture noted above.
Among these are recorded even more shocking expericences which lead to the con~
clusion that the authorities have in no way been restrained or intimidated by the
Compton Commission or the publicity given to allegations of torture in the Sunday
Tines of 17th October, 1971. Indezd, those in charge of interrogations may well
consider their activities to be insulated from criticism because of the narrow
scope of the Comuissionis mendate and think themselves able to act more freely in
regard to persons arrested =iter 9th August, This is a possibility which
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publication of the Compton RNeport will affect little, if at all. Persons
arrested in September and October continueé to allege tortures similar to the’
bag technique and worse: clectric shocks, injections of hallucinatory drugs,
physical abuse of genital orcems. (MN.3. The shove récitntion of techniques of
torture and brutality is by no means exhaustive and only the more striking

of the methods have been set out in this memorandum.)

e

Conclusion

As of this writing, no complaints have been rececived based on these
allegations by the Secretary-~General of the Council of Europe, nor have
any of the States party to the European Convention on Human Rights as yet
seen fit to institute action agninst the United Kingdom under the provisions
of Convention Article 24, although the government of the Republic of Ireland
is presently under severe internsl pressure to do so. Thereforey, as a
prima facie case of torture and brutality is clearly substantiated by the
sworn statements in Ammesty's possession, it is thought advisable to pursue
this matter, not only to put a stop to any barbarous practices now in use,
but to do so in the larger context of helping to extinguish the root cause
of thesc alleged atrocities, the internment without trial of political
prisoners in Northern Ireland. Finally, it must be recognised that such
conduct as has been alleged against the British Army is perhaps the
inevitable result of using men untrained in methods of dealing with a
civilian population to accomplish tasks properly within the sphere of leg-
itimate law enforcemenl agencies.
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