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S .G. Ronan , Cha irman 
E. Ga l lagher 

Aonad Idir - Ra nnach urn an Tuaisceart 
Inter - :Je par tment al Unit on the North 

of Ireland 

External Affairs 
External Affairs 
the Taoiseac h 
"c ' 
L l nanc e 

i'/~ r • 
llftr . 
i\l~ r • 
fl f;r . 
Mr . 
Mr . 

D. 0 S ~ille abh ~in 
J . F. rj~ aC Inerney 
F . O' Riord an 
J . Small , Secretary 

Depar tme nt of 
Department of 
De partment of 
Department of 
Dep ar t me nt of 
Department of 

External Af fa irs 
~xternal Affa irs 

Mr. Gallagher briefed the mee ting on the main devel opments of 
intere s t to the lTnit since its pr ev io us meeting on l Oth September. 

'Referri ng to the main re forms still to be l egis lated - housi ng and 
loc al government - he s a id th ~ t the Ho using Execu t ive Bill as it 
stood WaS most uns atisfactory and th a t it wou ld have t o be 
extensively amended or reol aced altogether by a more accept able 
dr a ft. ;Ve had so i nf ormed the Br it is hand req'J ested them to 
redr aft th at Bill themse lves and al so the l oca l government reforms 
to follow since Wr . Faulkner c o~ ld not be relied upon t o pu t 
forw ar d ge nuine proD os~ ls . ~ r . Gallag~e r al so mentioned th at 
we had , once aga in, in our conversations wi t h the British, mad e 
a str ong case for the reint roduc t i on of prop or tional re present ation 
in the Nor th for l oca l government and stormont elections . There 
had been no neg ative re act ion from the Pr iti sh on t his occasion 
which could po ssibly be inter pr eted as meaning th at they were 
ser i ously con sidering its i ntrodu ct i on . 

Deali ng with the RUC , ~ :~ r . Gall agher st ated th at the intr oduc tion 
of public prosecut or s in the North , as advoc a t ed in the H~nt Rep ort , 
waS urgently needed as there continued t o be an appare nt l ack of 
uniformity in the existing situati on wh ere the ruJC determined the 
n ature of charges preferre d . For exampl e , there was evidence 
t hat c harges merit i ng a fine only, e . g . drun k and d i sorderly 
behaviour , were fre quent l y bei ng br ought ag a inst member s of one 
s ection of t he commun i ty wh il s t simi l ar offences were be in g dealt 
with more harshly in other cases , e . ~ . as d i sorderly conduct, 
which carried a six- months mand at ory pr is on sentence . The 
introducti on of Dublic orosecutors woul d helD to minimise such 
ie lect ivity and ~ake the adminis tr a t ion of l ~w more even - handed . 

Mr . Ga ll agh er al so advert ed to a c ons i derable improvement in the 
situ ati on along the Border as a result of r ecen t dis cu ss i ons with 
t he British on the s ubjects of roa d s Diking and Bor der viol ations 
by Briti sh troops . 

Re ference was made also to the Taoiseach's prop osed mee ting with 
the British Prime Minister to t oke place in New York l ater in Oc t obe r . 

§1.~clj,~.? 

(a) Res ponse to circulars : The Cha irman informed the meeting th at 
ni ne Departmen t s had so far replied to t he Unit's c i rcu l ar letter 
of 24th J uly requestingjnform at ion on the nature and extent of 
exi s ting c ooper ati on between (;overnment Department s and Ministries 
iO the North . A dos s ie r - e~nt a inin g copies of the se replies was 
g~ ven a t the meeting to every member of the : ~it and co pies of 
future replies could be added ~to t his colle ~ti on as and -when 
receiyed . When all De p~rtme ~ is ha¢ repli ed the inf or ma tion they 
su pplIed could be summarIsed In one document . I t wa s decided -
th at r eminde rs should be i s s ued to t hos e De p~rtments th at had 
not yet responded to the circ~ l a r . _ -

--~---



TSCH/3: Central registry records Department of the Taoiseach

© National Archives, Ireland

-2-· 

The Chairman also stat ed th at of the eight Departments circularised 
by the Unit on 12th August re questing cert ai n comp arativ~ s tudies , 
~nly one (Department of Labour) had replied. The de adllne set 
in the circular was 1st November. Mr . Gallagher mentioned t hat 
Mr . Eddie McAteer, the for me r ~·!at i onali st M. P . for Derry had asked 
the Deoartment of Pxt ern al Affai rs fo r da t a on wage rates North 
and So~th and it WaS pr oposed to send him th e r e levant information 
but not the covering report fr om the Department of Lab our . 
There was no objection to th is . 

'(b) status-of Cou~_Infom e Stug.ies: \V ith regard to the status 
of the countv income studies now in progress in respect of the 
Six Counties the Chairman said th at he waS unsucces s ful in his 
a t tempts to contac t Pr ofessor Fogarty of the ESRI in the matter 
becau~e he was temporarily out of town but that he would get in 
touch with him on his return. Mr~ Ma clnerney referred to an 
unsuccessful attempt by Mr . Cromien of his Depar t men t to obtain 
the inform ation souqht by the Unit . The difficulty was t ha t the 
studies in question -were being d one by two individuals in the North. 

(c) General GJor thLSouth f2QlQarative gS.udy: Mr . MacInerney stated 
that f r om a gener al North/South comparative study of living 
~tandards , growth rates , structur e of employment , etc . the results 
were not very favourable fr om our point of view. However, the 
matter Was being examined again and in greater depth . 

Information 6cti~ity. 

(. a) RE?.£Qllt_.l2f'yel opments : iv1 r . C I Riordan in formed the meet ing th ,? t 
progress WaS c ontinuing fav our ably in the information field . He 
would be going to London on the following week for discussi ons 
vv'ith the Ambassador and Pr ,'O' ss Off:'icer on the situation t here. 
'f 

(.b) Extension of RTE rece otion to the No rth: V'J ith _regard to the 
question of the extensionof RIE recepti on- in the Nor th the Chairman 
informed the meet ing th c~t a memorandum on the subject was being 
submitted to the Government on the following day by the Departme nt 
of Posts and Teleqr aphs . The first step WaS to raise the matter 
at a political le~el with the British on acco unt of the stockhol m 
Conve~tion . Mr . Ga llagher said that all we needed at this stage 
was sympathetic consideration at politic al l evel . 

(c) Unit's relations with the Dubli( : The Chairman adverted to 
prev ious corres ponde nce with the Dublin Junior Ch amber of Commerce 
and copies of the L ot est letter from that body containing information 
on the subjects consi de red by the Cross Border Chamber of Commerce 
Committee in recent ve ars were di s tributed to the members of the 
Unit . It Wa S decid~d th at the letter of acknowledg ement should 
provide some encouragement for the continu ation of ~uch activity 
by the Committee by asking if it is concentr ating on any par ticul a r 
ate a in its deliberati ons . . 

CbnstitutioDal S t~dies 

( ~) IbeJr . .;Lsh Con?tiiution: The Chairman referred to the f ac t th at 
th e Taoiseach had recently ag reed t hat the Unit could pr oceed 
cau tiously with its studies on the Constituti on . Mr . 0 S~illeabh~in 
pointed out th at any activity by the Uni t in that area should be 

·quiet and in a sof t tone . A general discussion followed as to how 
t~'e Un ~ t sh ou ld appr oach t he matter . Mr . (;al1 agher f e1 tit wou ld 
b~ unWlse to go back over the 1967 reoort of the Committee on the 
const~tut~on and th~t i nstead of thinking about de t ails in the 
Constltui lon the Vnlt should look at the matter from a different 
a~gl e al~ogether . A wa y of d oing this would be to lo ok at methods 
of chang10g the C00stituti on other than by referendum . Also , 
th?ught mlght be g Iven to the f ormul ati on of a qeneral amendment 
wh lch 0 ' " .I.. 1 . ' ''' 1 • -. " " w __ '!-J.a nOL on_y provl ae Tor memDsrshI p of the EEC but also 
lnternatl onal agreements of a c onstituti onal n at ure with Brit a in , 
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f or examp l e . Suc h a gen er al amendme nt wou l d have t he merit of 
acc ommod c3t i ng ou r as rJ:Lr i~ ti ons in rega r d to t~? North a:, wel; a ~ t he 
EEC. It ":vas 2r:J r eed that a dr af ~ ~ec of:on e ~ d a "C :on t o t hl S i f ~ e ~ 
t o t he Taol se ach s houl d h e f ormu12ced 1n the Uepar t ment . oL LXLern al 
Af fa irs f or c ons i der ati on at th e next meet i ng of the Uni t . 

( b ) MiJLQr:lt.\L.;i<1Jj't,c1\,~2.£d§...in Other ...£.9un.:t:r i~§.. : The Cha i~ma r:: s ugge s ted 
t h a t an ana lys is of Const itut iona l and l oga l s af eg uar os t or . 
minoriti es i n coun t ri 0S like Belg i um and Canada could b e carrled . 
out in t he DeDar t ment of Ext ernal Affa i rs when the re l ev ant mater 1al 
c ame to hand ~nd th en c i r cul a t ed t o membe r s of t he Un i t . Th i s was 
agr ee d . 

( a ) ~j;[!'=;2lal:. : The Ch ai r man s tat ed th at arising out of a deci sion 
at t he pr Ev ious me e t i ng he ~ad se nt a c i rcul ar l etter to a l l 
Government De oar"t ment s on 6th Oct ob er c all i ng for gre ate r 
c onsci ousn ess of t he Nor t h and Uni oni s t fe elings t here i n the 
formu l ati on an d impl eme nt at i 6n of pol i cy . A copy of t hat l et ter 
wh i c h was a DDroved by the Taoi s ea ch is ann e xe d here t o and i s an 
amended v e r ~ i o ~ of the dr af t cir c ula t ed at t he Unit1s mee t i ng 
on l oth S :>p '~ eml::\ "'r , _. 1 , t_ L 1 .. It::: .. 

( b) I den t if i cation of obi ect i onabl e laws : A brief d iscussi on took 
plac e···· (-~n-· 'the- Ci\J · (~stTon"--·o~r ·c: ·e·I'-t a i n f av!s ·l -n t he South th at are r eg ar ded 
by s oms prJ oDI e a s a n infr i ngc:ment of pers ona l r ights and freed oms 
and <1 barrier to r ec onc il iation and reun if icati on . The laws on 
c on tr ac ept ion and c ens ors h ip '.;'Jere ment i oned in this c onnec t ion as 
well a s div or ce whi ch is , however , q~verned bv c onstitu t io nal 
r ather t han l eaa l Dr ovi si ons . Mr . ·C SGil l e abh ~in referred to a 
rec ent a r tic l e - in ~h8 Church of Irel and Maqa zine by Sen ator Nev ille 
Keery ab out a Church of Ir e land Gon er al Sy~ od St anding Co~n it t ee 
st at ement alleg in g the exi s t enc e of dis cr iminati on aga in s t Prot est ant s 
i n the South . Mr . Gall agher s a id he had r eceived fr om Sen ator 
K n 'r \ Cl ., ~ \ .. r. h ~ (' ,c, i·"' l"'l'" ·t ., C; ' c t·, ",,1 't' ...,t ·th 'T · t ; Id ,- e ~ ,/ 0 C t . .-}) ! OJ, ",'-...:> Sl-i':L 'c:.ne .! :;J. nc ~Jgge ..., (:.,,< n q e , __ nJ S,10U 
r eturn t o the s ub j eet ag3i n \i"/hen the pr omis ed memor andum f r om t he 
st anding C0mm i -ttee iN d S :rec rod .. \l Ed by t he Un i t. Th i s V,,Ia s ag r eed . 

(c ) Non-r e c: oa ni t i on of teach in a ser vi ce i n t he North : The Ch a i r man 
i 0 f orine~f :th'e m~,:c~trrlg --i1J- ;j. t· ar-{sin c.i- out O':r-; c omp'Iaint rec e i ved in 
t h e Depar tm2n ~ of ~xtern al Affai r s f rom a t e acher wh o had worked 
for ei~ht ee n yea r s i n t he Nor t h it had. bee n discover ed th at under 
t he pre sent r eg ul ations of our Depar t ment of Educ at i on onl y fi ve of 
th os e years coul d be r e c ognised fo r i ncreme nt al pur poses i n the 
Sbuth. This appeared t o be an unf air regU l ati on when appli ed to 
pe opl e l ike the c ompl a i nant and cer t a inly Wa S ag ains t the s pi ri t 
of and at var i ance with t he one- nation con ce pt th at t he Unit ' s 
c irc 'Jl ar of 6t ~1 Oc t ober i us t ref e r .r cd. t o s ouqht t o instil in t he 
publ i c serv i c e . In f a i ~nes5 to th e De p artm~n t of Education , 
hovvever , i t W (j :3 necess ary to po int ou t t ha t j ~ s ( ' :c 1

,;,",. V]'.: 0 :: 
c or re sp on dence i n th e mat t er wi th the Department of Exte rnal Af f a ir s 
pr e - dated. t he circul ar in qu esti on . Mr: O' Riorda n fe lt t hat t he 
r ~gu l ati 0n c oul d c onc eiv abl y be partic ular ly hurtful t o s chools 
of th e mi nor ity reI i9 i ons h a Te which v.Jere short of te ac hers < 

Ther e was gener al agr eeme nt t h at th e Unit should Dursue t he mat ter 
e~p e ci al l y in view of t he fac t t hat on the De oart~ en t of Educ ation' s 
own admi s :-; i on ofll y 8 to 10 t eJ. che r s on aver a9 e fr om t he North t <ke 
up t ea ching posts her e i n se c onda ry school s each ye ar i n accordance 
wi t h the t erms of the scheme . I t was decided in th i s con nec t i on 
t h:at the Secr et ary of the nnit s ho ul d c ont act t he oer s on in the 
Depart ment of Educat ion dea l ing wi th the ma t t e r . 

Ir ish l a~ auaae r ea uirements _____ . __ -- . . ~ __ _ ~ -.·-._0' 4 ... _ _ • .• _ __ _ • 

( ~ , ) ~~/' c;.Lld.,~J.!I.lQ.nt i2-.t.h§.. Civ i l SQ.;r.YJ c..g : Mr . C3 all agh er r ef er red to the 
dI f f I cul tIes pose d ~ o~ Nor th ~rn e r s by the Irish l angu ag e requ i rement 
~ t lp~l at ed. ~ y . t h e Cl Vl l SerVl c e Comm i ss ion fo r entry t o t he Ci vil 
~erVlce. l h l S pr obl em Was ac centu at ed s i nce t he aban donment of the 
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specia l examinati on for Exe cutive Off icer s and its r eplaceme nt by 
Leavina Certi f icate result s . This pl aced Nor t hern c and i dates at 
a greai disadvantage because they . t ake the 9CE and not the Le avi~g 

'Certificate exami natjon . A posslble solutlon would be to accept 
;orov i sionally applic ants who had the requis ite edu cati onal attalnment 
but not sufficient proficiency i n Irish and aff~r d th~m . the . 
opportunity of reaching the required standar1.oI pr of~clen~y 1n 
I~ish durina the pr obati on period . Mr . 6 SUllleabhaln s a ld th at 
fr om his c o~v e rsati ons with' t1e Civil Service Commi s s ion he felt 
t hat they were aW are of this e roblem . He added that al though 
the Taoiseach's De partment had an overall concern in t he 
c onsidera ti on of the Questi on of t he pr eservation and wider use 
of the Irish l anguage 'i t wa S the Deo3r tment of Finance th at had 
been given responsibility for the implementation of this policy . 
It waS ag re ed that Mr . Ma clnerney would r efer this mat ter for 
c onside r ation by his Qe ~ ar tme nt . 

( b) Irish mark i nas on ilD..QQ.£i.s.ci pot terv: The Cha irman in forme d 
the meeting t hat d i fficulties crJ;ated by the Merchandise Mark s 
(mestric t ion on Importati on of Cer amic ~are) Orde r , 1969 , had been 
brought to the attention of the Depar tment of Exter na l Affa irs . 
This-Order had made it compulsor y for North~rn as ~ell as foreign 
su pplier s to mark pot.tery with the \No :rds nTir a dhe ant a ll pr ec e ded 
by the name in Irish of t he c oun try i n wh i ch the goods were 
manufactured . A lis t entit l ed Hl'James of Co~mtries in Iri sh and 
English" which ac c ompanie d t he Order included "Northern Ireland -
Tuaisc eart Eire ann " and t hus purported to g ive it the s t atus of 
an inde pe ndent c ount ry . The re WaS a consensus t hat t he use of 
the I r ish l anguage in thi s way to restric t the importa ti on of 
cert ain ~ oods wa s a misuse of the l angu age , particu l arly in regard 
to the North which wa s not a country . Belleek pottery woul d 
be one of th e No r thern firms affected by t he Order . Mr . 6 
SGil leabh ~in informed t he meeting t ha t th e Order had been considered 
no l ess th an thre e t imes by the Governmen t . The Unit , however , 
agreed to make a recommend at ion fo r the exclusion of the North 
from t he provis ions of the Or de r . 

Other Busi~~ 

(a) Us e of t he te r m ".Six Counties l! : Mr . Gallagher suggested t hat 
-t h~r e' Was much to be said for dropping t he term "Six Counties'! in 
favour of 1!Northern Irc l and n as it 'Nas offensiv e to many peoole 
in the North . tAr . 6 S'J il l eabha in s a id th at it VJa S the oract ice 
of the Taoise ach to use (lNorthern Ireland!! whe n referr inq t o its 
Government , Prem i er etc ., but whe n referr ing t o the area - t he 
expression "Six Count ies" WaS of ten used . -The stand had been 
t aken . th 9t no instruction was to be is s ued pre scrib ing wh ich 
descrl ptl on of the ar ea wa s to be used officially . The Chairman 
explained th 'l t the term HSix Counti esl! VJas a politic al rather than 
a l ega l c oncept and did not enter int o Ac ts , Agreements , e tc ., 
~nd mentioned th0t th e .more neutra ~ t erminoloqy 'lI\J or t h of I re l and ll 

Had been used f a lrly wldely ever Slncs the referral of t he si tuation 
in the North to th e Unit ed Nat ions l as t year . Mr . Ga l lagher s a id 
th at PTE appeared to have a st anding instructi on to use the ter m 
liS ix ~ount ies H . • j\,\ ~ . G a l~. ar] her f el t that by O'lr dr op::> ing II Six 
C0 Yrnt1es li

u t he Un.10nlst s mlg ht be l ess pr one to re fer to the area 
as Ul st er . Furthermore , th e term HNorthern Ire l and fl is not 
offe~s~ve to the min ority ~n the Nor th . It was agr eed th at 
epqulrles sh ould be made of the Central St atistic s Office to see 
w~t .~ he ~ r current prac tice i s in thi s re gar d i n the ir off icia l 
~~bl 1c atlo~ s such as T~ade ~tati~ ti c~ ~tc . A r ~ commend ati on c ould 
~!le~ be pu t t 9 the Taolseacn by ,-. he IJnlt sugges tIng th e su bs titution 
of "Northern i rel and :! for HSix Coun ties il in official public ations . 

( p) U1 2..~eL~1. ; There was a b:rief dis cus s i on on this m,:; t t er and it 
waS declded th at we should be c areful to avoi d any official action 
next year , su ch as t he. t r ansfer . of the Lane o ic tures to Belf ast , 
th at c oul d be used by ~he Un lonls t pr opagandists as an indicati on 
of support for the Ul s ter !71 celebr at ions . 
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Next Meet ing 

The next meeting of the {mit WaS arranged for Thursday , 12th 
November at 10 a . m. 

The Taois each 
The Minister for External Affairs 
and Members of the Un it . 
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