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Text of s tatemen t issued by the Northern Ire land ~ rime Minister, 
Wr. Brian Faulkner, M. P . , regarding recent statements made on 
the sit ~a t ion in Northern I reland . 

\ \ ------ --------
~\I<e I' :9a i nst the :' 'lrrent t>ack gr Gund of wild and otC;n i~l ogic a1 talk 

I want to maKe a Slmple 2nd d lr ec t state~ent o{ a lew facts . 

Firstly , the state of ]""ort',e rn Ireland is not qo ing t o be bro:)ght 
dovm . Neither the 'Jnit2d Kingdom Government nor the ;\Jorthe rn · 
Ir el and Government will be shaken in their f esolve t o maintain 
Northern Ireland as an in tegra l cart of the United Kingdom by 
anv campaiqn - be it o~triq~t te~r orism or nolitic al blackmai l . 
Th~ soo~er-everyone f~lly iealises t hat the bette r for all of us -
and I me an all of us . 

Sec ondly , above and beyond our diverqent political aims is the 
over - ric'linq import a nce of the welfare of this community . There 
are consid~rat~ ons of community life which far transcend the aims 
and activities of poli t ical parties or semi-political movements . 
At the m om e n t tll .J t · 1 i f e i s b Eo- in g !~; 1 i 9 !1 ted bye c on om i can d sOc i a 1 
illhealth , the germs of which flourish in an environment of 
instability, tensi on and fea r . Can any of us rTog ress, can any 
of us orosper, whi le the vari ous factions of the rqA and their 
associates ' are allol.'>J ed to infect the whole atmosphere in which 
we live ? 

Thirdly , internm en t is not aimed at repressin0 the Catholic 
community . The Government took the decision to in t roduce 
internment with grea t reluctance; we utterly de?lore the 
necessity for i t, but we are convinced that it is absolutely 
neces sary . It is in itself a detestable instrument and it is no 
panacea fo r ou r problems . Put the alleg at ion that the inter nment 
operation was delibera t ely and malicious ly ?ne - s ided is tot ally 
without fou nd ati on . The instruct ions q iven to the security 
forces were - and still are - th at all 2a n0erous me n on whom they 
had reliable inf ormation which marked them ou t as definite l y 
imnl icated in t errorist orga nis at ions should be ar rested . 'This 
is a matter which has nothing to do with poli tics or religion . 
It is a straightforward matte r of pub l ic order a nd safety . 

I there Zore deplore the efforts of those who are trying t o use the 
internment iss~e to black e n the Government as be ing partia l and 
repres sive . I have said it hefore, but I wish to - say it agai n 
in the plainest possible terms: the Governmen t is not par tis an 
in any \Noy . Our concern is for the good of the \II1'101e community 
without d ist inc t ion of Gar tv or creed . I s a id so on the first 
day I took' up office as Pr i~e Minister . And ~y wor ds have not 
s t ood alone - they were quick ly followed by ac ti on . Within three 
months , the ~overnme nt had prod~ced concrete and far - reaching 
parl i amen t ary proposals ai~ed at ass~rinq what most observers 
thro')ghout th e \I'Vorld fel t I,va s a very fair and us ,:: f'Jl part for 
the elected Coposi tion to i"lay in the running of !"Jorthe rn Ireland . 
And I had made it clear that t he Govern~ent 0as considering st ill 
further meas'ues vhich ~v o 'Jld , in strengthening the parliamentary 
machine , c ~ntinue this process . 

Th ose are nr inci pa l item s of our 00licy and they remain so . 
We will not be def lect ed from them b ecause of the curren t attitude 
of the Cnp osition . 1\1 or , I would emphasise , are 'Ne qoi no to ahand,on 
the se or other policie s in the face of clamour from fhos~ on the other 
side of the political s pectrum who cry ' betrayal' a t every sign of 
change and orogress in the community . 

I am . c ~nvinced VL3.t the Orp,os~tion,a re leadin9 their followers up 
a bllno. alley . I wo ')ld aSK rhemchese qu : s t lons : Do they imaqine 
t~at . they can co~p~ etely ignore the existence and the rights of-a 
mlil l on fellow cltlzens? Are they r2ally dainq their followers a . , ~ -
se rV lce wn['n t ,iey surTender to extrernists inst(:?ad of taking up on 
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behalf of their constituents the resDonsibiliti e s of wor thwhile 
Darticipation in the affairs of the ~ountry? Do they imagine 
that they can make comrron C(lIJse v,li th the extremists toda y and 
hop e toe s ca r e t h (-;' ire 1 ute he s t om 0 r r ov<) 

Sur ely w~at is needed in North ern Ireland today is constructive 
talk and cooneration between res nons ible ~ eon le of all democr ~tic 
parti es . F~r , ~ ake no n istake ~bo~t thi~ , ~ll democrats are - . 
thr eatened by the men bc~ind the bomb and the bullet . Courage 
may be n e e de don alI sid e s : b I) t if so , CO')T () 'j e :~ 'J s t n ow be 
displayed . The Gove r nme nt is certa in ly wi ll ing to approach 
things in a non - par tis an man ner , s ~ eki n 9 not to make s hort - term 
political capital but to serve the whole community and the 
common good . 
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