
NATIONAL ARCHIVES 
 

IRELAND 
 

 

 
 
 

 
Reference Code:    2002/8/494 

Title:  Statement signed by over 350 priests 

 demanding the end of torture and brutality 

 being inflicted on persons interned in Northern 

 Ireland. 

Creation Date(s):  1 November, 1971 

Level of description:   Item 

Extent and medium:   4 pages 

Creator(s): Department of the Taoiseach 

Access Conditions:   Open 

Copyright:  National Archives, Ireland. May only be 

reproduced with the written permission of the 

Director of the National Archives. 

TSCH/3: Central registry records Department of the Taoiseach

© National Archives, Ireland



TSCH/3: Central registry records Department of the Taoiseach

© National Archives, Ireland

Wl lfOULD LIKE YOU TO KHOH .•.•• 

lfe, the umle rsicnnrl priests, aro convincod that brutality, physical anr"\ 
uental torture and psycholo l~cal pressures have heen inflicted on nen arrested 
under the Special POI.ers il.ct on the ninth of l~UI;ust and subsequently. \/e 
believe that these barbarities arc still beine inflicted on innocent people -
convicted of no crine - at the Palace IIilitary Barracks, Hollywood, under the 
protection of law by the Special Branch of the R.U.C. 

iTe base our conviction on substantial Dedi cal evidence, on the testinony 
of priests who saw the injuries, aml on the stateuents of Den \'1hose truthfulness 
is already lcno"m to us throuGh our pastoral ,.,rork. lfe note, too, that the 
authori ties have failed to explain where the hlClve nissinG nen \'Iere froD the 
eleventh to the seventeenth of AUb~st; where Lian Shannon was fron October ninth 
to seventeenth; or \'1here Liar:i ROGers was fro;:} October eleventh./ to seventeenth. 

The second Vatican Council (Church in the World, 27) condenns: 

"Jl.ll violations of inteGrity of the hunan person, such as Dutilation, 
physical and Dental torture, undue psychological pressures •••.•.•• 
All these ann the like are crininal; they poison civilization; and 
they debase the perpetrators nore than the victins and nilitate 
aGainst the honour of the Creator." 

\ve, therefore, denand that brutality and torture by the forces of the law 
be stopped inrJediately. We call for a public, inpartial, judicial tribunal to 
expose the full truth of \vhat has been done to people arrested since AUisust 
ninth under the Special Powers Act, and to ensure the punishnent of those 
responsible and redress for the victins. lie condenn the hold.in~ of prisoners 
inconnunicado fron their relatives for indefinite periods. We want an irmediate 
end to iuprisonnent without trial, which is innoral and unjust. 

DATE: 

Copies of this statenent have been sent to the 1'1ostninster Nenbers of l)arliunent, 
H01'll1r<i. Snith and General 'l'uzO; the EnGlish and Irish national papers; Tho BEG, 
ITN and RTE; I'1r. Jack Lynch, pro P.J. Hillery, Hr. Lian CosGrave and i4r. Bren/lab 
Corish; Hr. Grnhan Shillington and the Police Authority; selected Europoan and 
Anerican lenders and papers; Secretary General of United Nations and International 
Red Cross. 

Enquiries to Rev. Denis Faul, Duneannon, Co. Tyrone. Phone: DunGannon 2668. 
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ANT~'Ji ~jnd BEL}!'A~T 

d n"'" I'/[- " v , '1,\ ; 'lJ 'P 'v F Arch EH.con -"-, 0.':. ' j ,, ', 1.. L· ,r 1 .. ,j., . ' . • 
Canon JU;'Jl1 M~l'_ -~ lll. Fal r.i:>. ,V.F 

Very Rev. and Rev. }'athcrs:-
Eugene Mcilrdle 
Eamon Magee 
Hugh O'Boyle 
Kevin Donnelly 
Ambrose Macaulay 
Felix McGl1 !~ : :::l. 
Brendan Beagon 
Micha el McConville I 

Edward Coyle 
Sylvest er McGrady 
Brian iVicGivern 
H.G. Rooney 
Oliver McStravick 
Daniel Crilly 
Austin McGirr 
Hugh ,J. Starkey 
Charles Agnew 
Johu Stewart 
Francis Pork 
George O'H2nlon 
Jo seph Magee 
Albert McNally 
Brendan McMullan 
Vincent McKinley 
Patrick J.M.Kavanagh 
D.P. McHugh 
C.S ,IIIcGrs dy 
Brendan l\1cG-8e 
Bronda:1. F. :McGarry 
P.J. ' =~cFerr8n 
John Mcley 
Augustin8 McEvoy 
D. Mc Eochagain 
John McCreesh 
P. McCrea 
John McCarroll 
Patrick McAlister 
Vincent Leonard 
Aidan R. Kerr 
Eamon Fo12Y 
James P, Downey 
Pater Co nno lly 
Aidan Denny 
Dallan J. Dargan 
Christopher Dallat 
T. Cunningham 
John Courtney 
Pat Cotter 
S. Connolly 
James P. Close 
Brian J. Brady 
Michael J. Blaney 
Thomas P. Bartley 
John Barret;
Hilary A.Armstrong 
A. Darragh 
James McCabe 
Sean McCartney 
Oliver P. Kennedy 
A. Troy 
F. Toner 
Joseph Steele 

, 
" 

FIT 

Very 

' ( t > '5855355 ' ~-

Rev. and Rev . Fathers:
Patrick O'Neill 
Bernard O'Donnell 
Sean 0' Car:coll 
Michael Murray 
Malschy Murphy 
Joseph Murphy 
Brendan 1'I'1urphy 
Kevin McMullan 
Sean Ca hj_ll 
Bernard Magee 
Anthony McLaverty 
T. McKinley 
Pat McGowan 
Colm McCaughan 
Peter McCann /' 
J. ~IIcAteer 
G. H. )-,averty 
P.J. Kerr 
H. Kerr 
Martin Kelly 
Donal Kelly 
Raymond Kearns 
Columb O'Donnell 
Myles Kavanagh 
Augustine Hourigan 
Dal'Jian Wilson 
Fil1:-.. ar Haughey 
F. Eanson 
Konrad H81Jer • 
PClc1raic Gallinagh 
Ro~ert Fullerton 
G. Forrester 
Patrick Foy, 
Ailbe Delaney 
Nicholas O'Grady 
Gerard Carroll 
Fernando Carberry 
Aquinas McCarthy 
Fergus Loughrey 
Jerome Maguire 
Felix Agnew 

". 

P~draigh Mac Aodhag~in 
. William Creede 

Eamon Hoey 
Francis Fidgeon 
FrDnk Burns 
Patrick Canning 
Alexander Reid 
Patrick Latrery 
Tom Falkner 
Patrick Myers 
Thomas Roche 
James Gormley 
Brendan McNally 
Paddy Coyle 
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ARMA . D~~RRY DOWN 

Very Rev . and Rev. Fathers:
" . James H::mghey 

Pa'~ ric l::: S;ilyth 
Christ ophe r Murray 
Jehn Bra~J e y • 
J ams s '~ ', Jyrn :·: 
Searr.1J.s Ca r1"5he1' 
B. ~,1 cHugh 

Ji:::me a McNally 
PetE: :-:' r"1Dl:::em 
Petrick Cassidy 
J ame s C1Glrks 
Kevt n Connelly 
TurJ. )Ug~1 Connolly 
Mala chy Coyle 
Ci18:.'les Devlj,n 
H . . Devlin 
,Tohn ])o;" JCi'1;y 
H·'..gh :UoU{[8n 
Jame s Grimes 
J. C .l i'lO£l Kelly , P.P. 
P. Loughl:;m 
A. .M cA~e rne;yT 
Pa~ri ck McDonnel l 
Francis tId'adden 
Hugh r.1c!}r8th 
J olm McKern 
P. McKee 
Francis hla cL8rnon 
B. 1.iap:inYJ.is 
p , NI...Ol'fJ 

K0Vil~\,1 or:-.. 1. 

:Y:to ~rrLOnc'i. i: lu.2ray 
I.l . lViurt abh 
Hugh OtH.:; ~.ll 

Ben"l.,';, Y'rl Q'J.inn 
Seamt'1.s :t~. ce 
Rober'c Watson 
Thor:::J ~ Nhllon 
Eamon Devlin 
P.A. McKee 
P.J. Huehes 
i!'8rg"1).s Ke::"ly 
Ar-:.: hur McPo~y 
IlbrV Noonar.. 
TomD ;~ 0 Fiach 
Pard Ho elle 
Stephen Tagga~t 
Gerard Wa ~.sor: 

John L. Murray 
TerEnce M. 01Keefe 
J 02E' ph lVIagu.ire 
Neill McCamphill 
Ed',va :.cd K. Da ly 
Tom OtG8ra 
p, Hegem 
Neil T. McCarron 
J.A . McCauley 
Joseph Donnelly 
Martin Rooney 
lVlich ae l I1cIvor 
George McLaughlin 
Joseph E. Carolan 
P. V. Coone;y 
Patrick Fox 
P. Mc1128ke 
G. MC:'; 3han 
A. OiHaire 

Very Rev. ancl EGv .Fathers:
ChristophGr O';3;;rrne 
Charles McKeone 
Francis ~onnelly 
Mich~ cl 0 Joileann 
J all'! es McGlinchey 
Michael McEldowney 
Henl~y 0 t Neill 
Anthony Mulvey 
Denis HcC r:>l1o~ogu.e 
John ,). McCullagh 
Deris Jjl'adl€y 
W. Raii' Jrty 
Colm Diomond 
J OlEl WcGarvoy 
Francis Hurray 
Michael ~11cHugh 
Se(~ n'llls 0 1 Connell 
.J .E. Friel 
P.P. Donnelly 
Ro be lot Devi ne 
P.J. Crilly 
J, Maguire 
J. Doherty 
J.J.CBrlin 
P.J. l\10nagl0 
Bernard Duffy 
J.O'Hagan 
James 0 1 H.::mlon 
M. H. 0' Rour:m 
J.J. Pettit 
Seamus Reid 
Patrick J , Rooney · 
<Tarn(~8 V!oods 
jl.nthoay Davies 
Malachy Finegan 
Niicbael Hockett 
E. Hamill 
Cathal Jo::::-dan ' 
James M. Kerr 
J ame s P. Moore 
l\Iatthew 0 1 Ha~'8 
John A. McAnuff 
Thomas J. McGuinness 
Arthur McNeill 
S. Ma c Threinfir 
Franci s r.~olloy 
Arthur Byr'lG 
Hugh Connolly 
Patrick G. Cop-way 
J. Fit.zDstrick 
Sean :~ogCln 
Anthony McHugh 
J. McGurn3ghan 
S. Kerr 
A. Hc1ughey 
Peter Forde 
Fr. Alphodsus, C.P. 
W. Foley 
Donal McConnor 
Pead8ir 0 80nnaill 
Denis Collins 
J. 0 'Karle 
F. Doyle 
A.B. O'Sh88 
P.J. McGovern 

~' I 
I 
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COUNTY .:--'(ll.0N~. 

o Rt. Rev. Her. Thonas Flood 

Very Rev. & Rev. Fathers: 

IiicllUe l I1cGourty 
P. HcGloin 
Putrick Go.llat;her 
Charl es Drulln 
J olm P. Brennan 
ThoDll.S Breen 
Willio.o J. Carty 
John IvIcCullach 
Patrick S. Mcli.aut;hlin 
Janes A. U'Doherty 
Thonas E. Devine 
I1ichael J. \{alls 
C.B. Vallely 
Francis \-1. Torry 
Pa trick Sllyth 
Janes Rnfferty 
P. Tracy 
M. Seery 
Francis QuiGley 
Thono.s O'So.bhaois 
Ter ence Kelly 
Louis O'Kane 
Patrick O'Brien 
Jolm Thckle, C. C. 
Pol !fuc Seain 
Kieran Muc Oscar 
Andrew McNally 
Kieran Nac Keone 
Hubh HcGrath 
Hichae l I1cGirr 
C. I1cGarvey 
Edwo. r d HcEvoy 
LiaD HcEntccart 
Daniel Nac Donald 
M. I1cDernott 
Patrick HUGhes 
T. Gribben 
Patrick GallaGher 
11.. Eustace 
P.J. Early 
J. Donnolly 
B. Donnelly 
Nichael Crm'lley 
J. Bennet t 
Bernar d BeGley 
Brian Hackett 
Nichael i1cRory 
Patrick A. Coyle 
Denis Faul 
Josoph HUGhes 
Patrick J. 11cCrory 
Thonas Quinn 
Joseph Recan 
ThoDas \{oolsey 
~T • J. Harrison 
Janos McGoniGle 
R. Gallacher 
H. JvlcFaul 
P • J. l~ullun 

HUGh ~lcAteer 
Laurence U'Brien 
Brendan I1cGiim 
Ruyoond NcCloskey 
P.J. HuChos 

COmTTY FERI1ANAGH 

Very Rev. 8: Rev. Fathers: _ 

Austin Slm'IGY 
Thonrls A. Tiernan 
I Gnatius \'iators 
P. J. \'looels 
Padraic 0' R'1ghallaigh 
Edliard I'1urphy 
Joseph Nullin 
Patrick I1nrron 
Janes rbc Hanus 
Poter HcGuinoss 
John NcElroy 
Joseph I'lcCluskoy 
Francis r~cA toer 
Potor LouGhrey 
Pa t LonerGan 
Peter LivinGstone 
C.B. Leyden 
EUGene Lennon 
I1ichael King 
\Villian Hickey 
John Havlin 
Lawrence Gilnartin 
L. Gaffney 
John :nood 
P. FlnnaGan 
ThOMS Finnegan 
i.ubrose Fay 
Pa trick Cullinan 
EU[~ono Connolly 
Soan Clerkin 
4'lartin Cahill 
Patrick Byrne 
Anthony Beho.n 
John J. NcKenna 
P. Lynch 
P. I'lcCluskey I 
B. Ho.ckett 
Halachy O'Rourke 

Thono.s Curran (Feroanugh)' 
Francis H. Conway (Bolfast) 
Philip Hoclair " 
Ultnn Devino " 
Francis r1cCorry 
Richard U'RmlO 

* 
" 

Jo.;10S Skolly (Derry) 
Albert HcGovern (Lurgan) 
1:. J. IJslf~r 

SIGNATURES ARE STILL BEING RECEIVED AND 
\'/ILL BE PUBLISHED IJI.TER. 
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