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~ last we k end, I should like to say that I regard the receiption 

he got as b 1ng by ,0 eans xtraord1nary. Deputy Blaney is a man 

whos family has gi 1 n great service to the country and he himself 
a 

had given almost quarter of a century service to his people in 

Don gal and to his country_ After the events or last week it was 

not unnatural th t on his return home his OWl fa1 thful and w,arm-hearted 

people in Do egal should hav aecorded him a reeexptiom. Bo~ever, 

that does not i ' any way diminish \ihat I have done or the reason for 

my decision . 

Dur'irtg the course of the debate questions were asked about ,any 

things to which I ould find it impossible to reply as I do not know 

the answers. There re allegations and rumours of all kinds; 

wild stories from agazines that did not indicate, the souroe of their 

information and quot tions trom such journa.ls as the Uul ted Irishman., 

Everybody knows that at the outbreak of vi.olenee last August quick 

decision had to be mad by the Goverrunent. I was e.hsllenged as to 

what I meant about Hnot standing idly bytt and I think I can justify 

the claim that e did not tand idly by. W made certain services 

available and I gave the reasons last week why w thought that 

neees .sary_ We ade r presentations to the British Government about 

the security of the area. we suggested that either they should eall 

in the United Nations to ensure peace or agree to an .Anglo-Irish force. 

We failed in our approach to the United Nations in regard to a peae:e-

keeping force. e had not any gr at confidence that this could b 

done as we knew u der th United k ations Charter the country to 'VAlich 

the UN foree would be as ig ed liould have to seek such a force ,. 

VI also knew th t the United ations would very .likely regard, as they 

were entitled to do, the territory of Northern Ireland as part of the ;.: 

Unit d Kingdom. 

Even though it \-las not very aceeptable to any of us, we ensured\/ 

I a far as ,fe eould that the Brt ttsh forces would maintain peaee and A 
prot ct all people in the ~orth, particularly the minor! ty. We ha,va 

continued to in 1st 0 that pr'oteet1on" realising our own spe,cial 

difficulties. Members of the Labour Party have ked me 'several times 
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K. 

eek new opportunities and to turn t ,hem to the advantage of Irish peopl 

working and living in Irl nd. h re w had a d .populated con -my, 

stagnant and inward-looking, w now have vigorous growth and 

confident popl ~ The tr n tor tion bas not be n the result of a 

h PP1 acoident but a c -r ul an lys1 of our prabl ms and of the 

determination, imagination nd consistent rtort employed 1n finding 

solutions for them. 

the F1 nna FAil Government have looked to the ar'eas where 

chang is ned <i, to our· a r1cultur J our industry', tourism B.nd 

transport, to our edue t10n nd m power pol1a1es, to our investment 

needs and our oc1al n d. 
the 

In 11 th .Ie areas the' Government, he. ing 

t' I . 

sought ohange th y %n. • ..,... c · s ry; they implemented those chang • 

W h v plann,ed all thee change nd consistently pp11ed the means 

to mak our pI na, aeh1 vem nts. 

I do not d -ny th re re still difficulties to be overcome. 

Our very progre s b s brought it own problems. 1969, although another 

year ot progress, manit t d many signs of danger, and the e dangers ar 

still with us. They re to be en in sharply rising prices, in 

industrial strit , in the hort igbt d parsu1t ot excesslv inoreases 

in money incomes, in the t l11ng off of our savings.1n the VI akening of 

our export oompetitive es, nd the un cceptabl 

balance of payment d tic1t. 

ze of our current 

Tb problem po d are as grat a Dr that have , faeed us in 

the pa'st t bu t the Fiann F 11 Government ar aware or th • We taee 

them with a stronger eonomy and theeonf1denae born of progress. As 

w 11 e have the eonfldent knowl dge th t we have overcome similar 

problem in th past, nd I have no doubt we shall overcom , too, those 

~ / that now 11e before u · . 1 

't' I do not want to go over the S III ground again that I covered 

. in r plying to last week' dbat. I ou.tline·d the investigation by me 

V o~ th vents that 1 d P to th t debat t nd I outlined the reasons 

(\, tor the aotions ! took. Wh t vel' urther aot1on requires to be taken 

111 be taken by the ppropri te uthority. I assur the people in thi 

part of our country of our igilance to en ur ' that our ter1tory will not 
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I, t 1hlnk that 1s anllU ea,rnest of our determination in this respect, 

and an assurance that further attempts will not sucdeed., 

We know tbe ,problems of t ,he minority in, the Nort,h bnt 'to' 

turn a i: blind ele on the terrible prospect 0'£ armed, conflict 1n Northern 

Ireland., to fa,c111tate or t ,o ,condone in tbe sl1ghtestdegree a s1tu.ation 

that could lead, to Irishmen shoot1ng Irishmen w,ould" in, my opinion t not 

serve the minority in the North but on tbeaontrarl would be. a trajev 

for them and for tbeir ne,ighbours in the S,1x Counties and indeed in the 

,ent1r'. country. 

We have belped the as much as we could in the pas,t. 

bav.' tried to do everything in .. as praotic'al a way as we could. 

We 

we will 

use our i ,ntluenee to ensure that tbe forces needed for tneir prot,eet t on , 

)( for the proteetion or the minority ~o have genuine fears, will be 
..... __ ..... _R"-"'",,_"'''-_ .... ,_ _-. ... _ .... ~ ... "~. ..~.... •. . ................ 

adequate for the purpo,se - t .hat their rights as citizens will be tully 

prote,cted and that the reforms necessary to ensure these rights will 'be 

l m,plementedspeed11y and full)" ,1f We will c ontinue to give every help 

i n everl lea1t1mat;e and pra.cticable way we can .. 

At the same time, this will not in any way dimini'sh our 

desire t o take t he action that 1,8 conducive to t he ,coming, togethe,r of 

people.s of all taltbsand .pers,us'sions in, a re-unif1edlr eland" in a 

healthy democrac1 in which a. ccount will be taken of all po'11t1c.al 

a f filiati ons and r,eltg1ous beliefs. 

On the basis then of our economic progress , or our ,concern 

for the citizens in the North . Of our det'e,;rminat1on to fin.dsolut1.ons 

for paX'·t1t1aa by pea,eetul means " there is no reason for anything but 

confidence intbe Flanna Fail Government,. As I. havesa1.d, t here ar's 

,pro,ble1fl$ ahead. We if are confident or our ab.111ty to tackle the ,s, 

problems and not only to tackle them but successfully to overcome tb..,em. 

One ot these will be tne negotiations for entry to the 

Eu.ropean Communi",. Can anyone -I ask this que.stion d.eli'berately .. 

...... I'.x.x c,ontem,latethe terrible dellma that w,ollld face this country 

in 'this eont,ext 1t the only alternative to, Flanna Fail Government - and 

the only ,alterna.t1ve appears to be thl s - wasCoal1tion? What a t ·errlble 
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