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statemen t issued by the Gov ernment Information BureaU, on 
behalf of the Minister for Ju s tic e , in relation to Mr . Faulkner ' s 
accusations of Governme nt tol erance of subversive organisa tions . 

.. <HjL~~ 
Mr . ~ a~lkn er cannot exc~ s e t he shortcominqs of his adm ini s tration 

by attacking the Gov ernm ent here . The Government have t aken 

effec tive stens t o stamp out the activities of subversive 

organisations on thi s s i de of the border . Governmen t Dol icy 

is exemrlifi od by the provisions of t he Firearms \ct , 1971, 

which increased substantially t he penalti es for the unlawful 

po ss ession of military type firearms and ammuniti on . In the 

co~rse of the debate on t his mea sure I expres sed th e determina t ion 

of the Government to put down the unauthoris ed use of ' f ir ea rms 

and e~pecially the use of military type weapons . The Act puts 

beyond doubt th at the very serious offence of be ing i n possession 

of fir earms or ammunition with the intention of endange ring life 

or of causing serious injury to prope rty is comm itt ed just as 

fully , whe ther the person or nroperty i s outside the state or 

within the jurisdiction . Over the pas t tw o years considerable 

quant i ti e s of arms , ammunition and exp l os ives have been seized 

by the GardaL The border i s and has bee n patroll ed to preven t 

in every wa y p os s ible t he passage of arms and exp los ives . Since 

1969 Garda pat r ols have been a~gment od by Army pat r ol s . Earli er 

this week I directed th at extra Gardal and cars be sen t to the 

border . 

I do not accept that ar ms or explo s ive s have gone across in any 

qUanti t y . It is common knowledge th ~ t very few people from 

this s i de of the border ha ve been taking par t i n the fighting 

this week . A c ons tant effor t is being ma int a ined t o ons~re th at 

military training is not carri ed ou t here by ill ega l organisations . 
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