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/ 
C0NPI , '1IIAL 

20 C' ctob r, 1971 

It ' va r c ived a reply to ttl e er tn1t1t you 
hnnded to me yesterdB¥ evening about the allag~J.tion of 
mal treatment of internees . The substance of it is 
follows· I do not of course need to remind you ttu...t 
allegt.,t1ons of. brutal1.ty nre part of the stocl<-1n-trade 
ot, Ule I R. A. The British Government have st( ... t..ed, and 
tl.is l'k'1.S l~ost recentJ..y been con1'irmed by fnr . ~~audling 
in t LO Hease of Commons J toot all allegat.1ons are to be 
lnvoct gated by Ute Compton Cant :1 ttee • 

. - - '1'here a.re some :t'u.t:ther considera.tions. The 
urop an Comnmission on Human Rights normally examine 

peti tions fro individuals which n.1.ve to be studied wi ttl 
the supportiz;g evidence. On provious occasions 
peti tioners from Northern Ireland ha.ve l, .. id petitions 
before th Commission, but only in the fbrm of general 
allegations fOI' which they have provided no SUPt,orting 
evidence. In those circillst~nces my Goverruaent hope 
that t.he Irish QV6I'rnnent wouldprofor to lai t a.nd study 
very carefully the findings of the Compton Corr~Jttee in 
each case b fore they taka up a Dosition which could 
bl"li~ them i nto open dispute with the British '}ovcrnmentj 

partIcularly if it was on the ba.sis of allegations thich 
might 1 ter nrov to be lmfounded. 

- 1 earnestly ho:)e lut on t.h.e basis of' this reply 
it~ will not )rove necessary to say more in public at the 
pres.ent . ti e th tt . t in tho first instance he findings 
()f the Oo,.p . on CO.Jmi ttee in each case will need to be 
most carefully studied. 

II .J . !cCann, Esq ." 
" ecret(~.v 

epartme nt or Foreign .ftairs . 
"1UBLIN • 
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