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C OH1i'IDEN1'IAL 

It- Marta 1970 

Runa Pri obhaideach 
Roinn an Taoisi~h 

OIFIG AN AIRE GHNOTHAI EACHTRACHA 
OFFICE OF THE MINISTER FOR ExTERNAL AFFAIRS 

BAILE ATHA CLiATH 
DUBLIN 

With reference to your letter of 19th Fpbruary enclosing for 
ohservations a copy of a letter of 14th February addressed to 
you -by IVIT . P. l":cCorry, Secretary to the E,"ecutive of the 
NC'htionalist Party, the Yinister for }<:xternal Affairs has asked 
me to say that in his opinio~ it woul~ be unwise to aeree to the 
creatinn of ComrJi ttee consiC'tin~ 0 members of the '';overnment 
and member~ of the Nttiolalist }2rty to keep the situ&tion in 
the Six Counties under con~tant review. The }inister considers 
that the Government should not enter into a formal arrangement 
with any political party in the ~orth but ~hould i nstead keer in 
touch'ith all imrortant strands of uolitical thinkinIT and activity 
in the area. This is li~ely to be a more fruitful attitude than 
exclusive reco~nition of one political party TI~i~h woul~ tend to 
anta~onise othcr important elements in the O'losition and at the 
same time cut acro:c.s any ol)portuni tif s thq t might arise of influenc
in~ elements of the Unionist Party. 

You are mrare, of coures, that in re ly to a ~u ~lnmentary i~ D il 
Eireann on 2nd December, 1969, the:> r[1 ois0'8ch said 1! I thi nk it would 
be wrotlO' to hc.ve discus ,i01S or consultations only \dth the 
1]-tion2list P' rt T. Th8t Vlo',lribe rather divi sive in my opinion!l. 

The Taoiseach is also, of course, aware very confidertirlly of the 
possi biJ i t:T tl~, t there will shortly be created a new poli tical Party 
among the OIPosition. It is not ye t certain that }r . Fitt will 
join the new p8rty in thr:> immedi te future but it is our und rstand
in,:; th t decisio:1s m::l," be ta1:?n torrorrov, among thp other potential 
foundin member - Fump , Cooper, 0 1 11 nlon, Currie and Paddy Devlin. 
It i 'nticipated th2t Thom~ f Gormley, ex-Nationalist r .P., may also 
joi~ the new u-rty at an eprly st:~e but, even with only five found 
in,; mprbers , the new party will be stron9''''r numerically than the 
Nat ion list Prrty (which now contai~' only 4 } . P . s). The creat i on 
of the ne"l F;rty may eventuelly le['d to the disappearc:.nce 'of the 
Nationc:list p; rty a) <: r;ir-ni"'ici nt .c· orce 1.1 the Horth. 

Conseoue~tly the r~inist('r sUiYgests the.. t [' re'lly to T r . l' ceorr ' s 
letter in the follo~in~ terms miFht be suitable: 

"The Taois8och has now seen your letter of 1I1th l-<'ebrupry an(l h's 

/ 



TSCH/3: Central registry records Department of the Taoiseach

© National Archives, Ireland

t~----------~----~~------------------------------------------------------------------~~~ 

OIFIG AN AIRE GHNOTHAI EACHTRACHA 
OFFICE OF THE MINISTER FOR ExTERNAL AFFAIRS 

BAILE ATHA CLiATH 
DUBLIN 

- 2 -

asked me to thank you for the expressions o f apprec i ation at 
the Executive of th~ Nationalist Pcrty concerning his policy 
in relation to recent events in the North. 

The Taoi'iec ch hE: s asked me a l so to . c sure you of hip continuing 
and const~ t conc rn about the rro 7 ress of events in the North 
bearin~ in mind at all time~ thct reunification of the country 
by peaceful meanp, with due respect to the attitudes of al l 
si""nificant bodie" of opinion, is and wil l remain the foundation 
on which long-term policy must be based. In this respect the 
Taoiseach welcomes the vi ews of the National is t Party which can 
of courne be conveyed to him a t any time. II 

kL ~l! ~ ~ 
Runa i Pri obMideech. ~ 
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